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MARGARET, CountEss of RICHMOND
and DERBY,

HE mother of Henry the feveith, to whom fhe feems to have willinely
ceded her sa right to the erown, whilethe employed herfelf in foundine

colle more real devotion and goodnefs than ~'-cnci'zt'|1_‘-' attend
lo mu i 1 While fhe was yet youn g and a rich heirefs, the great
duke-of L';:‘.I-:_LJ]!-.. minifter to:Henry the fixth, or rather to queen Mareoaret,

folicited her in marriage for his{on, though the king himfelf wooed hegifor
his half-brother Edmund.  On {o nice a pomt the gnud young lady advifed

ntlewoman, who thinking it too great a decifion to take
upon herfelf, recommended her to faint Nichelas, who, whipping on fome
t'|\i1i‘l'1}m] robes, appeared to. herand declared in favour of ldnmind. © The

with an elderly

old @ L|'11 woman, [ 1L] po e, was dead, and faint Nicholas out of the w ay ;
for we hear nothing of the lady M irgaret cor Hulti ng n"| er of them on []l{
choice of two other hutbands after the death of earl Edn nund, by whom fhe
had king Henry.  Sir Henry Stafford, the {fecond, bcqucnrhcd to his fon=in-
law a trappur of four new horfe harnifth of velvet; and his mother the du-

chefs of Buckingham, in confideration of the lady Margaret’s great affeftion

C_‘-

for literature, gave her the following legacy by her w ill: «To my daughter

* Memoirs of feveral ladies of Great Britain who have been celebrated for theiriwrivings, &c.”
by George Ballard, 1753,

2 Richmond
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ichmond a book of Enclith, beine a lepend of faints ; a book of French,
Ricl I a book of Englith, being a legend of { a book of F

called Lucun ; another book of French of the epiftles and gofpels; and a
ilt, covered with purple velvet ®.

primmer with clafps of filver g =

Her virtues are exceedingly celebrated : ¢ her humility was fuch that fhe
would often fay, on condition that the princes of Chriftendom would com-
bine themfelves and march againft their common enemy the Turks, fhe
would moft w jl]ingl}' attend them and be their laundrefs in the L':ll:‘l!p-i‘.” And
for her chaftity, the reverend Mr. Baker, who re-publifhed bithop Fifher's
funeral fermon on her, informs us, * that in her laft hufband’s days fhe ob-
tained a licence of him to live chafte, whereupon the took upon her the vow
of celibacy.”—A boon as feldom requefted, T believe, of a third hufband, as
it probably would be eafily granted.

This princefs publithed

“ The mirroure of golde for the finfull {foule, tranflated from a French
tranflation of a book called Speculum aureum peccatorum. Emprynted at
London, in Fletitrete, at the figne of St. George, by Richard Pynfon.” Quart-
to, with cuts on vellum {.

¢ Tranflation of the fourth ook of door J- Gerfon's treatife of the imi-
tation and following the blefled life of our moft merciful faviour Chrift.”
Printed at the end of doétor William Atkinfon’s Englith tranflation of the
three firlt books, 1504,

“ A letter to her fon is printed in Howard's colle@ion of letters §.”

She alfo, by her fon's command and authority, * made the orders [yet ex-
tant] for great eftates of ladies and noble women, for their precedence, at-
tires, and wearing of barbes at funerals over the chin and under the fame ||.”
“They are extant among the Harleian MSS. §

. Dugd:d:. § Page 185,
+ Camden's Remaing, p. 271, edit. 1651, I Ballard and Sandford.
t Ballard, p. 16. § N° 1107, art. Ioo.

FYOANNA
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FOANNA4 Laoy BERGAVENNY.

II\' lord Oxford’s library was the following book* ;

¢ The monument of matrons, containing feven feveral lamps of virginitie
or diftin@ treatifes, compiled by Thomas Bently,” black letter, no date. In
the beginning was a note written by the reverend Mr. Baker, faying that this
book contained feveral valuable pieces or prayers, by queen Katherine, quech
Elizabeth, the lady dbergavenny and others. If 1 guefs right, this lady
Abergavenny was Joanna, daughter of Thomas Fitz-Alan earl of Arundel,
wife of George lord Bergavenny, who died in the twenty-feventh of Henry
the eighth, and niece of that bright reftorer of literature, Antony ear]l Rivers.
If my conjecture is juft, fhe was probably the foundrefs of that noble ichool
of female learning, of which [with hesfelf ] there were no lefs than four au-
thorefles in three defcents, as will appear by this thort table, and by the fub-
fequent account of thofe illuftrious ladies :

Thomas Fitz-Alan Earl of Arundel,
Margaret Widville,

L ] ey
William, Joanna,
George lord Bergavenny,
T Henry—1 Mary Arundel,
2 Catherine Grey,
S

F hl
Joanna, Mary,
Lord Lumley, T. duke of Norfolk.
# Harl. Catal. vol i. p. 100. the lord Lumley, after whofe death it was pur-

chafed by James I. for prince Henry, and is now

f This lord had 2 valuable library, in which in the Mufeum, feveral of the books having the
were many MBS, {aved out of convents at the mnames of Avandel and Lu mley in them.

dilfolution,and which defcended to hisfonsin-law Fide Birck's Life of Pr. Henry, pps 161, 163,

Lany
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LApy FANE 'GRAY.

"1"‘1]]5 admirable young herpine fhould perhaps be inferted in the Royal
Catalogue, rather than here, as the'was no peerefs
her there, as fhe is never ranked in the lift of kings and queens, it is im-

; but having omitted

|~\_:I'§:.i_'!1tr ('I‘Jl.it"c|:. to leave out the faireft ornament of her {fex. It is remarkable
that her mother [like the countefs of Richmond before mentioned | not only
waved her* {mall pretenfions in favour of her daughter, but bore her train
when fhe made her public entry into the Tower 1.

Of this lovely {cholar’s writing we have

“ Four Latin epiftles,” three to Bullinger, and one to her fifter the lady
Catherine 5 printed in a book called * Epiftola ab ecclefie Helveticee re-
formatoribus, vel ad cos feripte, &c.” Tiguri, 1742, oftavo. The fourth
was written the night before her death in a Greek teftament in which the had
g, and which the fent to her fifter.

been readis

was from the younger filter of
ary the eighth, and there were defeendents of

zlder living; whofe claim indeed had been fet I ¢
i Mary gueen of l"r;ulcu, by whom he had
e dochiefs. V. If however Cha

.\|_-i||g founded on national L:.'tlwdit_'m'f_', could firl [11:Irl‘j:%§l‘. fhould be deemed null, t

afide ‘.l_v the power ;ivnl lJy p.n[i.uucm to Hlig
He
nol ¢
be of no force; and additionally invalidated by fuch plea to be made in fayour of the 'd
iz by the fame authority fettled the. Frances herfelf; Henry duke of Suffolk, £
crown preferablyon his own danghters, whowere  Jane, being aclually married to the
both living.  II. Her mother, from whem alone of Arundel, whom he divorced
Jane coubl derive amy .right, was alive. III. grounds, to make roomn for his marci
‘That mother was young enough to have other Frances.

childven [not being paft thirty-one § at the death

of 'k:ll;_; Edward]; and if {he had bornea !'on, his + S:T!‘pt'h [‘.T:mo[i_u[s., vol. 1. P2

ta regulate the fuccellion : a power which,

that king hs

§ See Fertud's pri id Ber fecond bufband, wbere ber age it
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“ Her conference with Feckenham abbet of Weftminfter, who was fent
to convert her to popery i T

“ A letter to doftor Harding, her father's C‘]‘L-’lj*l;tin, who had ape

* A prayer for her own ufe during her imprifonment .

¢ Four Latin verfes written in prifon with a pin§.”
1

Herfpeech on the {fcaftold ||.™

Hadllinthed and fir Richard Baker {fay the wrote divers other things, but
not where they are to be found. Bale ¥ adds to the above-mentioned

i p-I-u

he complaint of a finner.”
* The duty of a chriftian.”
Fox ¥ mentions

€€ A letter to her father”? 1 fuppufc it is the {fame that is preferved among
the Harl, MSS, N° 2194, art, 13.

There are befides in a manual of prayers, which has been fuppofed to be
the compofition of the proteftor Somerfet, two notes written by lady Jane

Gray, and another by her hufband, which have efcaped all the authors that
mention her. They are preferved among the Harl. MSSi in the Mufeum,

N°® 2342,art, 35.

* Ballard, p.1s5. f| Ballard, p. 114.
i Printcdit fiumote ottt it
+ Printed in the Ph enix; vol: 1i. p. 28. ¢ Page 110,
f Vide Fox's AQs and Monuments, i
: y Forx, p. 1420,
§ Ballard, p. 116.

Yor, I Qqq MARY
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MARY Countess of ARUNDE L,

D AUGHTER o

sullex, and a

[ohn Arundel, married fir(t to Robert Ratcliff earl of

to Henry Fitz-Alan carl of Arundel, as may be

he tranflated from Englith inte Latin

¢ Sententias & l‘:';.;'-;'-_.lJ';1 ndri Severi 5111|w_-[':stn‘.'i=_: ;' and dedi-

cated it to her father. Extant in manufcript in the king’s library ®.
% De ftirpe & familid Alexandei Severy & de fignis qua i portendebant
imperium,”’

From Greek into Latin,

st Seletta ientum Grazcorum.”

{ententias feptem {

¢ Similitudines ex Platonis, Ariftotelis, Senece & aliorum philofophorum
libris colleftas.” Dedicated to her father o

Learning had now taken a confiderable flight fince the days of Edward the

-
fourth . fir Thomas More mentions it as very extraordinary that Jane Shore

could read and write.

FOANNA Laoy LUMLEY,

D:’&UGH'I‘ER—in—lﬂw of the lady laft mentioned, tranflated from the

eriginal into Latin
% Tfocrates’s oration called Archidamus.” Manufcript in the king's library.
% The fecond and third orations to Nicocles.,” Dedicated to her father 1.

* Vide Calley’s Catal, p. 169, + Vide Tanner's Biblioth, EBrit. p. 50, and Cafley ubi fupra. 1 Ibid,
& A fourth,




NOBLE AUTHORS. 483

I

“ A fourth, entitled Evagoras.” ‘Dedicated to the fame, in the fame place.
From Greek into Englifh,

# The Iphigenia of Euripides.” Extant in the fame place.

MARY Ducuess.of NORFOLK®¥,

OUNGER fifter of lady Lumley, and firft wife of Thomas duke of Nor-
folk, who was beheaded on account of the queen of Scots, tranilated

from Greek

¢ Certain ingenious featences colleGed out of various authors." Dedi-
cated to her father .

MARY Countess of PEMBR OKE,

i
'__I_ H E celebrated fifter of fir Philip Sidney, wrote

“ Poems and tranflations in verfe of feveral pfalms,” faid to be preferved
in the library at Wilton f. There are a few printed with Francis Davifon’s

5

[1[1;.'_1'1‘5 Y

<« A difcourfe of life and death, written m French, by Philip Mornay,
done into Englith by the countefs of Pembrolke, dated May 13, 1590, at
Wilton.!” Prioted at London for H. Ponfonby, 1600, 12mo.

* Bhe died in 1557, § WVide Percy’s Reliqued of ancient Englifh
- ey T
t - poetry; vol. i pe 403

the

')
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i
=
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The tragedie of Antonie, done into Englifh by the countefs of Pem-

broke.”” Lond. 1595, 12mo.

¢ Three of her letters are printed in fir Toby Matthews's colle&ion.”

EETLABET H, Lapy - RUSSEL,

O: a family as learned as the Fitz-Alans, was third daughter of fir An-

':i',-_m}- Cooke, and fifter of the ladies Bur l('il._-:fl and ‘]iiL-"-.':I_'.T whoie erudi=-
tion is fufficiently known. She wasmarried, firft to fir Thomas Hobby, ¢em-
baffador from queen Elizabeth at Paris, where he died 1566 ; and fecondly
to John lord Ruffel, fon of Francis, the fecond earl of Bedford. She fur-
, and wrote Greek, Latin and Englifh epitaphs in

vived both her hufban
verfe for them and others of her relations. It is her daughter by her {econd

huiband, whofe effigy 1s foolifhly thown in Weltmin{ter-abbey, as killed by

the prick of a needle.
Lady Ruflek tranflated out of French into Englith

“ A way of reconciliation of a good and learned man, touching the true
nature and fubftance of the body and bloed of Chrift in the facrament.
Printed 1605 ; and dedicated to her daughter Anne Ruflel, wife of lord

Henry, Somerfet *, heir of Edward carl of Worcefter ; with Latinand Englifh

verfes.

Ballard has printed T

3 o

“ A letter to lord Burleigh about the extravagance of her youngeft fon.”

* Dugdile, in the pedigtee of Ruffel, calls him wards marquis of Worcefter, married this Aarne
Henry Herbert ; but there never was a Herbert  Ruiiel,
earl of Worcelter. In the pedigree of the Somer-
fets he [ays rightly, that Henry Somerfet, after- 4 DBallard, page 193.

ELIZABETH
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ELIZABETH CouNnTESS of LINCOLN,

AUGHTER and coheireis of fir Henry Knevet, and wife of Thomas
earl of Lincoln, wrote

¢ The countefs of Lincoln's nurférie®.” ' Oxford, 1621, 42 Addreffed
to her daughter-in-law Bridget countefs of Lincoln. She fpeaks of it'as the
firft of her printed works, but 1 can find no account of any other.

ANNE CounTEss of DORSET and
PEMBROKE,
-born and high-{pirited lady was heirefs of the Cliffords earls

nd, and was firtt married to Richard earl of Dorfét, whoie

e celebrated. Her {econd match was not {o ]1;1;*.-':-.'., beine

HIS higl

of Cumbe
life and athio :
foon parted from her lord, that memorable fimpleton 1 Philip carl of Pem-
boke and Montgomery, with whom Butler has {o much diverted himfelf.
Anne the countefs was remarkably religious, magnificent, and difpofed to
letters. She ercéted a pillar in the county of Weftmorland on the fpot where
fhe took the laft leave of her mother, a monumient to her tutor Samuel Da-
wnded two ]u.\!iﬁ[ﬂ]s, and

niel, the poetic hiftorian, another to Spenfer, fi
repaired or built feven churches and fix caftles _;: She wrote

# Ballard, p. 267 Wood afcribes this piece Mary Wroath, daughter of the right noble Robert
carl of Leicelter, and ce to the ever-famous

and renowned fir Philip Sidney; knight;-and to
f this earl was Sufan, daugh- - the moft exeellent lady Mary countels of Pem-

to one doftor Lodge, vol. ii. p- 407.

4+ The Arft wife

book et forth

ter of the earl of Oxford. Thnd a
in her name, called *¢The cour
mery's Eufebia, exprefling briefly
ing robes, by Newton, 1620." it
vol. i, p. 100. There is another work with a
ed * The vountels of Montgo-

Bmilar title, ©
mery's Urania, written by the right hon, the lady

broke, lately decealed.™ Itisa tedieus thapfody,

concluded ':1}' afet of verfes, not better poetry for

not being better fenfe.

1 Vide Ballard, and Memarials of worthy per-
fons, p. g2 and g4

“ Nemoirs
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# Memoirs of her hufband Richard earl of Dorfet:” never printed.

“ Sundry memorials of herfelf and her progenitors.” Extant inthe Bri-
tith Mufeam.

And the following letter to fir Jofeph Williamfon fecretary of flate to
Charles the fecond, who having {fent to nominate to her a member for the
borough of Appleby, fhe returned this refolute anfier, which though print-
ed in another place *, is moft proper to be inferted here:

Ll H A V E been bullied 1:}' an 'L-siﬂ‘.]l-il‘l.'.'l" [ have been nealeéted h}' a court, but
I will not be diétated to by a fubjeét: your man fha’n’t ftand.

ANNE DORSET,
PEMBROKE and MONTGOMERY."

MARGARET Ducutss of NEWCASTLE.
Hﬂ VING already taken notice of her grace in the courfe of this work, [
fhall here only give a lift of her works, which fill many folios.

< The world’s olio.

« Natare's picture drawn by fancy’s pencil to the life.” In this volume
{fays the title) are feveral feigned {tories of natural defcriptions, as comical,

tragical and tragi-comical, poetical, romantical, philofophical, and hiftori-

cal, &c. &c.” Lend. 1656, folio. One may guefs how like this portraitof
nature s, by the fantaftic bill of the features.

¢t Qrations of divers forts, accommodated to divers places.” Lond. 1662, fol.
¢ Plays.”™ Lond. 1662:

“é Phi!uﬁ‘:phicai and phyfreal opinions.” Lond. 1663, fol.

4 The \‘q'es.—!.'., vol. 1, Ne XIV.
3  Obferva-
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tvations upon experimental philofophy. To which is added the
ription of a new world.” Lond. 1668, folio. One Mr. James Briftow
began to tranflate fome part of thefe philofophic difcour{es into Latin.

Philofophical letiers.”” - Lend. 1664, fol.
“ Poems and phancies.” Lond. 1664, fol.

¢« Sociable letters.” Lond. 1664, fol.
“The life of the duke her hufband, &c.”' Lond. 1667, fol. It was
tranflated into Latin.

¢« Plays. never before printed.” Lond. 1668, fol.
477 I ]

Her plays alone are nineteen in number, and fome of them in two parts.
One of them, * The blazing world,” is unfinithed, her grace [which {feems
{e to have happened to her] “finding her genius not tend to the pro-

PR

{ecution of it. To another, called * The prefence,’” are nine-and-twenty
redy,’” 15 a whole

fupernumerary {cenes. In another, * The unnatural trag
{cene written againft Camden’s Britannia : her grace thought, 1 fuppofz, that
a geographic fatire in the middle of a play was mixing the wtile with the
dulci.  Three volumes more in folio of her poems are preferved in manufeript.
Whoever has a mind to know more of this fertile pedant, will find a detail of
her works in Ballard’s Memoirs, from whence 1 have taken this account.

ANNE HYDE, Ducuess of YORK.

BU’R NET {Eg}'s * that the not U]l!j' wrote well, but ;1&11&11",—' drew up an
account of her hufband’s life, of which the thowed the hithop one vo-
lume finithed. As fhe compofed it from the duke’s own journal, perhaps it
is the very work which I have mentioned in the article of James II. - She alfo

* Vol i page.T7o.
wrote

,Ii ¥

I’

o

=y
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wrote the portrait of Mary princefs of Orange, mother of king William, while
the was her maid ef honour, on which occafion Waller addrefled a poem to

the princefs.

MARY QCountess of WARWICK,

AUGHTER of Richard Boyle the great earl of Corke, and wife of

Charles Rich carl of Warwick; a lady of great virtues and qualifica-
tions, which were defcribed among the lives of fundry eminent perfons by
Samuel Clark. Her charities were fo extenfive after the came into poffeffion
for her life of her hufband’s great eftate, that it was faid, the earl of War-
wick had left all his eftate to pious ufes ®. This lady, under the title of the
lady Harmonia, wrote an epiftle to George earl of Berkeley, affixed to his
book ; fee wbove p. 422 : as another copy of it was printed with her funeral
{fermon in 1678, by doétor A. Walker, who, after a laboured panegvric
her virtues, owns the had two faults, exce/s of charity and defect o
She wrote befides,

¢ Occafional meditations upon feveral fubjects, with pious reflections upon

4 o - - A . ~

feveral feriptures.” Tond. 1678. They are much in the ftyle and ftrain of
her brother, the famous Mr. Robert Boyle.

Dr. Walker fays that fhe intended to have written the life of her father,
for which fhe had amafled confiderable materials and colleétions.

V5

ANNE CountEss of WINCHELSEA,

= o o x . . 5 !
N efteemed [H)L‘tcf.-:, 15 recorded, with fome of her poems; 1 the
General Dittionary. Her

¢ Poem on the fpleen™ was printed in Gildon's mifcellany, 1701, oftavo.
Riowe addrelled one to her on the fight of it.
(=

® See Colling's Peerage, vol. v, 2573, in lord Boyle

J

Her
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Her poems were printed at London, 1713, oftavo ; with a tragedy never
atted, called ¢ Ariftomenes.”

A copy of her verfes to Mr. Pope are printed before the old cdition of his
works; and two others of his and hers are in the Geuneral Diftionary.

Another little poem in Prior’s pofthumous works *,

She wrote too T,

¢ An epilogue to Jane Shore.”

“ To the countefs of Hertford,” with her poems.

“ The prodigy, a poem.” ‘Written at Tunbridge, 1706.

A great number of her poems are faid to be extant in manufcripti.

SARAH Ducuess of MARLBOROUGH.

T is feldom the public receives information on princes and favourites from

the fountain-head : flattery or invetive is apt to pervert the relations of

others. It s from their own pens alone, whenever they are {o gracious, like

the lady in queftion, as to have « paffion for fame and approbation §, that we

learn exaétly, how trifling and foolith and ridiculous their views and actions

were, and how often the mifchief they did proceeded from the moft inade-

en to know indeed, thouch he was no author, that

uatc Cal

the duke am’s repulies in very Il}l][):_'l'til',(_‘,[]t ameurs, tnvelved king
I : 5

T toa Lapy Sanpwrecn. This thould be the
s 2 lately deceafed ae Paris, dauogh [

t Vide Cibber's Lives of the poets, vol. . 325,  brated earl of Rochefter: but fhe inher

3 much wit to have writen fo il
1 Di&k. vol. x. Ballard, page 431.

e iy [vol. i} called * Bulc:-i?ng- § Vide her Apology, p. 5.
bam’s Works,” I find a very Olly poem afcribed

Vor. 1. Rrr James
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James and k;TW Charles in national quarrels with Spain and France. From
her grace of M: arlborough we may colleét, that queen Anne was driven to
LI'!.IIJ;___C her miniftry, and in confequence rl,c fate of Europe, becaufe fhe
dared to affect one bed-chamber-woman, as fhe had done another. The
duchefs could not comprehend how the coufins * Sarah Jennings and Abigail
Hill could ever enter into competition, though the one did but kneel to gd-
ther up the clue of favour, \‘.,]!L_h the other ]];1;. -_‘.-_1:|51'
which the could not recove; by lu‘.'.t'n‘.::[ The whole
queen’s hands to teach her triendthip t.

tolled away ; and
duty of man into the

This favourite duchefs, who, like the proud duke of E {pernon, lived to
brave the fuccellors in a court where the had domineered, wound up her ca-
pricious life, where it feems fhe had begun it, with an apology for her con-
duét. This piece, though weakened by the prudence of thofe who were to
correél it, though 1‘1‘mmf.d by her grace’s own correétions, and though great
part of it is rather the annals of a wardrobe than of a reign, yet has il co-
rious anecdotes, and a few of thofe fallies of wit which fourfcore years of
arrogance could not fail to produce in o fantaftic an underftanding. And yet
by altering her memoirs as often as her will, fhe difappointed the public as
much as her own family. However, the chief objets remain; and one fees
exaétly how Europe and the back ftairs took their places in her imagination
and in her narrative. The revolution left no impreffion on her mind but of
queen Mary turning up bed-clothes ; and the proteftant hero, but of a felfith
glutton, who devoured a difh of peas from his fifter-in-law. In fa&, events
pafling through the medium of our paflions muft ftrike different beholders in
very different lights: had Marlborou: gh himfelf written his own hiftory from
his heart, as the partner of his fortunes did, he would probably have dwelt
on the diamond fword which the emperor gave him, and have fcrupulonfly
told us how many carats each diamond \\cwhed 1 LL} not this in detration
from his merits and fervices ; it is from our paflions and foibles that Pro-
vidence calls forth its greatedt purpofes. If the duke could have been content

# In the notes to Dryden’s Poems, edit. 1760, maid of honour, and afterwards duchefs of Tir-
vol. ii, p. 44, it is faid, that the duchefs adted connel; fo much celebrated in Grammant.
Mercuryin the mafque of Califtho, atcourt, 167 £

I thould rather think it was her fifter, who was t Vide her Apdlogy, p. 268.

5 with
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with an hundred thoufand pounds, he might probably have ftopped at the
taking of Liege: as he thirlted for a million, he penctrated to Hockftet,

Mrs. Abigail Hill is not the only perfon tranfmitted to pofterity with marks
of the duchefs’s refentment. Lord Oxford, honeft Fack Hill, the ragged boy,
the Quebec general, and others, make the fame figure in her hiftory that they
did in her mind.—Sallies of paffion not to be wondered at in one who has
facrificed even the private letters of her miftrefs and benefaétrefs!

We have nothing of her grace's writing but the

“ Apology for the conduét of the dowager duchefs of Marlborough from

her firlt coming to court to the year 1710, in a letter from herfelf to my
lord ¥ % #3» T ond. 1742

FRANCES DucHess of SOMERSET

I_I.-\D as much tafte for the writings of others, as modefty about her own.

+Rrt a SCOTS
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