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ADVERTISEMENT
T O

LORD WHITWORTH’s

ACCOUNT or. RUSSTA,

As it was in the YEArR 1710.

HE f'oHowing thort but curious account of the Rufhian l-‘,mpirc_ as it

began to emerge from barbarifm in the year 1710, cannot but be ac-
ceptable to the public from the curiofity of the fubje, and from the merit
of the performance. Lord Molefworth’s Account of the Revolution in Den-
mark, which totally overturned the conftitution of that country, is one of
our ftandard books. Lord Whitworth’s little treatife will throw confiderable
lights upon the formation of the Muftovite power, and upon the plans of
that extraordinary genius, Peter the Great. Each author thows what lafting
benefits embaffadors and foreign minifters might confer on mankind, beyond
the temporary utility of negotiating and fending intelligence.
i Whitworth, was fon of Richard Whitworth, efg.
‘e, who, about the time of the revolution, had
He married Anne Mofely, niece of fir Ofwald Mofely

of Chefhire, by whom he had fix fons and a daughter. Charles ; Richard,
lieutenant-colonel of the queen’s own royal regiment of horfe ; Edward,

1 of a man of

Gerard, one of the chaplains to king George the

* Printed at S:ruw'.];_‘rr)'-:'ﬁ]i.

firft;
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icis, furveyor-general of his m

firft; John, capt: uin of dragoons ; F
ary to the ifland of Barbadoes, father of Charles Whit-
rinthe J refent parliament for Minehead in Staffordfhire ;
incefort, efg. of Lincolnfhire.

woods, and f-dt.

worth, elg. mer
+ €1

and Anne, 1

ot T LA
NAries,

poer, Mr. Ste

loft fon, was bred under that accomplifhed minift

and having 11‘tc1'.-lun! him through feveral courts of Ger-
at the diet of Ratill In
d envoy extraordinary to the court of i"EtL‘ri'DUJ'Uh, as he
aordinary thither on a more folemn and extraordi-

jon in 1710. M. de Matueof, the czar’s minifter at London, had

m ear 7oz appointed refide

Was ic

nary occ:
been arretled in the public {treet by two bailiffs, at the fuit of {fome tradef-
men to whom he was in'debt,  This affront had like to have been attended
with very ferious confequences. The czar, who had been abfolute enough
to civilize favages, had no idea, could conceive none, of the Pli\lit?ﬂ’{‘h ofa
«d in the only rational manner, by laws and liberties. He
de liate and {evere punifhment of the offenders :
it of a princeis, whom he thought interefted to aflert the facrednefs of the
perfons of monare hs, even in their reprefentatives ; and he demanded it with
threats of wreaking his vengeance on all Englith merchants and fubjeéls
eftablithed in his dominions. In this light the .menace was formidable—
otherwife, happily the rights of a whole people were more facred kere than
the perfons of foreign minifters. The czar's memorials urged the queen
with the fatisfaétion which the had extorted herfelf, when only the boat and
{ervants of the earl of Manchefter had been infulted at Venice. That ftate
had broken through their fundamental laws to content the queen of Great
Britain. How noble a pifture of government, when a monarch that can
force another nation to infringe its conflitution, dares not violate his own !
One may imagine with what difficulties our {ecretaries of ftate muft have la-
boured through all the ambages of phrafe in Englith, French, German, and
Rufs, to explain to Mufcovite ears and Mufcovite underftandings, the mean-
ing of indichments, pleadings, precedents, juries, and verdiéls * ; and how
impatiently Peter muft have lifiencd to promifes of a hearing next term !

nation civil
lernande J

#* Mr. ]jn;\'r-:nl!-_'s in hiz letter to the Ruffian  ticular account of the trial before the lord chief
embaflador, March 10, 1505, gives him a par- jultice Holr
Fide J'Lflz.l’.f."r_y'J I,{'_'re sf Peter 1. vol, 11, p- 57

With
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With what attonithment muft he have beheld a great queen eng: g
endeavour to prevail on her parliament to pafs an aét to prevent ;r,-i_»-

outraze for the future ! What honour dees it refleét on the memory of that
princefs, to fee her not bluth to own to an arbitrary emperor, that even to
appeafe Aim the dared not put the meaneft of her fubjeéts to death uncon-
demned by law ! ¢ There are,”’ fays

him,
eft to the ancient and fundamental laws

the®, in one of her difpatches to
¢ infuperable difficulties with re

vernment.of our people, which we fear do not fiermiz fo fevere and
rigorous a {entence to be given, as your Imperial Majefty at firft feemed to
expeét in this cafe: and we perfuade our Self, that your Imy perial \Idjcﬁv
who are a prince famous for L]a_mcnu. and for exact Ju{nu, \.ull not :cqutl
us, wiho are the guardian and proteéirefs of the laws, to infli¢t a punithment
upon our Iub'eda which the law does not empower us to do.””  Words fo
venerable and heroic, that this broil ought to become hiltory, and be ex-
empted from the oblivion due to the filly fquabbles of embaffadors and their
privileges.  If Anne deferved praife for her conduét on this occafion, it re-
flects fhill greater glory on Peter, that this ferocious man /ad patience to
liften to thefe details, and had moderation and juftice enough to be perfuaded
by the reafon of them.

Mr. Whitworth had the honour of terminating this quarrel.  In 1714 he
was appointed plenipotentiary to the diet of Aufbourg and Ratifbon ; in
1716, envoy extraordinary and plenipotentiary to the king of Prufiia; in
1717, envoy extraordinary to the Hague. In 14712 he returned in his for-
mer charatter to Berlin ; and-in 1721 king George 1. rewarded his long
fervices and fatigues, by creating him baron Whitworth of Galway in the
kingdom of Ireland, the preamble of his patent, enumerating many of his
virtues and labours, being as follows :

UM alii fomines re alid clart ine

/ Jefe Nobis commendavering, hawd
minorem tamen vel fibimet gloriam acquirere, vel Regnis noflris wtilivatem
copferre eos extflimamus, que res noftras ajnd. firincijies J!'"‘;re’ff."lf;{ﬂt' eXLErOs frr it
denter a'(f f’l*“"'“"’f' f’r"h“'r’-#f frant, J'rh'e’r-' fn’ﬁ e qur 'dem HHH':‘ f. rimum tum
‘.'\"H.rc-" .'_J,, vl &5 a'ff(e_?&'!_u

eras fie .lf;.';.'(‘f.r.f HIHNEr =

I?'x'.".r

=r- uo uf% atyre exercitatione, tum ,fr..un

e

Jr:r'({:-’."lﬁ.»'-'

r(mc:.f H

rworth drmiger.  Faruis i awles ex

* Mottley’s Life of Peter I. vol. ii. p. 67.
Vor. . Ge ' s
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bus fefe antecefforibus nofiris gloriofe memoria, Guilrelmo Tertio Regi, Regi
neque Anne ferfjieFum impirimis comprobatumgue reddidit.  In C amitils Ra-
tifbonenfibus, in Auld Ceafarco-Germanicd, atque apiud Czarum Muftovia
temporibus diffi i moments Jemper cum laude traftavit, ac meri-

[

" tis fuis eximits fummios honores rerum exterarum curatoribus tribui folites, legati

Seilicet extraordinarii et plenipotentiarii characlerem confecutus eff. Ita orna-
tuns, fta commendatun nos Eum accepimus, ac froinde ejus operd in arduis coni-
frlurtbus negotits tanto cum noffro commods tantoque omaium filaufu ufi fumus, vt
tefiimonio aliguo illufiri ejus virtutes, mtemeratam Jiracifiué fidem et conflan-
tiam, remunerandas effe cenflerimus ; ot cun Majeflatem wifreriz #affre deceal,
tum rebus traftandis pondus aliguod adjiciat nobilitatis [flendor atque ampli-
tuda, nos fraedicium Carolum Whitworth, quem legati nofiri extraordinarit ac
Jlenifiotentiarii titulis infignivimus ad tradflatus pacis in congreffu Branfvicenfi
Jf.u'ﬂxr'mo celebrandos, qui in Auld Berolinenfi, atque rfl('mdr Ordines Generales
Uniti Belgii, plend potentid ves noffras procuraty, ad dignitatem gradumgue
Baranis in Regno nefiro Hibersie firomovendum ffe fatupmus:  Seiates
dgitur, e,

The next year his lordthip was entrufted with the affairs of Great Britain
at the congrefs of Cambray, in the charaéter of embaffador extraordinary and

enipotentiary. He returned home in 1724, and died the next year at his
plenipotentiary. He returned | 724, and died th Ly tl
houfe in Gerard-freet, London. His body was interred in Weftminfter-
abbey.

Thefe thort memorials, communicated to me by his family without any
oftentation, are all 1 have been able to recover of a man fo ufeful te his
country ; who befides the following little picce, which muft retrieve and
preferve his charaéler from oblivion, has left many volumes of ftate-letters
and papers in the pofleflion of his relations. One little anecdote of him
was told by the late fir Luke Schaub, who had it from himfelf: Lord Whit-
worth had had a perfonal intimacy with the famous czarina Catherine, at a
time when ber favours were not purchafed nor rewarded at {o extravagant a
rate as that of a diadem. When he had compromifed the rupture between
the court of England and the czar, he was invited to a ball at court, and
taken out to dance by the czarina.  As they began the minuet, fhe fqueezed
him by the hand, and faid 1 a whifper, Have you forgot little Kate ?

It
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It is to be lamented that {o agreeable a writer as lord Whitworth has not
left us more ample accouuits of this memorable woman. Ewven his portrait
of her lord is not detailed enough to fatisfy our curiofity. How frikine a
picture might an author of genius form from the contraft exhibited to Europe
by four extraordinary men at the fame period ! Peter recalled that image
of the founders of empires, of whom we read with much fatisfaétion and
much incredulity in ancient ftory :—Charles the twelfth, of thofe frantic
heroes of poefy, of whom we read with perhaps more fatisfation and no
credulity at all. Romulus and Achilles filled half our gazettes, while Lewis
the fourteenth was treading to univerfal monarchy with all the pomp and
policy of thefe latter ages. William the third was oppefing this modern
Xerxes with the fame arts; and (with perhaps a little of Charles’s jealoufy)
had the good fortune to have his quarrel confounded with that of Europe,
While Peter tamed his ﬁwages. raifed cities, invited arts, converted forefts
wto fleets, Charles was trying to recall the improvements of war to its firft
principle, brutal ftrength ; fancying that the weight of the Turkifh empire
was to be overturned by a fingle arm, and that heroic obftinacy might be a
Cfn!]‘:ts:rpoiﬁ: to gunpowder.

A philofopher in thefe four men faw at once the great outlines of what
the world had been, and what it is.

Lord Whitworth’s MS. was communicated to me by Richard Owen Cam-
bridge, efq. having been purchafed by him in a very curious fet of books,
collected by monfieur Zolman, fecretary to the lute Stephen Poyntz, efq.
This little library relates folely to Ruffian hiftory and affairs, and contains in
many languages every thing that perhaps has been written on that country,
Mr. Cambridge's known benevolence, and his difpofition to encourage every
ufeful undertaking, has made him willing to throw open this magazine of
curjofity to whoever is inclined to compile a hiftory or elucidate the trani-
actions of an empire, almoft unknown cven to its cotempaorarics.
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