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The Happy Refentment.
7o b 5 65 BN, N L 5 e

By Hexry Lord * Hype and CorNBURY.

HE following fcenes were written many years ago by a noble lord,

and given at that time to Mrs. Porter to difpofe of for her benefit.
Several reafons, unneceflary to mention, prevented the reprefentation of
them : but it would be ingratitude to the memory of the illuftrious author
not to acquaint the world, that they were a very juvenile produétion ; and
this notice is given, lefs with an intention of avowing blemifhes, than of
calling for approbation on fuch early talents, and on virtues {o mature inan
age in which wit is too apt to want judgment, and 1s {o {eldom attentive to
the beauties of morality. The plan of the comedy was to contraft the cele-
brated Provoked Hufband, and to vindicate the fofter fex from the afperfian
of being the weaker in their peculiar province, domeftic life; a good-natured
and a difinterefted defign. His lordfhip’s abilities have been too much dif-
tinguifhed fince to want the flattery of our comparing his performance with
one of the beft comedies in the Englifh language : the enfuing piece is evi-
dently inferior to the Provoked Hufband, in every thing but what ought to
be the foundation of all comedy, the moral leflons it inculcates : no wonder

* Only fon of Henry Hyde the laft earl of Clarendon. Lord Hyde died at Paris before his father.
4 his
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his h)'.';'.ﬁlij‘r':: \\'ri';i:l_‘\;'; excelled in what he himfelf excelled {o eminently !
They were the emanations of one of the beft hearts that ever warmed a hu-
man breaft. 'He was upright, calm, fteady ; his virtues were of the gentleft
iplexion, yet of the firmeft texture : vice could not bend him, nor party
warp him ; even his own talents could not miflead him. Though a mafter
of eloquence, he preferred juftice and the love of his country, to all the ap-

£

plaufe which the violence of the times in which he lived, was fo prodigal of
heftowing upon orators who diftinguith themfelves in any faétion ; but the

tinfel of popularity, and the intrinfic of corruption, were equally his con-

tempt. He {poke, nor wrote, nor afled for fame.
object and end of all his actions, can that life be obfcure? Can thofe writ-

As roodnefs was the

ings which breathe his foul not be walnable, when we are aflured by the

greateft ® authority, and that too of one who knew him well, thar it is a teft

L

of virtue to difdain whatever ke difdained 2

Let it not be thought prefumption in an old and ence favoured fervant of
the public, if the avows herfelf more proud than interefted in pub]iﬂqing the
beneficence of fo illuftrious and honoured a patron ; and if fhe flatters herfelf,
when her powers of contributing to the amufement of the public are no
more, that fhe at leaft makes it no unacceptable offering.

She begs leave to'embrace this opportunity of acknowledging and r{:!uruing
her moft humble thanks for the great and uncommon generofity fhe has ex-
perienced on this cceafion, and for the patronage of fo many noble perfons ;
and the defires to repeat her gratitude for fuch a feries of favours from the
kind indulgence of the public, who have had the goodnefs to accept her in-

clination and endeavours to pleafe, as real merit.
Her grateful fenfe of their benevolence can never expire but with her life.

* Djidain whatever Cornbury difdains. Pope.
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