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AN

ESSAY on M AN,

I N
FOUR EPISTLES,
T A0

H. St. Jobhn, Lord Bolingbroke.

ARG LN ENT  aF

TS ST A P S

Of the Nature and State of Man with refpect

fo the UNIVERSE,

OF Man in the abftraét.—1. That we can judge only with
regard to our own fyftem, being ignerant of the rela-
tions of fyftems and things, ¥ 17, &c. 1. That Man
2 not to be deemed imperfelt, but a Being fuited to bis
place and rank in the creation, agreeable to the general
Order of things, and conformable to Ends and Relations
1o bim unknown, 3 35, &c. UL That it is partly
upon bis ignorance of future events, and partly upon
the hope of a future ffate, that all bis bhappinefs in the
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ARGUMENT.

prefent depends, ¥ 74, &c. IV. The pride of GIHING
at more knowledge, and f;ez‘cmz’zﬂg to more [m‘m.e;m
the Mai’s error and ;m;w y. Zhe impiety of
f in the place of God, and ,fz.ff'r'*w of the
Jitnefs or unfitnefs, ;)L’P"ﬂpfi()r! or mrﬁfrﬁ’f,,,ﬂ}r J;gifae or
tyyftice of bis f—',',?}“’-f"f?”’”: ¥ 109, &c. V. Theab-
furdity of conceiting bimf. ’!j the final caufe of the crea-
tion, or expes Zing :‘fﬁ::f perfellion z"f? the moral world,
qum is not in the natural, ¥ 1 u, &c. \I T he un-
ir)ﬁ.h: lenefs rif bis complain: ‘rovidence,
le o1 the on ¢ band be aACINan L"r .-..r'-'lf;'f.f l"f'ﬂ the
A1 ;;v elss and on the other the w.ﬂ.-',-'.f;.-* J_, ] r.*f'z?frmr; o] the
Brutes s bough, to poffefs any of the fenfitive facul-
ties in @ :‘f?;‘“?'fﬂf‘ degree, would render bim miferable,
!
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Toat throughout the w{fe vifible
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aia ment L':'j Hi

cl ]“u, J.{_fl.'l 0; CrEZIHYe Cer bl Oy G aqil CTreqaryyes o
Man. The g;r lations of fenfe, inftinct, r?n'au::'f:wr, re-
i [l i i s r i g ez

Hection, reafon ; !r..-'(.’:’ Reafon alone countervails all the

g,-;,"’:p;-ﬁ-:;-uffffr ¥ 20 VIIL Hew much farther this

order and {ubordination ﬁff.-:*'f g Creatures may extend,

avove and below us
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EPofFaS T L=k I,

wAKE, myST. Joun! leave all meaner things
To low ambition, and the pride of Kings.

Let us (fince Life can little more {upply
Than juft to look about us and to dic)
Expatiate free o’er all this fcene of Man ; 5
A mighty maze ! but not without a plan;
AWild,where weeds and flow’rs promifcuous fhoot;
Or Garden, tempting with forbidden fruit.

COMMENTARY,

TH E Opening of this poer, in fifteen lines, 1s taken up in
giving an account of the .‘Jumut, \"111f11, df_l(Lmh to the tu!L,
15 an Essay on MaN, or a Philofophical Enquiry into his Na-
ture and End, his Pajfions ;nd Pur fuits,

‘The Exordium relates to the whole work, of which the _F;'}T'v
on Man was only the ii| {t book. The 6th, 7th, and 8th lines
allude to i]‘L fubjeéis of this £ ffay s ViZ. 'hf‘ cﬂ_mul Order and
Defion of Providence; the Contlitution of the human Mind ;
the crigin, ufe, and end of the Paflions and Affections, both il;lf—
ith and focial ; and the wrong purfuits of Power, Pleafure, and
Happinefs. ‘The 1oth, 11th, 12th, & have relation to the
fubjects of the books intended to follow, viz. the Characters
ang Capacities of Men, and the Limits of Learning and Ignor-
ance. . The 13th and 14th, to the Knowledge of f\.L.uLmd
and the various Manners of the age.

MN-OW® E 5
VER. », 8. 4 TFild, — Or | The Gardeny to human req oty
Gm-n’m,] The ild relates to | fo often te mpting us to tranf-
the human f.fz_/r'-“f ¥ pr[ ductive gre {s the bounds (T(.u has fet to
(as he explains in the fecond li it, and wander in fruitlefs ene
cpiftle) both of good and evil. | qufr:ca.
A2
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6 ESSAY ON MAN,

v T

Ep. 1,

What vary’d Being peoples ev'ry ftar,

May tell why Heav’n has made us as we are.

But of this frame the bearings, and the ties,

The ftrong connections, nice dependencies,

%
(@]

Gradations juft, has thy pervading foul

Look’d thro’? of can a part contain the whole

ComwmE

¥

why § ¢ becaufe we can reafon only

¥

}‘JT‘AR‘;'-

' from what we fnow, and as

we tuow no more of Man than w [mt we {ee of his ffation here ;

fo we know
s g | b F
1.'.‘-11-2 in this fia

-"r'\” e “-|rr 2

1
P Y H
able] r._;l_"-_.

1 i=aTl ol s 1 L
=03a call mn queirion the ;11._1 un

¥

N o
VER. 30. The /frf:rg con-
?F.:Tf.'; L0115y RICE d;f‘rruuuhu- Il ]

thought is very noble, and ex-
J
_JJ.LLL{.I with ;_m“t rhunﬁ:p e

<
beauty and ,cz'. Stnefs. The fyf-
tem of the Univerfe is 2 com-

h"ﬂ'ltinz'l of f?rzrmw" and wmoral
Fitnefie €s, as the human fyftem
i*', of and Lurrzf. By

7, theref IGIC

to the

the

a'-'n‘f'_’n' ¥y

nRaturai

I /( pfs{gzuﬁj or .f'-'.'j'ff”,;fr.a.{' s bre: ‘q"' not Heav'sd’

i
i
3 it N
Fe 8y 0 |\ U .
~
- |

d, and the mifera

no more of God than what we fee of his u1l'pg11f.td
ﬂt to U.u::; inm no iu:ihu llmn to

Liliﬁr' f: 1tmm mf Pi'l)‘.'i{itﬂtt’. :
' 22 to 43) a fublime defcription

ble Blindnefs and

g T e

cies to the ﬁ.cm?. For the E flay
on Man is not a fyftem off\’azfc—
m.f.-/p.as but of natur al Religion,
Henceit is, that, where he. fup-
}"J]{_,a difor d ers may tend to
fome greater good in the nate-
m!worluj he iuprmib they m: 1y
tend likewife to fome greater
good in the moral, as appears
from thefe fublime Images in
the following lines,

. + ]
s defigny

I ~
f‘f- .f'J.i" r;'iu:fz a B argia, or.a C;. iing @

F i
Lours ierce ,‘f.’, &

Or turns yo

o

U: 5 0 .f.r ’Jﬁ r,r.

fr?’;,f'}‘ ;Jf,’{r't 2§ "’fff (Juuﬂ, .’.f‘v"-i TG

11 .r_'g’ by -]-Jf;

'ilf ’J*"Tf.-_‘,}?j
WIRES z"l"’r J"!.J.l}j‘fj,

'ﬂé ?h o (u:.‘n(ﬂ 5 7h ..m:,
0 _* 5
ung Aimrion loofe to u.omgc mankind




Er.L. ESSAY ON-MAN. v

Is the great chain, that draws all to agree,
And drawn {upports, upheld by God, or thee?

II. Prefumptuous Man ! the reafon wouldft

thou find, 35

Why form’d fo weak, fo little, and fo blind ¢
Firft, if thou canft, the harder reafon guefs,
Why form’d no weaker, blinder, and no lefs ?
Afk of thy mother earth, why oaks are made
Taller or ftronger than the weeds they fhade? 40
Or afk of yonder argent fields above,
Why Jove’s Satellites are lefs than Jovs

Of Syftems poflible, if ’tis confelt
That Wifdom infinite muft form the beft,

CoMMENTARY:

VER. 43. Of fyflems poffible, &¢.] So far his modeft and fo-
ber Introduction ; in which he truly obferves, that no wifdomn
lefs than omnifcient

Can tell why Heav’n has made ys as we are,

Yet, though we cannot difcover the particular reafons for this
mode of our exiftence, we may be affured in gencral that it 15
right. For now, "entering u;‘:u'n his argument, he lajs down
this felf-evident propofition as the foundation of his Uhelis,

NorTESs.

VER. 35 to 42.] In thefe | fhew as well the albfurdity of
lines the poet has joined the | their complaints againit Order,
beauty of argumentation to the | as the fruitleffue/s of their en=
{ublimity of thought ; where qa;[rius-ﬁnto the arcana of the
the fimilar inftances, propofed | Godhead.
for his adverfaries examination,
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8 ESSAY ON MAN. Kp 5,
Where all muft full or not coherent be, 45
And all that rifes, rife in due degree ;

Then, in the fcale of reas’ning life, *tis plain,

There muft be, fomewhere, fuch a rank as Man -

And all the queftion (wrangle e’er fo long)

Is only this, if God has plac’d him wrong? o
Relpecting Man, whatever wrong we call,

May, muft be right, as relative to all.

COMMENTARY.

which he reafonably fuppofes will be allowed him, That, of all
pollible [yfiems, infinite wifdom hath formed the beft (943, 44)
From whence he draws two confequences :

1. The fir/f (from ¥ 44 to 51) is, that as the beft (yftem can-
not but be fuch a one as hath no inconneéed Void ; fuch a one
in which there is a perfect coherence and gradual fubordi-
nation in all its parts; there muft needs be, in fome part or
other of the fcale of reafoning life, fuch a creature as Manw -
Which reduces the difpute to this abfurd queftion, hether
God has placed him Wrong ¢

VER. 51. Refpesting Man, &¢c.] It being thewn that Ma N,
the Subjeét of his enquiry, has a neceflary place in fuch 2 fyftem
as this 1s confefled to be ; and it being evident, that the abufe
of Free-will, from whence proceeds all moral evil, is the cer-
tain effe&t of fuch a creature’s exiftence ; the next queftion will
be, How thefe evils can be accounted for, cmnﬁﬁcml}f with the
1dea we have of God’s attributes ? Therefore,

2. The fecond confequence he draws from his principle, That
of all poffible [ftems, infinite wifdom bas formed the beft, is,
that whatever is wrong in our private {yftem, is right as rela-
tive to the whole :

Refpecting Man, whatever wrong we call,
May, muft be righty as relative to ary.

That it may, he proves (from ¥ 52 to 61) by thewing in what
conlifts the difference between the fjfematic works of God,




Ep;i. ESSAY ON MAN. 9

In human works, tho’ labour’d on with pain,
A thoufand movements fcarce onie purpofe gain ;

In God’s, one fingle can its end produce ; eia

Yet ferves to fecond too fome other ufe.
So Man, who here feems principal alone,
Perhaps acts fecond to fome fphere unknown,
Touches fome wheel, or verges to fome goal ;
"Tis but a part we fee, and not a whole. 60
When the proud fteed fhall know why Man
reftrains

His fiery courfe, or drives him o’er the plains ;

CoMMENTARY.

and thofe of Man 3 wiz. that, in the latter, a thoufand move-
ments fcarce gain one purpofe ; In the former, one movement
gain$ many purpofes. 0 that

— Man, who here feems principal alone,
Perbaps aéts econd 2o fome Jp bere unknowit.

And aéting thus, the appearances of wrong in the }ﬁm-f;}.aj
fy{tem, may be right in the univerfal : For

*Tis but a part we fec, and nota whale.

That it muft, the whole body of this epiftle is employed to il-
luftrate and inforce. Thus partial Evil is umiveral Good 5 and
thus Providence is fairly acquitted.

ViR, 61. When the proud fleed &c.] From all this he draws
a general conclufion (from y 60 to gI) that, as what has been
faid is {ufficient to vindicate the ways of Providence, Man
fhould reft fubmiffive and content, and confefs every thing to
be difpofed for the beft ; that to pretend to enquire into the
manner how God conducks this wonderful {cheme to its comi-
pletion, is as ablurd as to imagine that the horfe and ox fhall
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10 ESSAY ON - MAN. ErFL
When the dull Ox, why now he breaks the clod,

Is now a victim, and now Agypt’s God :

Then fhall Man’s pride and dulnefs comprehend

His actiony’, paffions’, being’s, ufe and end 5 66

Why doing, fuff’ring, check’d, impell’d ; and why

This hour a flave, the next a deity.
Then fay not Man’s imperfect, Heav’n in fault ; |

Say rather, Man’s as perfet as he ought : 70
His knowledge meafur’d to his ftate and place ;

His time a2 moment, and a point his {pace.

If to be perfect in a certain {phere,

What matter, {foon or late, or here or there ?

VArRIATION S,
In the former Editions ¥ 6.
Now wears a garland an Zgyptian God.

altered as above for the reafon given in the note.
After ¥ 68. the following lines in firft Ed.
If to be perfe&t in a certain fphere,
What matters foon or late, or here or there ?
The bleft to-day is as completely fo
As who began ten thoufand years ago,

CoMmMENTARTY.
ever come to comprehend why they undergo fuch different s:4-
nage and fortunes in the hand of Man ; nay, that fuch know-
ledge, if communicated, would be even pernicious to Man, and

Nores,

VER. 64 —Zgypt’s God -] ‘ worfhipped univerfally over the
called fo becaufe the 4pis was | whole land.
1 |




Ep. L. ESSAY ON MAN, 11
The bleft to day is as completely {o, 7%

As who began a thoufand years ago.
1. Heav’'n from all creatures hides the book

of Fate,

All but the page prefcrib’d, their prefent ftate

From brutes what men, from men what {pirits
know -

Or who could fuffer Being here below ? 8o

The lamb thy riot dooms to bleed to-day,

Had he thy Reafon, would he fkip and play ?

Pleas’d to the laft, he crops the flow’ry food,

And licks the hand juft rais’d to thed his blood.

Oh blindnefs to the future! kindly giv’n, 35

That each may fill the circle mark’d by Heav’n :

Who fees with equal eye, as God of all,

A hero perith, or a fparrow fall,

VARIATIONS,
After ¥ 88. in the MS.

No great, no little ; *tis as much decreed
That Virgil’s Gnat fhould die as Cfar bleed.

COMMENTARY.

make him neglesF or defert his Duty here. This he illuftrates
by an inftance in the lamb, which is happy in not knowing the
fate that attends it from the butcher; and from thence takes

NoTEs
VER. 87, Fho foes with equal eyey &¢.] Mat, %, 29,
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12 ESSAY ON MAN. Bb-h

Atoms or fyftems into ruin hurl’d,

And now a bubble burft, and now a world. 9o
Hope humbly then ; with trembling pinions {oar;

Wait the great teacher Death; and God adore.

COMMENT ARY.

occafton to obferve, that God is the equal mafter of all his
Creatures, and prw‘du for the proper happinefs of each being.

VER. 91. Hope humbly then 5 &e.] I;ut now the (:b]cdo. is
fuppofed to put in, and f'ﬂ.’ You tell us indeed, that all things
will terminate in good ; but we fee ourfelves iunon.ulcd with
prefent Evil 5 and yet you forbid us all i nquiry into the manner
how we are to be t*{tncdlui, and, in a word, leave us in a
very difconfolate condition. Not {u, lnupuu Ilh poct, you may
reafonab ly, if you fo pleafe, receive much comfort from the
HOPE of a ham'f futuri ity 3 1 Hipe implanted in the human
breaft f’ul this very purpofe bv God himfelf, as an earneft of
that Blifs, which hua, perpetu: :1[” ﬂl,m r us, Is referved for the
good Man hereafter. The reafon ww tht poet chufes to infift
on this pmr}f of a future ftate, in plLlLiLl}U., to others, is in
order to give his Qilcm (which is founded in a fublime and
improved Platon i1fm ) the higher grace of uniformity. For HoPE
was Plato’s peculiar argument for a future flate; -and the
words here employed — zb 'jw" zxrsm{,{, &c. his patticular ex-
preflion. “The poet in this place, therefore, fays in exprefs
terms, that God gave us Hope to Jupply that uture blifsy which
be at prefent Xff‘.ca‘h hid ﬂ.,m us. In his fecond epiftle, y 274,
he goes 1till farther, and fays, this HoPE quits us not even at
Du.dth, when every thing mortal drops from us :

Hope travels thro’, nor quits us when we die,

And, in the fourth epiftle, he thews how the fame HOPE is 2
proof of a future ﬂ.ltL, from the confideration of God’s giving
man no appetite in vain, or what he did not intend fhould be
fatistied ;

He fees, why Nature plantsin Man alone
Hope of known blifs, and Faith in blifs unknown s
L £ 2]




Er. L

ESSAY ON MAN. 13

What future blifs, he gives not thee to know,

But gives that Hope to be thy blefling now.

Hope i"prings eternal in the human breaft: 95

-

Man never Is, but always To be bleft :

VARIATIONSES.

In the firft Fol. and Quarto,

What blifs abeve he gives not thee to know,
But eives that Hope to be thy blifs belsw.

CoMMENTARY.

( Nature, who/e diétates 1o no other kind

Are giv’n in vain, but what they Jeek they find)
It is only for the good man, he tells us, that Hope leads from
goal to goal €¢It would be ftrange indeed then if it fhould

prove a delufion.

NoTES:

VER.q3. What future blifs,
&5¢,] It hath been objected,
that the Sy/fem of the bejt weak-
ens the other natural arguments
for a future ftate ; becaufe, if
the evils which good Men {uf-
fer promote the benefit of the
whole, then every thing is here
in order; and nothing amifs
that wants to be fet right : Nor
has the good man any reafon
to expect amends, when the
evils he fuffered had fuch a
tendency. To this it may be
replied, 1. That the poet tells
us (Ep.iv. ¥ 361) that God loves

rom whole to parts. 2. T'hat
the [yffem of the beft 1s {fo far

from weakening thofe natural

e e W

|

arguments, that it {trength-
ens and fupports them. For if
thofe evils, to which good men
are fubject, be mere Diforders,
without any tendency to the
oreater good of the whole ;
then, though we muft indeed
conclude that they will here-
after be fet right, yet this view
of things, reprefenting God as
fuffering diforders for no other
end than to fet them right,
gives us a very low idea of the
divine wifdom. But if thofe
evils (according to the fy/fem
of the beft) contribute to the
oreater perfection of the whole;
fuch a reafon may be then given
for their permiflion, as fupports

L — T | T R P B P L T
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14 ESSAY ON MAN, Ep. L
The foul, uneafy and confin’d from home,
Refts and expatiates in a life to come.

Lo, the poor Indian! whofe untutor’d mind

Sees God in clouds, or hears him in the wind ; 100

CoMmMmMeENTARY.

VER q9. Lo, the poor Indian ! &e.] The poet, as we faid,
having bid Man comfort himfelf with expectation of future hap-

pinefs, fhewn him that this mop& is an carnett of it, and put in
one very neceffary caution,

Lope humbly then. with trembling pinions far -
o » o 3

provoked at thofe mifcreants whom he afterwards (Ep. iii.
¥ 263) defcribes as building Hell o Spitey and Heaven on Pride,

NorTeks.

our idea of divine wifdom to t fully compenfated by the good
the higheft religious purpofes. I they produce to the whole, yet
Then, as to the good man’s | th;

hopes of a retribution, thofe ftiil
remain in their original force ;
For our idea of God’s juftice,
and how far that jultice is en-
gaged to a retribution, is ex-
aétly and invariably the fame on
either hypothefis.” For though
the fyflem of the beff fuppofes
that the sv:/; themfelyes will be

| this is fo far from {uppofing
JI that pasrticulars thall fuffer for
| @ general gosd, that it is ef-
[ fential to #his Jyffem to con-
| clude, that, at the completion
jl of things when the whole js
i arrived to the ftate of utmoft
| perfection, particular and unj-
| werfal good fhall coincide.

i

Such is the World’s great barmony, that [prings

From Order, Ur;z'g;r,r,_ full Confent of things.

W here fmall and great, where weak and mighty, made

7o ferve, not fuffer, firengthen, 7ot invade, €7¢. Ep. iii, 295,

Which coincidence can never
be, without a rétribution to
good men for the evils fuffered
here below.
VER. g 7-—from bome,] By
thefe words, it was the pOct’s
2

purpofe to teach, that the pre-
fent life is only a ftate of proba-
tion for another, more fuitable
to the eflence of the foul, and
to the free exercife of its qua~

Lities
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E».I. ESSAY ON MAN. 1§

His foul, proud Science never taught to ftray
Far as the folar walk, or milky way ;
Yet fimple Nature to his hope has giv’n,
Behind the cloud-topt hill, an humbler heav’'n ;
Some fafer world in depth of woods embrac’d, 103
Some happier ifland in the watry wafte,
Where {laves once more their native land behold,
No fiends torment, no Chriftians thirft for gold.
To Be, contents his natural defire,
He afks no Angel’s wing, no Seraph’s fire;  11Q
But thinks, admitted to that equal {ky,
His faithful dog fhall bear him company.

IV. Go, wifer thou ! and, in thy fcale of {enfe,

Weigh thy Opinion againft Providence;

VARIATIONS:
After ¥ 108. in the firft Ed.

But does he fay the maker is not good,

Till he’s exalted to what ftate he wou'd :
Himfelf alone high Heav’n’s peculiar care,
Alone made happy when he will, and where?

CoOMMENTARY.

he upbraids them ( from ¥ 99 to I y2) with the example of the
oot Indian, to whom alfo Nature hath given this common HOPE
of Mankind : But, tho' his untutored mind had betrayed him into
many childith fancies concerning the nature of that future ftate,
yet heis fo far from excluding any part of his own fpecies (a vice
which could proceed only from vain {cience, which puffeth up)
that he humanely adrivits cven s f vithful dog to bear hin companys
- &¢c.] Hegoeson with thefe ac=

VER. 113 Go, wifer sl O«
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16 ESSAY ON MAN. Ep. I.

Call imperfection what thou fancy'{t fuch, 654

Say, here he gives too little, there too much :

Deftroy all ereatures for thy {port or guft,

Yet cry, If Man’s unhappy,” God’s unjuft ;

{f Man alone ingrofs not Heav’n’s high care,

Alone made perfeét here, immortal there - 120

Snatch from his hand the balance and the rod,

Re-judge his juftice, be the Gop of Gop.

In Pride, in reas’ning Pride, our error lies ;

All quit their {fphere, and rufh into the fkies.
CoMMENTARY.

cufers of providence (from v 112 to 122)and fthews them, that
complaints againit the effablifbed order of things begin in the highe/?

{r&_,(:.fm’:r}:, from mifapplied req fon and power, and end in the bighe/?
impiety, n an attempt to degrade the God of heaven, and affume

his place :

Alone made perfect bere, immortal there :

That is, be made God, wha only is perfelt and hath ;’mmm‘m:’ify =
"T'o which fenfe the lines immediately following confine us ;

Snatch from bis hand the balance and the rod,
Re-judge his juftice, be the God of Ged.

VER. 123. In Pride, inreas’ning Pridey ourerror lies; €3¢,

NoTegs.

VER.123.[nPride,&5c.] Ar-
nobius has paffed the fame cen-
fure on thefe very follies, which
he fuppofes to arife from the
caufe here affigned. — Nihil ¢ff
quod nos fallat, nibil quod nobis
polliceatur [pes caffas (id qued
nobis @ quibufdam dicitur viris

I

immoderata fui opinione fublatis)
animas immortales effe, Deo,
rerum ac principi, g.r.f:ﬁ'zz proxi-
mas dignitatis, genitore illo ac
patre prolatas,divinas, fapientes,
doclas, neque ulla corporis at-
trectatione contiguas, Adverfus
gentes,




Ep. L. ESSAY ON MAN.

~J

Pride ftill is aiming at the bleft abodes, 125

Men would be Angels, Angels would be Gods.

Afpiring to be Gods, if Angels fell,

Afpiring to be Angels, Men rebel:

And who but wifhes to invert the laws

Of OrbER, fins againft th’Eternal Caufe. 130
V. Afk for what end the heav’nly bodies fhine,

Earth for whofe ufe ? Pride anfwers, **Tis for mine:

COMMENTARY.

From thefe men the poet now turns to his friend, and (from
¥ 123 to 130) remarks, that the ground of all this extravagance
is Pride; which, more or lefs, infects the whole Species ; fhews
the ill effe@s of it, in the cafe of the fallen Angels; and ob-
ferves, that even wifbing to invert the laws of Order, is a lower
fpecies of their crime: Then brings an inftance of one of the
effects of Pride, which is the folly of thinking every thing made
Jolely for the ufe of Man; without the leaft regard to any other
of God’s creatures :
Afk for what end the heav’nly bodies fhine, &e.

The ridicule of imagining the greater pertions of the material
fyftem to be folely for the ufe of Man, Philofophy has fufficiently
expofed : And Common fenfe, as the poet fhews, inftructs us to
know that our fellow-creatures, placed by Providence the joint-
inhabitants of this globe, are defigned by Providence to be joint-
fharers with us of its bleflings:

Has God, thou fool 1 work’d folely for thy geod,
Thy joy, thy paflime, thy attire, thy food ¥
NoTeEs.
VER. 131. AR for what | that Earth is man’s foot-flool,
T

endy £5¢c.] 1f there be any fault | his canspy the Skies, and the
in thefe lines, it is not inthe ge- | heavenly bodies lighted up prin-

neral fentiment, but a want of | cipally for his ufe ; yet not {o,
exaétnefs in exprefling it. —It | to fuppofe fruits and minerals
is the higheft abfurdity to think | given for this end.
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18 ESSAY ON MAN. Ei=1,

““ For me kind Nature wakes her genial pow’r,

LR

Suckles each herb, and {preads out ev'ry flow’r;

*“ Annual for me, the orape. the rofe renew  12c
] = 3 %)

T'he juice ne&areous, and the baln ny dew;

““ For me, the mine a thoufand treafures brings;
“ For me, health gufhes from a thoufand {prings;
“ Seas roll to waft me, funs to i ght me rife;

€ |

My foot-ftool earth, my canopy the fkies.” 140

-
|

But errs not Nature from this gracious end,
From burning funs when livid deaths defee nd,
A7 L *

When ﬁ::-.rthqu;*J-:cai'u-';lf!(:'...v, or when tempefts fwct‘:p

o S ‘-I-J'-- 3 P
‘T'owns to one grave, whole nations to the deep?
CoMMENT ARY,
L';-‘:I }c’? tl]“f fmJ & ﬁ:ru .HFJ:‘ T r’n’r.-'b;’ fna{;'
For him as # indly [preads the flow’ry .z’;..-ta-u. Ep.iii. y 2+,
Jlew'r I Y2

VER. 141. But errs not Nature ﬁ’}“ this gracious endy] The
Autnu: comes next to the crmhlm ition of his Thefis, Th: it par-
tral moral Evil is mwﬂf Govd; but 11tiuduui,'1 it with a
1::':'|pa,1 argument to abate our wonder at the phznomenon of
moral Evil, which argument he builds on a conceflion of his
:1-_11';'-1'l"'11'iu. If we afk ,uu, fays he (from ¥ 140 to 1 50) whe-
ther Nature doth not err from the gracious pt 1n‘,~{{. of its cre ator,
when plagues, earthquake a, and tempe {ts unpeople whole regions
at a time; you i'..i..‘:?'.' anfwer No. For that L;cm adls h\. oe-
neral, and not 1‘_ FtICt l' ir la LW 5 and that the courfe of matter
and motion muft be nece arily fubje&t to fome irre gularities, be-
caufe nothing is C::;;:z::d px riect. I then afk ulu you thould
expect this perfection in Man ? IfF you own that the great end of
God (notwithftanding all this deviatic ) be general nappinefs,

then *tis Nature, and not Go d, that a.“n.at;-:-; and do you ex-

—

pect ereater conitan cy in Man ?

¥ -
€l et RS SO [ i T e
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Er. L ESSAY ON MAN. 19
«« No (’tis reply’d) the firft Almighty Caufe 145§
<« As not by partial, but by gen’ral laws;

<« Th’exceptions few ; fome change fince all began:
« And what created perfe®?”’—Why then Man ?
If the great end be human Happinefs,

Then Nature deviates; and can Man do lefs? 150
As much that end a conftant courfe requires

Of .thow’rs and fun-fhine, as of Man’s defires;

COMMENTARY.
That is, if Nature, or the inanimate fyftem (on which God
hath impofed his laws, which it obeys as a machine obeys the
hand of the workman) may in courfe of time deviate from its
firft direGtion, as the beft philofophy thews it may ; where is the
wonder that Man, who was created a free Agent, and hath it
in his' power every moment to tranfgrefs the eternal rule of
Right, fhould fometimes go out of Order ?

VER. 151. As much that end &¢.] Having thus fhown how
moral evil came into the world, namely, by Adan’s abufe of bis
own free-will; he comes to the point, the confirmation of his
thefis, by thewing how moral evil promotes good ; and employs
the fame conceflions of his adverfaries, concerning natural evil,
to illuftrate it.

1. He fhews it tends to the goed of the whale, or Univer [
(from ¥ 151 to 164) and this by analogy. You own, fays he,
that ftorms and tempefls, clouds, rain, heat, and variety of fea-

NorTES.

VER. 150. Then Naturede- | ¢ which may have rifen from
piates; &c.] ¢ While comets { ¢ the mutual a&tions of comets
¢ move in very eccentric orbs, | ¢ gnd planets upon one ano-
< in all maonner of pofitions, | ¢ ther, and which will be apt
¢¢ blind Fate could never make | ¢ to increafe, “till this fyftem

4] = | - G G e e e O
<¢ all the planets move one and | ¢ wants a rerormation. Sir

¥ ~ -4 1. | i s s EYiian 3
¢ the fame way in orbs con- | Jfaac Newton's Upticsy; JEG

¢¢ centric ; fome inconhidera- touit.

¢ ble irregularitics excepted, |

(=




If plag
‘wmr then a Borgia, or

{‘-‘ Y AR A
- O M VL

] T C “ S
£18 IVICI Ior ever temp'ra

gues or earthquakes break not Heav’n’s

te, calm, and wife.
breal sdefign,
a Catiline ? 156

ENTARY,

fons are ﬂemf}.v (notwithftanc ding the accidental evil they bring
I

with them) to the health a;
fthould you fuppofe the

nd punt} of this Globe ; why then
re 15 not the fime ufe, with regard to the

Univerfe, in a Borgia : n{l a Catline? But you fay you can fee

the one and not EhL, other.

]

You fay right :
this mm the other refers to the wihole

one terminates in
of whieh none are

a nlm: of judging but the great Author of i himfelf: For,

ien the ljucl i Lhnothm place,

il

"_’_’fp s Frame the beari nESy ar nd the Z“af'
7 be ﬂ ong connellions, nice dap.cmfmum,
Gradations Juft, bas rf} pervading foul
Look’d thre’ 2 or can a part contain the whole ? 3 29, & feq.

Own therefore, fays he, here, that
From Pnd;, Sfrom P?:Jf‘, our very Reas’ mrfg SPrings
Account for moral, as me nat’ral thing
Wby charge we Heav'n in t) ofe, in .f"=.= -".s acquit 2
{n bothy to reafon right is to h.:'m

NoTEs.

VER. 155. If plagues, t5¢.]
What hath mifled fom(, per-
fons in this paflage, is their fup-
pofing the comparifon to be
between the effects of tweo
things in this fmﬂmmrv world ;
when not only the f:lcwancn
but the juftnefs of it, confifls

i its beir 12 b ietween the effecls
of a tmnr in the wnive rfe at
large, and the familiar and
known effe@s of one in this
Jublunary world. Forthe yoﬁ-
tion inforced in thefe lines s
this, that partial evil tends 1o
the ua:wf of the whole :

Refpecting Man, whatever wrong vﬂ call
i 3 >

May, muft be righty as relative to al,

How. does the poet inforce it ?
If you will believe thefe per-
fons, in tluftrating the effcéls

¥ 51
of pura.;tl moral evil in a par-
ticular fyftem, by that of par-
tial natural evil in the fame

Er. I,
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Who knows but he, whofe hand the light
forms,

Who heaves old Ocean, and who wings the ftorms;
Pours fierce Ambition in a Caefar’s mind, 150
Or turns young Ammon loofe to fcourge mankind ?
From pride, from pride, our very reas nln;g fprings;
Account for moral, as for nat’ral things:
Why charge we Heav'vin thofe, in thefe acquit?
In both,, to reafon right s to fubmit.

Better fof Us, perhaps, it might appear, 163§
Were there all harmony, all virtue here ;

CoMMENTARY.

VER. 165 Better for us, @e.] L..lt., fecondly, to ftrengthen
the foregomng mm’f’nrm’ argument, and to make *h* wifdom and
ﬂ'uodnda of C-:UL ﬂ il more apparent, he obferves {from y 165

NoTEs.

fyftem, while he leaves his po/i- | ps uu.x,lx analogys 1. & Tet tting
tion in the lurch. But the | it by, and ;1*1pa1m~’f1t with, a
poet reafons at another rate: thing certain ;3 and it 15 a thing
The way to prove his point, | certain, that partial mtuml
he knew, was to illuftrate the | ev il tends to the good of our
effect of pﬁrtml moral evil in | particular [yftem.

the univer e, by partial natural VER. 157. Wha knows but
evil in a particular fyffem. he, &¢.] The fublimity with

Whether partial moral evil which the -great Author of

tend to the good of the uni- Nature is here charaferifed,

verfe, being a queftion whu.n, is but the fecond beauty of

by reafon oi our ignorance of | this fine pallage. The greateft
many parts of that univerfe, | is the making the u,r) dif~
we cannot decide, but from | pel niatic )llﬁb‘jLCJ[Ld to, thepara-
known effeGs; the rules of phrafis of his Tidle,
argument require that it be

B3
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22 ESSAY ON MAN. Er. I.

That never air or ocean felt the wind ;
That never paffion diﬁ:ompos’d the mind.

CoMMEMTARY.
to 172) that zwral evil is not only produftive of good to the
whole, but is even productive of gosd in our own Syftem. It
might, fays he, perhaps, appear better to us, that there were
nothing in this world but peace and virtue :

That never air or ocean felt the wind ;

That never paffion difcompos’d the mind.

But then confider, that 2s our material Siffem is fupported by
the ftrife of its elementary particles ; o is our infe lectual fy/fem
by the confliét of our Paffions, which are the elements of hu-
man action.

In a word, as without the benefit of tempeftuous winds, both
air and ocean would ftagnate, corrupt, and fpread univerfal con-
tagion throughout all the ranks of animals that inhabit, or are
fupported by, themy fo, without the benefit of the Paffions,
{fuch virtue as was merely the effect of the abfence of thofe
Paffions, would be a lifelefs calm, a ftoical Apathy :

C'f;?:"f?'ffrgfd ﬁ!:.; j’rn:'(.':?'l;ffj? :3 fa’{ £ fa’?‘éﬁ? b
A S Al = i
But health of Mind is Exercife, #or Reft. Ep.ii. ¥ 103

Therefore, inftead of regarding the Confliét of the elements,
and the Paffions of the mind as diforders, you ought to confider
them as part of the general order of Providence : And that they
are fo, appears from their always preferving the fame unvaried
courfe, throughout all ages, from the creation to the prefent
time:

The gen’ral order, fince the W hols began,
Is kept in'Nature, and is kept in Man.

We fee, therefore, it would be doing great injuftice to our
author to fufpeé that he intended, by this, to give any enicourage-
ment to Vice. His fyftem, as all his Ethic Epiitles thew, is
this: That the Paffions, for the reafons civen above, are ne-
ceflary to the fupport of Virtue; That, indeed, the Paflions in
excefs produce Vice, which 18, In its own Nature, the greateft of
all Evils, and comes into the world from the abufe of Man’s free-

wil; but that God, in his infinite wifdom and goodnefs, devi-




Er. L. ESSAY ON MAN. 23
But ALy fubfifts by elemental ftrife s
And Paflions are the elements of Life. 170
The gen’ral ORDER, fince the whole began,
Is kept in Nature, and is kept in Man:
V1. What would this Man? Now upward will
he foar,

And little lefs than Angel, would be more; 174

COMMENTARY.
oufly turns the natural bias of its malignity to the advancement
of human happinefs, and makes it produétive of general Good :
THETERNAL ART EDUCES Goop FrRom ILL.
Ep. ii. y 175,

This fet againft what we have obferved of the Poet’s doétrine
of a future State, will furnith us with an inftance of his fleering
(as he well exprefles it in his preface) between Doéirines feem-
ingly sppofite 1 If his Effay has any merity be thinks it is in this.
And doubtlefs it is uncommon merit to reject the extravagances
of every Syitem, and take in only what is rational and real.

The Charatieriftics and the Fable of the Bees are two feem-
ingly inconfiftent fyftems; the extravagancy of the firft 1s in
giving a fcheme of Virtue without Religion ; and of the latter,
in giving a fcheme of Religion without Virtue. Thefe our Poet
leaves to Any that will take them up; but agrees however fo
far with the firft, that «¢ Virtue would be worth having, though
c¢ jtfelf was its only reward ;” and fo far with the latter, that
«« God makes Evil, againit its nature, productive of Good.”

VER. 173. #hat would this Man 2 t5¢.] Having thus juftified
Providence in its permi[fion of partial MORAL EVIL, he employs
the remaining part of his Epiltle in vindicating it from the 1o~

NoTESs.
VEPE' 169_. ?}mf all [ubfifts than /i';.igf?!', f:'| Theu baft
£5¢.] See this {ubject extended made him a little lower than

in Ep. ii. from y go to I12, the Angels, and baft ¢rowned
155, Ue. him with gloy aad ‘oneurs

VER. 174, And little lefs Pfalm viii. g,
B 4
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o4 ESSAY ON MAN, Er. I,
Now looking downwards, juit as griev'd appears
To want the firength of bulls, the fur of bears.
Made for his ufe all creatures if he call,

Say what their ufe, had he the ow'rs of all?

i~ R o]

Nature to thefe, without protufion, kind,

The proper organs, proper pow’rs affign’d; 180

f

Each feeming want compenfated of courfe,
Here with degrees of fwifinefs, there of force ;

ComMmMENTARY.
putation of certain fuppofed NATURAL EVILS. For now he
thews (from y 172 to 207) that though the complaint of his
adverfaries againft Providence be on pretence of real moral evils ;
yet, at bottom, it all proceeds from their impatience under 7#a-
ginary naiural ones, the iffue of a depraved appetite for vifionary
advantages, which if Man bad, they would be either ufelefs or
pernicisus to him, as unfuitable to his ftate, or repugnant to his
condition, Though God (fays he) hath fo bountifully beftowed,
on Man, Faculties litide lefs than angelic, yet he ungratefully
grafps at higher; and then, extravagant in another extreme,
with a pafiion as ridiculous as that is IMpious, envies even the '
peculiar accommodations of brutes, But here his own princi-
ples thew his folly. - He fuppofes them all made for his ufe ;
Now what ufe could he have of them, when he had robbed them
of all their qualities ? Qualities, diftributed with the higheft
wildom, as they are divided at prefent ; but which, if beftowed
according to the froward humour of thefe childifh complainers,
would be found to be, every where, either wanting or [uper-
fluous.  But even with thefe brutal qualities, Man would not
;'.-ni;,- be no gainer, but a confiderable lofer; as is thews, in

NoTEs.
VER. 182, Eere with do- | ftrength, their fwifenefs is lef-
eEs f'_;’-g{.-.r;f};:g_',-’j, &l It is | fenec ; Oras thf:}r’ are formed

a certan axiom in the anato- JF for {wiftnefs, their itrf.:ng_th 1s
my of creatures, that in pro- [ abated. P,
portion as they are formed for |




Er. 1, ESSAY ON MAN. 23
All in exa& proportion to the ftate;

Nothing to add, and nothing to abate.

Fach beaft, each infedt, happy in its own: 185

Is Heav’n unkind to Man, and Man alone?

Shall he alone, whom rational we call,

Be pleas’d with nothing, if not blefs’d with all?
The blifs of Man (could Pride that blefiing find}

Is not to a& or think beyond mankind ; 190

No pow’rs of body or of foul to fhare,

But what his nature and his {tate can bear.

Why has not Man a microfcopic eye?

For this plain reafon, Man is not a Fly.

Say what the ufe, were finer optics giv'n, 195

T’infpect a mite, not comprehend the heav'n ¢

Or touch, if tremblingly alive all o’er,

To fmart and agonize at ev'ry pore P

Or quick effluvia darting thro’ the brain,

Die of a rofe in aromatic pain? 200

If nature thunder’d in his op’ning ears,

And ftunn’d him with the mufic of the {pheres,

COMMENTARY.
explaining the confequences that would follow from his having
his fenfations in that exquifite degree, in which thisor that animal
is obferved to poflefs them. ;
NoTES.
VER. 202. Stunn’d himwith | inftance is poetical and even

the mufic of the [pheres,} This | fublime, but mifplaced, He
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26 ESSAY ON MAN. Er. I.

How would he wifh that Heav’n had left him ftill
The whifp’ring Zephyr, and the purling rill ?
Who finds not Providence all good and wife, 205
Alike in what it gives; and what denies?

VII. Far as Creation’s ample range extends,
The fcale of fenfual, mental pow’rs afcends :
Mark how it mounts, to Man’s imperial race,
From the green myriads in the peopled grafs: 210
What modes of fight betwixt each wide extreme,
'The mole’s dim curtain, and the lynx’s beam:
Of {mell, the headlong lionefs between,

And hound fagacious on the tainted green :

COMMENTARY.

VER. 207. Far as Creation’s ample rangs extends,] He tells us
next (from ¥ 206 to 233) that the complying with fuch extra-
vagant defires would not only be ufelefs and pernicious to Man,
but would be breaking into the Order, and deforming the
Beauty of God’s Creation, in which #bis animal is fubjeét to
that, and every one to Man; who by his Reafon enjoys the
fum of all their powers.

NoTEs.

s arguing philofophically ina | gery of ruling Angels : For
cafe that required him to em- | whether there be raling Angels
ploy the 7eal objes of fenfe | or no, there is real motion,
only : And, what is worfe, he | which was all his argument
fpeaks of this as a real ob- wanted ; but if there be no
ject==If NATURE thunder’d, | mufic of the [pheres, there was
&c. The cafe is different | no real found, which his argu-
where (in ¥ 2532) he fpeaks | ment could not do without.

of the motion of the heavenly VER: 213. The bheadlong

bodics under the fublime Ima- | /lone/s] The manner of the
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Of hearing, from the life that fills the flood, 213

To that which warbles thro’ the vernal wood :

The {pider’s touch, how exquifitely fine!

Feels at each thread, and lives along the line:

In the nice bee, what fenfe fo {ubtly true

From pois’nous herbs extracts the healing dew 7220

How Inftin& varies in the grov’ling fwine,

Compar’d, half-reas’ning elephant, with thine !

'Twixt that, and Reafon, what a nice barrier;

For ever fep’rate, yet for ever near!

Remembrance and Refle&tion how ally’d ;

225

What thin partitions Senfe from Thought divide :

NoTEs.

Lions hunting their prey in
the deferts of Africa is this:
At their firft going out in the
night-time they fet up a loud
roar, and then liften to the
noife made by the beafts in
their flight, purfuing them by
the ear, and not by the noftril.
It is probable the ftory of the
jackal’s hunting for the lion,
was occafioned by obfervation
of this defet of fcent in that
terrible animal. P.

VER. 224. For ever [¢p’rate,
&f¢.] Near, by the fimilitude
of the operations; [eparate,
by the immenfe difference in
the nature of the powers.

VER. 226. What thin par-

Atheiftic philofophers, as Pro-
agoras, held that thought was
only fenfe; and from thence
concluded, that every imagi-
nation or opinion of every man
was true » Naca Qulacia s
But the poet deter-
mines more philofophically 3
that they are really and effen-
tially different, how thin fo-
ever the partition is by which
they are divided. Thus (to
illuftrate the truth of this ob-
fervation) when a geometer
confiders a triangle, in order
to demonftrate the equality of
its three angles to two right
ones, he has the picture or
image of fome fenfible trian-

> '
e anbic,

titions &¢.] S> thin, that the l gle in his mind, which is fen/e;
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28 ESSAY O N- M-AN. Ep. L
And Middle natures, how they long to join,

Yet never pafs th’infuperable line !

Without this juft gradation, could they be

Subjected, thefe to thofe, or all to thee ?

b
Lo
Q

The pow’rs of all fubdu’d by thee alone,
Is not thy Reafon all thefe pow’rs in one ?

VIIL, See, thro' this air, this ocean, and this earth,
All matter quick, and burfting into birth,

CoMMENTARY.

VER. 233. See, thro’ this air, &¢.] And farther (from ¥ 232
to 267) that this breaking the order of things, which, as a link
or chain, connects all beings from the higheft to the lowelt,
would unavoidably be attended with the deftru®ion of the Uni-
verfe: For that the feveral parts of it muft at leafs compofe as

entire and harmonious 2 whole, as the parts of a human body,
can hardly be doubted: Yet we fee what confufion it would
make in our frame, if the members were fet upon invading
cach other’s office:
7] LB " . y - fo .
What if the foot, &'c, ¥ 259, Y.

Vho will not acknowledge, therefore, that fo harmonious a
NoTEsS.

yet notwithftanding, he muft | thefe fpecies. On thisaccount
needs have the notion or idea | it was that Ariftotle faid,

i SR AT PR s Vot o s ; ;
of an intellectual triangle like- | Norpala w0 Sialos, 55 #n Qarldo-
3 3 B A e s, ok : : e e S
wife, which is tmougit 5 for | wale evas, n 98 ravre Qo oz~

this plain reafon, becaufe cvery | male, ard’ de dvev Qaslacudror.
image or picture of a trian- | The conceptions of the mind dif-
cle muit needs he obtufangu- | fer fomewhat from Jenfible
lar, or reftangular, or acutan- | images s they are not Jenfible
gular; but that which, in his | images, and yet not quite free
mind, is the {ubject of his pro- | or difengaged Jrom  [enfible
pofition is the ratio of a trian- | images.

gle, undetermined to any of
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Above, how high, progrefiive life may go! 233
Around, how wide! how deep extend below !
Vaft chain of Being! which from God began,
Natures @thereal, human, angel, man,

Beaft, bird, fith, infe&, what no eye can fee,

No glafs can reach; from Infinite to thee, 240

From thee to Nothing.—On fuperior pow-’ré

Were we to prefs, inferior might on ours:

e e T =
= TS e e

Or in the full creation leave a void,

W here, one ftep broken, the great {cale’s deftroy’d:

:‘
;
1
i

e
Fre

From Nature’s chain whatever link you firike, 24 5

Tenth or ten thoufandth, breaks the chain alike.
And, if each fyftem in gradation roll

Alike effential to th’amazing Whole;

VARIATIONS.
VER. 238. Ed. 1it.
Ethereal effence, fpirit, {fubftance, man.

COMMENTARY.
conne@ion in the difpofition of things, as is here deferibed, 1s
tranfcendently beautiful?  But the Fatalifts fuppofe fuch an
one.—What then ? Is the Firft Free Agent, the great Caufe of
all things, debarred from a contrivance fo exquifite, becaufe
fome Men, to fet up their idol, Fate, abfurdly reprefent it as
prefiding over fuch a fyftem?

NoTES.

VER. 243. Or in the full | and wsid here meant, relating
creation leave a woid, ¢.] | not to Matter, but to Laife.
This is only an illuftration, VER. 247. Andy if each
alluding to the Peripatetic ple- | fi/lem in gradation voll] The.
nam and vacuum 3 the full l verb alludes to the mstjon of

F
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30 ESSAY ON MAN: Epk

The leaft confufion but in one, not all

That {yftem only, but the Whole muft fall, - 50
Let Earth unbalanc’d from her orbit fly,

Planets and Suns run lawlefs thro’ the fky ;

Let ruling Angels from their {pheres be hurl’d,
Being on Being wreck’d, and world on world ;
Heav’n’s whole foundations to their centre nod,25%
And Nature trembles to the throne of God.,

L.*

All this dread OrRDER break—for whom? for thee?
Vile worm ! —oh Madnefs! Pride! Impiety!

IX. What if the foot, ordain’d the duft to tread,
Or hand, to toil; afpir’d to be the head ; 260
What if the head, the eye, or ear repin’d
To ferve mere engines to the ruling Mind ?

No T-Es.
the planetary bodies of each [ for the foundation of his ]-‘.J";hy
fy ﬂun, and to the fleures de= | had afforded hin n; and that is

fcribed by that motion, the exprefling himfelf (‘b[u.l\.,;}
VER, 251. Let Earthun- | in Plitonic notions ; which,
bala ne'd] 1. e. Being no lon- | lucki ily for his purpofe, are

ger kept within its orbit by the highly poetical, at the fame

mfu_rt.nt directions of its pro- | time that they add a grace to

greflive and Hmauncmutmm, the uniformity of his re:

whi ich, like equal weights in a | ing.

balance, keep it in an equi- |r Ver. 25G.  What if the

libre. _,.":-:', ,.¢] This fine iljuftra-
VER. 253 Lt ruling An- | tion in u{.Ltl{‘c of the Syfte

fon-

ak

gels &e.] 1].L poet, through- | of Narare, is taken from Tt

out. this pocm, with great art | Paul, who employed it to
lJ.jL‘l an c‘Li‘ intaoe L._, W Jin..:: 1..; i‘_‘".E 'l[c S J'-'.';, _"" (J.r.u'rf
'P]ﬂ"'!ri'!, INg a jr}.(:’f,.r.;.. l l!ll\--_ 1C E




Ep.I. BSSAY ON'MAN, 31

Juft as abfurd for any part to claim
To be another, in this gen’ral frame:
Juft as abfurd, to mourn the tafks or pains, 2635
The great direGting M1ND of Ary ordains.

All are but parts of one ftupendous whole,
Whofe body Nature is, and God the foul;

COMMENTARY.

Ver. 267. Al are but parts of one_ftupendous swhole,] Having
thus given a reprefentation of God’s creation, as gne entire whole,
where all the-parts have a neceflary dependence on, and relation
to each other, and where every Particular works and concurs to
the perfection of the whole; as fuch 2 fyftem would be thought
above the reach of vulgar ideas; to reconcile it to common con-
ceptions, he fhews {from y 260 to 281) that God is equally
and intimately prefent to every fort of fubjiance, to every par-
ticle of matter, and in every inftant of betnz 3 which eafes the
 lefs, from fuch a

labouring imagination, and makes it expect i

Prefence, than fuch a Difpenfation.

NoTzes.

Ver. 265. Fuf as abfurd, | and fo, we know, would St.

&¢e.] See the Profecution and | Paul too, when writing on the
application of this in Ep.iv. P. | fame fubject, namely the om-
VER. 266. The great di- i niprefence of Geod in his Provi-
refiing Mind e ] Veneramur | dence, and in his Subftance.
i
.

sy h [ 2 > = ' foc. 3 o G s o -
autem & colimus b domimium. I him we lHve and move and

Deus enim fine dominio, previ- have our being 3 1. & We are
dentia, & caufis finalibus, aihil | parts of him, his offspring, as
aliud eft quamFarom & Na- | the Greek poet, a pantheiit
rura.  Newtoni Princip. | quoted by the Apoitle, ob-
Schol. gener. fub finem. 1 ferves: And the reafon is, be-
|

VERr. 268, #hofe body Na- caufe a religious theift and an
ture 1552686 A certain exa- | lmpious p;mthtii"t both profefs
miner remarks, on this line, | to believe the omniprefence of
that ¢ A Spinozift would ex- i God, But would Spinoza, as
«¢ prefs himfelf in this Man- § Mr. Pope does, call God the

' 13 - y L = T WA o T
: oreat directing  Mind ‘of ally

ner.” I believe he would, ; g
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32 ESSAY ON M AN, . L

That, chang’d thro’ all, and yet in all the fame ;

Great in the earth, as in th’ethereal frame JEagrh

NoTFEs.

who hath i:]fE‘llinI'l_El“}-’ created
a perfect Univerfe! Or would

a Spinozift have told us,

The workman from the work difliné? was K10,

a line that overturns all Spino-
P

ziim from its very foundations.

But this fyblime defcription
of the Godhead contains not
only the divinity of St. Paul ;

but, if that will not fatisfy the
men he writes againft, the phi-
lofoply likewife of Sir Ifaac
Newton.

‘The poet fays,

Al are but parts of one Supendors whole,
Whofe body Nature is, and God the foul,

That, chang’d thro’ ail, and yet in all the fame,
Great tn the earth, as in th’ zthereal Jrame,
Warms in the fun, refrefbes in the breeze,
Glows in the flars, and bloffors in the trees,
Lives thre’ all life, extends thro all extent,
Spreads undivided, operates unfpent,

"The Philofopher :—17 ip /5 con-
tinentur & moventur univer(a,
J¢d abjque mutua paffione. Deus
nifil patitur ex carparum mo=
tibus 3 illa nullam Jentiunt
refiffentiam ex omnipre fentia
Dei.—Corpore omni & figura
corporea deflituitur. — Omnig

Mr. Pope :

regit & ommia cognofcit.— Cum
unaqueque Spatii particula [it
Jemper, & unumguodgue Durq-
tionis indivifibile momentum
ubiquey certe rerum omnium Fa-
bricator ac Dominus nen erit
nunguam, nufquam,

Breathes in our foul, informs our mortal part,
As full, as perfect, in a bair, as heart

As full, as perfesd, in vile Man that mourns,
As the rapt Seraph that adores and burns :

2o bim no bigh, no low, no greaty, no [mall ;

[=

H fills, be bounds, connests, and equals all,

Sir Ifaac Newton : — Aunon ex
phenomenis conflat effe entem in-

eqrporem, t',-"z:ms‘c’m, ﬁ;fﬂfﬁgm-
tems omnipra fentems qui in [pa-




Er. L. ESSAY ON MAN. 33
Warms in the fun, refrefhes in the breeze,

Glows in the ftars, and blofloms in the trees,
Lives thro’ all life, extends thro’ all extent,
Spreads undivided, operates unfpent;

Breathes in our foul, informs our mortal part, 275

As full, as perfed, in a hair as heart ;
NorTEs.

tio infinito, tanquam [enforia | tO the perfection of the whole-
Jua, res ipfas intime cernat, But allow him to employ the
penitufque per[pictat, totafque | paflage in the fenfe of St. Paul,
intra fe prefens prefentes com- That we and all creatures live
plectatur. and move and have our being in

But now admitting, for ar- | God; and then it will be feen
gument’s fake, there was an | to be the moft logical fupport
ambiguity in thefe expreflions, of all that had preceded. For
fo great, as that a Spinozift | the poet having, as we fay,
might employ them to exprefs | laboured through his epiftle to
his own particular principles; | Prove, that every thing in the
and fuch a thing might well Univerfe tends, by a forefeen
be, becaufe the Spinozifts, in | contrivance, and a prefent di-
order to hide the impiety of | rection of all its parts, to the
their principle, are ufed to ex- | perfection of the whole; it
prefs the Omniprefence of | might be objected, that fuch a
God in terms that any religi- | difpofition of things implying
ous Theift might employ. In | in God a painful, operofe, and
this cafe, 1 fay, how are we inconceivable extent of Pro-
to judge of the poet’s mean- vidence, it could not be fup-
ing ? Surely by the whole tenor pofed that fuch care extended
of his argument. Now take | to all, but was confined to the
the words in the fenfe of the | more noble parts of the crea-
Spinozifts, and he is made, in tion. This grofs conception
the conclufion of his epiftle, | of the Firft Caufe the poet ex-
to overthrow all he has been | pofes, by {hewing that God is
advancing throughout the body equally and intimately prefent
of it: For Spinozifm is the de- | to every particle of Matter,
fruction of an Univerfe, where | to every fort of Subftance, and
every thing tends, by a fore- | in every inftant of Being.
feen contrivance inall its parts,

C
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24 ESSAY ON MAN. Er. I.

As full, as perfed, in vile Man that mourns,

As the rapt Seraph that adores and burns :

To him no high, no low, no great, no {mall;

He fills, he bounds, conneés, and equals all, 280
A. Ceafe then, nor OrRDER Imp{: -fection name:

Our proper blifs depends on what we blame.

VARTIATIONS.
After 3 282. in the MS.
Reafon, to think of God when fhe p retends,
Begins a Cenfor, an Adorer ¢nds.

CoMMENTARY.

V ER. .LSI. {z f?!r f.w.?? Hor Um’:r fﬁife.?; E‘if‘?? HAmMe ] r‘;h(x
now the poet, as he had promifed, having windicated the ways of
God to Hfd 5, concludes ( knum ¥r ?&:3 to the Lr]dl that, from what
had been faid, it appears, that the very things we blame, con-

* ] Pl
tribute to our H*ppumﬂ, either as Particulars, or as [drh of
the Univerfal {yftem ; that our State of Ignorance was allotted
to us out of cmnpqﬁnn, that yet we have as much Know-
ledge as is fufficient to fhew us that we are, and always fhall
be, as bleft as we can bearj for that NATURE is neither a
tratenic chain of blind Caufes and Effeds,
(All Nature 7s but Art, unknown 5 ¢ hee)
nor yet the fortuitous refult of Epicurean Aton ns,
(Al Chance, Dire&ion, which thou canf? not fee)
as thofe tt’m {pecies of atheifm Iuppo‘hd it; but the wonderful
Art : ml Direétion, unknown indeed to T\’HL“ of an all-powerful,
all-wife, all- Unm], and free Being.  And thumu:,, we may be

affured, that the arguments, brou xht above, to prove partial
moral Evil produive of univer ..l"uuod, are conclufive ; from

NorTts

VER. 278. A5 the rapt | name Seraphim, fignifying
Seraph &e.] Alluding to the | burners,




Bs.§. BSSAY ON MAN. g8
Know thy own point: This kind, this due degree
Of blindnefs, weaknefs, Heav’n beftows on thee.
Submit.— In this, or any other {phere, 283
Secure to be as bleft as thou canft bear:

Safe in the hand of ‘one difpofing Pow’r,

Or in the natal, or the mortal hour.

COMMENTARY.

whence one certain truth refults, in fpite of all the pride and
cavils of vain Reafon, That WHATEVER I8, IS RigHT.

That the reader may fee in one view the Exaltnefs of the
Method, as well as Force of the Argument, I fhall here draw
up a fhort fynopfis of this Epiftle. The poet begins by telling
us his fubject is an Effay on Man: That his end of writing
s t0 vindicate Providence: That he intends to derive his argu-
ments, from the wifible things of God feen in this [yftem : Lays
down this Propofition, That of all poffible [3ftems infinite Wifdom
has form’d the beft : draws from thence two Confequences,
t. That there muft needs be [omewbhere [uch a creature as Man
o. That the moral Evil which he is author of; is productive of
the Good of the Whole. This is his general Thefis; from whence
he forms this Conclufion, That Man fhould veft fubmiffive and
contenty and make the bopes of Futurity bis comfort s but not [uffer
this to be the occafion of PRIDE, which is the caufe of all his
impious complaints.

He proceeds to confirm his Thefis.—Previoufly endeavours
to abate our wonder at the phznomenon of msral Evil; fhews,
firft, its ufe to the Perfection of the Univerfe, by Analogy, from
the ufe of phyfical Evil in this particular {yftem.—Secondly, #ts
ufe in this [y/tem, where it is turned, providentially, from its
natural bias, to promote Virtue. Then goes on to vindicate
Providence from the imputation of certain [uppofed naiural
Evils 5 4s he had before juftified it for the Permiflion of real
moral Evil, in fhewing that, though the atheift’s complaint
againtt Providence be on pretence of real moral Evil, yet the
true caufe is his impatience under imaginary natural Evil; the
iflue of a depraved appetite for j}fu.-'r:f_,r'f.;-;.:! advantages, which, if
obtained, would be #/felefs or bhurtful to Man, and deforming

Ca
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36 5S5AY ON MAN.  Eel

All Nature is but Art, unknown to thee ;

All Chance, Dire&ion, which thou canft not fee ;

All°Difcord, Harmony not underftood ; 291

All partial Evil, univerfal Good :

And, fpite of Pride, in erring Reafon’s fpite,

One truth is clear, WnATEVER 15, is RIGHT.
CommenTARY.

and deftru@ive to the Univer lu, as hw*l*mfr mto that Order by

wm_n it is fuppmtul — He defcribes that Urder, Harmony, and

clofe Conneclion of the Parts; and, by fhewing thc mr:mcfta. pre-

fence of God to his whole creation, gives a reafon for an Uni-

verfe fo ar 114z1r1-1;1;_.-‘ beautiful and perfect.  From all this he de-
mt]:ii}m, That Nature !";"}w netther a blind

duces his general Co

cLain of (_,:,.;,-,-,,:-_.- and f_.ui_.- ecisy nor e ot the _,fw lots refult f; wan-
{-'r,'-;'.-.._.: r'.'['}u’.r:'\ c"..-'.'.-_"' & TGN J’r:r '.r.fﬁ {f.f.’j J?.v‘ ree .._,f an (1“' T{,;/;

all-vo0d, ¢ r free fum- ; WHATEVER 1S, IS B’.u,zm‘ with re-
gaid to the L"; vfition of God, and its Ultimate Luﬁ'm_y, which

once granted, all complaints againft Providence are at an end.

NorTEs,
VEIR. 204. One truth is efpecially when the author, in
clea 7 &'c.] It will be hard to | this very epiftle, has himfelf
think any caviller thould have | thus explained it

','In,\,‘LL[ to this LtJuk.iL!s.[*.]h, i

Man, whatever wroy 1w we call,
Y be right, as relative to ALL—
lany qwbs here Jecms p-.:n_clp'-_'.l alone,

-n‘ 1 r 8 ey 27 5 =rege @
{0 8 2] e JPhi 'i Uningwn

“ hirft lofing his head on the
G, we muft have faid
5 rights at the fight
*¢ tooof his judges condemn-
““ ing him, we muft have {aid
€ ihis as vight 3 at the fight of

cut without any regard to the

1
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Er. L ESSAY ON MAN,

3

NorTESs.

<¢ fome of thefe .judges, taken

¢ and conde .mmd for the
¢< 3&Hon which he had own-
(44

ed 1o be right, he muft Imu’,
< cried out this 15 doubly right
Never was any thing more a-
mazing than that th; abfurdi-
ties arifing from the fenfe in
which this critic E‘lkf_"‘i the
grand plmU‘}JL, of whaiever
z~, is righty did not fhew him
his miftake: For could any
one in his fenfes -:'mplw a
propofition in a meaning from
whence fuch evident Ahlur-
dities immediately arife? 1have
obferved, that this conclufion,
whatever is, 1S right, is a con-
fequence of thefe prmmﬁu.
that partial Evil tends to uni-
verfal Good 3 which the au-
thor employs as a ps'[m:[p!c to
humble the pride of Man, who
would impioufly make God
accountable for his creation.
What then does common fenfe
teach us to underftand by what-
EVEr f.ﬁ', is5 }'."l;;:’n‘:g Did the pOEt
mean right with regard to
Man, or 11frht with rezard to
God; rwht with n,"md to 1t-
{elf, or right with ]t'TJ.I’d to

its ultimate tendency ! Surely
wiTH REGARD TO GoOD;
for he tLu: us his de f'“l 15 tO
‘I,-'I.'.-'.':'r'b(.. ?‘.“ Ty S "f u od 1o
Man. Surely, with regard to
its ULTIMATE TENDENCY 3
for he tells us
tial 1ll is univerfal good, ¥ 29
Now is this any encoura; r”. nt
to Vice? Or does it t.ke off
from the crime of him wi‘:-ca
commits it, that God provi
dCi‘lthdl}' yroduces (Good out
of Evil? Had Mir. Pope -ab-
ruptly faid his cum.h.mow,
the nfuf :y all is, that qwhat-
cwer 15, 5 right, the objector
had even tth been inexcufa-
ble for putting fo abfurd - a
{enfe upon the words, when h\.
m'f*m have feen tha t it was a
conclufion from the f“ni:lnl
principle abovementioned ; and
therefore muit neceffarily have
another meaning. But what
muft we think of him, when
the poet, to prevent miitakes,
bad al:.u'.le,l in this very
place, rlz.. principle itfelf, to-
gether w th this con ‘u*“ni s
the ont'*qm wce of it !

All Difcord, Hn:rnrj-r;_; not underflood
All partial Evil, w'um‘;‘m' Good :
And, _f;:z}.‘ﬁ o/ P;ﬂf(f.s, in erring J'r"fr?‘ f"’ te,

One truth is cleary ¢ Whate

He could not have told his
reader plainer that this conclu-
fion was the confequence of

ever Is, 1S J!\*ﬂb“

that principle, unlefs he had
written THEREFORE in great
Church letters.

L3
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ARGUMENT ot

P8P - paar

Of the Nature and State of Man with refpedt to
Himfelf, as an Individual,

L. THE bufinefs of Man not to pry into God, but to
Sudy himfelf. His Middle Nature 5 bis Powers and
Frailties, ¥ 1 to 19. The Limits of his Cﬂpacity, Y 19,
&c. II. The two Priuciples of Man, Self-love apd
Reafon, 2oth neceflary, 3 53, &c. Self-love the
fronger, and woy, ¥ 67, &c. Their end the Jame,
¥ 81, &c. III. The Passtons, and their ufe, ¥ 93
to 130. 7 ke predominant Paffion, and its force, ¥ 132
to 160. Its Necefity, in direfling Men to different
purpofes, ¥ 165, &c. Irs providential Ufe, in fix-
g our Principle, and ajcertaining our Virtue, y 1 A
IV. Virtue and Vice joined in our mixed Nature 3
the limits near, yet the things feparate and evi-
dent : What is the Office of Reafon, ¥ 3202 to 216,
V. How odious Vice in itfelf, and how we deceive our-
felves into it, ¥ 217. VL. That, bowever, the Ends
of Providence znd general Good are anfwered in our
Paffions and Imperfetions, ¥ 238, &c.  How ufefully
thefe are diftributed fo all Orders of Men, ¥ 241.
How wufeful they are to Society, ¥ 251. Andiothe
Individuals, ¥ 263. very ftate, and every age of
ife, 3 273, &c.
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