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V.
E. of ROCHE S TER,

On SILEN CE,

1.
ILENCE! coeval with Eternity ;
Thou wert, ere Nature’s felf began to be,
“Fwas one vaft Nothin gsall; andall {lept faft inthee.
Thine wag the fivay, ere heav’n was form’d, or
earth,
Ere fruitful Thought conceiv’d creation’s birthy
Or¢ midwife Word gave aid, and {poke the infant
forth, |

111,
Then various elements, againft thee join'd,
In one more various animal combin'd,

And fram’d the clam rousrace of bufyHuman-kind.

1V,
The tongue mov'd gently firft, and {peech was
low, 10
"Till wrangling Science taught it noife and thow,
And wicked Wit arofe, thy moft abufive foe.
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But rebel Wit deferts thee oft’ in vain ;
Loft in the maze of words he turns again, 14

And feeks a furer ftate, and courts thy gentle reign,

5
VI
AffliGted Senfe thou kindly doft fet free,
Opprefs’d with argumental tyranny,
And routed Reafon finds a fafe retreat in thee,

VILI.
With-¢h€e in private modeft Dulnefs lies,
And in thy bofom lurks in Thought’s difguife ;
Thou varnither of Fools, and cheat of all theWife!

VIIL
Yet thy indulgence is by both confeft;
Folly by thee lies fleeping in the breaft,
And ’tis in thee at laft that Wifdom feeks for reft.

IX.
Silence the knave’s repute, the whore’s good
name, 2§
The only honour of the wifhing dame ;
Thy very want of tongue makes thee a kind of
Fame,
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But could’ft thou feize {ome tongues thatnow are
free,
How Church and State thould be oblig’d tothee?
At Senate,and at Bar,how welcome would'{t thou be?

X1,
Yet fpcech ev’n there, fubmiffively withdraws,
From rights of fubjets, and the poor man’s caufe:
Then pompous-Silence. reicarg_g,___ and ftills the noify
Laws, '

XII.
Paft fervices of friends, good deeds of foes,
What Fav’rites gain, and what the Nation owes,
Fly the forgetful world, and in thy arms repofe,

XIIL.
The country wit, religion of the town,
The courtier’s learning, policy o’th’ gown,
Are beft by thee exprefs'd ; and fhine in thee alone,

XIV.
The parfon’s cant, the lawyer's {ophiftry,
Lord’s quibble, critic’s jeft; all end in thee,
All reft 1n peace at laft, and fleep eternally,
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