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FUGITIVE PIECES

AV E RoT-1 S B Mol N <F

TO

A

CATALOGUE and DESCRIPTION

Of Kinc CHARLES the FirsT's

CAPITAL COLLECTION or

Pi&tures, Statues, Bronzes, Medals, &c.

HE catalogue, now offered to the public, of the colleftion of pic-
tures belonging to king Charles the firft, was tranferibed by the late
curious and induftrious Mr. VertvuEg, froma MS. in the Afhmolean mu-
faum, and was by him prepared for the prefs, part of it being actually printed

off before his death.

have been taken by one ¥ Vanderdoort, keeper of the king’s cabinet

The catalosue appears, from pages
o i ¥ I o

s7.and 63, te
piftures,

L %)

jewels, &c. who had before {ferved prince Henry in the fame employment :
nd indeed, from every page, it appears not to have been compiled by an

a ] £ o P B,
Englithman, the language in many places being barely intelligible ; in none,

* InSaunderfon’s Graphice is this account of
this Abraham Vanderdoort’s death. The king
had recommended to him to take particular care
of an excellent miniature by Giblon, the parable
of the loft theep: he laid it up fo carefully, that
when the king afked for it, Vanderdoort could
not find it in defpair he went and hznged him-
{elf. After his death, his executors found and

5

=

reftored it.  As it is not mentioned in this cata-
logue, probably it was newly purchafed.
Fide Saunderfon, p. 14
There is a fine head of Vanderdoort in lord
Oxford’s colle@ion, by Dobfon, whom king
Charles called the Englifh Tintoret,and yet there
is not one piflure by him in the following ca-
talogue,

tolerably
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to.uﬂ.l:l_\' pure *.  Yet it was apprehended, that putting it into a new drefs
ml: ht have deftroyed much of the fidelity of the duf{-]'iptimm:‘.. which feem
very accutately taken; and as elegance of diétion is by no means a neceflary
ingredient to a cata e, it s ilﬂpcd that the Cliilﬂ.": will prefer the rude
eriginal, in its native rrut‘: to @ more polithed, but perhaps lefs faithful
narrative.

King Charles's collection was one of the moft celebrated in Europe: he
loved, he underftood, he patronized the arts. Not having the fortune to
find great geniufes in ,‘nmtmrr among his own fubjeéls, he 1 called over fome
left mafters of other nations—a commier uL.Lk partiality to fore
it :.C[]-].L'l- to enrich and inftruét his own country. Nor did he umlmt
befides feparate pieces, he purchafed the celebrated
uke of Mantua; having firft laid a foundation of what he
inherited from his brother the amiable prince Henry, who, as appears from
this catalogue, had, amongft his other qualifications, a tafte for pi€tures, and
a noble zeal for encouraging the arts.

of the :

ers,
his expence to art
colleftion of the

It is recorded of king Charles, that at one time he made a prefent of ultra-
marine to the value of five hundred pounds to Vandyke and Mrs, Carlifle,a
celebrated paintrefs; and the immenfe price of eighty thoufand pounds,
which his majefty is faid to have agreed to pay to the fame great mafter, for
Uluftrating the banqueting-houfe with the ceremonies of the garter, is rather
a comment on the magnificence of the prince, and the genius of the painter,
than probably a matter of faét.—That noble chamber was foon deftined to

a more melancholy folemnity !

The ftroke that laid rovalty fo low, difmiffed the painter, and difperfed
ection : the firlt cabinets in }".L:l'-:*a]‘r': thine with its
b the royal palaces at

; 1 e 2
the rﬂ}':tl virtuola's cal

fpoils J. The few fine pieces thinly fcattered throu

* Tom Hearne, who was going to print it, iffued out to examine HughPeters concerning

teok it for German, and dropped the defign, tie difpofal of the piftures, jewels, &c. belong-

ing to the royal family, but foon came to no-

1 Albanointe England, by a letter thing, by the obflinacy or ignorance of Peters,

Acad, Pidd, p.282. who would mot or could not give the defired
f:‘!l:.-iﬁlaiun.

4+ Heinvi
written with }

& own hand.

Fide Gew, Dif?. voli it p. 3R
home

t After the reftoration a comr
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home, are chicfly what were faved or re-affembled of king Charles’s {plendid
rchafed ‘and reftored fome * 1o
ing in the vaults of

asallery : the Dutch are reported to have p

13

lpom or per

his fon :  the belt part are buried in thi

e

the Efeurial.  The late prince of Wales, who had begun to aflfemble a

colle€tion, propofed to acquire as many as poffible of king Charles’s pic-

tures—but painting has fHll been unfortunate in Britain !

The fire of Whitehall contributed to deftroy what rebellion and rapine had

{pared. Many portraits of royal perfons, of whom no image is left, perithed

in thofe Aamies.  The faireft works of the natural Holbein, and the exquifite
Haac Oliver, were probably loi
of them, preferved in this rude tranfeript, muft recommend it to the judi-

t there : works fo valuable, that the memory

ious reader.

cious and cu

A {till farther view is aimed at. Catalogues of this fort are defervedly
grown into efteem : while a collection remains entire, the ufe of the cata-
l::_;l'__-"l_',(_' s obvious: when {]-_Iil'JL"r;IL'LL it often ferves to authenticate a pi&'\]l'r:,
adds to its imaginary value, and beftows a fort of hiftory on it. It is to be
> catalogues of confpicuous colleétions
was univerfal : and perhaps this, fo coarfely executed, may tend to incite
more elegant imitations. Hitherto, this Vanderdoort, and one or two
foreigners fcarce better qualified, have been the chief illuftrators of Britifh
muleums . One Gambarini be sroke’s colledtion, and
made pompous promifes of proceeding with what he was incapable of execut-
d ftatues at Wilton J:
the coins and medals have been publithed in a fair edition. Many of the
duke of Devonthire's and dotor Mead's appear in Haym’s Teforo Brifaanico.
Thefe, and the Edes Walpoliane, are, 1 think, the only deferiptions of the
riches of a country, which for fome years has been affembling the arts and
works of the politeft nations and greateit mafters,

wifhed, that the prattice of compefit

an with lord Pen

ing well. There 15 another account of the piftures an

. '[H.hc}’ are publithed in Gerard Reyntz's clofet for that'purpofe. He made the catalogue
Gallery; of whote widow [EIEY wWere bcus!]!. ‘.'.c:':'bn!ingh", but [ do not find that it was evel
printed.
+ It feems that king Charles’s medals were Fide Aemerrs of El Afbmole, prefixed to bis
faved, or that his fon made a colle@ion; forthe Berkflire, p. 10, 24.
latier ordered Afhmale to make a defeription of :
his medals, and :ll['sgnml Heory the eighth's " [?}' (.'0‘.\.'([1.".5!. Ancther fince b!’ Kennedy.
Fhe
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Tk tablithment of the Britith mufzum {eemsa charter for inc‘orperating
of virsi. It 15 to be hoped that collettions, wont to
autions into obicurity, will there find a centre! Who that
leftine his collettion to the Britith muf@um, would not purchafe
s with redoubled {pirit and pleafure, whenever he refleéted, that he

was collecting for his country, and would have his name recorded as a bene-

{ - to its arts and improvements{ And when fo fair a foundation 1s laid,
if pictures and {tatues flow in to books and medals, and curiofities of every
v we not flatter ourfelves, that a Britifh academy of arts will arife ¢
aft, that we fhall not want great mafters of our own, when models are
ared, and our artifts can ftudy Greece and Rome, Praxiteles and Ra-

phael, without ftirring from their own metropohs ¢

ADVERTISEMENT
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