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AV ER T I'S E MIEENT
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EDWARD Lorp HERBERT
Or R R B LSy e

Written by himfelf.

OME years ago the following pages would have been reckoned one of
the greateft prefents which the learned world could have received,
The Life of the famous Lord Herbert of Cherbury, written by himfelf,
would have excited the curiofity of the whole republic of letters. Perhaps
a lefs proportion of expectation may astend this its late appearance. Not
that the abilities of the noble writer have fallen into difefteemn. His reign
of Henry VIIL is allowed to bea mafterpiece of hiftoric biography. But
they were his fpeculative works, which, raifing a multitude of admirers or
cenfors from their acutenefs and fingularity, made lord Herbert’s a name of
the firft importance. The many great men, who illuftrated the fucceeding
period, have taken off fome of the public attention; for it is only a genius
of the firft force, whofc fame dilates with ages, and can buoy itfelf up above
the indiference which fteals upon mankind, as an author becomes lefs and
lefs the fubject of converfation, Speculative writers, however penctrating,
however fublime their tal ents, feldom attain the feal of univerfal approbation;
becaufe, of all the various abilities which Providence has beftowed on man,
reafoning is not the power which has been brought to ftandard perfection.

* Printed at Strawberry-hill.
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Poetry and cloquence have been fo far perfected, that the great mafters in
thofe branches fill remain unequalled: But where is tha: book of human
argumentation, where that {y ﬁt‘.m of human opinions, which has not been
partly confuted or exploded ! Novelty itfelf in matters of metaphyfical en-
quiry often proves, in effet, a confutation of antecedent novelties. Oppo-
nents raife the celebrity of the doétrine they attack : newer doétrines {tifle
that celebrity. This isa truth, which the lwn s of lord Herbert's age would
not have liked to hear ; but what has happened to many other great meny
has been his fate too: they who meaned to wound his ﬂmm, extended it :
when the ery of enthufiafts was drawn off to frefher game, his renown grew
fainter. His moral character recovered its luftre, but has fewer {peétators to
gaze at i,

This Introduétion to his Life may not be im
miflead the reader, whe will henee perhaps expect from his own pen fome
account of a perfon’s creed, whom a few fottifh zealots once reprefented as
having none at all. His lm:]i]up 5 ll!u"[lll”f! belief” and awful veneration of
the Dcm will clearly appear in thefe pages; but neither the unbeliever nor the
monk will have farther fatisfaétion. This life of a philofopher is neither a
deduction of his opinions,. nor a table of philofophy—I will ‘anticipate the
reader’s furprife, though it fhall be but in a word : to his atonithment he
will find, that the luﬂ:urv of don Q\_['\-Uu’.. was the life of Plate.

er, though at firft it may

The noble family, which gives thefe theets to the world, is above the lit-
tle prejudices which make many a race defraud the public of what was de-
fizned for it by thofe who alone had a right to give or withhold. It is above
fupprefling ‘what lord Herbert dared to tell.. Foibles, paffions, perhaps fome
vanity, furely fome wrongheadednefs; thefe he fcorned to conceal, for he
foug [;t tr uth, wrote on t]uth, was truth: he honeftly-told when he had
miffed or miftaken it. His defcendants, not blind to his faults, but through
them conduéting the reader to his virtues, defire the world to make this
candid obfervation with them,. ¢ That there muft have been a wonderful
fund of internal virtue, of ftrong refolution and manly philofophy; which in
an age of fuch miftaken and barbarous gallantry, of fuch abiurd ufages and
fullz rrlnry, could enable lord Herbert to fc‘f_-» fame better founded, and could
mike him -refleft that there might be a more defirable kind of glory than
that of a romantic duellift.”” None fhut their eyes fo obftinately againit {
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ing what is ridiculous, as they who have attained a maftery in it: but that
was not the cafe of lord Herbert. His valour made him a hero, be the
heroifm in vogue what it would ; his found parts made him a philofopher.
Few men in truth have }‘1<___3'|_.'r-,n1 {o -:i:-|1i'1:i-;_",1f.'a11ﬂ_',- in !ightﬁ {o various; and his
defcendants, though they cannot approve him in every walk of glory, would
perhaps injure memory, if the

luffered the world to be ignorant, that he

. into which his impetuons temperament

was formed to fhine in every {ph

or predominant reafon cenduéted him.

As a foldier, he won the efteem of thofe great captains the prince of
Orange and the conftable de Montmorency ; as a knight, his chivalry was
drawn from the pureft founts of the Fairy Queen. Had he been ambitious,
the beauty of his perfon would have carried him as far as any gentle knight
can afpire to go. As a public minifter, he fupported the dignity of his
country, even when its prince difgraced it; and that he was qualified to
write its annals as well as to ennoble them, the hiftory I have mentioned
proves, and muft make vs lament that he did not complete, or that we have
loit, the account he purpofed to give of his embafly. Thefe bufy {cenes
were blended with, and terminated by, meditation and philofophic enquiries.
Strip each period of its excefles and errors, and it will not be eafy to trace
out, or difpofe the life of a man of guality into a fucceffion of employments
which would better become him. Valour and military aéivity in youths
bufinefs of flate in the middle age ; contemplation and labours for the in-
formation of pofterity in the calmer fcenes of clofing life: this was lord
Herbert : the deduction he will give himfelf.

The MS. was in great danger of being loft to the world. Henry lord
Herbert, grandfon of the author, died in 16g1 without iflue, and by his
will left his eftate to Francis Herbert of Ouakly-park, (father of the prefent
carl of Powis), his fifter’s fon. At Lymore in Montgomeryfhire (the chief
feat of the family after Cromwell had demolithed Montgomery-caftle) was
preferved the original manufeript.  Upon the marriage of Henry lord Her-
bert with a daughter of Francis earl of Bradford, Lymore, with a eonfider:
able part of the eftate thereabouts, was allotted for her jointure. = After his
deceafe, lady Herbert ufually refided there; fhe died in 1712, The MS.
could not then be found; yet while fhe lived there it was knowit to have
been in her hands.  Some years afterwards it was difcovered: at Lymore
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among fome old papers, in very bad condition, feveral leaves be;
and others ftained to fuch a degree as to make it fearcely lewih
thefe circumiftances, enquiry was made of the Herberts of Ribbisf
feended from fir Henry Herbert, a younger brother of the auth
relation to a duplicate of the memoirs, which was confdently faid
their cuftody. It was allowed that fuch a dupli :
could recolleét what was become of it. ~ At laft, about the year 1737, this
book was fent to the earl of Powis, by a gentleman whofe father had pur-
chafed an eftate of Henry Herbert of Ribbisford (fon. of fir \Henry Herbert
above mentioned), in whom was revived in 1694 ‘the title ‘of Chirbury,
which had extinguithed in 16g1. By him (after the fale of the eftate) fome
few books, pictures, and other things were left in the houfe, and ren

had exifted ; but no one

.]:lil:c:.i
there to'r737. This manufeript was amongf(t them ; which not only by the
contents (as far as it was poilible to collate it with the original) but by the
fimilitude of the writing, appeared to be the duplicate fo much fought after,

Being written when lord Herbert was paft fixty, the work was probably
never completed. The fpelling is in general given as in the: MS, but fome
obvious miftakes it was necellary to correét, and a few notes have been
added, to point out the moft remarkable perfons mentioned in the text. The
ftyle 1s remarkably good for that age, which coming between the nervous
and expreflive manlinefs of the preceding century, and the purity of the pre-
fent ftandard, partook of neither. His lordfhip’s obfervations are new and
acute; fome very fhrewd, as that to the due de Guife, p- 148 ; his difeourfe
on the reformation, very wife. To the French confeflor his reply, p. 168,
was fpirited ; indeed his behaviour to Luynes, and all his condué gave ample
evidence of his conftitutional fire. But nothing is more marked than the air
of veracity or perfuafion which runs through the whole narrative. If he
makes us wonder, and wonder makes us doubt, the charm of his ingenuous
integrity difpels our hefitation. The whole relation throws fingular light on
the manners of the age, though the gleams are tranfient. In thofe manners
nothing is more ftriking than the firange want of police in this country : I
will not point out inftances, as I have already perhaps too much opened the
contents of a book, which, if it gives other readers half the pleafure it af-
forded me, they will own themfelves extraordinarily indebted to the noble
petion, by whofe favour I am permitted to communicate to them f{o great
4 curiofity,

Vor. 1. Hh ADVERTISEMENT
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