UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEK
PADERBORN

Universitatsbibliothek Paderborn

The Works Of Horatio Walpole, Earl of Orford

In Five Volumes

Walpole, Horace

London, 1798

Advertisement to a Catalogue of the Collection of King James II.

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-54372

Visual \\Llibrary


https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-54372

238 FUGITIVE PIECES.

ADVER TIAIS E*M-ENT

TO A
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OF THE

CorLLeEcTION of PicturEes, &,

BELONGING TO

Kinc jAMES the SEcCOND.

HE following catalogm:ﬁ., as well as that of kiug “harles’s colleftion
publifhed laft fummer, were purchafed by the * editor at the fale of

Mr. Vertve, The firft [that of king James's colleétion] was tranfcribed
from a book in the poffeflion of the late earl of Oxford, with the king’s
arms on the covers, which probably was for his majefty’s ownufe. There
are fhort defcriptions of each pifture, but no meafures. In one leaf it is
faid, that the Mantuan colleftion, which by the former catalogue feems to
have been greatly damaged, coft king Charles fourfcore thoufand pounds.
It adds, that part of the colleftion was purchafed of one Mr. Frofely ; ano-
ther part, prefented to the fame king by the lord abbot Montagu, almoner
to queen Henrietta-Maria; and a handfome number, the gift of the States
to Charles II. They had belonged to his father, were bought during the
rebellion by mynheer Reyntz, a virtuofo, [whofe collection was engraved,
with prints of thefe very piftures] and on his death were purchafed and re-

* William Bathoe, Bockleller.
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ored by the States, The catalogue i ied by Mr. Chiffinch, of the
king’s bed chamber; and in the laft leaf are fome memorandums of furniture
in the cuftody of different wardrobe-keepers, and quantities of royal plate,
all which {eem to have been {pecified in lord Oxford’s manufeript,

The catalogue of queen Caroline’s clofet was taken by Mr. Vertue himfelf
in 1743 and contains an account of a very valuable cabinet ; particularly of
that curious parcel of origindl drawings rJfHulbLm the fketches for his por-
traits-in 0il. They are not only fomc of his moft mafterly performances,
but preferve reprefentations of many illuftrious perfons of the court of Henry
VIII. and of whem no other piftures are known. ‘There are portraits of the
ace t:tl"}nlth&l earl of Surrey at different ftages of hislife ; of an admired poet
at the fame time, lord Vaux; of two or three of the queens, and other
beauties. It is pt- y that {o valuable a treafure fhould not be enfured to the
wublic by engrav 1|*cr-a * ' "They feem to bave Compu[u’l that book mentioned
in king Char rles’s ullut]on, page 4, which his majefty exchanged with the
lord el ll'“lhcl' 1in Pembroke for a Saint George by Raphael, and which his
lordihip gave to that great colleftor the earl of Arundel. A few of the fame
fet are in the pofleflion of the lady Elizabeth Germain. 1 do not doubt but
it 18 the fame book mentioned with fuch encamiums, and {oidefervedly, by
Saunderfon, in his Graphice, page 79. ‘There are many other curious pieces
in this cabinet, aflembled by her late majefty, who had great pleafure in

collehing and preferving the diperfed: remains.of the colle€tion belonging to
the crown, who formed the gallery of royal portraits at Kenfington, and was
the gracious .ltmm‘ 5 of ev ery art.
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% We cannot help hmcm:rg, thatthe por- wife remain fhut up from the public, and
aits [at Windlor] of an age fo celebrated for be liable to be twtally laft, by sot being env
beauty as the reign of Charles i, fhould like-
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