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FOUR EPISTLES
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Several Perlons.

Eft brevitate opus, ut currat {ententia, neu fe
Impediat verbis laflis onerantibus aures :

Et fermone opus eft modo trifti, {zpe jocofo,
Defendente vicem modo Rhetoris atque Poetz,
Interdum urbani, parcentis viribus, atque
Extenuantis eas confulto. Hor.
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Sir Richard Temple, Lord Cobham.

¢ S @ BEE U SR D (S A
Of the Knowledge and Charaters of M E N.

THAT it is not [ufficient for this knowledge to confider
Man in the Abftratt : Books will not [.s'; ve the pur-
pofe, ner yet our own Experience fingly, ¥ 1. GE!ZE.‘"(I:Z
maxims, unlefs they be formed upon both, will be but
rmfmfsr# v 10. Some Pﬁ’w”’:c?h) in every man, cha-

alteriftic to bimfelf, yer varying from szmﬁzj", ¥ 15,
D:ﬁmu,ef arifing from our own Paffions, Fanciesy Fa-
culties, &c. ¥ 31. The fbortnefs of Life, to obferve in,
and the uncertainty aj the Pr rnuplu of action in men,
‘o obferve by, ¥ 37, &c () ur own Principle of aftion

often hid fanf ourfelves, ¥ 41. Sm;fc’j:, w Charallers
plain, but in general mlyra:s;.we’e’r! diffembled, or incon-
/ﬁemf ¥ 51. The fame mai s utterly different in differ-
ent purcdc and _;njw-, e e O FrJ’(””)’-’(’J‘?{,’ weak-

neffes in the u.rwfffr ¥ 70y &c.  Nothing confiant and
cevtain but God and T\'JELH(., ¥ 95. No judging of
1
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62 MORAL ESSAYS. Er. 1,

the Motives from the aitions; the fame aions pro-
ceeding from contrary Motives, and the [fame Motives
influencing contrary ations, ¥ 10o. IL Yet to form
Characters, we can only take the {trongeft actions of @
man's life, and try to make them agree : The utter
uncertainty of this, from Nature itfelf, and from Po-
licy, ¥ 120. Charalers given according to the rank
of men of the world, ¥ 135. And fome reafon for it,
¥ 140. Education alrers the Nature, or at leaft
Charaéter of many, ¥ 149. Actons, Paflions, Opi-
nions, Manners, Humours, or Principles 2/l fubject
‘o change. Nojudging by Nature, from y 158 to 178.

ALL It only remains to find (if we can) his RuLing
P AsstoN = That will certainly influence all the reft,

and can reconcile the [eeming or real inconfiftcncy of all
bis aifions, ¥ 175. Inflanced in the extraordinary cha-
xaiter of Clodio, ¥ 179. A caution againft miftak-
zng {econd qualities for firft, which will deftroy all pof-
Sibility of the knowledge of mankind, ¥ 210. Examples
of the firength of the Ruling Paffion, and its continua-
vien to the laft breath, ¥ 222, &c.
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[ 163 ]
FPISTLE.-L

E S, you defpife the man to Books confin’d,
Who from his ftudy rails at human kind ;
Tho’ what he learns he {peaks, and may advance

Some gen’ral maxims, or be right by chance.
CoOMMENTARY.

Epiftle of the Knowledge and Charaéters of Men.] Whoever
compares this with the former Editions of this poem, will obferve
that the order and difpofition of the feveral parts are entirely
changed and tranfpofed, tho’ with hardly the Alteration of a
fingle Word. When the Editor, at the Author’s defire, firlt
examined this Epiftle, he wag furprized to find it contain a num-
ber of fine obfervations, without order, connexion, or depen-
Jdence* but much more {fo, when, on an attentive review, he

faw, that, if put into a different form, on an idea he then
conceived, it would have all the clearnefs of method, and force
of conne&ied reafoning. Indeed the obfervations then appeared

=4
(=

to him fo jumbled and confounded in one another, as if the fe-
veral parts of a regular poem had been rolled up in tickets,

=

drawn at random, and then fet down as they arole. I'he au-
thor appeared as much ftruck with the obfervation as the editor,

and agreed to putit;n the prefent form, which has given the

1

poem all the juftnefs of a truc compofition. The introduction
of the epiftle on Riches was in the fame condition, and under-

went the fame reform.

NoTE'Ss,

Moral E fJays. ] The Essay
on MAN was intended to have
been comprifed in Four Books:

The Firft of which, the Au-
thor has given us under that
title, in four Epiftles.

The Second was to have
conlifted of the fame number:
1. Of the extent and limits of
human Redfon. 2. Of thole
Arts and Sciencesy and of the

parts of them, which are ufe-
ful, and therefore attainable,to-
oether with thofe which are un-
ufeful, and therefore unattain-
able. 3. Of the Nature, Ends,
Ufe, and Application of the
different Capacities of Men.
4. Of the Ufe of Learning, of
the Science of the World, and
of Wit ; concluding with a
Satyr againft the Mifapplication
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The coxcomb bird, fo -talkative and grave, 5
Thatfrom his cage cries Cuckold, W hore, andKnave,

Tho” many a paflenger he rightly call,
You hold him ‘no Philofopher at all.

ComMmMmENTARY.

Eristrel ] This Epiftle is divided into three principal parts
or members : The firft (from ¥ 1 to gg) treats of the difficul-
ties in coming at the Knowledge and. true Charagiers of Men.
—The fecond (from . ¥ g8 to 173).of the wrong means which

NorTgs.
of them, illuftrated by PiGtures,
Characters, and f.xamples.

The Third Book regarded
Civil Regimen, or the Science
of Politics, in which the feve-
ral forms of a Republic were
to have been examined and
explained ; together with the
feveral Modes of Religious
Wotthip, as far forth as they But as this was the Author's
affe€t Society ; between which | favourite Work, which more
the Author always fuppofed exactly reflected the Image of
there was the moft interefting | his ftrong capacious Mind, and
relation and clofeft connec- | as we can have but a very im-
tion ; fo that this part would perfect idea of it from the i/~
have treated of Civil and Re- Je@la membra Poetw that now
ligious Society in their full ex- remain, it may not be amifs to
tont be a little more particular con-

The' Fourth and laft Book | cerning each of thefe project-

for the only work of his riper
Years: but was, partly thro’
ill 'health, partly through dif-
couragements from the depra-
vity of the times, and partly on
prudential and other confidera-
tions, interrupted, poftponed,
and, laftly, in a manner laid
afide.

concerned private Ethics or | ed books.

practical Morality, confidered The FirsT, as'it treats of

1n all the Circumftances, Or- | Man'in the abftract, and con-

ders, Profeffions, and Stations | fiders him in general under
of human Life. every of his relations, becomes

The Scheme of all this had | the foundation, and furnifhes
been maturely digefted, and | out the fubjedts, of the three

communitated to the L. Bolin- following ; fo that

broke, Dr. Swift, and one or The sEconp Book takes
two more, and was intended ' up again the Fir# and Second
s ] “dil L 1IN I lil.:‘.an i ‘J “Ill b S rilae
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And yet the fate of all extremes 1s {uch,
Men may be read, as well as Books, too much. 10
T'o obfervations which ourfelves we make,
oo > SR e
We grow more partial for th’Obferver’s fake ;

CoOMMENTARY.

both Philafophers and Men of 1he IV%rid have employed in fur-
mounting thofe difficulties, And the third (from ¥ 174 to the
end) treats of the right means, With direétions for the applica-
tion of them.

VER. 1. Yes, you defpife the man &c.} The Epiftle is intro-
duced (from ¥ 1 to 15) in obferving, th:lt the Knowledge of
Menis neither to be gained by Books nor Experience alone, but
by thejoint ufe of both ; for that the Maxims of the Philofopher
and the Conclufions of the Man of the Iorld can, feparately,
but fupply a vague and fuperficial knowledge : And often not fo
much ; as thofe Adaxims are founded in the abftralt notions of
the writer ; and thefe conclufions are drawn from the uncertain

NoTEs.
Epiftles of the Firft Book, and

treats of man in his intelleétual

Eric Porm; as the Adtion
would malke it more animated,

Capacity at large, as has been
explained above. Of this, on-
ly a fmall part of the conclu-
{fion (which, as we faid, was
to have contained a Satire a-
gainft the mifapplication of
Wit and Learning) may be
found in the Fourth book of
the Dunciad, and up and down,
occafionally, in the other #bree,

The THirD Book, in like
manner, reaflumes the fubject
of the Third Epiftle of the
Firf?, which treats of Man in
his Social, Political, and Reli-
gious Capacity. But this part
the Poet afterwards conceived
might be beft executed in an

and the Fable lefs invidious $
in which all the great Princi-
ples of true and falfe Govern-
ments and Religions thould be
chiefly delivered in feigned
Examples.

The FourTa and laff Book
purfues the fubje&t of the
Fourth Epiftle of the Firff,
and treats of Ethics, or prac-
tical Morality ; and would
have confifted of many mem-
bers ; of which the four fol-
lowing Epiftles were detached
Portions.: the two fir/?, on the
Charaéters of Men and Wo-
men, being the intreduslory part
of this concluding Book.

L3
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To written Wifdom, as another’s, lefs -
Maxims are drawn from Notions, thofe from Guefs.

CoMmMENTARY.
conjeitures of the obferver : But when the writer joins his /pecu-
lation to the experience of the obferver, his ustions are reétificd
into principls : and when the obferver regulates his experience
onthe general principles of the writer, his conjellures advance
into feience. Such is the reafoning of this introduction ; which,
befides its propriety to the general fubje& of the Epiftle, has a
peculiar relation to each of its parts or members : For the cattfes
of the difficulty in coming at the knowledge and characters of
men, explained in the firft, will thew the importance of what
is here delivered, of the joinzt affiftance of {peculation and prac-
tice to furmount it ; and the wrong means, which both philsfo-
phers and men of the world have employed in overcoming thofe
difficulties difcourfed of in the fecond, have their fource here
deduced, which isfeen to bea Jeparate adherence of each to his

own method of ftudying men, and a mutual contempt of the
others. Laftly, the right means delivered in the third, will be
of little ufe in the application, without the dire@ion here deli-

vered :  For tho’ sh/ervation difcovered a rultng paffion, yet,
without 2 prilofophic knowledge of the human mind, we may
eafily miftake a Jecondary and fubfidiary paffion for the principal,
and {o be never the nearer in the Knowledge of Men. DBut
the elegant and ealy Form of the imtreduttion equals the Pro-
priety of its malter 5 for the epiftle being addrefled to a noble
perion, diftinguifhed for his cnowledge of the World, it opens,
as it were, in the midft of a familiar converfe, which lets us at
ence into his charaGer; where the poet, by affecting ouly to
ridicule the ufelefs Knowledge of Men confined to Books, and
under the appearance of cxtolling only that acquired by the
World, artfully infipuates how equally defective this may be,
when conducted on the fame narrow principle : Which is too
often the cafe, as 7 of the world are more than ordinarily pre-
judiced in {a\'our of their own obfervations for the fake of the
NoTEs,.

VER. 5. The coxcomd bird, | that he could only repeat fome
&e.] A fine turn’d allufion to | fentences of P}'fhafm'ae, like
what Philoftratus faid of Euxe- thofe coxcomb bird:, who were
nus, the Tutor of Apellonius, | taught their ¢ @zl and their

o
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1{’37

There’s fome Peculiar in each leaf and grain, I§

Some unmark’d fibre, or fome varying vein:

Shall only Man be taken in the grofs P
Grant but as many forts of Mind as Mofs.

That each from other differs, firft confefs ;

Next, that he varies from himfelf no lefs : 20

CoOMMENTARY.

oblerver, and, for the fame reafon, lefs indulgent to the difco-

veries of others.

Ver. 15. There’s fome Peculiar &5¢.] The poet enters on the
Firft divifion of his fubject, zhe difficulties of coming at the Know-

ledge and 1rue Characters of Men.

The firft caufe of this dit-

ficulty which he profecutes (from y 14 t0 1g) is the great éi-

verfity of Characters, of which, to abate our wonder,

o

and not

difcourage our inquisys he only defires we would grant bim

— but as many foris of Mind as Mofs.

Hereby artfully infinuating, that if Nature has varicd the moft

worthlefs vegetable mnto above

three hundred fpecies, we need

not wonder at the like diverfity in the human mind: Andif a

variety in that vegetabie has been thought of importance enou
to employ the leifure of a ferious enquirer, much more will the

fame quality in this mafter-piece of Nature deferve our ftudy

and attention.

VER. 10. That each from other differs, 7.1 A fecond caufe

F;

of this difficulty (from y 18 to 21) s Man’s inconftancy, whetes
by not only one man difters from another, but each man from

himfelf.

NorTES.

Zeds ihewe, but knew not what

they fignified.

VER. 10. And yet — Men
way be read, as well as Books |

to6 much, &¢.] The poet has
here covertly defcrib’d a famous
{yftem of a man of the world,

¢he celebrated Maxims of M,

de la Rochefeurault, which are
one continued fatire on human
Nature, and hold much of the
ill Janguage of the Parrot: “Fhe
reafon of the genfure, our aus
thor’s fyftem of Lunan nature
will explain.

]_,_1_
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Add Nature’s, Cuftom’s, Reafon’s, Paffion’s ftrife,
And all Opinion’s colours caft opn life.

Our depths who fathoms, or our fhallows finds,
Quick whirls, and thifting eddies, of our minds?
On human aétions reafon tho’ you can, 2§
It may be Reafon, but it is not Man:

CoMMENTARY,

VER. 21. 4dd Natyre's, e ] A third caufe (from y 20 to 23)
is that ob/zurizy thrown over the Characters of men, through
the ftrife and conteft between nature and cu fom, between reafon
and appetite, between' truth and opinion.  And as moft men,
either thro’ education, temperature, or profeffion, have their Cha=
racters warp’d by cuffom, appetite, and opinion, the obfcurity
arifing from thence is almoft umiverfal.

VER, 23. Our depths 1who Sathoms, &¢c.] A fourth caufe
(from y 20 to 25) is decp diffimulation, and refHefs caprice,
whereby the fhallows of the mind are as difficult to be found,
as the depths of it to be Jathom'd.

VER. 25. On human afisms Ge.] A fifth caufe (from 3 24
to 31) is the fudden change of his Principle of action, either on
the point of its being laid cpen and deteCted, or thro’ mere 1n-
conftancy,

NorTes.

VER.22. Aud all Opinier’s | both the etficrent and the _,'?wr?
colours: caft on life.] The poet | caufe: The Firft in the third
refers here only to the ¢ffecs - Ep. ¥231.

In the Eflay on Man he gives
Eer Wit obligue had broke that fleddy light,

Yor clligue Wit is Opinion, The other, in the fecond Ep. ¥ 283.
Mean-while Opinion gilds with varying rays
Thefe painted clouds that beautify our days, €.

but it 75 not Mgn *] i.s. The | that hypothefis be all the while
Philofopher mav invent a a-. | very wide of truth and the -
) - YEE

tzonal bypothefis that Thall ac- ! ture of things.

VER. 26. It may be Reafon, l would inveftigate ; and vet

-

count for the appearances he |
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His Principle of action once explore,
That inftant ’tis his Principle no more.

Like following life thro’ creatures you diffect,
You lofe it in the moment you detect. 30
Yet more; the diff’rence is as great between

The optics fecing, as the objects feen.

All Manners take a tinGture from our own ;

Or come difcolour’d thro’ our Paffions thown.

Or Fancy’s beam enlarges, multiplies, 35

Contracts, inverts, and gives ten thoufand dyes.
Nor will Life’s fiream for Obfervation ftay,

It hurriesall too faft to mark their way :

COMMENTARY.

VER. 31. Yot more 5 the difference &c.] Hitherto the poet
hath fpoken of the caufes of difficulty arifing from the obfcurity
of the Objec? ; he now comes to thofe which proceed from de-
fets in the Obferver. 'The Firft of which, and a fixth caufe
of difficulty, he fhews (from 30 to 37) is the perverfe manners,
affetions, and imagination of the obferver, whereby the Cha-
rafters of others are rarely feen either in their true light, com-
plexion, or proportion.

VER. 37. Nor will Life’s flream for Obfervation &'c.] The

NorTEs. :
VER. 29, Lifte following life | feat of animal life being in the

thro’ creatures you diffect, —
You bife it in the moment you de-
tec?.] This Simile is extremely
beautiful. To fhew the dif-
ficulty of difcovering the ope-
rations of the heart in a 2wral
Jenfe, he illuftrates it by an-
other attempt flill more difh-
cult, the difcovery of its opera-
tions in a matural: For the

heart, our endeavours of tra-
cing it thither muft neceflarily
drive it from thence.

VER. 33. Al Manners take
a tinCure from our own;—
Or come difcolour’d thro® our
Paffions fhown.] Thefe two
lines are remarkable for the
exaéinefs and propriety of ex=
preflion. The word tinéfure,
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In vain fedate reflections we wou’d make, |

When half our knowledge we muft fnatch, not take. |
Oft, in the Paflions’ wild rotation toft, 41

Our {pring of action to ourfelves is loft :
Tir’d, not determin’d, to the laft we yield,

And what comes then is mafter of the field.

COMMENTARY.

Second of thefe, and feventh caufe of difficulty (from ¥ 36
to 41) is the fhortnefs of human life, which will not fuffer the
obferver to feleét and weigh out his knowledge, but juft to
fnatch'it as it rolls rapidly by him down the current of Time.

VER. 41. Oft, in the Paffions’ &9c.] We come now to the
eighth and laft caufe, which very properly concludes the ac-
count, as, in a fort, it fums up all the difficulties in one (from
¥ 40 to 51) namely, that very often the man [13'.*:51‘2‘!'7 15 ighorant
of bts own motive of aftion; the cauferof which ignorance our
author has admirably explain’d: When the mind (fays he) is
now quite tired out by the long conflit of oppofite motives, it
withdraws its attention, and {uffers the will to be feized upon
by the firft that afterwards obtrudes itfelf, without taking notice
what that motive is. This is finely illuftrated by what he fup-
pofes the general caufe of dreams; where the fancy, juft let
loofe, poflefles itfelf of the Jz/# image which it meets with on
the confines between fleep and waking, and on that ereCs all its
vilionary operation ; yet this image is, with great difficulty, re-
collected ; and never, but when fome accident happens to inter-
rupt our firlt flumbers: Then (which proves the truth of the
hypothefis) we are fometimes able to trace the workings of the
Fancy backwards, from image to image, n a chain, till we come
to that from whence they al] arofz,

I\T O THE 8,

» - . ,
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As the laft image of that troubled heap, 4%

When Senfe fubfides, and Fancy fports in fleep,

(Tho’ paft the recollection of the thought)

Becomes the ftuff of which our dream is wrought:

Something as dim to our internal view,

Is thus, perhaps, the caufe of moit we do. 50
True, fome are open, and to all men known ;

Others fo very clofe, they’re hid from none ;

(So Darknefs ftrikes the fenfe no lefs than Light)

Thus gracious CHANDOS I belov’d at fight ;

And ev’ry child hates Shylock, tho’ hisfoul 35

Still fits at {fquat, and peeps not from its hole.

C‘owmyw'raa?.

VER. 51. 77 m, ,‘m ¢ are .s-pm, ¢7c.] But now in anfwer to
all this, an ohjeior, as the author fhews (from y 50 to 61) may
fay, ¢¢ That the [L difficulties feem to be aggravated : For many
¢ Characters are fo plainly marked, that no man can mi iftake
¢ them : ;\nd not {o 0"1, in the more open and frank, but in
¢¢-the yery aL [e/2 - 1u moft reclufe likew! (e.”” Of each of which
the objeftor gives an inftance, whereby it appears, that the for-
bidding clofe: hefs and concealed hy pucnr, in the one, are as Ld'l‘i
fpicuous to all mankind, as the gracious opennefs and frank

NoTES.

VER. 5. — peeps not from finding but fmall {atisfaction 1n
its }m’»] Which fhews that | what a famous poet reckons
this grave perfon was content | one of the great advantages of
with his prefent fituation ; as old age,

The ;’Bm’ s dark cottage, baiter’d and a’efry ’d,
Lef.; in new g rht f;rm chinks that time has made, SCRIBLs
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At half mankind when gen’rous Manly raves,

All know ’tis Virtue, for he thinks them knaves -

When univerfal homage Umbra pays,

All fee ’tis Vice, and itch of vulgar praife. 6o

When Flatt’ry glares, all hate it in a € tueen,

While one there is who charms us with his*Spleen.
But thefe plain Characters we rarely find ;

Tho’ ftrong the bent, yet quick the turns of mind

Or puzzling Contraries confound the whole; 63

Or AfteCtations quite reverfc the foul.

CoMMENTARY,

plain-dealing of the other.—The Reader fees this objection 1s
more particularly level’d at the doftrine of ¥ 23.

Our depths who fathoms, and our fhallows Sinds 2

for it here endeavours to prove, that both are equally explorable.

VER. 63. But thefe plain Characters &c.] To this objeétion,
therefore, our author replies (from ¥ 60 to 67) that indeed the
fa&t may be true in the inftances given, but that fuch plair
charaéiers are extremely rare: And for the truth of this, he not
only appeals to experience, but expldins the caufes of it: 1. The
Firft of which is, the vivacity of the Imagination; for that
when the bias of the Paflions is enough determined to mark out
the Charalter, yet then, as the vigour of the Fancy generally
rifes in proportion to the ftrength of the Appetites, the one no
fooner direéts the bias, than the other reverfes it,

Tho’ ftrong the bent, yet quick the turns of mind,
2. A Second caufe is the contrariety of Appetites, which drawing
feveral ways, as Avarice and Luxury, Ambition and Indolence,
&e. they muft needs make the fame Charadler inconfiftent ta
itlelf, and confequently inexplicable to the obferver,

Or puzzling Contraries confound the whole,

VER. 66. Or Affectations &¢.] 3. A Third caufe is Affedlation,,

2
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The Dull, flat Falthood ferves, for policy;

And in the Cunning, Truth itfelf’s a lye:

Unthought-of Frailties cheat us in the Wife ;

The Fool lies hid in inconfiftencies. 7Q
See the fame man, in vigour, in the gout ;

Alone, in company ; in place, or out;

Early at Bus'nefs, and at Hazard late;

Mad at a Fox-chace, wife at a Debate;

Drunk at a Borough, civil at a Ball; 75

Friendly at Hackney, faithlefs at Whitehall,
Catius is ever moral, ever grave,

Thinks who endures a knave, is next a knave,

Save juft at dinner—then prefers, no doubt,

A Rogue with Ven’fon toa Saint without. 80

COMMENTARY.

that afpires to qualities, which neither natare nor education has
given us, and which, confequently, neither art nor u/fe will ever
render graceful or becoming. On this account it 1s, he well ob-
ferves, that Affectation reverfes the foul; other natural pajfions
may indeed turn it from that bias which the ruling ane has given
it; but the affeited paffions diftort allits faculties, and cramp all
its operations; fo that it a¢ts with the fame conftraint that a
tumbler walks upon his hands.

VEr. 6g. Unthought-of frailties &c.] 4. A Fourth caule lies
in the Inequalities in the buman mind, which expofe the wife to
unexpeéted frailties, and conduct the weat to as unlooked for
wifdom.

VER. 71. See the fame man, &'c. ] Of all thefe Four caufes he
here gives examples: 1. Of the wivacity of the Imagination
(from Y} 71t0 77) — 2. Of the contrariety of Appetites (from
¥ 76 to 81) — 3. Of Affeitation (from g 8o to 87) — and 4.
Of the lnequalities of ihe hyman mind (frem j 86 to g 5)
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e Wi

Er. L

Who would not praife Patritio’s high defert,

His hand unftain’d, his uncorrupted heart,

His comprehenfive head ! all Int’refs weigh’d,

All Europe fav’d, yet Britain not betray’d.

He thanks you not, his pride is in Pjcc uette, 8¢
y > 5

New-market-fame, and judgment at a Bett.

What made (fayMontagne, or more fage Charron!)
- L L

A

1 - ~y 13 1 o -
Otho a warrior, Cromwell a buffson P

A perjur’d Prince a leaden Saint revere,

A godlefs Regent tremble at a Star?

Q@

VARIATIONG.

After ¥ 86. in the former Editions,

Triumphant leaders, at an army’s head,

Hemm’d round with glories, pilfer cloth or bread ;
As meanly plunder as they bravely fought,
Now fave a People, and now fave a groat.

NoTEs.

VEeRr. 81. Patritio] Lord
G—n

VER. 87. — fay Montagne,
or more fage Charron 'l Charron
was an admirer of Montagne;
had contracted a f#ri& friend-
thip with him ; and has tranf-
ferred an infinite number of
his thoughts into his famous
book D¢ la Sagefle; but his
moderating - every-where the
extravagant Pyrrhonifm of his
friend, is the reafon why  the
poet calls him more fuge Char-
ren,

VER. 89. Aperjur’d Prince]
Louis XI. of France, wore in
his Hat a leaden image of the
Virgin Mary, which when he
fwore by, he feared to break
his oath. P.

VER. go. 4 godlefs Regent
trémble at a Star &) Philip
Duke of Orleans, Regent of
France in the minority of
Louis X V. fuperftitious in ju-
dicial aftrology, tho’ an unbe-

liever in all religion.  The
fame has been obferved of
many other Politicigns, The




L AT

Er. L MORAL

ESSAYS

The throne a Bigot keep, a Genius quit,

Faithlefs thro’ Piety, and

Europe 2 Woman, Child,

dup’d thro> Wit?

or Dotard rule,

And juft her wifeft monarch made-a fool?

NorTEs.

Italians, in general, are not |
more noted for their refined
Politics than for their attach-
ment to the dotages of Affro-
lsgy. It may be worth while
to enquire into the caufe of fo
fingular a phenomenon, as it
may probably do honour to
Rdmon. Thefe men ob-
le‘\'lH'T (and none have equal
opportunities of fo doing) how
perpetually public events fall
out befides their expectation,
and contrary to the beft-laid
fchemes of worldly policy,
cannot but confefs that hu-
man affairs are ordered by
fome power extrinfical. To

Providence would be next to
ntroducing a morality deftruc-
tive of that public fyftem
which they think neceflary
for the government of the
world. They have recourfe
therefore to that abfurd fcheme
of Power which rules by no
otherlaw than Fate or Deftiny.
The confideration of this per-
haps was the reafon that the
poet, to keep up decorum, and
to preferve the diftinction be-
tween a Patriot and a Poli-
tician, makes the former rely
on Providence for the public
fafety, in the concluding words

of the Epiftle,

acknowledge a God and his

Such in Ibcﬁ moments as in all the paf,

O fave my Country, Heav’

VER. Q1. The throne a Bi-
" got keepy a Genius guit,] Philip
V of Spain, who, after re-
nouncing the throne for Reli-
gion, rciumu ] it to gratify his
Queen 3 and Victor Ama-
deus IL. King of Sardinia, who

n! fhall be your lajt,

prifoned till his death. P.
VER. g3. Europe a ¥ omany
Child, and Dotard rule,— And
juft her ableft monarch made a
foel?] TheCzarina, the King
of France, the Pope, and the.
abovementioned King of Sar-

rquszd the crewn, and tf]-

ing to reaflume it, was im-

dinia.
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TN

Er. T,

Know, Gop and NATURE only are the fame :
In Man, the judgment fhoots at flying game, g6

A bird of paffage! goue as foon as found,

Now in-the Moon perhaps, now under ground.

In vain the Sage, with retrofpective eye,
Would from th’apparent What conclude the Why,

ComMENTARY.

VER. 95. Knmow, God and Nature & ¢.] Having thus proved
what he had propofed, the premiffs naturally lead him into a
moral reflexion, with which he concludes his fir/? part, namely,
that conftancy is to be expected in no human Charaéter what-
foever, but to be found only in God and his Laws - That as to
Man, he is not only perpetually fhifting and varying, even while
within the verge of his own nature; but is frequently flying out

into each extreme both zbove and below it :

Now aﬂ"ociuting in

good earneft with Brutes; and now again affeCting the ima-
ginary converfation of Angels [See Eflay on Man, Ep, ii. y 8.]
A bird of paffage! gone as Joon as found,
Now in the Moon perbaps, now under ground.

1L

VER. 99. Inn vain the Sage, ©c.] The author having fhewn
the difficulties in coming to the Knowledge and true Charadters
of men, enters now upon the Jecond divifion of his Poem, which
s of the wrong means that both Philofophers and Men of the world

NoTEs.

VER. 95. Kmw, God and
Nature &5c.] By Nature is not
here meant any imaginary fub-
ftitute of God, called a Plajtic
natyre; but his meral lays »
And this obfervation was in-
ferted with great propriety and
difcretion, in the conclufion of
a long detatl of the various
characters of

men: For, from |

this circumftance, Montagne
and others have been bold
enough to infinuate, that mora-
lity is founded more in cuffom
and fathion than in the nature
of things. The {fpeaking there-
fore of 2 moral law of God as
having all the conftancy and
durability ofhis Effence, had an
high expediency in this place.
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Infer the Motive from the Deed, and fhew,
That what we chanc’d was what we meant to do.
Behold! If Fortune or a Miftrefs frowns,

Some plunge in bus’nefs, others thave theircrowns:

To eafe the Soul of one opprcﬁive weight, 105

This quits an Empire, that embroilsa State:
The fame aduft complexion has impell’d
Charles to the Convent, Philip to the Field.

COMMENTARY.
bave employed in [urmounting thofe difficulties. He had, in the
Introduction, fpoken of the abfurd conduét of both, in defpifing
the affiftance of each other: He now juftifies his cenfure by an
examination of their peculiar doétrines; and, to take them in
their own way, confiders them, as they would be confidered,
Jeparately. And firfe, of the Philofspher, whofe principal mif-
take is in {uppofing that Aétions beft decipher the Motive of the
attor. This he confutes (from ¥ g8 to 109) by thewing that
different Actions proceed often from the [fame motive ; whether of
accident, as difappointed views; or of femperature, as an aduft
complexion ; which he thus illuftrates,
Behold! If Fortune or q Mifirefs ﬁ'&wm, &5¢.

In judging therefore of Moatives by Aétions, the Philofopher muft
needs be frequently mifled 5 becaufe the paffion or appetite,
which, when impelling to #&ion, we call the Afotive, may be
equally gratified in the purfuit of quite different meafures.

NoTEs.

VER. 107. The [ame aduft
r'.ml,hfyx';'mz bas z'mj_m-',-’f’{f ———
Charles to the Conventy, Philip
to the Field,] The atrabilaire
complexion of Philip II. is well
known, but not fo well that
he derived - it from' his father

Charles V. whofe health, the
hiftorians of his life tell us, was
frequently dilorder’d by bilious
fevers. But what the author
meant principally to obferve
here was, that this humour
made both thefe princes act

M
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Not always A&ions fhew the man: we find
Who does a kindnefs, is not therefore kind 5 110
Perhaps Profperity becalm’d his breaft,

Perhaps the Wind juft thifted from the eaft:

Not therefore humble he who fecks retreat,

Pride guides his fteps, and bids him thun the great *
Who combats bravely is not therefore brave, 11 5
He dreads a death-bed like the meaneft flave :

CoOMMENTARY.

VER. 109. Not always Ations foew the man > & ¢.] The Phi-
Jofopher’s fecond miftake is, that A7ions decipher the Charafter of
the actor. This too, the author confutes (from ¥ 108 to 135) and,
as in correcting the foregoing miftake, he proved, that different
Abtions often proceed fromthe fame Mative ; {o here he proves, that
the fame Attion often proceeds [rom different Motives ; thus a kind
Aélion, he obferves, as commonly arifes from the accidents of
profperity or fine weather, as from a natural difpofition to huma-
nity ; a modeft Ation, as well from pride, as humility ; a brave
Aciion, as eafily from habit or fafhion, as magnanimity ; and a
prudent Afiien as often from vanity, as wifdom. Now the Cha-
raller being really determined by the Motives, and various, nay
contrary Motives producing the fame 4ion, the Aifion can
never decipher the Charafier of the affor. But further (con-
tinues the poet) if we attendito what has been faid, we fhall
difcover another circumftancé in the cafe, that will not only
make it extremely difficult, but abfolutely impraéticable to
decipher the Chara&ler by the Ation; and that 1s, the difcor-
dancy of Aétion in the fame Chara&er 5 a ncceﬁhr}f confequence
of the two principles proved above, that different Aétions proceed
Jrom the [ame Motive, and that the Jame Ation proceeds Jfrom
different Motives.

NorTEes.
contrary to their Charater ; | Convent; Philip, who was a
Charles, who was an a&ive | man of the Clofet, when he
man, when he retired into a | gave the battle of St. Quintin.
2
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S, 179
Who reafons wifely is not therefore wife,
His pride in Reas’ning, not in Acting lies.

But grant that Actions beft difcover man; 119
Take the moft ftrong, and fort them as you can.
The few that glare each character muft mark,
You balance not the many in the dark,

What will you do with fuch as difagree ?
Supprefs them, or mifcall them Policy?

Muft then at once (the charalter to fave) 12§

The plain rough Hero turn a crafty Knave?

COMMENTARY.

VER. 119. But grant that Adions &e.] If you will judge of
man by his #é&ions, you are not to felect fuch only as you like,
or can manage, you muft fairly take all you find: But, when
you have got thefe together, they will prove fo very difcordant
that no confiftent CharaGter can poffibly be made out of them.
What is then to be done ! Will you fuppre/s all thofe you can-
not reconcile to the few capital Actions which you chufe for
the foundation of your Charadter? But this the laws of truth
will not permit. Will you then mifcall them? and fay they
were not the natural workings of the man, but the difguifes of
the politician ? But what will you get by that, but reverfing the
beft known Chara&er, and making the owner of it the direct
oppofite of himfelf? And this (fays our author) the reafoning
and philofophic hiftorian has been always ready to do with the
Aétions of great men; of which he gives two famous inftances
in the life of Cefar. The conclufion, from the whole, is, that
Aétions do not fhew the Man.

No

VER.117. Who reafons wife-
ly&e.] By reafoning is not
here meant fpeculating 5 but
deliberating and refoving in

T-E '8,

{ public counfels ; for this in-
| {tance is given as ¢ne, of a va-
i riety of actions.

)

M 2
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Ep, 1.

Alas! 1n truth the man but chang’d his mind,

Perhaps was fick, in love, or had not din’d.

Afk why from Britain Czfar would retreat ?

Cafar himfelf might Whifpcr he was beat.

130

Why rifk the world’s great empire for a Punk ?

Cafar perhaps might anfwer he was drunk.

But, fage hiftorians ! ’tis your tafk to prove

One a&tion Condué; one, heroic Love.

VARIATIONS,

V£R. 129. in the former Editions,

Afk why from Britain Cefar made

retreat ?

Czfar himfelf would tell you he was beat.

The mighty Czar what mov’d to wed a Punk?

The mighty Czar would tell you he was drunk.

Alter’d as above, becaufe Czfar wrote his Commentaries of this

‘war, and does nsf tell you he was

beat. As Ceafar too afforded

an inftance of both cafes, it was thought better to make him

‘the fingle Example.

NoTEs.

VEr. 130. Czfar bimfelf
might whifper he was. beat.]
Czfar wrote his Commentaries,
in-imitation of the Greek Ge-
nerals, for the entertainment
of the world : But had his friend

- afked him, in his ear, the rea-

fon of his fudden retreat from
Britain, after fo many fignal
victories, we have caufe to {uf-
pe&t, even from his own pub-
lic relation of that matter, that
he would have whi/ter’d he was
beat.

VER. 131. #¥hy rifque the

world’s great empire for a
Punk ¢] After the battle of
Pharfalia, Ceefar purfued his
enemy to Alexandria, where
being infatuated with the charms
of Cleopatra, inftead of puthing
his advantages, and difperfing
the relicks of the Pharfalian
quarrel, having narrowly ef-
caped the violence of an en-
raged people, he brought upon
himfelf an unneceffary war, at
a time bis arms were moft
wanted elfewhere.
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*Tis from high Life high Characters are drawn g
A Saint in Crape is twice a Saint in Lawn; 136
A Judge isjuft, a Chanc’lor jufter flill ;
A Gownman, learn’d ; a Bifhop, what you will 5
Wife, if a Minifter ; but, if a King,
More wife, more learn’d, more juft, more ev’ry thing,
Court-virtues bear, like Gems,the higheft rate, 141
Born where Heav’n’s influence {carce can penetrate.:
In life’s low vale, the foil the Virtues like,

They pleafe as beauties, here as wonders ftrike.

COMMENT AR Y.

VER. 135, "Tis from high Life,&c.] The poet having done
with the Philsfopher, now turns to the Aan of theworld 5 whofe
firft miftake is in fuppofing men’s true Charallers may be known
by their flation. - This, tho’ a mere mob-opinion, is the opi-
nion in fafhion, and cherifhed by the Mob of all ranks; there-
fore, tho’ beneath the poet’s reafoning, he thought it deferving
of his ridicule ; and the ftrongeft was what he gives (from ¥ 134
to 141) 2 naked expofition of the fact; to which he has fub-
joined (from ¥ I40 t0 I4g ) an ironical apology, that, as Vir-

tue is cultivated with infinitely more labour in Courts than in

N o

VER. 141. Court -virtues
bear, like Gemsy, €&c.] This
whole reflexion, and the fimi-
litude brought to fupport it,
have a great delicacy of ridi-
cule.—A man difpos’d to cavil
would fancy the fimilitude not
exalt ; for that the principal
reafon of our preferring the

T E S.

Gem is for its durability. But
does he not fee it is_equally for
its rarity ; and that when once
a Court-virtue rifes and comes
in the way of fuch 2 lover of
it as our poet, it feldom fets
again, but bids fair for being
immortal ?

M 3
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Tho’ the fame Sun with' all-difafive rays 145
Blufh in the Rofe, and in the Di*mond blaze,
We prize the ftronger effort of his pow'r,

And juftly fet the Gem above the Flow’r.

"'T'is Education forms the common mind,

(e

e

= .-

Juft as the T'wig is bent, the Tree’s inclin’d. 150

| Boaftful and rough, your firft fon is a *Squire ;

The next a Tradefman, meek, and much a lyar ;

COMMENTARY.

Cottages, it is but juft to fet an infinitely higher value on it;
which, fays he with much pleafantry, is moft agreeable to all
the fafhionable ways of eftimation. For why do the connoif-
feurs prefer the lively colour in a2 Gem before that in a Flower,
but for its extreme rarity and difficulty of produ@ion ?

VER. 149. 'Tis Education forms, &¢.] This fecond miftake
of the Man of the world is more ferious; it is, that Charaéiers
are beft judged of by the gencral Manners. This the poet con-
futes ina lively enumeration of examples (from ¥ 148 to 158)
which fhew, that how fimilar or different foever the Manners
be by Nature, yet they are all new model’d by Education and
Praofeffion 5 where each man invariably receives that exotic form
which the mould he falls into, is fitted to imprint. The natural
Charafler thercfore can never be judged of by thefe figtitisus

Manners.
NoTES.

VER. 152. The next a Tradef- | be given to lying, it is certainly
man, meek, and much a lyar3] | on a more fubftantial motive,

¢ The only glory of a Tradef-
“ man (fays Hobbes) is to
¢¢ orow exceflively rich by the
¢ wifdom of buying and fell-
“ ing.” A purfuit very wide
of alt vain-glory ; {o that if he

and will therefore rather deferve
the name, which this philofo-
pher gives it, of wifdmm; it
being indeed the wi/dom of this
worldy by which all things in
it are governed, ScRIBL.
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Tom ftruts a Soldier, open, bold, and brave;
Will fheaksa Scriv’ner, an exceeding knave : 1354
Is he a Churchman? then he’s fond of pow’r :
A Quaker? fly: A Prefbyterian? fow’r:

A {mart Free-thinker ? all things in an hour.

S

Afk men’s Opinions : Scoto now fhall tell
How Trade increafes; and the World goes well;
Strike off his Penfion; by the fetting fun, 166
And Britain, if not Europe, is undone.

That gay Free-thinker, a fine talker once,
What turns him now a ftupid filent dunce ?
Some God, or Spirit he has lately found ;

Or chanc’d to meet a Minifter that frown’d. 163

Judge we by Nature ? Habit can efface,

Int’reft o’ercome, or Policy take place :

CoMMENTARY.

VER. I58 jﬁ’f{‘ Mens ")nr on's (5’(1 The third miftake is in
judging of mens characters by their Opinians and turn of think-
mg. But thefe, the poet fhews by two examples (from ¥ 157
to 166.) are generally fwayed by f,uranjr‘ both i in the affarrs @r'
Life and S;ﬁe:m’arwn

VER. 166, Fudge we by Nature? &5:] The poet having,

NoTeEs.

VER. 164, 165. Some God, | lations and Prafiice were prui-
or Spirit be has laicly found, Jr cipally direfted to avoid.—1'he
chanc’d ta meet a Minifter that pmt here alludes to the anciert
Jrown'd.] Difafters the moft | claffical opinion, that thie fud-
un]ooxed for, as they were ! dcn vifion of a God was fup-
what the Free- Lhinkcr”s Specu- | pofed to ftrike the irreverend

M 4
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By Actions ? thofe Uncertainty divides :
i By Pafiions ? thefe Diffimulation hides :

% Opinions ? they ftill take a wider range: 170
Find, if you can, in what you cannot change.

I Manners with Fortunes, Humours turn with
Climes, .

ii Tenets with Books, and Principles with Times.

i

CoMmMENTARTY.

gone through the miffakes both of the Philsfopher and Man of the
world, {eparately, turns now to doth ; and (from ¥ 165 to 174)
-:L]., d]", }, e . m PR ST P E_] vl 15 ..LI%
Jountly addreties them in a recapitulation of his reafoning againi
both : He fhews, that if we pretend to develope the Characier
by the natural difpofition in general, we fhall find it extremely
diflicult, becaufe this is often effaced by Habit, overfwayed by
].:rzf.erg(f? and fufpended by Policy.—If by ,5?'5?,{5;,-5, their contra-
riety will leave us in utter doubt and uncertainty.—If by Paf-
Jions, we fhall be perpetually mifled by the mafk of Diffimula-
tion—If by Opiniens, all thefe concur together to perplex the
enquiry. Shew us, then, fays he, in the whole range of your
, Philofophy and Experience, the thing we can be certain of : For
! (to fum up all in a word)

Manners wiih Fortunes, Humours turn with Climes,
"Tenets with Booksy and Principles with Times,

We muft feck therefore fome other road to the point we aim at.

NorTEs.

obferver fpeechlefs. He has on- | The poet had hitherto reckon™

, ly a little extended the con- | ed up the feveral fimple caufes
: ceit, and fuppofed, that the | that hinder our knowledge of
terrors of a Court-God might -| the natural charalers of men.
have the like effeCt on a very | In thefe two fine lines he de-
devoted worfhipper. Scr1BL, | fcribes the complicated caufes.
VER. 172, 173. Manners | Humours bear the fame rela-
with Fortunes, Humours turn | tion to Manners, that Princi-
wwith Climes, Tenets with Books, | ples do to Tenets ; that is, the
and Principles with Times.] | former are modes of the latter ;

I
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Search then the RurinG PAssioN © There, alone,
The Wild are conftant, and the Cunning known; .
The Fool confiftent; and the Falfe fincere; 176
Priefts, Princes, Women, no diffemblers here.
This clue once found, unravels all the reft,

'The profpectt clears, and Wharton ftands confeft.
Wharton, the fcorn and wonder of our days, 130
Whofe ruling Paffion was the Luft of Praife:
Born with whate’er could win it from the Wife,

Women and Fools muft like him or he dies;

COMMENTARY.
VER. 174. Search then the Ruling Paffion: &c.] And now

we enter on the third and laft part; which treats of the right
means of furmounting the difficulties in coming to the Knowledge
and Charafters of Men : This the poet fhews, is by invefligat-
ing the RULING Passion ; of whofe origin and nature we may
find an exact account in the fecond Ep. of the E[fay on Man. This
Principle he rightly obferves (from ¥ 173 to 180) is the clue
that muft guide us thro” all the intricacies in the ways of mer:
To convince us of which, he applies it (from ¥ 179 to 210)
fo the moft wild and inconfiftent Characler that ever was; which
(when drawn out at length, in a fpirit of poetry as rare as the
charader itfelf) we fee, this Principle unravels, and renders
throughout of one plain confiftent thread.

NorTEs.

our Manners are warped from | the government.
nature by our Fortanes or Sta- VER. 174. Search then the
tions 3 our Tenets, by our Books | Ruling Paffion ;] See Eflay on

or Profeflions ; and then each
drawn {till more oblique, into
bumaour and political priaciples,
by the temperature of the cli-
mate, and the conftitution of

Man, Ep.ii. ¥ 133. & feq.
VER. 181, the Luft of
Praife:] ‘This very well ex-

“prefles the g}'qﬁziﬁ of his ap-

petite for it ; where the frength
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Er. 1,

Tho’ wond’ring Senates hung on all he fpoke,
The Club muft hail him mafter of the joke. 18%
Shall parts fo various aim at nothing new ?

He’ll thine a Tully and 2 Wiltot too.

Then turns repentant, and his God adores

With the fame fpirit that he drinks and whores ;
Enough if all around him but admire; 160
And now the Punk applaud; and how the Fryer.
Thus with each gift of nature and of art,

And wanting nothing but an honeft heart 5=
Grown all to all, from no one vice exempt ;

And moft contemptible, to thun contempt; 19§
His Paffion ftill, to covet gen'ral praife,

His Life, to forféit it a thoufand ways ;

A conftant Bounty which no friend has made ;
An angel Tongue, which no man can perfuade ;
A Fool, with more of Wit than half mankind, 200
Toorafh for Thought, for Aétion too refin’d ;

NoTes.

of the Paffion had deftroyed a
the delicacy of the Senfation.
VER. 187.  John Wilmot,
E. of Rochefter, famous for his
Wit and Extravagancies in the
time of Charles the Second. P.
VER. 189. With the Jame
fpirit] Spirit, for principle, not

paflion.

VER. 200. # Fool, with
mareof Wit] Folly, joined with
much /73t produces that beha-
viour which we call Abfurdity;
and this Abfurdity the poet has
here admirably deferibed in the
words,

Lo raf for Theught, fo¢ Ation tos refin'd »
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A Tyrant to the wife his heatt approves;
A Rebel to the very king he loves;
He dics, fad out-caft of each church and fiate,

And, harder ftill ! flagitious,” yet not greaf.

205

Afk you why Wharton broke thro’ ev’ry rule?
Tivas all for fear the Knaves thould call him Fool.

Nature well known, no prodigies remain,

Comets are regulaf, and Wharton plain.

VARIATIO NS,

In the former Editions, 3 208.
Nature well known, no Miracles remain.

Alter’d, as above, for very obvious reafons.

NoTESs.

by which we are made to un-
derftand, that the perfon de-
fcribed gave a loofe to his Fan-
¢y when he fhould have ufed
his Fudgment 3 and purfued his
Speculations when he fhould
have trufted to his Experience.

VER. 205. Andyharder fiill,
Slagitious, yet not great.) To
arrive at what the world calls
Gréatnéfs, 2 man muft either
hide and conceal his vices, or

he muft openly and fteddily

pradtife them, in the purfuit
and attainment of one impor-
tant end. This unhappy No-
bleman did neither.

VER. 207. ‘Twas all for
fear t5¢.] To underftand this,
we muft obferve, that the L
of general praife made the pei-
fon, whofe Charadter is here fo
admirable drawn, both exfrava-
gant and flagitions ; his Mad-
nefs was to pleafe the Fools,

Women and Fools muft like him, or he dies.
And his Crimes to avoid the cenfure of the Knaves,
*Twas all for fear the Knaves fhould call him Fool.

Prudence and Hone/ly being the
two qualities that Fools and

Knaves are moft interefted,

and confequently moft induf-
trious, to mifreprefent.
VER, 209. Gomets are regu-
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Yet, in this fearch, the wifeft may miftake, 210
If fecond qualities for firft they take,
When Catiline by rapine {well’d his ftore ;

When Cefar made a noble dame a whore ;
In this the Luft, in that the Avarice 214
Were means, not ends ; Ambition was the vice.

ComMmmeENTARY.

VER. 210. Yet, inthis fearch, &c.] Buthere (from ¥ 209 to
222) he gives one very neceflary caution, that, in developing
the Ruling Paffion, we muit be careful not to miftake a fubj-
diary paflion for the principal ; which, without great attention,
we may be very liable to do ; as the fubfidiary, aéting in fupport
of the principal, has frequently all its vigour and much of its per-
Jeverance : 'T'his error has mifled feveral both of the ancient
and modern hiftorians ; as when they fuppofed Lu/? and Luxury
to be Characteriftics of Cafar and Lucullus ; whereas, in truth,
the Ruling Paffion of both was Ambition ; which is fo certain,
that, at whatfoever different time of the Republic thefe men
had lived, their dmbition, as the Ruling Paffion, had been the

NoTEsS.

lar, and Wharton plain.] This | puzzling inconfiftency of con-
illuftration bas an exquifite | duét we obferve in it.

beauty, arifing from the exaél-
nefs of the analogy: Fory as
the appearance of irregularity,
in a Comet’s motion, Is occa-
fioned by the greatnefs of the
force which pufhes it round a
very eccentricorb; fo it is the
viclence of the Ruling Paffion,
that, impatient for its objedt,
in the impetuofity of its courfe
towards it, is frequently hur-
ried to an immenfe diftance

VER. 213. — @ moble Dame
a whore,] The fifter of Cato,
and mother of Brutus.

VER. 215. Ambition was the
wice.] Pridey Vanity, and Am-
bition are fuch bordering and
neighbourly vices, and hold fo
much in common, that we ge-
nerally find them going toge-
ther, and therefore, as gene-
rally - miftake them for one
another. This does not a little

from it, which occalions all that | contribute to our confounding
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That very Ceafar, born in Scipio’s days,

Had aim’d, like him, by Chaftity at praife.

Lucullus, when Frugality could charm,

Had roafted turnips in the Sabin farm.

In vain th’ obferver eyes the builder’s toil,

220

But quite miftakes the fcaffold for the pile.

In this one Paffion man can ftrength enjoy,

As Fits give vigour, juft when they deftroy.

CoMMENTARY.

2me 3 but a different time had changed their fubfidiary ones of
Luf? and Lusxury, into their very oppofites of Chaftity and Fru-

gality,

3Tis in vain therefore, fays our author,

for the obferver

of human nature to fix his attention on the /orkman, if he all
the while miftakes the Scaffold for the Building.

ViR, 222. In this one Paffion &c.] But now it may be
that he has indeed thewn the true
dge and Characlers of men by a

jected to our philofophic poet,

means of coming to the Knowle

ob-

Principle certain and infallible, when found, yet, by his own
account, of fo difficult inveftigation, that its Gounterfeit, and it

is always attended with one, may be eafily miftaken for it.

To

NoTESs.

Chara&ers ; for they are, In
reality, very different and di-
ftin& ; fo much fo, that ’tis
remarkable, “the three greateft
men in Rome, and contem-
poraries, poffeffed each of thefe
feparately, without the leaft
mixture of the other two: The
men I mean were Czfar, Cato,
and Cicero : ' For Ceefar had
Ambitien without either vanity
or pride ; Cato had Pride with-
out ambition or vanity ; and

Cicero had Panity without pride
or ambition.

VER. 223. 45 Fits give vi-
goury juft when they deftray. |
The fimilitude is extremely
appofite 5 as moft of the in-
ftances he has afterwards given
of the vigorous exertion of the
Ruling Paffion in the laft mo-
ments, are from fuch who had
haftened their death by an im-
moderate indulgence of that
Pafiion.
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is this, that all the other paflions, in the courfe of time, change
and wear away ; while #hss is ever conftant and vigorous ; and
ftill going on from ftrength to ftrength, to the very moment of its
demolithing the miferable machine that it has now at length over-
-worked. Of this great truth, the poet (from 224 to the end)
gives various inftances in all the principal Ruling Paffions of our
nature, as they are to be found in the Man of Bufinefs, the
Man of Pleafure, the Epicure, the Parcimeonious, the Toafl, the

E * Time, thaton all things lays his lenient hand,
Z Yet tames not this ; it fticks to our Wt fand, 22 5
Hi, Confiftent in our follies and our fins,

L Here honeft Nature ends as the begins.

Old Politicians chew on wifdom paft,

.: And totter on in bus’nefs to the laft ;

f! As weak, as earneft; and as gravely out, 230
“{g As fober Lanefb’row dancing in the gout.

FF Behold a rev’rend fire, whom want of grace

’ Has made the father of a namelefs race,

! COMMENTAR Y.

E. remove this difficulty, thercfore, and confequently the obje@ion
e that arifes from it, the poet has given (from y 221 to 228)
: one certain and infallible criterion of the Ruling Paffion, which

NoTEs.
VER. 227. Here honeft Na- | ancient Nobleman, who con-

e

ture ends as fhe begins.] Hu-
man nature is here humouroufly
called boneft, as the impulfe of
the ruling paffion (which fhe
gives and cherifhes) makes her
more and more impatient of
difguife.

VER. 231, Lanefi’row.] An

tinued this practice long after
his legs were difabled by the
gout.  Upon the death of
Prince: George of Denmark,
he demanded an audience of
the Queen, to advife her to
preferve her health and difpel
her grief by Dauging, P.
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Shov’d from the wall perhaps, or rudely prefs’d
By his own fon, that pafles by unblefs’d : 235
Still to his wench he crawls on knocking knees,
And envies ev'ry {parrow that he fees.
A falmon’s belly, Helluo, was thy fate ;
The doctor call’d, declares all help too late :
“ Mercy | cries Helluo, mercy on my foul! 240
¢ Is there no hope ?=—Alas ! —then bring the jowl.”
The frugal Crone, whom praying priefts attend,
Still tries to fave the hallow’d taper’s end,
Collects her breath, as ebbing life retires,
For one puff more, and in that puff expires. 245
¢¢ Odious ! in woollen ! "twould a Saint provoke,
(Were the laft words that poor Narciffa fpoke)
“ No, let a charming Chintz, and Bruffels lace
« Wrap my cold limbs, and fhade my lifelefs face:

COMMENTARY.

Courtier, the Mifer, and the Patriot ; which laft inftance the
poet has had the art, under the appearance of Satire, to turn in-
to the nobleft Compliment on the perfon to whom the Epiftle is
addrefled,

NoTEs.

VER. T == the Lgﬁ‘ qwords
that poor Narciffa [poke)] This
ftory, as well as the others, is
founded on fat, tho’ the au-
thor had the goodnefs not to
mention the names. Several

attribute this in particular to a
very celebrated Actrefs, who,
in deteftation of the thought of
being buried in woollen, gave
thefe her laft orders with her
dying breath. P.
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«* One would not, fure, be frightfulwhen one’s dead—

¢ And — Betty— give this Cheek a little Red.”
The Courtier {mooth, who forty years had fhin’d

An humble fervant to all human kind,

Juft brought out this, when fcarce histongue could

ftir,

* If —where I'm going—1I could ferve you, Sir?
“1I give and I devife (old Euclio faid, 256

And figh’d) ““my lands and tenements to Ned.

Your money, Sir; “ My money, Sir, what all?

“ Why,—if I muft—(then wept) I give it Paul,

"The Manor, Sir?—* The Manor! hold, he cry’d,

¢ Not that,—1I cannot part with that’’—and dy’d.

And you! brave CoBuAMm, to the lateft breath
Shall feel your ruling paffion ftrong in death :

Such in thofe moments as in all the paft,
““ Oh, favemy Country, Heav’n!”” fhall be your laft-
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E-P -8 .1 L&

1l

F -0

Al

A1 Y.

Of the Charatlers of Women.

NOTH].\'—(: {o true as what you once let fall,

¢« Moft Women have no Characters at all.

Matter too foft a lafting mark to bear,

And beft diftinguifh’d by black, brown, or fair,

N o

Of the Charaiters of Wo-
men.] There is nothing n
M. Pope’s works more highly
finithed than this Epiftle: Ye
its fuccefs was In no propor-
tion to the pains he took in
compofing it. Something he
chanced to drop in a fhort Ad-
vertifement: prefixed to it, on

5
&k

T

E 5.

haps account for the fmall ate
tention given to it. He faid,
that no one charalier in-af was

drawn fr'gm i}fh_f.’ f:"__f";’. The

| Public believed him on his

|
|

s firlt publication, may per- |

word, and exprefled little cu-

riofity about a Satire in which

there was nothing perfonal.
VER. 1. Nothing fo true
-} 1 [ 2} . e
§¢,] The reader pernaps may

N

e
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Er. II.

How many pictures of one Nymph we view, 5

All how unlike each other, all how true!

NoTEs.

be difappointed to find that
this Epiftle, which propofes
the fame fubje&t with the pre-
ceding, is conducted on very
different rules of method ; for
inftead of being difpofed in the
fame logical connettion, and
filled with the like philofophi-
cal remarks, it is wholly taken
up in drawing a great variety
of capital Charatters: But if
he would refleét, that the twe
Sexes make but one Species, and
confequently, that the Cha-
racters of both muft be {tudied
and explained on the fame
principles, he would fee, that
when the poet had done this
in the preceding Epiftle, his
bufinefs here was, not to re-
peat what he had already de-
livered, but only to verify and
illuftrate his doétrine, by every
wiew of that perplexity of Na-
ture, which Azs philofophy only
can explain. If the reader
therefore will but be at the

pains to ftudy thefe Characters
with any degree of attention,
as they are here mafterly
drawn, one important parti-
cular (for which the poet has
artfully prepared him by the
introduction) will very forci-
bly ftrike his obfervation; and
that is, thatall the great ftrokes
in the feveral Charaéters of
W omen are not only infinitely
perplexed and difcordant, like
thofe in AMen, but abfolutely
inconfiftent, and in a much
higher degree contradiétory.
As ftrange as this may appear,
yet he will fee that the poet
has all the while ftriélly fol-
lowed Nature, whofe ways, we
find by the former Epiftle, are
not a little myfterious; and a
myftery this might have re-
mained, had not our author
explained it at ¥ 207, where
he thuts up his Characiérs with
this philofophical reflexion :

In Men, we various ruling Paffions find ;
In Wemen, two almoft divide the kind;
Thofe, only fix’d, they firft or laf? obey,

The love of Pleafure, and the love of Sway.

If this account be true, we fee
the perpetual necefiity (which
is not the cafe in Men) that
MW omen lye under-of difguifing

their ruling paffion. Now the
variety of arts employed to
this purpofe muft needs draw
them into infinite contradic-
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Arcadia’s Countefs, here,

MORAL ESSAYS.

in ermin’d pride,

Is there, Paftora by a fountain fide.

NoTEs.

tions in thofe Afins from
whence their general and ob-
vious Charadter is denomi-
nated : To verify this obferva-
tion, let the reader examine all
the Charaéters here drawn,
and try whether with this key
he cannot difcover that all
their Contradiétions arife from
a defire to hide the ruling Paj-
Jfeon.

But this is not the worft.
The poet afterwards ' (from
¥ 218 to 249) takes notice of
another mifchief arifing from
this neceflity of hiding their
ruling Paffions ;3 which is, that
generally the end of each is
defeated even there where they
are moft violently purfued:
For the neceffity of hiding
them inducing an habitual dif-
fipation of mind,

RS
And yet.,

Reafon,

whofe -office ‘it is to regulate
the ruling Paffion, lofcs all its
force 'Lnd direction; and thefe
unhappy victims to their prin-
ciples, tho’ with their atten-
tion ftill fixed upon them, are
ever profecuting the means
deftru&ive of their end, and
thus become ridiculous in
youth, and miferable in old
age.

Let me not omit to obferve
the great beauty of the con-
clufion: It is an Encomium
on animaginary Lady to whom
the Epiftle is addrefled, and
artfully turns upon the falt
which makes the fubjeét of the
Epiftle, the contradiition of a
Woman's Charaller, in which
contradiction he fhews that all
the luftre belt
Character

S i
eyven QI the

confifts:

y b r iy “ar
believe me, good as well as illy

Woman's at beft a Contradiction fill, &e.

ViEr. 5. How many pictures)
The poet’s purpofe hi.r[f 15 to
fhew, that the Charalters of
Women are rmn:r*l‘) incon-
hitent with themfelves; and
this he illuftrates by fo happy a
Stmilitude, that we fee the

folly, defcribed in it, arifes

from that very principle which |

gives birth tothis inconfiitency
SRR :
of Chara&er.

| fountain— Leda with @

VER. %, 8, 10, &c. Area-
dia’s G&'Hfﬁfe‘j:ij—-—J.Dfi,‘l"‘f,'.?'(i‘ by a
Wan.
— Magdalen—Cecilia—7 Atti-
tudes in which feveral ladies
affeCted to be drawn, and
fometimes one lady in them
all —T"he poet’s politenefs and
complaifance to the fex is ob-
{ervable in this inftance, a-
mongft others, that, whereas

N 2
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Here Fannia, leering on her own good man,
And there, a naked Leda with a Swan., 10

St

e e
= -
— e

Let then the Fair one beautifully cry,
il In Magdalen’s loofe hair and lifted eye,

Or dreft in fmiles of {weet Cecilia thine,

i
|
i
il | With fimp’ring Angels, Palms, and Harps divine
i
'F i! Whether the Charmer finner it, or faint it, I§
E:: ! = - . .
il If Folly grow romantic, I muft paint it.
E

Come then, the colours and the ground prepare!

T =

Dip in the Rainbow, trick her off in Air;

Chufe a firm Cloud, before it fall, and in it 19

Catch, e¢’er fhe change, the Cynthia of this minute.
Rufa, whofe eye quick-glancing o’er the Park,

Attralts each light gay meteor of a Spark,

T TR RV TN T

H Agrees as ill with Rufa ftudying Locke,

't As Sappho’s di’'monds with her dirty fmock ;

i NoTEs

i in the Charaéters of Men he | trarietics, given even from fuch
. has fometimes made ufe of (hlrlv;_hiq as are moft {ftrong-
real names, in the Charatters | ly mark’d, and feemingly
of WWomen always fictitious. P. therefore muﬂ. confiftent: As,
VER, 20: L(J.‘JJ, 2 er j}.r I. In  the xé/fg,dafj ¥ 21,
mq,m, the Cynthia af this nt= | 8. P
nute.] Al luding to the precept VER. 23. ﬁgrc,ﬁ as il with
of f.’r__;f}rfr_l, [\I’-'Irf /‘J!(fufg L z-’.,r{:, This
th-uu“ut is exprefled wi th great
huillom in the following r fanza:

i gy

T X b, b
formae veneres captands j ugaces.

T ——— e

VER. 21. Inftances of con-

T YT YT
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Ep. 11. MORAL ESSAYS. 197
Or Sappho at her toilet’s greazy taik, 25

With Sappho fragrant at an ev’ning Maik :
So morning Infects that in muck begun,
Shine, buzz, and fly-blow in the fetting-fun,
How foft is Silia ! fearful to offend ;
The Frail one’s advocate, the Weak one’s friend :
To her, Califta prov’d her conduct nice; 21
And good Simplicius afks of her advice.
Sudden, the ftorms! fhe raves! You tip the wink,
But {pare your cenfure ; Silia does not drink,
All eyes may fee from what the change arofe, 35
All eyes may fee—a Pimple on her nofe.
Papillia, wedded to her am’rous {park,
Sighs for the thades—* How charming is a Park ! ™
A Park is purchas’d, but the Fair he fees
All bath’d in tears— *¢ Oh odious, odious Trees!”
Ladies, like variegated Tulips, thow ; 41

*T'is to their Changes half their charms we owe;

NoTES.

Tha® Artemefia talks, by fits,

Of councils, claffics, fathers, wits;
Reads Malbranche, Boyle, and Locke :

Yet in fome thingsy methinks, fbe fails,

*Tawere well if fhe wou'd pare ber nails,
And wear a cleaner fmick.

VER. 29 and 37. IL. Contrarictics in the Soft-natured. P.
N3
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Ep, II,

Fine by defe, and delicately weak.

Their happy Spots the nice admirer take.

*T'was thus Calypfo once each heart alarm’d, 45

Aw’d without Virtue, without Beauty charm’d ;
y .

Her Tongue bewitch’d as odly as her Egyes,
Lefs Wit than Mimic, more 2 Wit than wife ;

Strange graces ftill, and ftranger flights fhe had,

Was juft not ugly, and was juft not mad; 50

Yet ne’er fo {ure our pafiion to create,

As when fhe touch’d the brink of all we hate.

Narcifla’s nature, tolerably mild,

To make a wath, would hardly ftew a child ;

Has ev’n been prov’d to grant a Lover’s pray’r, 55

And paid a Tradefman once to make him ftare,

Gave alms at Eafter, in a Chriftian trim,

And made a Widow happy, for 2 whim,

NoTEes.

VxR, 45. I Contrarieties
in the Cunning and Artful. P.

VER. §52. A5 when fhe
touch’dthe brink of all we hate.]
Her charms confifted in the
fingular turn of her vivacity ;
confequently the fironger the
exerted this vivacity the more
forceable muft be her attrac-
tion. But the point, where it
came to excefs, would deftroy
all the delicacy, and expofe all

the coarfnefs of fenfuality.

VER. 53. IV. In the Zhin-
ﬁt‘ﬁ‘.’. P.

VER. §7. —ina Chriftian
trim,] ‘This is finely exprefled,
implying that her very charity
wdas as much an exterior of
Religion, as the ceremonies of
the feafon. It was not even in
a Chriftian humour, it was only
iwn @ Chriflian trim.
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Why then declare Good-nature is her fcorn,
When ’tis by that alone {he can be born ¢ 6o
Why pique all mortals, yet affect a name !
A fool to Pleafure, yet a flave to Fame:
Now deep in Taylor and the Book of Martyrs,
Now drinking citron with his Grace and Chartres :
Now Confcience chills her, and now Pafiion burns;
And Atheifm and Religion take their turns ; 66
A very Heathen in the carnal part,
Yet ftill a fad, good Chriftian at her heart,
See Sin in State, majeftically drunk;
Proud as a Peerefs, pronder as a Punk; 20
Chafte to her Hufband, frank to all befide,
A teeming Miftrefs, but a barren Bride.
What then ? let Blood and Body bear the fault,
Her Head’s untouch’d, that noble Seat of Thought:
Such this day’s do&rine—-in another fit g
She fins with Poets thro” pure Love of Wit.
VARIATIONS.
VER. 77. What kas not fir'd &c.] in the M.
In whofe mad brain the mixt ideas roll
Of Tall-boy’s breeches, and of Cefar’s foul.
NoTES.
VeR. 69. V.In the Lewd and Vicious. P

N 2
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‘What has not fir'd her bofom or her brain?

Ceafar and Tall-boy, Charles and Charlema’ne.

As Helluo, late Di¢tator of the Feaft,

‘The Nofe of Hautgout, and the Tip of Tafte, 8o

Critick’d your wine, and analyz’d your meat,

Yet on plain Pudding deign’d at-home to eat;

So Philomed¢, le&’ring all mankind

On the foft Paffion, and the Tafte refin’d,

Th’Addrefs, the Delicacy-—{toops at once, 85

And makes her hearty meal upon a Dunce.
Flavia’s a Wit, has too much fenfe to Pray;

To Toafl our wants and wifhes, 1s her way;

Nor afks of God, but of her Stars, to give

The mighty blefling, * while we live, to live.” go

Then all for Death, that Opiate of the foul !

Lucretia’s dagger, Rofamonda’s bowl.

Say, what can caufe fuch impotence of mind?

A Spark too fickle, or a Spoufe too kind.

‘Wife Wretch! with Pleafures too refin’d to pleafe;

With too much Spirit to be e’er at eafe; 96
NoTES
VEr. 87. VI. Contraricties ate of the foul I See Note

in the Witty and Refin’d. P. on ¥ go. of Ep. to Lord
VER. 8g. Nor afks of God, | Cobham.
but of her Stars. — Death that
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With too much Quicknefs ever to be taught ;

With too muchThinking to have commonThought:

You purchafe Pain with all that Joy can give,

And die of nothi'ng but a Rage to live. 100
Turn then from Wits ; and look on Simo’sMate,

No Afs fo meek, no Afs {o obftinate.

Or her, that owns her Faults, but never mends,

Becaufe {he’s honeft, and the beft of Friends.

Or her, whofe life the Church and Scandal thare,

For ever in a Paffion, or a Pray’r. 106

Or her, who laughs at Hell, but (like her Grace)

Cries, “Ah! how charming, if there’s nofuch place!”

Or who in fweet viciflitude appears

Of Mirth and Opium, Ratafie and Tears, 110

The daily Anodyne, and nightly Dranght,

To kill thofe foes to Fair ones, Time and Thought.

Woman and Fool are two hard things to hit;

For true No-meaning puzzles more than Wi,
But what are thefe to great Atofla’s mi;&d? 115§

Scarce once herfelf, by turnsall Womankind !

NoTEs.

VEr. 107, Or her, whe place I’] i. e, Her who affelts
laughs at Hell, but (like her | o laugh out of fafhion, and
Grace)—Cries, Ah! how | ftrives to difbelieve out of
charming if there’s no  fuch V fear.




-}a%

=

£ s o
Fragas S

e

.y z
e =
EF T
e

_.,___
e
= g

. r——————

= -—
e e

. e~ 3 s
e e o T T e A

U

202 MORAL ESSAYS ErH
Who, ‘with herfelf, or others, from her birth
Finds all her life one warfare upon earth :

Shines, in expofing Knaves, and painting Fools,
Yet is, whate’er fhe hates and ridicules. 120
No Thought advances, but her Eddy Brain
Whitks it about, and down it goes again.

Full fixty years the World has been her Trade,
The wifeft Fool much Time has ever made.,

From lovelefs youth to unrefpeéted age, ~ 125
No Paffion gratify’d exeept her Rage.

So much the Fury fill out-ran the Wi,

The Pleafure mifs’d her, and the Scandal hit.
Whobreaks with her, provokes Revenge from Hell,
But he’s a bolder man who dares be well. 130
Her ev’ry turn with Violence purfu’d,

Nor more a ftorm her Hate than Gratitude :

To that each Paffion turns, or foon or late;

Love, if it makes her yield, muft make her hate :

Superiors? death! and Equals? what a curfe! 133

But an Inferior not dependant ? worfe.

VARIATIONS.
After ¥ 122, in the MS.

Opprefs’d with wealth and wit, abundance fad !
One makes her poor, the other makes her mad.
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Offend her, and fhe knows not to forgive ;
Oblige her, and fhe’ll hate you while you live :
But die, and the’ll adore you—Then the Buft
And Temple rife—then fall again to duft. 140
Laft night, her Lord was all that’s good and great;
A Knave this morning, and his Will a Cheat.
Strange ! by the Means defeated of the Ends,
By Spirit robb’d of Pow’r, by Warmth of Friends,
By Wealth of Follow’rs ! without one diftrefs 145
Sick of herfelf thro’ vcry- felfithnefs !
Atoffa, curs’d with ev’ry granted pray’r,
Childlefs with all her Children, wants an Heir.
To Heirs unknown defcends th’unguarded ftore,
Or wanders, Heav’n-directed, to the Poor. 1350
Pitures like thefe, dear Madam, to defign,
Afks no firm hand, and no unerring line ;
VARIATIONS.
After ¥ 148. in the MS.

This Death decides, nor lets the bleffing fall
On any one fhe hates, but on them all.

Curs’d chance! this only could affli€t her more,
If any part fhould wander to the poor.

NorTes.

VER. 150. Or wanders, | and which teaches, that Pro-
Heav’n-direfted, &c.] Allud- | vidence is inceflantly turning
ing and referring to the great | the evils arifing from the follies
principle of his- Philofophy, | and vices of men to general
which he never lafes fight of, ! good.
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Some wand'ring touches, fome reflected light,

Some flying ftroke alone can hit ’em right:

For how fthould equal Colours do. the knack ? 15

5

Chameleons who can paint in white and black ?

““ Yet Cloe fure was. form’d without a {pot’’e—

Nature in her then err’d not, but forgot.

N

VER. 156. Chameleons whe
can paint in white and black 2
There is one thing that does a
very diftinguithed honour to
the accuracy of our poet’s
judgment, of which, in the
courfe of thefe obfervations, I
have given many inftances, and
fhall- here explain in what it
confifts; it is this, that the 8i-
militudes in his didactic poems,
of which he is not fparing, and
which are highly poetical, are
always chofen with fuch exqui-
ite difcernment of Nature, as
not only to illuftrate the par-
ticular point he is upon, but
to eftablifh the general princi-
ples he would inforce ; fo, in
the inftance before us, he com-
pares the inconftancy and con-
tradiCtion in the Charaers of
Women, to the change of co-
lours in the Chameleon; vet
tis neverthelefs the ereat ;1;1'11—
ciple of this poem to thew fhar
the general Chara&eriftic of
the Sex, as to the Ruling Paf-
fion, which they all have, i
more uniform

1 .
have, 18

i T bl
tian  that 1n

O TTE S

Man: Now for this purpofe;
all Nature could not have fup-
plied . fuch another illuftyation
as this of the Chameleon ; for
tho’ it inftantaneoufly affumes
muich of the colour of every
fubject on which it chances to
be placed, yet, as the moft ac-
curate Virtuofi have obferved,
it has two native colours of its
own, which, amidft all thefe
changes are never totally dif-
charged,. but, tho” often dif-
coloured by the neighbourhood
of adventitious ones, fill make
the foundation, and give a tinc-
ture to all thofe which, from

Tirmec
I

LUTT "

thence, it occafionally af

VER. TE7, Yer Cloe _J,II-;.I'L-
&e. ] The purpofe of the poet
in this Characler is important :
It is to fhew that the politic
or prudent goverament of the
pafhions 1= not enough to make
a Charafter amiable,
to fecure it from heing. ridi-
culous, if the end of that go-
vernment _be not _ purfued,
which is the free exercife of the

: . ; i fler e i N REy
focial appetites after the felhih

nor even
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« With ev’ry pleafing, ev’ry prudent part,

¢¢ Say, what can Cloe want »’—She wants a Heart,
She fpeaks, behaves, and acts juft as fhe ought; 161
But never, never, reach’d one gen’rous Thought.

Virtue {he finds too painful an endeavour,

Content to dwell in Decencies for ever.

et
O
L% |

So very reafonable, fo unmov'd,

As never yet to love, or to be lov’d.

She, while her Lover pants upon her breaft,
Can mark the figures on an Indian cheft;

And when fhe fees her Friend in deep defpair,

Obferves how much a Chintz exceeds Mohair. 176

i
Forbid it Heav’n, a Favour or a Debt
She e’er thould cancel—but fhe may forget.
Safe is your Secr ¢ {hll in Cloe’s ear;
But none of Cloe's thall you ever hear.
Of all her Dears {he never flander’d one, XN

By arpe not 1F9 thanfang are 111‘--.I "1
“_.HI._it C&l\_.‘: NnoL 11 < ...-.,.\,-.,:.Jui,_-.; dlC ...L;L.‘.LJ;.C.

"1,1. ould L loe KNow 11 YOou 1C A11VE Ol dL.hs

4 g ™ R
She bids her Footman put it in her head.

NoTESs.

"

ones have L\- n fubdued ; for j fortur bfu fuch a Charater, a5
that if, tho’ reafon govern, the | in any of - the fc-u, mng, which
nf::'..t be never confulted, we | pa W{lions or caprice drive up and
i 'Ln_-'-.-- J‘l!]u e5 as LEL'L‘ in the du‘h it randein.
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Cloe is prudent—Would you too be wife ?

Then never break your heart when Cloe dies. 180
One certain Portrait may (I grant) be feen,
Which Heav’n has varnifh’d out, and made 2 Queen:
THE sAME FoR EVER ! and defcrib’d by all
With Truthand Goodnefs, as with Crown and Ball.
Pocts heap Virtues, Painters Gems at will, 18 5

And fhow their zeal, and hide their want of fkill.
"T1s well-——but, Artifts! who can paint or write,

"To draw the Naked is your true delight.
That Robe of Quality fo ftruts and fiells,
None fee what Parts of Nature it conceals: 190 ;
Th’exadteft traits of Body or of Mind,

We owe to models of an humble kind.

If QUEENSBERRY to ftrip there’s no compelling,
"Tis from a Handmaid we muft take a Helen.
From Peer or Bifhop ’tis no eafy thing 195
To draw the man who loves his God, or King :
Alas! T copy (or my draught would fail)

From honeft Mah’met, or plain Parfon Hale.

NoTEgs.

VER. 181. One certain Por- . Chara&ler; fo that the fatire
trait—the fame for ever I—] | falls not on any particular Cha-
This is intirely ironical, and radler, but on the Charalter-
conveys under it this general | maker only. See Note on ¥ 78.
moral truth, that there is, in || 1 Dialogue 1738,
life; no fuch thing as a perfe& VER. 198, Mab'met, fer-

2
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But grant, in Public Men fometimes are thown,

A Woman’s feen in Private life alone :

200

Our bolder Talents in full light difplay’d ;

Your Virtues open faireft in the thade.

Bred to difguife, in Public 'tis you hide ;
There, nonediftinguifh ’twixt your Shame or Pride,

VARIATIONS

After y 198. in the MS.

Fain I’d in Fulvia {py the tender Wifey

1 cannot prove it on her, for my life

And, for a noble pride, I blufh ne lefs,

Inftead of Berenice, to think on Befs.

Thus while immortal Cibber only fings

(As * and H * ¥y preach) for queens and kings,
The nymph, that ne’er read Milton’s mighty line,
May, if fhe love, and merit verfe, have mine.

NoTEs.

vant to the late King, faid to
be the fon of a T urklfh Bafla,
whom he took at the Siege of
Buda, and conftantly kept a-
bout his perfon. P.

Ibid. Dr. Stephen Hale, not

more eftimable for his ufeful

difcoveries as a natural Philo-
fopher, than for his exemplary
Life and Paftoral Charity as a
Parith Prieft.

VER. 199. But grant, in
Public, &¢.) In the former Edi-
ditions, between this and the
fnrf.guinﬂ lines; a want of Con-
nexion might be perceived, oc-

tain - Examples and Illuftrations
to the Maxims laid down ; and
tho’ fome of thefe have fince
been found, viz. the Charac-
ters of Philomedé, Ataffa, Cloe,
and fome verfes fulluwing, 0-
thers are {till wanting, nor can
we anfwer that thefe are exact-
ly inferted.

VER. 203. Bred to a':_,fl ut ey
m Pz.féf:_ tis you hide 3 ] ihuc
is fomething particular in the
turn of this “i{;,rtum, as mak-
ing  their difguifing 1n public
tl.e neceffary effect of their be-
g bred to f:;gu:ﬁ: but 1f we

cafioned b*' the omiffion of cer~- | confider that female Education




208 MORAL ESSAYS.

Er. 1L

Weaknefs or Delicacy ; all fo nice, 205
That each may feem a Virtue, ora Vice.
In Men, we various Ruling Paffions find ;

In Women, two almoft divide the kind ;

Thofe, only fix’d, they firft or laft obey,

The Love of Pleafure, and the Love of Sway. 2190
That, Nature gives ; and where the leflon taught

Is but to pleafe, can Pleafure feem 4 fault ?

VARIATIONS:

VER. 207. in the firft Edition,
~In fev’ral Men we fev’ral paflions find;
In Women, two almoft divide the Kind,

NoTESs.

1s an art of teaching not to e,
but to appear, we fhall have no
reafon to find fault with the
exaétnefs of the exprefiion.

VER. 206. That cach may
feem a Virtue or a Vices] For
Women are taught Virtue fo
artificially, and Vice fo natu-
rally, that, in the nice exercife
of them, they may be eafily
miftaken for one another.
ScRris.

VER. 20%. The former part
having thewn, that the parti-
cular Charaliers of Women are
more various - than thofe of
Men, it is neverthelefs obfer-
ved, that the general Characte-
riftic of the fex, as to the ru-
ling Paffion, is more uniform,

ks

VERr. 211. This Is occaft-
oned partly by their Nature,
partly their Education, and in
fome degree by Neceffity.: P.

VER. 211, 212. — and
where the leflon taught—Is but
to pleafe, can, &c.] The deli-
cacy of the poet’s addrefs is
here obfervable, in his manner
of informing us what this Plea-
Sfure is, which makes one of
the two cbjeéls of Woman’s
raling Paffion. He does it in
an ironical apology for it, ari-
fing from its being a Pleafure
of the beneficent and communica-
tive kind, and not merely felf-
ifh, like thofe which the other
fex generally purfues.

VER. 213. Experience this,
¢s'c.] Theironical apology con-~
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Experience, this; by Man’s

MORAL

ESSAYS.
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0
o

oppre flion curft,

They feek the fecond not to lofe the firit,

Men, fome to Bus’nefs, fome to Pleafure take »

But ev’'ry Woman is at heart a R Rake: 216
Men, fotnie to Quiet, {ome to public Strife ;
But ev’ry Lady would be Queen for life.

Yet mark the fite of a whole Sex of Queens!

Pow’r all their end, but Beauty all the means : 220

1 Youth they conquer, with fo wild a rage;

Asleaves them fcarce 4 fubject in their Age:

For foreign glory, foreign joy, they roam ;

No thought of peace or h:tppi:*.-éfs at home.

But Wifdom’s triumph is well-tim’d Retreat, 22§
As hard a fcience to the Fair as Gredt !
Beauties, like Tyrants, old and friendle{s grown,

Yet hate repoﬂ: and dread to be alone;

NoTESs.

tinued : That the Second is, as |

it were, forced upon them by
the tyranny and opprefiion of
man, in order to feture the
hrik :
VER:i 216. But ev’ry Wo-
inan is at beart a Rake:] ¢ Somz
““ men (fays the Poet) take to
“bufinefs, fome to pleafure,
*¢ but every woman would wil-
“¢ lingly make pleafure her bu-

<< finefs ;> which being the pe=
culiar chara&erittic of a Ra ke
we muft needs think that he
includes (in his ufe of the word
hete) no miore of the Rake’s
ill qualities than are implied in
this definition, of gne whs makes
pleafure bis bufinefs.

VEer. 219. What are the
Aims and the Fate of this Sex ¢
—1. Asto Power. P.

)

—
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JIE Worn out in public, weary ev’ry eye,
E | Nor leave one figh behind them when they die. 230

Pleafures the fex, as children Birds, purfue,

Still out of reach, yet never out of view ;

oD
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Sure, if they catch, to fpoil the Toy at moft,

To covet flying, and regret when loft :
At laft; to follies Youth could {carce defend, 233

s o 5 pu { X = I =%
It grows their Age’s prudence to pretend; .

Atfham’d to own they gave delight before,

Reduc’d to feign it, when they give no more:

i i £ As Hags hold Sabbaths, lefs for joy than {pight,
| HL | So thefe their merry, miferable Night ; 240
i l | Still round and round the Ghofts of Beauty glide,
| ;Eﬁ: gl And haunt the places where their Honour dy’d.
| 1 i il See how the World its Veterans rewards !
i iy “ A Youth of Frolicks, an old Age of Cards;
I ! Fair to no purpofe, artful to no end, 248
Young without Lovers, old without a Friend;
b A Fop their Paffion, but their Prize a Sot,
% [ Alive, ridiculous, and dead, forgot!
; Ah! Friend! to dazzle let the Vain defign ;
é To raife the Thought, and touch the Heart be
(I thine ! 25
Hl | NoTEs,
Li) l Ver.271.—IL Asto Plea- VER. 249. Advice for their
5 o Sure, P. true Intereft. P.
10
i
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That Charm fhall grow, while what fatigues the

Ring,

Y

Flaunts and goes down, an unregarded thing :
So when the Sun’s broad beam has tir'd the fight,
All mild afcends the Moon’s more fober light,
Serene in Virgin Modefty {he fhines, 255
And unobferv’d the glaring Orb dechines,

Oh! bleft with Temper, whofe unclouded ray
Can make to-morrow chearful as to-day ;
She, who can love a Sifter’s charms, or hear
Sighs for a Daughter with unwounded ear ; 260

NoTES.

VER. 253, So when the | them, in gradually raifing the
Sun’s broad beam &5¢.] One | imagery of the fimilitude in the
of the great beauties obfervable | lines preceding, by the ufe of
fn the poet’s management ot"l metaphors taken from the fub-
his Simzlitudes, is the ceremo- | jeét of it 1
nious preparation he makes for |

while what fatigues the rings

Flaunts and goes down, an unregarded thing.
And thecivil difmiffion he gives | and give place to others, and
them by the continuance of the | the reader is never offended
fame metaphor, in the lines | with the fudden or abrupt dif-
following, whereby the traces | appearcnce of it,
of the imagery gradually decay,

Ob ! blet with Temper, whofe unclouded ray &ie.
Another inftance of the fame kind we bave in this epiftle, i
the following lines,

{;}Ezgé a firm cloud before it fall, and in it

Catchy éer fbe change, the Cynthia of this minutes

Rufa, whafe eye quick-glancing o’cr the Park,

Attralls each light gay Meteor of a Spark,. &c.

Q 2
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She, who ne’er anfwers till a Hufband cools,

b

~

Or, if fhe rules him, never thows fhe rules ;
Charms by accepting, by fubmitting {ways,
Yet has her humour moft, when fhe obeys;
Let Fops or Fortune fly which way they will; 26¢
Diddains all lofs of Tickets, or Codille :
Spleen, Vapours, or Small-pox, above them all,
And Miftrefs of herfelf, tho’ China fall.
And yet, believe me, good as well as ill,

Woman’s at beft 2 Contradiction fill. 2570

Teav'n, when it ftrives to polith all it can
Its laft beft work, but forms a fofter Man ;
Picks from each fex, to make the Fav’rite bleft,
Your love of Pleafure, our defire of Reft:
Blends, in exception to all gen’ral rules, o7%
Your Tafte of Follies, with our Scorn of Fools:
Referve with Franknefs, Art with Truth ally’d,
Courage with Softnefs, Modefty with Pride;

NoTEs.

VER.-269. The Piure of
an eftimable Woman, with
the beft kind of contrarieties,
created out of the poet’s ima-
gination ; who therefore feign-
ed thofe circumitances of a
Hyfband, a- Daughters and
tove for a Siffer, to prevent

her being miftaken for anyofhis
acquamtance. And having thus
made his eman, he did, as the
ancient poets were wont, when
they had made their Mufey in-
voke, and addrefs his poem
to, her.
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5
Fix’d Principles, with Fancy ever new ;
Shakes all together, and produces— Y ou. 280

Be this a Woman’s Fame:

with this unbleft

3

Toafts live a fcorn, and Queens may die 2 jeit.

This Pheebus promis’d (I forget the year)

Wehen thofe blue eyes firft open’d on the {phere;

Afcendant Pheebus watch’d that hour with care,

Averted half your Parents’ fimple Pray’r ; 236

And gave you Beauty, but deny’d the Pelf

That buys your fex a

Tyrant o’er itfelf.

The gen’rous God, who Wit and Gold refines,

And ripens Spirits as he ripens Mines, 2.0

Kept Drofs for Duchefles, the world thall know it,

To you gave

No-
VERr. 285, &c. Alcendant
Pr‘f.r,u us wateh’d that bour :.L';"LJ

care, Averted L.fﬂ}'m:‘ PJ-—
rents” finple Pray'r And gav
you Beauty, but deny’d the Pe If ]
The poet concludes his Epi ftle
with a fine M:ral, that deferves
the ferious attention of the pub-
lic: It is this, that all the ex-
travagances of thefe VICIOUS
3
Chara&ters here defcribed, are
much inflamed Lv a wmng
Education, hinted at in ¥ 203
and that even the afﬁ are 1:1-
ther fecured by a good natural
than by the prudence and pro-
vidence of parents ; which ob-

Senfe, Good-humour,

r
.
]
|

and a Poet.
E 8.

fervation is conveyed under the
fublime claffical machinery of
Pheebus in  the afcendant
watching the natal hour of his
favourite, and averting the ill
effe@s of her parents miftaken
fondnefs - For Pheebus, as the
ﬂm. of Wit, confers {:\.]ﬁ 153
an u, a5 one of thea 1{tronomi I
influences, defeats the .1d en-
titious byas of educat 1011.

I'n conclufion, the great Mo-
ral from both thefe i* siftles to-
gether is, that the two rareft
things in cl‘“ Nature are a Dis-
INTERESTED MAN, .mni A
REASONABLE VWOMAN,

O3
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EPISTLE I11.

4 -

Alfen  Lord  Bathurft.

ARG WM OB N
Of the Ufe of RICHES.

THAT it is known to few, moft falling into one of the
extremes, Avarice or Profufien, y 1, &c. The Point
difenfs’d, whether the invention of Money bas becn more
commodious, or pernicious to Mankind, ¥ 21 to 27, That
Riches, either to the Avaricious or the Prodigal, cannot
afford Happinefs, fearcely Neceflaries, ¥ 89 to 160,
That Avarice is an abfolute Frenzy, without an End or
Purpofe, Y 113,8¢. 152. Conjeltures about the Mao-
fives of dvaricions men, ¥ 121 tQ 153. -~ That the con-
duét of men, with refpelt to Riches, can only be accounted
Jor by the OrRDER oF Provivence, which works the
general Good out of Extremesyand brings all to its great
End by perpetual Revolutions, ¥-161to 178. Howa
Mider aéts upon Principles which appear to bim veafon-
able, ¥ 179. How e Prodigal does the fame, ¥ 1909.
The dug Medinm, and true ufe of Riches, ¥ 51 9. The
Man of Rofs, ¥ 250. The fate of the Profufe and
the Coverous, in two examples s both miferable in Life
and in Death, ¥ 300, &c.  The Story of Sir Balaam,
¥ 339 to the end.
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“dence.  But as, in thofe times,

T Tl L e et B SE

[ 215]
rPI S E Ll 111.

n HO thall decide, when Doltors difagree,
And foundeft Cafuifts doubt, like you
and me ?
You hold the word, from Jove to Momus oiv’n,

That Man was made the ftanding jeft of Heav’'ng

CoMMENTARY:

Eprsrre 117 This Epiftle was written after a violent out-
cry againft our Author, on a fuppofition that he had ridiculed a
worthy nobleman merely for his wrong tafte. He juftified him-
felf upon that article in a letter to the Earl of Burlington ; atthe
end of which are thefe words: I have learnt that there arc
< forme who would rather be wicked than ridiculous;; antl there-
¢¢ fore it may be fafer to attack vices than follies. 1 will there=
¢¢ fore leave my betters in the quiet poflefiion of their idols, therr
<€ oroves, and their high places; and change my fubjeét from
¢ their pride to their meannefs, from their vanities to their mi-
¢ feries 3 and as the only certain way to avoid mifconftructions,
¢t to leffen offence, and not to multiply ill-natured applicationsy
¢« T may probably, in my next, make ufe of real names inftead
% of fictitious ones.” P.

VER. 1. #Whe fball decide, Tc.] The addrefs of the Introdic-
tion (from.y I to 21) is remarkable : The poet reprefents him-
flf and the noble Lord his friend, as in.a converfution, philo-
fophifing on the final caufe of Riches and it proceeds by way of

NoTES.

Ver. 3. Momus giv'n,| A= ‘ came to be at the head of the
mongit the carlieft abufes of | old Free-thinkers.  -Him, the
reafon, one of the firft was to | Mythologifts very ing{'}‘,iuuﬂ}"
cavil at the ways of Provi- | made the Son of Slep and

| Night, and {o, C.Jr.f-.:qf.u::lt'i}',
every Vice as well as Virtue, | half-brother to Dulnefs. Buk
had its Patron-God, Momus !-having been much. e ployed »

O 4
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And Gold but fent to keep the fools in play, 5

For fome to heap, and fome to throw away.
But I, who think more highly of our kind,

(And furely, Heav’n and I are of a mind )

Opine, that Nature, as in duty bound,

Deep hid the thining mifchief under ground : 1o

CoMMENTARY.

dialogue, which moft writers ufe to hide want of method ; our
Author only to foften and enliven the drynefs and feverity of'it.
You (fays the poet)

— hold the word [from Fove to Momus o
But I, who think more highly of our kind, é5e.
Ofﬁ:}fd r’éat —’I\'"raf-'ﬂ"t.‘} te.

As much as to fay, *“ You, my Lord, hold the fubject we are
*¢ upon as fit only for Satire ; I, on the contrary, efteem it a
“¢ cafe of Philofophy and profound Ethics + But as we both
£¢ agree in the main Principle, that Riches were not given for the
€ reward of Virtue, but for very different purpafes (See E(fay on
¢ Man, Ep. iv.) let us compromife the matter, and confider
¢¢ the fubje& jointly, both under your idea and mine, 7. ¢. Sati-
*¢ Yically and Philofophically.”’—And this, in fact, we {hall find
to be the true character of this poem, which is a Species pecu-
liar to itfelf, and partaking equally of the nature of his Ethic
£piftles and his Satires, as the beit pieces of Lucian arofe from
2 combination of the Dialogues of Plato, and the Scenes of Arifte-
Pphanes,  This it will be neceflary to carry with us, if we would
fee either the #it or the Reafining of this Epiftle in their true
licht.
NorTes.

in afteér ages, by the Gree# Sa- | facred to controverfy and high
tirifts, he came, at laft, to pafs | debate.

for a #4t 5 and under thisidea, VER. . —that Nature, as
he is to be confidered in the | in duly bound,] This, though
place before us. ludicroufly, is yet exaélly, ex-

VERi 9. Opine,] A term ) prefled 5 “to fhew, that, by
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But when by Man’s audacious labour won,

Flam’d forth this rival to, its Sire, the Sun,

Then careful Heav’n fupply’d two forts of Men,

To fquander Thefe, and Thofe to hide agen.

Like Doors thus, when much difpute has paft,

We find our tenets juft the {fame at laft, ib

Both fairly owning, Riches, in eftect,

No grace of Heav’n or token of th’Elect;
Giv’n to the Fool, the Mad, the Vain, the Evil,
To Ward, to Waters, Chartres, and the Devil. 20

NoTES.

Nuature, the poet meant, not
the God of nature, but the in-
firument and fubftitute of his
providence,

VER. 12. Flam’d forth this
rival to, its Sire, the Sum,)
The rival of its Sire in its
brightnefs, and in its power of
drawing mankind into error
and delufion; the two firft
idols of the world, #atural and
moral, being the Sun and
Gold.

VER.20. Joun WARD of
Hackney Efq; Member of Par-
liament, being profecuted by
the Duchefs of Buckingham,
and convicted of Forgery,
was firft expelled the Houfe,
and then ftood in the Pillory
on the 17th of March 1727.
He was fufpecled of joining in

a conveyance with Sir John
Blunt; to fecrete fifty thou-
fand pounds of that Director’s
Eftate, forfeited to the South-
Sea company by Act of Par-
liament. The Company re-
covered the fifty thoufand
pounds againft Ward 3 but he
{fet up prior conveyances of
his real eftate to his brother
and fon, and conceal’d all his
perfonal, which was computed
to be one hundred and fifty
thoufand pounds. Thefe con-
veyances being alfo fet afide by
a bill in Chancery, Ward was
imprifoned, and hazarded the
forfeiture of his life, by not
giving in his effects till the laft
day, which was that of his
examination. During his con-
finement, his amufement was

o
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B.W hat Nature wants, commodious Gold beftows,

*T'is thus we eat the bread another {fows.

COMMENTARY.

VER. 21. What Nature wants, &¢.] Having thus fettled the
terms of the Debate, before he comes to the main Que/fion, the
Ufe of Riches, it was neceflary to difcufs a previous one, whe-
ther indeed they are, up(m the whole, ufeful to mankind ornot;
(which he does from ¥ 20to 77.) It is Lommonly obferwd,
fays he [fmm ¥ 21 to 35) That Gold moft commodioufly fupplics the
wants of Nature: ¢ Let us firft confider the propofition in ge-
¢ seral, both in Matter and Expreffion 5 1. Asit ru’mds the Sup-
¢ ply; and this we fhall find to be very unequal : 2. As it regards
¢ the Wants ; and thefe, we fhall fee, arevery rmfhrﬂwm J.mc]"r

NorTEs.

to give poifon to dogsand cats, | money at exorbitant intereft
and fee them expire by flower { and on great penalties, “ac-
or quicker torments. Tof{um | cumulating premium, intereft,
up the worth of this gentle- | and capital into a new capital,
man, at the feveral era’s of | and feizing to 2 minute when
his life, At his ftanding in | the payments became due ; in
the Pillory he was worth above | a word, by a conftant atten-
two hundred thoufand pounds; | tion to the vices, wants, and
at his commitment to Prifon, | follies of mankind, he ac-
he was worth one hundred and | quired an immenfe fortune.
_ﬁj 2y ff?’ﬂfm!d but has been | His houfe was a perpetual
fince fo far diminifhed in his | bawdy-houfe. He was twice
reputation, as to be thought a | cendemn’d for rapss, and par-
worfe man by fifty or fixty | doned; but the laft time not
thoufand. P. without imprifonment in New-

IFr. CHARTRES, a man | gate, and large confifcations.
infamous for all manner of | He died in Scotland in 1731,
vices. When he was an en- | aged 62. The populace at
fign in the army, he was | his funeral rais’d a great riot,
drumm’d out of the regi- | almofl tore the body out of the
ment for a cheat; he was | coffin, and caft dead dogs,
next banifh’d Bruflels, and | &¢. into the grave along with
drumm’d out of Ghent on | it.  The following Epitaph
the fime account. After a | contains his charalter very
hundred tricks at the gaming- | juftly drawn by Dr, Arbuth-
tables, he took to lending of } not:
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P. But how unequal it beftows, obferve,

'Tis thus we riot, while, who fow it, ftarve:

CoMMENTARY.
¢ that term, all our fantaftic and imaginary, 2s well as real
¢¢ wants being comprized. Hitherto the ufe is not very ap-

NorTEs,
HE R E continueth to rot
The Body of FRANCIS CHARTRES,
Who with an INFLEXIBLE CONSTANCY,
and INtMiTaBLE UnrrormiTy of Life,
PERSISTED,
In fpite of AGE and INFIRMITIES,

In the Pracice of Every Human VicE;
Excepting Propigarrry and HyrocrIsy -
His infatiable Avarick exempted him from the firft,
His matchlefs ImpupENCE from the fecond.
Nor was he more fingular
in the undeviating Pravity of his Manners,
Than fuccefsful
in Accumulating WEALTH,

For, without TRADE or PROFESSION,
Without TrusT of Pusric MonEy,
And without BRIBE-WORTHY Service,

He acquired, or more properly created,

A MiINIsSTERIAL EsTATE.

He was the only Perfon of his Time,

Who could caEAT without the Mafk of HoNESTY,
Retain his Primeval MEANNESS
When poffefs’d of TN TrHoUsAND a Year,

! And having daily deferved the GIBBET for what he did,
: Was at laft condemn’d to.it for what he could not do.

'! 'Oh Indignant Reader !

Think not his Life ufelefs to Mankind !

ProvipexcE conniv’d at his execrable Defigns,
To give to After-ages
A confpicuous PrRoor and ExAMPLE,
Of how fmall Eftimation is Exorsrrant WEALTH

e in-the Sight of ' GOD,
By his beftowing it on themoft UN WORTHY.Of ALL MORTALS.
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What Nature wants (a phrafe I much diftruft) 25
Extends to Luxury, extends to Luft:

CoOMMENTARY.

€¢ parent. Letus in the fecond place, therefore, confider the
“¢ propofition in particular, o how Gold fupplies the zwants of
¢ Nature both in private and public life: 1. As to private;
“¢ itaids us, indeed, to fupport life; but it, at the fame time,
“¢ hires the affaffin: 2. As to Society; it may procure Friend-
<¢ fhips and extend Trade; but it allures Robbers, and corrupts
€¢ our acquaintance. 3. As to Government 5 it pays the Guards
¢¢ neceflary for the fupport of public liberty; but it may, with :
€¢ the fame eafe, bribe a Senate to overturn it.” :
The matter, therefore, being thus problematical, the poet, in- j
ftead of formally balancing between the Gosd and 1, chufes to
leave this previous Queflion undetermined (as Tacitus had done
before him ; where, fpeaking of the ancient Germans, he fays,
Argentum et aurum propitii aut irati Dii negaverint dubito;) and

NoTEs.
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This Gentleman was worth
Jeven thoufand pounds a year
eftate in Land, and about one
bundred thoufand in Money. P.

Mr. WaTEgRs, the third
of thefe worthies, was a2 man
no way refembling the former
in his military, but extremely
fo in his civil capacity; his
great fortune having been
rais’d by the like diligent at-
tendance on the neceflities of
others. But this gentleman’s
biftory muft be deferred till
his death, when his warth may
be known more certainly. P.

VER. 20.— Chartres and

the Devil] Alluding to the
vulgar opinion, that all mines
of metal and {ubterraneous
treafures are in the guard of
the Devil: which feems to
have taken its rife from the
pagan fable of Plutus the God
of Riches.

VER. 21. What Nature
wants, commodious Gold be-
Sews, ] The epithet commodious
gives us the very proper idea of
a Bawd or Pander 3 and this
thought produced the two fol-
lowing lines, which were in all
the former editions, but, for
their bad reafoning, omitted,

And if we count amongit the needs of life
Another’s Toil, why not another’s Wife;

2
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Ufeful, T grant, it ferves what life requires,
But dreadful too, the dark Affaffin hires:

B. Trade it may help, Society extend.

P. But lures the Pyrate, and corrupts the Friend.

B. It raifes Armies in a Nation’s aid. 31

P. But bribes a Senate, and the Land’s betray’d.

COMMENTARY.
£alls at once upon what he efteems the principal of thefe abufes,
public Corrupiion.

For having in the laft inftance, of the Ufe of Riches in Go=
vernment, fpoken of wenal Senates, he goes on to lament the
mifchief as defperate and remedilefs 5 Gold, by its power to
corrupt with Secrecy, defeating all the efforts of public Spirit,
whether exerted in the Courage of Heroes, or in the Wifdom
of Patriots. 2

'Tis true indeed (continues the poet from ¥ 34 to 40) the
very weight of the Bribery has fometimes detected the Cor-
ruption :

From the crackd bag the dropping Guinea {poke, G'c.

But this inconvenience was foon repaired, by the invention of
Paper credit : Whofe dreadful effefls on public Liberty he de-
feribes in all the colouring of his poetry, heightened by the
warmeft concern for virtue; ‘which now makes him willing to
give up, as it were, the previous queftion, in a paffionate wifh
(from # 48 to gq) for the return of that incumbrance attendant
on public Corruption, before the {o commen ufe of money.

And pleafed with this flattering idea, he goes on (from ¥ 58 to
%7) to thew the other advantages that would accrue from Riches
enly in kind; which are, that neither Avarice could contrive to
hoard, nor Predigaliiy to lavith, in fo mad and boundlefs 2 man-
ner s they do at prefent. Here he fhews particularly, in a fine
ironical defcription of the embarras on Gamingy how effectually
it would eradicate that execrable practice.

But this whole Digreffion (from ¥ 34 t2 77) has another very
tncommon beauty ; for, at the fame time that it arifes naturally
from the /a/7 confideration in the debate of the previeus Queflian
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In vain may Heroes fight, and Patriots rave;

222

If fecret Gold fap on from knave to knave,

Once, we confefs, beneath the Patriot’s cloak; 43

From the crack’d bag the dropping Guinea fpoke,

And gingling down the back-ftairs, told the crew,

¢ Old Cato is as great a Rogue as you.”

Bleft paper-credit! laft and beft fupply !

That lends Corruption lighter wings to fly ! 40
COMMENTARY.

it artfully denounces, in our entrance on the main Queftion, the

principal topics intended to be employed for the dilucidation of
it, namely Avarice; ProrFusion, and Pupric Corrup-

TION:

NoTES.

VER. 33.— and Patrists
rave ;] The charalter of mo-
dern Patriots was, in the opi-
nion of our poet, very egui-
vocal; as the mame was un-
diftinguifhingly beftowed on
every one in oppofition to the
court 3 of whofe virtues he
gives a hint in ¥ 139 of this
Epiftle. . Agreeably to. thefe
fentiments, his predicate of
them here is as equivocal,

In vain—may Patriots rave ;
which they may do either in
earnelt or in jeft; and is a
conduct, in the opinion of
Sempronius in the Play, bef

fitted to hide their game.
VER. 34. If fecret Gold |

fap on Jrom kiave to kzave. ]

The expreffion is fine, and
gives us the image of a place
invefted, where the approaches
are made by communications
which fupport each other; as
the connexionsamongft knaves,
after they have been taken in
by a ftate engineer, ferve to
fcreen and encourage one. an-
other’s private corruptions.
VER. 35.— beneath the Pa-
triot’s cloak,] This is a true
ftory, which happened in the
reign of WilliamIIl. to an
unlufpected old Patriot, who
coming out at the back-door
from having been clofeted by
the King, where he had re-
ceived a large bag of Guineas,
the burfting of the bag difco-

. vered his bufinefs there. P.
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Gold imp’d by thee, can compafs hardeft things,
Can pocket States, can fetch or carry Kings;

A fingle leaf fhall waft an Army o'er,

Or thip off Senates to a diftant Shore ;

A leaf, like Sibyl’s, fcatter to and fro 45
Our fates and fortunes, as the winds {hall blow:
Pregnant with thoufands flits the Scrap unfeen,
And filent fells 2 King, or buys a Queen.

Oh! that fuch bulky Bribes as all might fee,
Still, as of old, incumber’d Villainy ! 50
Could France or Rome divert our brave defigns,
With all their brandies or with all their wines?

VARIATIONS
After ¥ so. 1n the MS.
To break a truft were Peter brib’d with wine,
Peter| *twould pofe as wife a head as thine.

NoTEs.

- VER. 42— fetch or carry | VER. 44. Or fhupoff’ Senates
Kings;] In our author’s time, } 10 [ome diftant Shore ;) Alludes
many Princes had been fent ; to feveral Minifters, Coun-
about the wotld, and great | fellors, and Patriots banifhed
changes of Kings projected in in our times to Siberia, and to
Europe. The partition-treaty | that MORE GLORIOUS FATE
had-difpofed of Spain; France | of the PARLIAMENT of
had fet up a King for Eng- | PARIs, banifhed to Pontoife
land, who was fent to Scot- | in the year 1720. Pa

land, and back again; King VER. 47. Pregnant. with
Staniflaus was fent to Poland, | thoufands fiits the Scrap un-
and back again; the Duke of | feen, ] The imagery is very
Anjou was fent to Spain, and | fublime, and alludes to the
Don Carlos to Italy. P. courfe of a deftroying pefti-

|
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Ep. 1L

What could they more than Knights and Squires

confound,

Or water all the Quorum ten miles round ?

A Statefman’s flumbers how this fpeech would {poil!

“ Sir, Spain has fent a thoufand jars of oil§ 56
¢ Huge bales of Britith cloth blockade the door;
¢ A hundred oxen at your levee toar.”

Poor Avarice one torment more would find ;

Nor could Profufion fquander all in kind. 6o

Aftride his cheefe Sir Morgan might we meet ;

And Worldly crying coals from ftreet to ftreet,

Whom with a wig {fo wild, and mien fo maz’d,

Pity miftakes for fome poor tradefman craz’d.

Had Colepepper’s whole wealth been hopsand hogs,
Could he him{elf have fent it to the dogs ? 66
His Grace will game: to White’s a Bull be led,

With fpurning heels and with a butting head.

NorTEs.

lence: . The Pfalmift, in his
expreflion of the pefilence that
walketh in darknefs, fupplied
him with the grandeur of his
idea.

VER. 63. Some Mifers of
great wealth, proprietors of
the coal-mines, had entered at
this time into an ailociation to
keep up coals to an extrava-
gant price,. whereby the poor

were reduced almoft to ftatve,
till one of them taking the ad-
vantage of underfelling the
reft, defeated the defign. One
of thefe Mifers was worth ten
thoufand, another feven thou-
Jfand a year. P.

VER. 65. Colepepper] Sir
Wirriam COLEPEPPER;
Bart. a perfon of an ancient
family; and ample fortunes
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To White’s be catry’d, as to ancient games,

Fair Courfers, Vafes, and alluring Dames. 70
Shall then Uxorio, if the ftakes he {weep,

Bear home fix Whores, and make his Lady weep?
Or foft Adonis, {fo perfum’d and fine,

Drive to St. James’s a whole herd of {wine ?

Oh filthy check on all induftrious fkill, 8
To fpoil the nation’s laft great trade, Quadrille!
Since then, my Lord, on fuch a World we fall,
What fay you? B. Say? Whytakeit, Gold andall,

VARIATIONS.
VER. 77. Since then, &¢] Tn the former Edd.
Well then, fince with the world we ftand or fall,
Conie take it as we find it; Gold and all.

COMMENTARY:

VER. 77. Since theny, my Lord, on fuch a World &'c.] Having
thus ironically defcribed the incumbrance which the want of
money would occafion to all criminal excefles in the ufe of
Riches, particularly to Gaming; which being now become of
public concern, he affeéts much regard to:

Ob filthy check on all indufrious JRilly :
To fpoil the Nation's lafi great tradey Quadrille !

NoTks.
without one other quality of a | fift upon borrowing and beg-
Gentleman, who; after ruin- | ging; rather than to enter Intd
ing himfelf at the Gaming- | any reputable method of lifey
table, paft the reft of hisdays | and refufing a poft in the army
in_fitting there to fee the ruin | which was offered him. - Ps
of others; preferring to {ub- 5

F.
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P. What Riches give us let us then enquire :

,Meat,- Fire, and Cloaths.' B, Whatmore? P, Meat,
i : Cloaths, and Fire, e

;'.#L
il CoMMENTARY.

be concludes the previous Queftion without deciding it, in the
| fame ir¢uical manner,

Since then, my Lord, on fuch a Werld we fall -
What fay you? Say? Whytake it, Gold and all.

i That s, fince for thefe great purpofes we muft have Money, let
us now ferzsu/ly inquire into.its true Ule.
= ot . - €5 s 4
VER. 79. What Riches give us &c.] He examines therefore
in.the fryf place (from ¥ 78 w0 97) L. OF what Ufe Riches are
1o ourfelves :

What Riches give us let us then tnguire -
Meat, Fireyand Cloaths, Hhat more 2Wear Cleaths, and Fire
3 3 > 2 .

The mere urn of the expreflion here fhews, without further
reafoning, that all the infinite ways of fpending on eurfelves,
contrived in the infolence of Wealth, by thofe who would more
i | than live, are only thefe three things diverfified throughout every
' wearied mode of Luxury and Wantonnefs.

Yet as little as this is, adds the poet (from ¥ 871 to 85) it is
=. enly to be had by the moderate ufe of Riches; Avarice and Pro-
fufion not allowing the pofleflors of the moft exorbitant wealth
cven this-little s

e e g

Ll Alas ! ’tis more than Turner finds they rive.
o .

i 1 Alas I tis more than (all bis Vi fions pajt)
i Unbappy Wharton, wakiz 10y found Gt lafi 1
W But what is it you would expect them to give ? continues the
' i poet (from ¥ 84 to g1) Vould '}.U.u have them Capableof e
r |ii: Sering thf}:ﬂ? real Eblc-ﬁingw,‘w‘hich men have /5/f by their Pices |
. ,. { or their Villainies 5 or f_.)f Jatisfying thofe imarinary ones, which _|
| they have gotten by their wrregular Appetites and Paffions Thefes

fure, the bad or foolith man- cannot have the face to demand ;

amtl-thofe, by the wife proyifion of Nature, Riches are incapable
of giving, if he had. ' :

2
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1s this too little? would you more than live?

Alas! ’tis more than Turner finds they give,

Alas! ’tis more than (all his Vifions paft)
Unhappy Wharton, waking, found at laft!

What can they give? to dying Hopkins, Heirs; 35
To Chartres, Vigour ; Japhet, Nofe and Ears?

COMMENTARY.
But now admit, putfues ouf author (from 9o to g7) that
wealth might, in fome cafes, alleviate the unmerited miferies of
life, by procuring medicines both for the mind and body ; yet it

NoTEss

VeRr. 82. Turner] One, | VER. 8¢. Hopkins,] A Ci-
who, being poffefled of three tizen, whofe rapacity obtained
hundred thoufand pounds, laid | bim the name of Fultur
down his Coach, becaufe In- | Hopkins. He lived worthlefs,
tereft was reduced from five | but died worth three bundred
to four per cent. and then put thoufand poundss which he
feventy thoufand into the Cha- would give to no perfon
ritable Corporation for better living, but left it fo as not to
intereft ;* which fum having | be inherited till ‘after the fe-

Ioft, he took it fo much to | cond seneration.  His counfel
heart, that he kept his cham- reprefenting to him how many

ber ever after. It is thought he | years it muft be, before this
would not have outlived it; but could take effect, and that his
that he ‘was heir to another | money could only lie at inter~
confiderable eftate, which he | eit all that time, he expreiled
daily expected, and that by | great joy thereat, and faid,
this courfe of life he faved both | ¢ They would then be as long

cloaths and all other ex- | ¢ in {pending; as he had been
- l . b,. Ty 1
pences. P, ¢¢.in eetting it DBut the
7 : =i = © 2 RS P o
VER. 84. Unbappy 1vhar- Chancery afterwards fet ange
ton,] A Nobleman of great the will, -and gave it to the
. — o
e ~ - 1 + 1 'l
qualities, but as unfortunate in | neir at 1aw. i :
the application of them, as if N ER. 86. Faphet, Nofe and

See his Chara&er in the firft | alias Qir Peter Stranger, W2as

A 5 i : Yy ” =
Epiftle, P. ¢ punifhed with the lots of thofe

they had been vicesandfollies. Ears #] “JAPHET Crook;,
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Can they, in gems bid pallid Fiippid glow

In Fulvia’s buckle eafe the throbs below;
Or heal, old Narfes, thy obfcener ail, |
With all th’embroid’ty plaifter’d at thy tail?; §o |
‘They ‘might {were Harpax not too wife to {pend) '1
Give Harpax felf the bleffing of a Friend;
Or find fome Dofor that would fave the life |

Of wretched Shylock, fpite of Shylock’s Wife : ‘

But thoufinds die, without or this or that, 9§

Die, andendow a College, or a Cat.

COMMENTARY.

is not ta be thought it fhould aperate like a C.m;m, while only
worn about one : “Yet this, . thefe poar, men of pelf expe&t from
1t 3 while Awarice, on the one lmnu, with-holds them from giving
at all, even.to the Doffor in extremity ;. or Vapity diverts the
donation from a Friend in life, to the E ndowment of a Cat ov
Collgge at their death. It is true, Riches might give the greateft
of all bleflings, a wirtasus confcionfnefs of our hdvmw ¢mployed

them as becamic the [ubflitutes of Prrvidence,
Do eafe or emulate the care of Heav'n, ¥ 230.

in alts'of BeNerFicexce and CHARITY 3 and this UJe is next

to beiconfidered: |

NoTEs.

T —

3

==

[

e e e

T

Eir
.

e s ey

e

rm e e R T W e T TN LS R R .. i _ E
. piw in = - —— T e —

parts, for-having forged a con-
eeyance of an Eftate to him-
felf, upon’ which:he took up
feveral thoufand pounds.  He
was at the fame time fued in
Chancery for: having, fraudu-
lently - obtained a W ill, by
which - he purﬂfied another
conirderable Eftate, in wrong

[ of the brother of the deceafed:
| By thefe means he was tworth
a great fum, which {in reward

executor. - P,

for the {mall lofs of his ears)
he enjoyed in prifon till his
death, and quietly left- to his

VER. gbs  Dies and endotw
@ Gollege,or a Cati] - A famous:
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To fome, indeed, Heav’'n grants the happier fate,
T’enrich a Baftard, or a Son they hate,

Perhaps you think the Poor might have their part?

Bond damns the Poor,and hates them from hisheart :

CoOMMENTARY.

VER. 97. Tr‘f'm , indeed, Gc.] For now the poet comes

, the fecond place, to examing, IL. Of what ufe Riches are 12
-J.L{M . which he teaches, as is his way throughout this poem?
by the abufe that ftands {npuﬂ,d toit: 1 ln": he fhews (from ¥ g6
to 107) that with rega ird to alts of Bensficence, the utmoft Hea-
ven wnl grant to thofe who fo greatly ;wuw its bleflings, is either
to enrich fome favourite Baffard, and {o perpetua ate their vice
and mfﬂmy ; Or f.]fe, contrary to their inteat, a legitimate Son
*'.n,. bated, and fo expofe to public {corn and 11 L.mdf:, the de-
feat of thur umn.tuml cruelty. But with regard to adts of
Charity, they are given up to fo reprobate a ﬂ.n{u., as to believe
they are then feconding the defigns of Heaven, when they pur-
fue the indigent with lll‘il)‘CC;.{.oula, or leave them in the - midft
of their diftrefles unrelieved, 2s the common enemies of God
and Man.

NogES

Dutchefs of B. in her laft Will | three of the managers, who
left confiderable légacies and | werce Inem!_‘:ers of the houfe,
annuities to her Cats. P. were expelled. By the report

VER. 100, Bond damns the | of the Committee, appoint ted
Poory &5¢c’] This epiftle was | to LE‘quhl-. into that iniquitous

—+

written in the year 1730,when | atiair, it appears, that when it
a corporation was eitablithed | was objes ch to the ;.tcnded
to lend money to the poor up- removal of the office, that the
on pleg; zes, by the name of the | Poor, for wholfe ufe it was
Charitable Carperation ; but the erected, would be hurt by ity
whole was turned only to an P;mf, one of the Directors,
replied, Damn the Poor. Tha

¢ (3od hates thn: poor, ’? and,

¢ That eve: mm in want 1s
he icnm-‘::cnr f-ul tgc. were the

iniquitous method of enrich-
ing particular people, to the
ruin of fuch numbers, that it
became a parliamentary con-
cern to endeavour the relief of | genuine apathegms of fome of
thofe unhappy fuffersrs, and pufmns here mentioned. F.

Vou Ill. Pis
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The grave Sir Gilbert holds it for a rule, 101
That ““ ev’ry man in want is knave or fool

““ God cannot love (fays Blunt, with tearlefs eyes)
¢ The wretch he ftarves’—and pioufly denies : |
But the good Bifhop, with a mecker air, 105 i

Admits, and leaves them, Providence’s care.
Yet, to be juit to thefe poor men of pelf,
Each does but hate his neighbour as himfelf :

COMMENTARY.

VER. 107. ¥et, 20 be juff, &¢c.] Having thus fhewn the 772
zfe of Riches in a defcription of the abu/e, and how that ufe is
1umr:tm]h defeated by Profufion and Avarice ; it was natral
to enquire into the fpring and original of thefe vices; asthe abufe
they occafion, muft be well underf} 'ood, before it can be cor-
reCted. The :.‘{’}-oudah, therefore, of his {1"_[LL-L now calls
upon him to come to [h, Philofophy of it: And he examines
FLLIUC.I.LH']} into the Astives of Avarice - But what 15 obfervable,
he, all along, fatirically intermixes with the real motives, feveral

= T

NoTEs.

A

VER. o That ev’ry man | due. And then want of fuceefs
n want 15 /hmﬁ or fool:} None | will of courfe be imputed to
are more fubject to be c!:.lL'(L d | want of wit.
by this vain ntﬂuke, that pru- VER. 105, But the good Bi-
dence does all in human affairs | foop, &'c.) In this place, and in
than thofe who have been moft | the firf} Dialogue of 738,
befriended by Fortune. The |the Poet had named a very
reafon is, that, in this fitua- | worthy Perfon of Condition,
tion Prudence has never been | who, for a courfe of many
brought to the tefty nor Vandty § years had fhined in public Sta-
ever mortified. So that the firft | tionsmuch to the advantage and
will be always ready to take to | honour of his Country. But be-
herfelf what fortune encour- | ing at once o ]nTL{le by popu-
ages the other to call her | lar prejudice and a public cen-

C—r
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Damn’d to the Mines, an equal -fate-betides
The Slave that digs it, and the Slave that hides.

B. Who fuffer thus, mere Charity fhould own,

Muft a& on motives pow’rful, tho’ unknown.

P. Some War,{ome Plague, or Famine they forelee,

Some Revelation hid from you and me,

Why Shylock wants a meal, the caufe is found
He thinks a Loaf will rife to fifty pound. 116

CoOMMENTARY,

imaginary ; and thofe as wild as imagination could conceive.

This, which at firft ficht might feem to vitiate the purpofe of

his philsfophical inguiry, is found, when duly confidered, tohave
quiry, > ) >

the higlicﬁ art of defien.

rove that the read motives had the higheft extravagancy: No-
o [~ o

His bufinefs, the reader fees, was to

T

thing could more conduce to thisend, than the fetting them by,
and comparing them with, the moft extravagant that the fancy
itfelf could invent; in which fituation it was feen,. that the real

were full as wild as the fiifitrous

To give thefe images all the

force they were capable of, he firft defcribes (from ¥ 118.t0123;

NoTES.

fure, it was no wonder, the
poet, to whom he was perfon-
ally a ftranger, fhould think
hardly 'of him. T had the ho-
nour to be well known to this
truly illuftrious Perfon, and to
be greatly obliged by him.
From my intimate knowledge
of his Character, [ was fully
perfuaded  of ~ his innocence,
and that he was unwarily drawn
i by a pack - of ‘infamous

Cheats, to his great Jofs of

fortune as well as reputation.

At my requeft, therefore, the
poet with much fatisfadtion re-
tracted, and ftruck out, in both
places, his ili-grounded cen-
fure. I have fince" had the
pleafure to underftand, from
the beft authority, that my fa-
vourable fentiments of ~ him
have lately been fully " juftified
inthe courfe of fome proceed-
ings"in the high court of Chan-
cery, the moft unérring mvef-
tif__g;‘lt'ur of Truth and® Fiife-
‘hood.” = ;
P 4
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What made Dire@ors cheat in South-fea year ?
To live on Ven’fon when it fold fo dear.

Afk you why Phryne the whole Aucion buys ?

Phryne forefees a general Excife. iza
Why fhe and Sappho raife that monftrous fum ?
Alas! they fear a man will coft a plum,

CoMmmMENTARY.
the real and a different imaginary motive in the fame perfon :
and then (from y 122 to 133) an maginary one, and a real the
very fame with the imaginary, in diferent perfons. This ad-
drefs the poet himfelf alludes to, ¥ 153.

Lefs mad the wildef! whimfey we can frame, &e.

Let me obferve, that this has ftill a further beauty, arifiny from
the nature of the poem, which (as we have fhewn) is partly
Sfatirical, and partly philsfophical.—With regard to the parti-
éular beauties of this difpofition, I fhall only take notice of one;
where the poet introduces the fictitious motive of Blunt's avarice,
by a wizard’s prophecy : :

s¢ At length Corruption, like a gen’ral flaod
% (Solong by watchful Minifters withfleod )
€< Shall deluge all 5 and Av’sice creeping on
“¢ Spread like a low-born mift, and blyt the § un, &'¢. I
<< See Britain funk in lucre's fordid charms,
- %¢ And France reveng’d on Amne’s and Edward’s arms ! |

For it was the poet’s purpofe, in this poem, to thew, that the :
ain and principal abufe of Riches arifes from AvARICE. '

NorTeEs,
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VER. 118. To live on Ven'-
fon] In the extravagance
and luxury of the South-fea
year, the price of a haunch of
Venifon was from three to
five pounds. P.

VER. 120. — general Ex-

cife ] Many people about the
year 1733, had a conceit that
fuch a thing was intended, of
which it is not improbable
this lady might have fome in-
timation. P,
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Wile Peter fees the World’s refpett for Gold,
And therefore hopes this Nation may be fold:

Glorious Ambition ! Peter, fwell thy ftore,

12§

And be what Rome’s great Didius was before,

The Crown of Poland, venal twice an age
: ) 5

To juft three millions ftinted modeft Gage.

But nobler {cenes Maria’s dreams unfold,

Hereditary Realms, and worlds of Gold.

130

Congenial fouls! whofe life one Av’rice joins,

And one fate buries in th’ Afturian Mines.

Much injur’d Blunt ! why bears he Britain’s hate?

A wizard told him in thefe words our fate :

NorTEs.

VER, 123. #ife Peter] PE-
TER WALTER, aperfon not
only eminent in the wifdom of
his profeffion, as a dextrous at-
torney, but allowed to be a
good, if not a fafe, convey-
ancer ; extremely refpected by
the Nobility of this land, tho’
free from all manner of luxury
and oftentation: his Wealth
was never feen, and his bounty
never heard of, except to his
own fon, for whom he pro-
cured an employment of con-
fiderable profit, of which he
gave him as much as was ze-
ceffary. ‘Therefore the taxing
this gentleman with any Am-
bition, is certainly a great
wrong to him, P

VERr, 126. Rome's great
Didius] A Reman Lawyer, fo
rich as to purchafe the Empire
when it was fet to fale upon
the death of Pertinax. P.

Ver. 127, The Crown of
Poland, &¢.] The two perfons
here mentioned were of Qua-
lity, each of whom in the Mif-
fifippi defpis’d to realize above
three hundred thoufand pounds ;
the Gentleman with a view to
the purchafe of theCrown of Po-
land, the Lady ona vifion of the
like royal nature. Theyfince
retired into Spain, where they
are {till in fearch of gold in the
mines of the Afturies. P.

VER. 133 Much “injur’d
Blunt!] Sic Jousx BLUNT,
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““ At length Corruption, like a gen’ral flood, 133
““ (So.long by watchful Minifters withftood)
« Shall deluge all; and Av’rice creeping on,

“ Spread like a low-born mift, and blot the Sun;
« Statefman and Patriot ply alike the ftocks,

““ Peerefs and Butler fhare alike the Box, 140
““ And Judges job, and Bifhops bite the town,

¢ And zﬁighty Dukes pack cards for half a crown:

¢ See Britain {unk in lucre’s fordid charms,

¢ And France reveng’d of AxnEg’s and EDWARD’S
=

€ arms

NoTEsS,

eriginally a ferivener, was one
of the firft projectors of the
South-fea company, and after-
wards one of the direGors and
chief managers of the famous
fcheme in 1720. He was al-
fo one of thofe who fuffer’d
moft feverely by the bill of
pains and penalties on the faid
directors, - He was a Diffenter
ofa moft religious deportment,
and profefs’d to be a great be-
hever. - Whether he did real-
ly credit the prophecy here
mentioned is not certain, but
it was conftantly in this very
ftyle he declaimed againft the
corruption and luxury of the
age, the partiality of Parlia-
ments, and the mifery of party-
fpirit. .. He - was particularly
éloquent  againft - Avarice in
great and noble perfons;” of

which he had indeed lived to
fee many miferable examples.
He died in the year 1772. P.

VER. 137.— Av’rice creep-
ing on, Spread like a low-born
mift, —and blot the Sun;] The
fimilitude is extremely appo-
fite, implying that this vice is
of bafe- and mean original ;
hatched and nurfed up amongft
Scriveners, Stock-jobbers, and
Citts ; and unknown, ’till of
late, to the Noblesof this land :
But now, in the fulnefs of time,
fhe rears her’ head, and afpires
to cover the moft iHluftrious
ftations in her dark and pefti-
lential fhade, The Sun, and
other luminaries of Heaven,
fignifying, in the high eaftern
ftyle, the Grandees and No-
bles of the earth.

e——— e -
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»T'wasno Court-badge,greatScriv’ner! fir’d thy brain,

Nor lordly Luxury, nor. City Gain:: 146

No, ’twas thy righteous end, atham’d to fee

Senates degen’rate, Patriots difagree,

And nobly wifhing Party-rage to ceafe,

To buy both fides, and give thy Country peace. 150
< All this is madnefs,” cries a fober fage * .

But who, my friend, has reafon in his-rage?

“ The ruling Paffion, beit what it will,

¢ The ruling Paffion conquers Reafon fill.”

CoOMMENTARY,

VER: 151, < Al this is madnefsy” ¢5¢.] But now the Sage,
who has confined himfelf to ooks, which prefcribe the government
of the paffions 5 and never looked out upon the world, where he
might fee them let loofe, and, like Milton’s devils, riding the
air in whirlwind, cries out, Al this is madnefs. "LTrue, replies
the poet (from ¥ 151to 177) but this madnef§ is a common one,
and only to be prevented by 2 {evere attention to the rule laid
down in the E/ay,

Reafon flill ufe, to Reafon fiill attend, Ep. ii. 3 68.

for with the generality of men, and without the greateft circum-
fpection,

The ruling Paffion, be 1t what it willy

The ruling Paflion conguers Reafon fiill.
But then (continues he) as wild as this paffion appeats, by the
fWél}' of its overbearing bias, it would be #ill more fenfelefs had
it no bias at all. You have feen us here intermix with the real,
the moft fantaftical and extravagant that imagination could”
for.m ; yet even thefe are lefs extravagant than a ruling Pajfion
"ffuufmzzi a conflant aim,  Would you know the reafon? then
liften to this important truth: ¢ *Tis HEAVEN itfelf that gives
¢¢ the ruling Paffion, and thereby direéts different men to dif-
% ferent emds: But thefc being exerted through the miniftry of
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Lefs mad the wildeft whimfey we can frame,; 155
Than ev’n that Paffion, if it has ne Aim ;

For tho” fuch motives Folly you may call,

The Folly’s greater to have none at all.

Hear then thetruth :  *Tis Heav’n each Paflion
¢ fends,
“ And diff’rent men dire&s to diff’rent ends. 160
“ Extremes in Nature equal good produce,
#¢ Extremes in Man concur to gen’ral ufe.

COMMENTARY.

“ NATURE (of whom the great Bacon truly obferves, modum
*¢ temere nefcia ¢ft; Aug. Scient. l. ii.c. 13.) they are very apt
¥ to run into extremes: To correct which, Heaven, at the
¢¢ fame time, added the moderatrix Reafon; not to take the
¢ ruling Paffion out of the hands and miniftry of Narure, but
€¢ to reftrain and redtify its irregular impulfes (See £/fay, Ep. ii,
$¢ F 151, & feq.) and what extremes, after this, remained un-
¢¢ corre€ted in the adminiftration of this weat Queen (¥ 140,
¢¢ Ep. ii.) the divine artift himfelf has, in his heavenly fkill and
¢¢ bounty, fet to rights; by fo ordering, that thefe of the moral,
s¢ like thofe of the natural world, fhould, even by the very
¢¢ means of their contrariety and diverfity, concur to defeat the
§¢ malignity of one another :

Extremes in Nature equal good produce,
Extremes in Man eoncur to gen’ral ufe,

$¢ For as the various feafons of the year are fupported and fuft
¢¢ tained by the reconciled extremes of /et and Dry, Cold and
¢ Heat 5 fo all the orders and degrees of civil life are kept up
“¢ by Avarice and Profufion, Selfyfinefs and Vanity, The Mifer
¢ being but the Steward of the Prodigal ; and only fo much the
¢¢_more backward as the other is violent and precipitate:”

This year a Refervoir, tokeep and [pare;

The naxt @ Fountainy fpouting thre’ bis heir,

——
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Afl we what makes one keep,: and one beftow 2

That Pow’r who bids the Ocean ebb and flow,

Bids feed-time, harveft, equal courfemaintain, 1 65

Thro’ reconcil’d extremes of drought and rain,

Builds Life on Death, on Change Duration founds,

And gives th’eternal wheels to know their rounds,

Riches, like infecs, when conceal’d they lie,

Wait but for wings, and in their feafon fly. . 179

Who fees pale Mammon pine amidft his ftore,

Sees but 2 backward fteward for the Poor ;

This year a Refervoir, to keep and fpare;;

The next, a Fountain, fpouting thro’ his Heir,

In lavith fireams to quench a Country’s thirft, 17§
And men and dogs fhall drink him till they burft,

NoTES.

VER. 153. This year a Re-
Jervoir, to keep and [pare T he
nex'y a Fountain, [pouting thrd’
his Heir,] Befides the obvious
beauties of this fine fimilitude,
#t has one {till mere exquifite,
tho’ Jefs obfervable, which is
its being taken from a circum-
ftance in the moft elegant part
of improved life. For tho’ in
Society, the follies of hoard-
mg ard {quandering may cor-
rect each other, and produce
real advantage to the whole;

3

as Referveirs and Fountains

may be both ufeful and orna-
mental amongft the other im~
provements of art; yet in 2
State of Nature either kind of
excefs would be pernicious;
becaufe, in that State, the quan-
tity of natural goods, unim-
proved by art, would not fuf-
fer, without great danger of
want to the whole body, ei-
ther an immoderate hoarding,
or a lavifh profufion. And
therefore Providence has wife
ly ordered that, in that State,

L by there being fio fantajiic
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Old Cotta tham’d his fortune and his birth;

Yet was not Cotta void of wit or worth :

What tho’ (the ufe of barb’rous fpits forgot)

His kitchen vy’d in coolnefs with his gret ? - 180

His court with nettles, moats with crefles {tor’d,

With foups unbought and fallads blefs’d his board ?

If Cotta liv’d on pulfe, it was no more

‘Than Bramins, Saints, and Sages did before';

e e e

. e

T Fa—r ¥ ¥

58§ e
e 11
e

e

.

T e p———

7

L

B

COMMENTARY.

| il VER. 177 Old Cotta fban’d his fortune &c.] “The poet now

i proceeds to fupport the principles of =1r~ l’mtoiop 1y by exampless
But before we come to' thefe, it will be neceffary to look back
upon the general cecenomy of the poem.

In the firft part, to  10g, the #uje and abufe of Riches are
Jatirically delivered in' precept. }"mm thence, to ¥ 177, the
caufes of the abufe are Pr”’.’? ophically inquired into: And from
thence to.the end, the »/e ‘and F‘EJ’-"J‘F are hifforically’ illuftrated
in examples. Where we may oblerve, that the conclufion of the
fir/t part, concerning the Mifer’s LIL‘:‘_ll’} to oihch, natural ij,
introduces the ﬁcsnr.., lw a fatirical anmurﬂ,, fhewing that he is
full as cruel to himfelf: The explanation of which extrwrdmar}
phenomenon brings thc author into the Philofophy of his fubject;

NoTESs:
wants, there fhould be nopof- | hints at'in the beginning of the
fible temptation to either. The | Epiftle:
which noble truth our poet
But when by MMan’s audacions fm}bm Won,
Flam’d j‘aat*’; this Rival to it’s Sire ] the I,fﬂ

Then ;mzﬁf Heav’n fupply'd i fﬁe rts of men,
To fquander Thefe, and Thefe to hide again. ¥ 11, &

IMiTATIONS.
VER. 182. With foups unbinght,)
— dapibus menfas onerabat inemptis.  Virg. P |
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To cram the Rich was prodigal expence, - 183
And who would take the Poor from Providence ?
Like fome lone Chartreux ftands the good old Hall,
Silence without, and Fafts within the ‘wall ;

No rafter’d roofs with dance and tabor found,
No noontide-bell invites the country round: 190
Tenants with fighs the fmoaklefs tow’rs furvey,
And turn th’unwilling fteeds another way :
Benighted wanderers, the foreft o’er,

Curfe the fav’d candle, and unop’ning door ;
While the gaunt maftiff growling at the gate, 19§

:-‘r_\'— u r = ‘ x|
Affrights the beggar whom he longs to eat.

COMMENTARY.

and this ending in an obfervation of Avarice and Profufion’s cor-
re@ting and reconciling one another, as naturally introduces the
third, which proves the truth of the obfervation from fac?. And
thus the Philafophy of his fubject ftanding between his Precepts
and Examples, ‘gives ftrength and light to both, and receives it
refleéted back again from both.

He firft gives us two examples (from ¥ 176 to 219) of thefe

oppolite ruling Pa/fions, and (to fee them in their full force)
taken from fubjecis, as he tells us, ot void. of wit or warth;
from fuch as could reafon themfelves (as we fee by ¥ 183, &
ﬁjgg. and ¥ 205, & feqq ) into the whole length of each extreme:
For the poet had obferved of the ruling pajffion, that

Wit, Spirit, Faculties, but make it worfe 3
Rmﬁn 1tfelf but gives it edge and pow’r.
Eflay, Ep. ii. ¥ 146.

Old Cotta therefore and his Son afforded him the moft happy il-
Juftration of his own doétrine.
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Not {o his Son, he mark’d this overfight, |
And then miftook reverfe of wrong for right.

240

(Fer what to {hun will no great knowledge need, |
But what to follow, is a tafk indeed.) 200 ‘

Yet {ure, of qualities deferving praife, |

More go to ruin Fortunes, than to raife, ‘

What flaughter’d hecatombs, what floods of wine;

Fill the capacious Squire, and deep Divine !

208

-

Yet no mean motive this profufion draws,

Fis oxen perifh in his country’s caufe ;

*Tis GeorGE and LiBer Ty that crowns the cup,
And Zeal for that great Houfe which eats him up,

NoTEs,
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VER. 199, (For what 1o
Soun will wo great knowledge
aced, But what to follow, is
a tafk indeed.)] The poet is
here {peaking only of the know-
ledge gained by experiente.
Now there are fo many mife-
rable examples of ill condu&,
that no one, with his eyes
open, can be at a lofs to know
what to fhun 3 but, wvery invit-
ing examples of a good con-
duct are extremely rare : Be-
fides, the mifchiefs of folly are
eminent and obvious; but the
fruits of prudence, remote and
retired  from common obfer-
vation ; and if feen at all, yet
their dependance on their caufes

2

not being dire&t and immediate;
they are net eafily underftood.

VER. 201, 202. Yet fure,
of qualities deferving praifes
More go to ruin Fortunes, than
te raife.] ‘This, tho’ a certain
truth, will, as 1 apprehend,
never make its fortune in the
City : yet, for all that, the
poet has fully approved his
maxim in the following de-
fcription.

VER. 203. What flaughter'd
hecatombs, &'c.] -Our authof
reprefents this, as it truly
was defigned, a Sacrifice to
the Church, to render it pro-
pitious, ‘in atime of danger, @
the State. Sq¢riBL: :
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The Woods recede around the naked feat, 209
The Sylvans groan—no matter—for the Fleet :
Next goes his Wool—to clothe our valiant bands,
Laft, for his Country’s love, he fells his Lands.
To town he comes, completes the nation’s hope,
And heads the bold Train-bands, and burns a Popes.
And fhall not Britain now reward his toils, 21§
Britain, that pays her Patriots with her Spoils ?
In vain at Court the Bankrupt pleads his caufe,
His thanklefs Country leaves him to her Laws,
The Senfe to value Riches, with the Art

T’enjoy them, and the Virtue toimpart, 220

VARIATION S

After y 218. in the MS.
Where one lean herring furnifh’d Cotta’s board,
And nettles grew, fit porridge for their Lord ;
Where mad good-nature, bounty m ifapply’d,
In lavifh Cvrm blaz’d awhile and dy’d;
There Providence once more fhall fhlﬂ the {cene,
And fhewing H—v, teach the golden mean.

COMMENTARY.

VER. 219, The Senfe to value Riches, &e. ] Having now large=
ly expofed the Arusk of Riches by example, not only the £ far ¥
but' the Phi lofophy of his Pﬂe M, TeC L“ICd that he fhould in the
fame way, fhew the UsE ki az:,de He therefore (from 3218
t0 249) calls for an ExamPLE, in which may be found, ._baulﬂ:

NorTESs.
VER. 219, 220. The Senfe | T enjoy them, and the Virtue to

i0 valuz Riches, with the Art, | 1mparts ] The Senfe ta value
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Not méanly, nor ambitioufly purfu’d,

With Splendor, Charity ; with Plenty, Health; 225
Oh teachus, BATnuRrsT! yet unfpoil’d by wealth !

¥ i 5 ¥ Bt = N S
Fhat fecret rare; between th’ extremes to move
X s ] M - 1 n - - . .‘ - I':‘ 5 .‘ ¥
Of mad Good-nature, and of mean Sslflove.
VARIATIONS.
After 3 226. i the MS.
That fecret rare, with afluence hardly join’d,
Which W—n loft, yet B—y ne’er could find ;
Still mifs’d by Vice, and fearce by Virtue hit,

= ; el
By G —"s goodnefs, or by S—s wit.

CommenTARY.

e Pro

th gal, the Senfe to walue Riches; againft the Vain, the
Art To engoy them ; and againft the Avaricious, the Firtue to im-
sart them, when acquired. This whole Art (he tells us) may
e comprized in_one great and general precept, which is this,
¢ That the rich man fhould confider himfelf as the fubftitute
¢ of Providence in this unequal diftribution of things; as the
¢¢ perfon who is

A -y

(?" ) P i e e] P ].'- A
48£4 £y G7 {-}.'r..’.’ﬂ‘-‘.'.:." LOE care ¢ (I8 R

8 ¥ 1 r 1 Falll ol . & -
" L0 mena the faults of fortune, or to jufify her eraces.”” And
thus the poct dlides natarally into the profecution of his {ubject

In an Zxample of tae frue Ulfe of Riches.

Richesy; is not, in the City- | be valued without Senfe. That
meaning, the Senfe in valuing | man therefore only thews he
them > Yor as Riches may be | has the fenfe te walue Riches,
ajoyed without Arsy, and #m- { who I.LL'L'-]T‘:E what'he has acquir-

parted with Jirtuey {o they may | ed, in order to enjoy one part
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ud

To Worth or Want well-weigh’d, be Bounty

oiv'n
LA
And eafe, or ¢ emulate, the care of Heav'ng 230

(Whofe meafure full o’ersiows on human race)
Mend Fortune’s fanlt, and juftify her grace.
Wealth in the grofs is death; but life diffus’d 3
As Poifon heals, in juft proportion us’d:

~ o]

In heaps, like Ambergriie, 2 {tink 1t lies, 2

D
Ly

-

ncenfe to the Skies;

(S

But well-difpers’d, 1s

P. Who ftarves by if-::a'-cs, or with Nobles eats?
The Wretch that trufts them, and the Rogue that

cheats.
1t there a Lord, who knows a chearful noon
3

21 T 1 [ . el e i r

Without a r1dc‘11c1‘, Flatt’rer; or Buffoon? 240

X7

Whofe table, Wit, or modeft

ik

Un-=elbow’d 1‘- a Gamefter, Yimp, oOri lay't i
3 2 J

Who C(’)}‘JECS Your's; or OXFORD’S better part,

oSy s T e R Ao R i
TU = ;. | {_".‘:;;.‘-,-'_“;.r e aNd rang tine INnKIiNg rcdls
o R4 X - [
e
NoTES.

5 iyl B = i . : s s
of it innocently and elevantly, | race, ir wf Fortund's fai
! 5L Ve St g ey o : | ' » .
in {uch meafure and degre€ as | aad juflify her grace

. §

LRl Bt i Pliseior SRR | - o
f1s itation may ]lJEJt'la"_-'a wnicn of the R ich n'm'
the poet calls the .#rt of énjoy- | i :
3 mui to imipart the re-

'U‘ﬁ_,'-t'\ l;:f

grr

i Y SR 2N
|-, the Ia-

o 14 s
', dlldy 4L

t 3
I % 7 4d 4 1 1001
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(7 hoj - VER. 2472 OXFORD § vef-
" ! vthaml Harle
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MORAL ESSAYS.

Er. 1L,

Where-¢’er he thines, oh Fortune, gild the {cene,

And Angels guard him in the golden Mean !

246

There, Englith Bounty yet a-while may ftand,

And Honour linger €’er it leaves the land.

But all our praifes why fhould Lords engrofs ?
Rife, honeft Mufe! and fing the Man of Ross: 250

VARIATIONS,

After ¢ 250. in the MS.

‘T'race humble worth beyond Sabrina’s fhore,
Who fings not him, oh may he fing no more !

CommENTARY,
VER. 249. But all our praifes why fhould Lords engrofs 2 Rije,
boneft Mufe ! ] This invidious expreflion of the poet’s unwilling-
nefs that the Nobility fhould ingrofs all his praifes, is ftrongly ironi-

NoTEs.

Earl of Oxford. The fon of
Robert, created Earl of Ox-
ford and Earl Mortimer by
Queen Anne. This Nobleman
died regretted by all men of
letters, great numbers of whom
had experienced his benefits.
He left behind him one of the
moft noble Libraries in Europe,
P

VER. 245. Where-c’er he
Shines, b Fortune, gild the
feeney, And Angels guard him
in the golden Mean!] This is ex-
ceedingly fublime—The fenfe
of it arifes from what had been
faid a little before of fuch a
charater’s juflifying the graces
of foriunc; which made it,

therefore, but reafonable to ex-
pect She thould continue them.
But the more conflant thefe
were, the more need had He
of fome fuperior affiftance to
keep him in the golden mean :
which the ancients feem’d fo
well apprifed of, that they gave
to every man fwe Guardian
Angels (here alluded to) as if,
without ftanding on either fide
of him, he could not poffibly
be kept long in the mean or
middle : nothing therefore could
be more feafonable than this
pathetic prayer on fo critical
an occafion, :

VeR. 250. The Man of

| Ross :] The perfon here cele-
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Pleas’d Vaga echoes thro’ her winding bounds,
And rapid Severn hoarfe applauﬂa refounds.
Whe hung with woods yon mountain’s {ultry brow P

From the dry rock who bade the waters flow ?

CoMMENTARY.

cal; their example having been given hitherto only to fhew the
gbuf of Riches. But there is great juftnefs of Defign, as well
as agreeablenefs of Manner in the preference here given to the
Man of Rofs. The purpofe of the poet is to tThew, that an im-
menf? fortune is not wanted for all the good that Riches are ca-
pable of doing ; he therefore chufes fuch an inftance, as proves,
that 2 man with five hundred pounds a year could become a
blefling to 2 whole country ; and, confequently, that the poet’s
precepts for the true ufe ¢f money, are of more general {ervice
than a bad heart will give an indifferent head leave to con-
ceive. This was a truth of the greateft importance to inculcate :
He therefore (from ¥ 249 to 297) exalts the character of a
very private man, one Mr. J. Kyrle, of Herefordfhire : And, in
ending his defcription, ftruck as it were with admiration at a
{ublimity of his own creating, and warmed with fentiments of
a gratitude he had raifed in himfelf in behalf of the public, the
poet burits out,
And what © no monumenty infeription, Jone €
His racey bis formy his name almoft unfnown 2
Then tranfported with indignation at a contrary object, he ex-
claims,
NorTEs.

brated, who with a fmall Ef- | 9o, and lies interred in the
tate actually performed all thefe | chancel of he church of Rofs
good works, and whofe true in Herefordfhire. P.
name was almoft loft (partly by We muft underftand what is
the title of the Man of Rofs given | here faid, of attually perfoerm-
him: by way of eminence, and | z7g, tomean by the contributi-
partly by being buried without | ons which the Man of Rofs, by
{fo much as an infcription) was his affiduity and intereft, col=
called Mr, John Kyrle, He | leted in his neighbourhood,
died in the year 1724, aged 3

LD
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Nat to the fkies in ufelefs columns toft, 255

Or in proud falls magnificently loft,

But clear and artlefs, pouring thro’ the plain

Health to the fick, and folace to the {wain.

Whofe Caufe-way parts the vale with thady rows?

Whofe Seats the weary T'raveller repofe ? 260

Who taught that heav’n-directed fpire to rife ?

x3

¢“The Man of Ross.”” each 11%:‘;:11rr babe replies.

Behold the Market- place with poor o’erfpread !

=

he M AN of Ross divides the weekly bread :

He feeds yon Alms-houfe, neat, but void of flate,

Where Agc and Want fit {miling at the oate : 2060

Him portion’d maids, apprentic’d orphans bleft,

]

T'he young who labour, and the old who reft.

COMMENTARY. |

44 !l.,n .' &ins di €8y A tha ".I'” i u"."." his attend
The Lr'?'r,cf?., who living [av’d a candle’s end :
Should’ :mg God’s altar a vile image _ﬂmrrh
Belies bis Jeatures, nay, extends his hands.

i

it

¥ ': |
[ 4
3

N i ey

I take notice of thisdefcription of the portentous vanity of a mi-
ferable Extortioner, chiefly for the ufe we {hall now fee he makes
of it, in carrying on his fubject.

Norss.
VEr. 256 Not to the foies | to prop the fkies, in a very dif-
i zgmﬁ columns toffy, Or in | ferent fenfe from the r’J"r:r n- |
% cud J)‘“ Is # Frrm,“mff} kft,] | diredled fpire, in the verfe that i
The ntimation, in the firft | follows : As the expreffion, in |
line, well ridicules the mad- | the fecond line, expofes the
nefs of fathionable Magnifi- | meannefs of ]t, in fa e’mg‘,wmfv,

g
cence 3 thefe columns afpiring | to 01y purpofe.
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Is any fick?
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Yl icribes, attends, the mec

[1ance ;

e Courts, a

Dti}'wairing {i};ﬁncl;s with

Is there a vz

And vile Attornevs
3. Thrice

What all {fo with,

|

Oh fay, what fums that gen'rous hanc

What mines, to {fwell t

P. Of Debts, and Taxes

This man pofleft—five ht

Bluth, Grandeur,

Ltaa{l
5 DIl

your blaza1

the Man of Ross relie

enter but his door, 277 I

happr man ! ena

but want the pow’

B s Sl Tl T

*. -
r
o

b

’cine makes, and' gives.

o

nd conteft 18 no more.

5

carfes fled the placc,

NOW -dil 11LL‘L1“‘1 race.

P G P e T e
bled to puriue 275

r to do'!

et ot il
j\r"tl}_m.: 111\1 L.hliihiﬂ Ll;ﬂn
el Hotrgpe . 1 o 07

iaired pounds a ‘,L&i L O@

= | & Tk | ot
pl’t_.‘-ud Courts, withdraw

‘lr 1'{-1-‘ P ) S K ) a2 e
ittle Stars ! hide-your h].u‘nljiu. L@ 1-1}‘\:.

i 5 i “ . —ea el 1 e
B. And what ? no monument, inicription, 1tonc
Flic var s Fnir 1 A nlmoit e
Iiis race, his 1011, 115 1dit almoit Ul 1known |
NoTES.
VER. 275. Thrice bappy ma {tance, as /01
&R ahled to Pw fue, & co— ol ;-,-;‘;-,1:, o1 ,_-;.'-:_;L lE'hp.-:'LLLl;LC to

Thefe four lines
(which the poet, with the
higheft propriety, puts in-
tf.s t?w mouth of his noble

1d) very artfully introduce
the two following, 2s by the
equivocal expreflion they aife

lefs charity ¢

our expeClations to hear of

millions, which come out," at
laft, to be only five hundred
pounds a year, A circum-

1 >
oe ]11'-. Licated.

VER., .?,E'ﬂ.'. }":' lufhs G"r.‘:-s«fr ur,
;"'-".l.'.’"j;!ii' ,-'r J).l .,a.rL Capgiri C’ T r.l ;'I"’-",
VaILr z'?u..;-a_-t, ..f \__, J.._-; l illm illll
lime m:ﬂf-;muhr they are not
l_'.l;\ Lo alc' “f.rfj O’LLFLN.C F}ra’u ’f fif H'l

virtue, for no fuch conte Luu}li
is fuppofed * but for being out-
| fhined in their own proper pre=
JI teniions to ‘n lendour and Mag-

-q

l LJ]Jl_-l_L.lli"'C- SCRIBL.

Q4
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P. Who builds 2 Church to God, and not to Fame,
Will never mark the marble with his Name: 286

Go, fearch it there, where to be born and die,
Of rich and poor makes all the hiftory ;
Enough, that Virtue fill’d the {pace between ;

Prov’d, by the ends of being, to have been.

290

When Hopkins dies, a thoufand lights attend
The wretch, who living fav'd a candle’s end :
Should’ring God’s altar a vile image ftands,

Belies his features, nay extends his hands ;

That livenlong wig which Gorgon’s felf might own,

Eternal buckle takes in Parian {tone,

296

VArRIATIONS.

VER. 287. thus in the MS,

The Regifter inrolls him with his Peor,
Tells he was born and dy’d, and tells no more.
Juit as he ought, he fill'd the Space between ;
Then ftole to reft, unheeded and unfeen,

NorTegs,

VER. 287. Go, fearch it
there,] The Parifh-regifter.

VER. 293. S&aufff?'fng
God’s altar a vile image flands,
Belies bis features, nay extends
bis bands'y] The defcription
15 inimitable. We fee him
fhould’ring  the altar like one
who impioufly affected to draw
off the reverence of God’s wor-
fhippers, from the facred ta-

ble, upon himfelf; whofe Fea-
tures too the fculptor had be-
lied by giving them the traces
of humanity : And, what was
ftill a more impudent flattery,
had infinuated, by extending
his bands, as if that humanity
had been, fome timeor other,
brought into a&.

VER. 296. Eternal buckly

| takes in Parian flone,| The
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Behold what bleffings Wealth to life can lend !
And fee, what comfort it affords our end.

In the worft inn’s worft room, with mat half~hung,
The floors of plaifter, and the walls of dung, 300
On once a flock-bed, but repair’d with ftraw,
With tape-ty’d curtains, never meant to draw,

COMMENTARY.

VER. 297. Bebold what bleffings Wealth to life can lend !

Now fee what comfort 1f aﬁ&r!ﬁ:‘ our end. |
In the fir/7 part of this Epiftle the author had fhewn, from Rea-
Jon, that Riches abufed afford no comfort either in /ife or death.
In this part, where the fame truth is taught by examples, he had,
in the cafe of Cotta and his fon, fhewn, that they afford no
comfort in Jife : the other member of the divifion remained to
be fpoken to,

Now fee what Comfort they afford our end.

And this he illuftrates (from 3 298 to 339) in defcribing the
unhappy deaths of the laft Villers, Duke of Buckingham, and
Sir J. Cutler ; whofe profufion and avarice he has beautifully
contrafted. The miferable end of thefe two extraordinary per-
fons naturally leads the poet into this humane reflexion, how-
ever ludicroudly cxpreﬂhd,

Say, for fuch worth, are other worlds prepar’d ?

Or are they both, in this, thetr own reward?

NorTEs.

poet ridicules the wretched i of the fcene of action, in fe-
tafte of carving large perri- | veral parts of this poem, the
wigs on bufto’s, of which there | poet’s imagination has painted
are feveral vile examples in | with fuch truth and fpirit, that
the tombs at Wefkminfter and | one would believe he had been
elfewhere. P. upon the fpot, whereas he on-

VER. 299. Inthewor/t inn’s | ly hit upon what was, from a
worf} room, &5c.] It is remark- | clear conception of what was
able, that, in the defcription | natural and likely,

= -

|
J M
|

e e =

——
el ot g




220 MORAL ESSAYS. Epr i
The George and Garter dangling from that bed
Where tawdry yellow ftrove with dirty red,
Great Villers lics—alas | how chang’d from him,
That life of pleafure, and that foul of whim ! 300
Gallant and gay, in Cliveden’s proud alcove,

The bow’r of wanton Shrew{bury and love ;

Or juft as gay, at Council, in a ring

Of mimick’d Statefmen, and their merry King. 310
No Wit to flatter, left of all his fiore !

No Fool to laugh at, which he valu’d mare.

CoMmMeEnTARY.
And now, as if fully determined to refolve this doubtful quef-
tion, he aflumes the air and importance of a Profeflor ready
addrefs’d to plunge himfelf into the very depths of theology :
A knotty point | to which we now procecd—
when, on a fudden, the whole fcene is changed,
But you are tir’d.— Pl tel] 4 tale—Agreed,

And thus, by the moft eafy tranfition, we are come to the o=
cluding dactrine of his poem.

NOTE 5

VER. 305. Great Villirs [ the Thames, built by the D.
lies—] This Lord, yet more Jl of Buckingham. P.
famous for his vices than his |  VER. 308. Shrewfbury] The
misfortunes, after having been | Countefs of Shrewfbury, a wo-
pollefs’d of about- 56,0007 | man abandoned to gallantries,
a year, and pafied thro’ many | The Earl ber hulband: was
of the higheft pofts in the | kill’d by the Duke of Bucking-
kingdom, died in the year | hamin a duel ; and it has been
1687, ina remote inn inYork- faid, that during the combat
fhire,' reduced to the utmoft | fhe held the Duke’s horfes' in

mifery. P. the habit of 2 page: P.
. VER. 307. Cliveden] A de- VER: 312. No Fol s laugh
1

lightful palace, on the banksof at, which be valued mere.] Fhat
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And well (he e thought)ad

As well his Grace reply’d,

(4 dila mi ! 1 3 |
¢ That.l can qo,

1 SSESE] p
InCaion,

no wonder
nt Thould have this

tafte. i*'u:' the taking plea-
fure in fools, for the fake of
langhi nothing
elfe but the complaifance of

,ur" wr Hrfl ‘-1 i:‘\
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between itlelf and the
ject laughed ar. Hence tco
Ve may {ve the Reafon of
mens p.:._-.grn:'.t*' this to other
kinds of flattery. ‘or we are
always nclined

to think that
work beft done which we do
ourfelves.

YV ER. 313 There, Vict
(‘?um:, i'(a' t-*’d-";
And fame—] The m.].. im-
}a ies the difficulty he bad to get
L.|L better of .Hl the QCI 1.!1(‘.I1E"’]-

IFAICes.
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And it is trug, as

is Grace’s fate fage Cutler conld forefee,

v

when all 1 have is

i ot
which of thefe is worle,

ESSAYS. 2
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of fortune, friends,

lord of llh.lti‘w thoufands ends

315

i1s°d him, “Likelike me.”

Like you, Sir John?

ogone.”’

-

r

h an empty purie? - 320
i o -

his hiftory informs us, he had
the impediment of good parts,
from time to

y by 0 -
which, time, a

little hinc mr.d and retarded
his Viéd ;
\ ER ';'Ir}. Py

Reafon, LL'ir of thefe is s worfes
I an 1‘ ﬂUrr'r f.fjr'*f or qvith an
4 The poet Lml
well in ‘;*n..l'}':ng to

™

.h._fr.l} .f.-,
he parties concerned;
A
1y, had made buta
The ab-
purie

ecifton.
an empty
would have certainly pervert-
ed the ]J"—"‘ll‘LI;t of Want with
a full one : And the longings
for a :':L‘;l one would plﬂb.tbl}’
have as much mifled WWant with
an enipty ones Whereas Rea-
olues this matter In a
" There being a poflibi-

frice.

litv that Want with an emply
purfe may be relieved ; but
none, that Want with a full

pur, [e ever can.
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Thy life more wretched, Catler, was confefs’d,
Arife, and tell me, was thy death more blefy’d ?
Cutler faw tenants break, and houfes fall,

For very want ; he could not build 2 wall,

His only daughter in a firanger’s pow'r, 328
For very want ; he could not pay a dow'r,

A few grey hairs his rev’rend temples crown’d,
*T'was very want that fold them for two pound,
What ev’'n deny’d a cordial at his end,

Banifl’d the do&or, and expell’d the friend ? 330
What but a want, which you perhaps think mad,
Yet numbers feel, the want of what he had !
Cutler and Brutus, dying both exclaim,

“ Virtue ! and Wealth ! what are ye but a name !”’

NoTEs,

VER. 322. —Cutler—Arife
and tell me, &¢.]7 This is to
be underftood as a folemn evo-
tation of the Shade of this il
luftrious knight, in the manner
of the Ancients ; who ufed to
call up their departed Heroes
by two things they principally
toved and deteffed, as the moft
potent of all charms. Hence
this Sage is conjured by the
powerful mention of a ful,
and of an empty pur fe. Scrier.

VER. 333, Cutler and Bru-
tus,dying both exclaim,“* Virtue!
*¢ and wealth | what are ye but

X

*¢ a name!””] There isa greater
beauty in this comparifon than
the common reader is aware
of. Brutus was, in morals at
leaft, a Steic, like his uncle.
And how much addi@ed to
that fect in general, appears
from his profeffing himfelf of
the old academy, and being 2
moft paffionate admirer of An-
tiochus Afcalomites, an effential
Stoic, if ever there was any.
Now Stoical virtue was, as our
author- truly tells us, not exer-
¢ife, but apathy—Contraiied
ally retiring to the breafl, In
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Say, for fuch worth are other worlds prepar’d ?

Or are they both, in this their own reward ? 33

A knotty point ! to which we now proceed.

But you are tirrd—TI’1l tell a tale

B. Agreed.

P.Where London’s column, pointing at the fkies

Like a tall bully, lifts the head, and lyes; 240
-’r-' v 2 i

o

VARIATIONS:

VER. 337. in the former Editions,

That knotty point, my Lord, fhall I difcufs,
Or tell a tale § —A Tale. —It follows thus,

COMMENTARY.

VER. 339. Where London’s column, &e. | For, the foregoing
examples. of profufion and awvarice having been given to thew;
that mifapplied wealth was ot enjoyed ; it only remained to prove
that in fuch circumftances wealth became the beawieff punifo-
ment 3 and this was the very point to be concluded with, as the
great MorAaL of this inftructive poem; which 1s to teach us,
bow mifexable men make theomfelvss by not endeavouring to refirain
the ruling Paffion, the' it be indeed implanted in the conflitution of

NoTEs.

a word, like Sir f. Cutler’s
purfe, nothing for ufe, but
kept clofe fhut, and centerd
all within himfelf.—Now wir-
tue and wealth, thus circum-
ftanced, are indeed no other
than mere names.

VER. 339. Where London’s
column, ] 'I'he Monument, built
I memory of the fire of Lon-
don, with an infcription, im-
porting that city to have been
burnt by the Papifts. P.

VER. 340. Like a tall bully,
lifts the head, and lies.] Tho
Scriblerus is not infenfible to
the humour of this line; yet
his gravity makes him wifh
that the City-monument had
been honoured with a compa-
rifon of more dignity. He
thinks, particularly, it {hould
rather have been compared to
the Court-champion; as, like
him, it only fpoke the fenfe of
the Government ; which, af
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There dwelt a Citizen of {ober fame,
A plain good man, and Balaam was his name ;
Religious, punctual, frugal, and {o forth;
His word would pafs for more than he was worth.
One folid dith his week-day meal aftords, 343
An added pudding folemniz’d the Lord’s:
ConftantatChurch, and Change ; his gains were {ure;
His givings rare, fave farthings to the poor:

'The Dev’l was piqu’d fuch faintthip to behold,

And long’d to tempt him like good Job of old: 3350

CoOMMENTARY.

things 5 while; at the fame time; it is an anfwer to the latter part
of the queftion,

Say; for [fuch worth are other worlds prepar’d ?

Or are they both, in this theiv own reward 2
For the folution of which only, this example was jocularly pre-
tended to have been given.

All this the poet has admirably fupported, in the artful con-
ftruction of his fable of Sir Balaam ; whofe chara&ter is fo drawn,
as to let the reader fee he had it in his power to regulate the
ruling Paffion by reafon, as m\.mn‘ in himfelf the feeds of Tifte-
grity, Rf-][’”m‘-p and Sobriety. Lhefe sre “ndualf}f worked out
by an infatiable ﬁ' /" of T frfu’,, and this again (thro® a falfe
fenfe of his own 2 111*165 in acquiring it} fucceed erl by as immo-
derate ‘a f’“'ff”" * Which will lead us to' another beauty in the
management of °h“ otory. ‘For, in order to fee, in one conclud?

NOTEr:.

that “time, no man could have | minds s:. men to [uch a degrees
denied without the danger'of a | that it feems f?’ff‘-f/f wanderful
challenge, of TLm, at lealt : | :
.;Jr-‘ttj,-:c:{"'[_fl,* IL..] oblerves iy l
I

lem, was net im ‘m.m to

the Papifts as perempiorily*as

e | the Fite. Difl. LipDIlIJH’.ii“én
2

a jealon v Lf.*" Popery b 4 th
- o d - r' e




Ep. T1I. MORAL
But Satan now is wifer

And ten

ES

than of yore,

SAYS,

ipts by making rich, not making poor.

Rouz’d by the Prince of Air, the whirlwinds { weep

The furge, and plunge his Father in the deep ;

Then full againft his Cornifth lands they roar, 355

And two rich fhij p-Wr recks blefs the lucky thore.

COMMENTARY.

o Fry 1A
INng exampie,

was neceflary to fet before the Reader
profufion at once.
zen and the Nob: "r, therefore, which were feparated

ed from avarice and

the miferies of exorbitant wealth ill employed 5 it

all the mifufe, that ow-
The vices of the Citi-
and contraft-

ed in the foregoing inftances, are here fhewn ll]Lthljﬂlf’tLd in

a Courtly Cit.

[

1lJ\ Lul‘: IJLL‘}I]H

ftudied in human nature know the contrary :
Juz profufus, is hupu.mh as much one as either the pro-
Indeed,
roduces a new beauty.

iufe or avaricious apart.
racy, U] it it p
*m; kinds, the
had given Lulmrtm s mf before,
plete his

me only {1bit_ru, farther, that the "umrJt

imple and the complex.

; philofophic plany but concludir ng with the latter

Perl haps it will be faid, timt the charaéter has,
the appearance of two ruling “ﬁ'“?j-"‘a : but thofe

and that alieni ap-

this is fo far from an inaccu-

]. h{,’ R'f .l".r fﬁ.).fr”' 15 L"Ii
The firft {'(: the poet
Nothing then rema iined to com-

Let

in this. Tale, has art-

fully fummed up and recapitulated thofe Ehi:f‘ principal mifchiefs

in the ab hufe of money, which tl

\e [atirical part of this poem

throughout was employed to expofe, namely AVARICE, Pro-

FUSTON, 4

nd pusric Corrup

TION.

NoTEs.

Ver. 355, Cornyb]. The
author has placed the fcene of
thefe thipwrecks in Cornwall,
niot only from their frequency
on that coaft, but from the in-
humanity of the inbabitants to
thofe to whom that misfortune
arrives : When a fhip happens

l

to be ftranded there, they have
been known to bore ]mh_.'w in it‘,
to prevent its getting off; t
plunder, and fumf_thm.s even to
maflacre the people : Nor has
the Parliament of England been
yet able wholly to iuupru:s thefe
barbarities. P,
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Sir Balaam now, he lives like other folks,
He takes his chirping pint, and cracks his jokes:
“ Live like yourfelf,” was foon my Lady’s word ;
Andlo! two puddings{moak’d upon the board. 360
Afleep and naked as an Indian lay,
An honeft factor ftole a Gem away :
He pledg’d it to the knight ; the knight had wit,

So kept the Di’'mond, and the rogue was bit.

Some f{cruple rofe, but thus he eas’d his thought,

¢ I'llnow give fix-pence where I gave a groat ; 366

¢ Where once I went to church, I'll now go twice-—

““ And am fo clear too of all other vice.”’

The Tempter {aw his time ; the work he ply’d;

Stocks and SubfCriptions pour on ev’ry fide, 370

NoTeEs.

VER. 360. And Iy ! &e.]
The poet had obferved above,
that when the luxurioufly-fel-
fith had got more than they
knew how to ufe, they would
try to do more than live 5 in-

ftead of imparting the leaft
pittance of it to thofe whom
fortune had reduced to do /s
than live : The Vanity of
which chimerical projeét he
well expofed in thefe lines:

What Riches give us let us then enguire,
Meat, Firey and Cloaths. What more 2 Meat, Claths, and Fire,

But here, in one who had not
yet learnt the art of difguifing
the Poverty of Wealth by the
Refinements of Luxury, he

fhews, with admirable hu-
mour, the ridicule of that
project :

And lo ! two Pud _.-"'-‘,-.—;_:.r:,;';,f whon fie boara;




Ep. III.

*Till all the D2mon mak

|
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es his full defcent

In one abundant thow’r of Cent per Cent,

Sinks deep within him,

and poffeffes whole,

Then dubs Dire&or, and fecures his foul.

Behold Sir Balaam, now a man of {pirit,

LS
~J
:'J—l

Afcribes his gettings to his parts and merit ;
What late he call’d a Blefling, now was Wit,
And God’s good Providence, a lucky Hit.

Things change their titles, as our manners turn :

His Compting-houfe employ’d the Sunday-morn;

Seldom at Church (‘twas fuch a bufy life)

But duly fent his family

N o

i'rE R. 3: Hr - -E-'r: ;’-'.f1 iriey JEL
™oy 5 .
calld a Bleffing, now was Wit,

&¢.] This is an admirable pic- |

ture of human nature : In th
entrance on life, all, but cox-
combs-born, are modeft ; and
efteem the favours of their fu-
periors to be marks of their
benevolence : But, if thefe fa-
vours happen to increafe ; then,
inftead of advancing in grati-
tude to our benecfa - we
only improve in the good opi-
nion of outfelves ; and the con-
of fuch favours
make us confider them no long-
er as accommodations to our
wants, or the hire of our
fervice, but debts due to our
Vor. II1

FE R

i e
ACTOTIS,

flant returns

(6]

381

and wife.

T E 8,

, | merit: Yet, at the fame time,

| to do juftice to our common
‘ nature, we fhould obferve,
| that this do=s not proceed fo
often from downright vice as s
imagined, but frequently from
mere infirmity 3 of which, the
reafon is evident; for, having
fmall knowledge, and yetan

exceffive opinion, of ourfelves,
| we eftimate our merit by the
paffions and caprice of others;
this pevhaps would not be

and
{o much amifs, were we not
apt to take their favours for a
declaration of the fenfe of our
How often, for in-
ftance. has it been feen, in
the feveral learned Profeflions,

R

merits.
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Ep. III.

There (fo the Dev'l ordain’d) one Chriftmas-tide
My good old Lady catch’d a cold, and dy/d.

A Nymph of Quality admires our Knight ; 385
He marries, bows at Coust, and grows polite :
Leaves the dull Cits, and joins (to pleafe the fair)
‘The well-bred cuckolds in St. James’s air :

Firft, for his Son a gay Commiffion buys,
Who drinks, whores, fights, and in a duel dies -

His daughter flaunts a Vifcount’s tawdry wife ; 391
She bears a Coronet and P—x for life,

In Britain’s Senate he a feat obtains,
And one more Penfioner St. Stephen gains,

My Lady falls to play ; {fo bad her chance, 305

J

He mufl repair it; takes a bribe from France 3

N-oTEs.

that a Man,>who, had he con-
tinued in his: primeéval mean-
nefs, would have circumfcribed
his knowledge within the mo-
deft limits: of Socrates ; yet,
being pufh’d up, as the phrafe
15, has felt himfelf growing into

a Heoker, a- Hales, or a Syden-
bam 3 while, in the rapidity of
his courfe, he imagined he faw,
at every new ftation, a new
door of {cience opening to him,
without {0 much as ftaying for
a Flatterer to let him in ?

Beatus enim Jam

Cum pulehyris yunicts Sumet nova confilia.

IMiTarions.

X7

YER. 3‘:‘:' .-ffﬁ:!f Qe more Pi‘é‘i (taner Sf, E‘-[g'_f;,af:l .5,1 E'(E;.ﬂj,}

4

—atque unum civem donare S7y /= Juv.
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‘The Houfe impeach him ; Coning{by harangues ;
The Court forfake him, and Sir Balaam hangs:
Wife, fon, and daughter, Satan! are thy own,
His wealth, yet dearer, forfeit to the Crown: 400
The Devil and the King divide the prize,

And fad Sir Balaam curfes God and dies.

NoTEs.

VER. g01. The Devil and |
ihe King divide the Prize.] This |
is to be underftood in a very |
fober and decent fenfe; as a Sa-
tire only on fuch Minifters of
State which Hiftory informs us
have been found, who aided
the Devil in histemptations, in |
order to foment, if not tomake,

|
;

Plots for the fake of confifca- ‘

tions. So fure always, and juft
is our author’s fatire, even in
thofe places where he feems
moft to have indulged himfelf
only in an elegant badinage.
But this Satire on the abufe of
the general Laws of forfeiture
for high - treafon, which all

Vo, L

well-policied communities have
found expedient to provide
| themfelves withal, is by no
means to be unaerticmd as a re-
flexion on the Law xthcmﬁ'lves,
whofe necc"ﬁtj equity, and
even lenity have been excel-
lently well vindicated in that
very learned and elegant Dif-
courfe, intitled Some Confider-

ations on the Law of Forfeiture
for bigh Treafon. Third Edi-

tion, London, 1748.}

VER. ulte— curfes God and
dies.] i, e, Fell ~under’ the
temptation ; alluding to the
ftory of Job referred to above.
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Richard Boyte, Earl of Burlington,

ek Ak C N e DN

Of the Ufe of RIC HES.

The Vanity of Expence in People of Wealth and Quality.
The abufe of the word Tafte, ¥ 13. That the firkt
principle and foundation, in this as in every thing elfe,
75 Good Senfe, ¥ 40. The chief proof of it is to fol-
low Nature, even in works of mere Luxury and Ele-
gance.  Infianced in ArchiteQure and Gardening,
where all myft be adapted to the Genius and Ulfe of the
Place, and the Beauties not forced into it, but refult-
1ig fromit, ¥ 50. Howmen are difappointed in their
moft expenfive undertakings, for want of this true Foun-
dation, without which nothing can pleafe long, if at
all 5 and the beft Examples and Rules will but be per-
verted into fomething burdenfome or ridiculous, ¥ 65,
&c. to 92. A defeription of the falfe Tafte of Mag-
nificence 5 the firft grand Error of which is to ima-
gine that Greatnels confifts in the Size and Dimen-
fion, nftead of the Proportion and Harmony of 2be
whole, ¥ 97. and the fecond, either in joining together

\
i
¥

| I]
i)
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Parts incoherent, o7 foo minutely refembling, or iz
the Repetition of the lame foo frequently, ¥ 105, &c.
A word or two of falfe Tafte in Books, in Mulic, iz
Painting, even in Preaching end Prayer, and laftly in
Entertainments, ¥ 133, &c. 2¢ PROVIDENCE -is

Juftified in giving Wealth to be [quandered in this man-

ner, fince it is difperfed to the Poor and Laporious part
of mankind, ¥ 169 [recurring 1o what 15 laid down
in the firft book, Ep.ii. and in the Epiftle preceding this,

¥ 159, &c.} What are the proper Objelts of Magni-

ficence, and a proper field for the Expence of Great'Men,
¥ 147, &c. and finally, the Great and Public Works
awbich hecome g Princés ¥ 191, to the end.

R 4
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EPLS TL E IV

3 1s {trange, the Mifer thould his Cares employ
R gain thofe Riches he can ne’er enjoy :
Is it lefs ftrange, the Prodigal thould waft

His wealth, to purchafe what he ne’er can tafte ? ‘

COMMENTAR Y.

: . : _

Ep1sTLE IV.] The extremes of Avarice and Profufion being |
treated of in the foregoing Epiftle; this takes up one particular ‘
branch of the'latter, the Vanity of Expence in people of wealth
and quality 3 and is therefore 2 corollary to the preceding, juft
as the Epiftle on the Characters of Wamien is to that of the ‘
Iﬂm-za—w‘h{g; and Charasters of Men. "It is equally remarkable for
exactnels of method with the reft. Buf the nature of the fub-
Je&t, which is lefs philofophical, makes it capable of being ana-
lifed in a much narrower compafs, =

VER, 1. 'Tis firange, &5¢c.] The poet’s introdu&ion (from
y 1 to 29) confills of a very curious remark, arifing from his
intimate knowledge of nature; together with an illuffrazionof
it, taken from 'his obfervations on life. It is this, That the
Prodigal no more enj-ys his Profufion, than the Mifer. his Ra-
pacity. It was generaly. theught that Avarice only kept with-
cut enjoyment; but the poet here firft acquaints us with a cir= ‘

cumfitance in human life much more to be lamented, viz. that
FProfufion too can communicate without it ; whereas £ njoyment
was thought to be as peculiarly thé reward of the beueficent paf-
fions {of which this has the appearance) as want of enjoyment
was the punithment of the felfifh. The phenomenon obferved
15 odd enough. But if we look more narrowly into this matter,
we fhall find, that Prodigality, when in purfuit-of Tafle, is
enly a Mode of Vanity, and confequently as felfith a paflion as
even avarice itlelf; and it is of the ordonance and conftitution
of all felfith paflions, when growing to excefs, to defeat their
own end, which is Se/f-enjoyment. ~ But befides the accurate

a
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Not for himfelf he {ees, or hears, - or-€ats 3 5
Artifts muft chufe his Pictures, Mulic, Meats :
He buys for Topham, Drawings and Defigns,
For Pembroke Statues, dirty Gods, and Coins ;
Rare monkith Manufcripts for I-Iearne alone,

And Books for Mead, and Butterflies for Sloane. 10

CoMMENTARY,

philofophy of this obfervation, there is a fine Morality contained
in it ; namely, that ill-got Wealth is not only as ;H:ﬁj.ﬂ ably,
but as uncamfortably fqull\‘f*1cal asit was raked together; which
the poet himfelf further infinuates in ¥ 15.

What brought Sir Vifla's 1ll-got wea 1th #2 wafl.
KEi

—"i'—I.L then. lluftrates the 2 bove obfervation by divers examples
in. eyecy branch of ¢ fﬂ 7¢ 3 and to et their abfurdities in
th 11m-1 reft 1-1'-.1.t he, in conclufion, contrails them with {e-
. trug, in the ] ubhll an to whom the Epi-

UK ?‘}F
uml inftances i the
tle 1s .1(1J1u.lw 'i'll'r difpefition 1s pmum,uw of various beau-
t.t ; for; by this meat , the Introductim becomes 21l epitome of
e body of the Epi lh_ % v,nuh as we fhall fee, confilts of ge-
nue.l refleCtions on Tafie, and pa ;hw ar examples of bad and
good.  And his friend’s Example concl luding the Intro duction,
ldeb the poet rm.u.u lly into the fu bject itfelf 3 for the Lord,

here celebrated for his r*u\:d ['afte, was now at hand to deliver
the firft and fundamental, precept of it himfelf; whigh gives au-
thority and dignity to all Ltmt follow.

N.o TES-

Ver. 7. Fopham] A Gen- | confequently the at
tleman famous for a ]hdlUuLiH here 'u'nul tluL God
collection of Drawings. P renown, is noet In dif}

Ver. 8, For Pembre he Sta- | ment of their worth, but 10
tues, dirty Gods, and Ceins.]-| high com mmendation of their
T hL. author imnllfb here not as | genuine pretenfions. Sc RIBL.
a Philofopher or Divine, butas VER. g. Raremoi Lifh 411(:-
a Corno'(Jour 2nd Antiquary ; | nwforipts for Hear ¢ alone, )
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Er. 1V,

Think we all thefe are for himfelf  no more
Than his fine Wife, alas! or finer Whore.
For what has Virro painted, built, and planted ?

Only to thow, how many Taftes he wanted. 14
What brought Sir Vifto’s ill got wealth to wafte ?

Some Damon whifper'd, * Vifto! have a Tafte,”

NoTeEs.

This is not to be underftood
i the ftrictnels of the letter,
as' if Mr. Tho. Hearne enjoy-
ed thefe rarities without a par-
taker; for he has been often
known to exemplify thefe pre-
cious relics under the autho-
rity of the Clarendon Print-
ing-houfe, where the good feed
has fometimes produced forty
or fifty fold. Hence, and from
their ftill continuing as much
raritics as ever, it may be rea-
fonably concluded they were
not the delight of Mr. T.
Hearne alone. ScripL.

VER. 10. And Books Sfor
Mead, and Buiterflies for
Sleane.] Two eminent Phyfi-
cians 3 the one had an excel-
lent Library, the other the
nineft colleétion in Europe of
natural curiofities 3 both men
of great learning and huma-
nity. P.

VER. 12. Thankis fine Wife,

alas I or finer Whore.] By the
Author’s manner of putting to-
gether thefe two different Uten~
ils of falfe Magnificence, it ap-
pears, that, properly fpeaking,
neither the /7ife nor the W hore
is the real Oi)j-f& of modern
tafte, but the Finery only :
And whoever wears it, whe-
ther the Wife or the Whore,
it matters not; any further
than that the /atter is thought
to deferve it beft, as appears
from her having moft of it;
and fo indeed becomes, by ac-
cident, the more fafhionable
Thing of the two. ScrIBL.

VER. 17. Heav’n vifits with
a Tafle the wealthy fool,] The
prefent rage of Zafle, in this
overflow of general Luxury,
may be very properly repre-
fented by a defolating peflilence,
alluded to in the word vifit,
where Zaffz becomes, as the
poet fays, that

— == planetary Plague, when Fove
Does oer fome high-vic'd City hang bis poifon

D she fick air ——=
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Heav’n vifits with a Tafte the wealthy fool,

And needs no Rod but Ripley with a Rule.

See ! fportive fate, to punith aukward pride,
Bids Bubo build, and fends him fuch a Guide ; 20
A ftanding fermon, at each year’s expence,

That never Coxcomb reach’d Magnificence !
f o

You thow us, Rome was glorious, not profulfe,

And pompous buildings once were-things of Ufe,

VARIATIONS.

After ¥ 22. in the MS.

Mutft Bifhops, Lawyers, Statefmen, have the fkill
To build, to plant, judge paintings, what you-will?
"Then why not Kent as well our treaties draw,
Bridgman explain the Gofpel, Gibs the Law ¢

NOTES.

VER. 18. Ripley] This man
was a carpenter, employed by
a frft Minifter, who raifed
him 'to an Architect, without
any genius in the art; and af-
ter fome wretched proofs of his
infufficiency in public Build-
ings, made him Comptroller
of the Board of works. P,

VER. 19. See! [portive fate,
to punifh aukward pride, ]
Pride is one of the greateft
mifchiefs, as well as abfurdi-
ties of our nature; and there-
fore, as appears both from
profane and facred Hiftory,
has ever been the more pecu-
liar object of divine vengeance.

X

But autward Pride intimates
fuch abilities in its owner, as
eafes us of the apprehenfion
of much m.rﬁfjf.-,_-‘f from it; fo
that the poet {uppofes fuch a
one fecure from the ferious re-
fentment of Heaven, though
it may permit fate or fortune
to bring him into the public
contempt and ridicule, which
his native badnefs of heart fo
well deferves,

VERr. 23. The Earl of Bur-
lington was then publifhing the
Defigns of Inigo Jones, and the
Antiquities of Rome by Palla-
die. P.

e e
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Yet fhall (my Lord) your juft, your noble rules 23
Fill half the land with Imitating-Fools ;
Who random drawings from your fheets fhall takesy

And of one beauty many blunders make;
Load fome vain Church with old Theatric ftate,

Turn Afcs of triymph to a Garden-gate ; 30

NoTES.

VER. 28. Andof one beau-
ty many blunders make;] Be-
caufe the road to Taffe, like
that to Truth, is but one ; and
thofe to Error and Abfurdity a

thoufand. :
VER. 29, Load Jfome vain

Church with old Theatric flate, ]
Tn which theré isa complication
of abfurdities, arifing both from
their different #atures and forms:
For the one being for holy
[ervice; and the other only
for civil amufement, it is m-
poflible that the profufe and
lafcivious ornaments of the lat-
ter fhould become the rete-
nué, reverence, and fanctity
of the other. Nor will any ex-
arnples of this vanity of orna-
ment iii the facred buildings of
antiquity juftify this imitation;
§or thofe ornaments might be
very fuitable to 2 Temple of
Bacchus, orV enus,which would
1l become the fobriety and pu-
rity of the prefent Religion.

Again, we fhould confider,
that the ufual form of a The-

. chiteCtonic ornaments to “bg

placed on the outward face ;
whereas thofe of a Church may
be as commodioufly, and are
more properly put within ; par-
gicularly in greatand clofe pent-
up, Cities, where the inceflant
driving of the fmoke, in a lit-
tle time corrodes and deftroys
a1l outward ornanrents of - this
kind ; efpecially if the mem-
bers, as is the common tafte,
be fmall and little. 2
OurGothic anceftors had jufter ..
and manlier notions than thefe
modern mimics of Greek and
R oman magnificence which,
becaufe the thing does honour.
to their genius, L fhall endea-
vour to explain. All our anci-
ent churches are called, without
diftin&ion, Gothic; but errone-
oufly. They are of two forts 3
the one built in the Saxon times;
the other during our Norman
race of kings. Several Cathe-
dral and Collegiate Churches of
the firft fort are yet remaining,
either in whole or in part; of

atre would only permit the ar-

which this was the Originak: |
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Reverfe your Ornaments; and hang them all

On fome patch’d dog-hole ek’d with ends of wall;

N oTE 8.

When the Saxon kiags became
chriftian, their piety, (which
was the piety of the times) con-
{ifted in building Churches at
home, .and performing pilgri-
mages to the Holy Land : and
thefe fpiritual exercifes affifted
and ' fupported one another.
For the moft venerable as well
as moft elegant models of re-
ligious edifices were then in
Paleftine. ~From thefe our
Saxon Builders took the whol

of their ideas, as may be {cen
by comparing the drawings
which travellers have given us
of the churches yet ffanding in
that CL‘:u:itr'j_.-',. with the Saxon
remains of what we find at
home ; and particularly in thot
famenefs of ftyle in the later
religious edifices of the Knights
Templars (profelledly built up-
on the model of the church of
the holy Sepulchre at Jerufalem)
with the earlier remains of our
Saxon Edifices. Now the ar-
chitecture of the Holy Land was
entirely Grecian, but greatly
fallen from itsancient elegance.
Our Saxon performance was in-
deed a bad copy of it, and as
much inferior to the works of St,
Helene, as her’s were to the
Girecian models fke had follow-
ed - Yet ftill the footfteps of an-

cient art appeared in the circu-
lar arches, the entire columns,
the divifion of the entablature,
into a fort of Architrave, Frize
and Cornich, and a folidity e-
qually diffufed over the whole
mafs. This, by way of diftinc-
tion, I would call the Saxon
Architecture.

But our Norman works had
a very different original. When
the Gaths had conquered Spain,
and the genial warmth of the
climate, and the religion of the
old Inhabitants, had ripened
their wits, and inflamed their
miftaken piety (both kept in
exercife by the neighbourhood
of the Saracens, thro’ emula-
tion of their fcience and aver-
fion to their fuperftition,) they
flruck out a new {pecies
of Architeéture unknown to,
Greece and Rome ; upon ori-
ginal principles, and ideas much
nobler than what had given
birth even to claflical magni-
ficence. For having been ac=
cuftomed, during the gloom
of paganifm, to worfhip the
Deity in GROVES (a practice
common to all nations) When
their new Religion required co=
vered edifices, they ingenioufly
projected to make them refem-
ble Groves, as nearly as the
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Then clap four flices of Pilafter on’t,
That, lac’d with bits of ruftic, makes a Front,

NorTEs.

diftance of ArchiteGure would
permit ; at once indulging their
old prejudices, and prowdmg
for their prefent conveniencies,

by a cool receptable in a fultry
climate. And with what art
and fuceefs they executed the
projeét appears from “hence,
That no attentive obferver ever
viewed a regular Avenue of
well grown trees intermixing
their branches over head, but it
prefently put him in mind of
the long Vifto thro” a Gethic
Cathedral; or ever entered one
of the larger and ‘more elegant
Edifices of this ‘kind, but it
reprefented to his imagination
an Avenue of trees. And this
alene is that which can be truly
called the GorHic ftyle of
Building.

Under this'idea of fo extra-
ordinary a fpecies of Architec-
ture, all the irregular trani-
oreffions ‘againft art, all the
monftrous offences againft na-
ture, difappear; every thing
has its reafon, every thing is
in order, and an harmonious
‘Whole arifes from the ftudious
application of means proper and
proportioned to-the end. For
could the Arches be otherwife
than pointed when the Work-
man was to imitate that curve
which - branches make by their

interfe@ion with one another !
Or could the Calumns be other-
wife than fpilt into diftinct
fhafts, when they were to re-

prefent the Stems of a group of

Trees? On the fame principle
was formed the {preading rami-
fication of the {tone-work in
the windows, and the ftained
glafs in the interftices ; the one
being to reprefent the branches,
and the other ‘the leaves of an
opening Grove; and both con-
curring to preferve that gloomy
light infpiring religious horror.
Laftly, we fee the reafon of
their ftudied averfion to appa-
rent folidity in thefe ftupen-
dous mafles, deemed fo ab-
furd by men accuftomed to
tle apparent as well as real
ftrength of Grecian Architec-
ture, Had it beenonly a wan-
ton exercife of the Artift’s
{kill, to fhew he could give
real ftrength without the ap-
pearance of any, wemight in-
deed admire his {uperiorfcience,
but we muft néeds condemn his
ill judgment. But when one
confiders, that this furprizing
lightnefs was neceflary to com-
plete the execution of his idea
of a rural place of worfhip; one

cannot fufficiently admire the

ingenuity of the contrivance.

‘I*his - too will account for
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Shall call the winds thro’ lon arcades to roar
g 3

D
L]

Proud ‘to catch cold at a Venetian door 3

Confcious they act a true Palladian part,

And if they ftarve, they ftarve by rules of art.

No

the contrary qualities in what
I call the Sm»ou Architeliure.
Thefe artifts copied, as has
been faid, from the churches
;I‘ t"-“ holy Land

5 vhich were
on the models of Grecian
|]'_.'

ar Lh1t_8urt' bL_t corrupted by

prevailing ba barifm ; and ftill
ll v
urther H.\, raved by a religtous

idea. The n!it places of Chri-

ftian worfhip were Sepulchres
and {ubterraneous
places, -of neceflity,
heavy. When Chriftianity be-
came the Religion of the
State, and fumptuous Temples
began to be c;n,clui }wy yet,
in re*a.d to the firlt pious

Caverns,

low and

ages, prefc rved the malflive
Style : whi-:h was made ftill
more venerable by the Church

This,

heino
oz

of the holy Sepulchre :
on a double account
more than ordinary heavy,
was for its fuperior fanclity
‘remmll" imitated.

v, 1L

|

Such then was GoTHIC
ArRCHITECTURE. And it
would i‘-e no difcredit to the

admirers of Fanes and
knowledge it has
s merit. Lhey muft at feaft
confefs it 11.;: a nobler birth,
tho’ an humbler fortune, than
the GREEE anr_l RomAN AR~

CHITECTURE.

VER. 30. Turns Ares of
triumph to a Garden-gate 1
This abfurdity feems to have

arifen from an injudicious imi-

of

ation what thefe Builders

micht have heard of, at the
- P =%

entrance of the antient Gar-

P

dens of Rome : But they don’t
confider, that thofe were pub-
lic Gardens, given to the peo-
y]c by fome great man after a
triumph ; to which, therefore,
Ares this kind were very
fuitable ornaments.

VER. 36. Proudts catch eold
at a Vemtian door 3] In the

LJJ
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Oft have you hinted to your brother Peer,
A certain truth, which many buy too dear: 40
Something there is more needful than Expence,
And fomething previous ev’n to Talte—"'tis Senfe :

COMMENTARY.

VER. 39. Oft have you hinted to your brother Peer,
A certain truth,—|
and in this artful manner begins the body of the Epiftle.
I.

The firft part of it (from 3 38 to 99) delivers rules for at-
taining to the MAGNIFICENT in juft expence ; which is the
fame in Building and Planting, that the susrLIME is in Paint-
ing and Poetry; and, confequently, the qualities neceflary for
the attainment of both muft have the fame relation.

1. ‘The firlt and fundamental, he fhews (from ¥ 38'to 47) to
be SENSE:

el L i - —b k3

Good Senfe, which only is the gift of Heav’n,
Aud, 150° na Science, fairly warth the Sfeven.

And for that reafon ; not only as it is the foundation and parent
of them all, and the conftant regulater and dire&or of their ope-
rations, or, as the poet better exprefles it,— of every art of the
Jowl 5 but likewife as it alone can, in cafe of need, very often
fupply the offices of every one of them.

NoTEks.

I il
e

foregoing inftances, the poet
expofes the abfurd imitation of
foreign and difcordant Adan-
zniers in pablic buildings; here
he turns to the ftill greater ab-
furdity of taking their models
from a difcordant Climate, in
their private ; which folly, he
fuppofes, may be more eafily

redrefled, as men will be fooner
brought to fzel for them|olyes
than to f:’fv.f;??' the public.
VER. 39. Oft have yau hint-
edy Ge. Samething there is more
needful than Expence,] To con-
vince a great man of fo ftrange
a Paradox, that Zaffe cannot
be bought, even after it is well
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Good Senfe, which only is the gift of Heav’'n,

.

And tho’ no Science, fairly worth the {even

A Light, which in yourfelf you muft perceive ; 45

Jones and Le Nétre have it not to give.

To build, to plant, whatever you intend,
To rear the Column, or the Arch to bend,

CoMMENTARY.

VER. 47. To build, to plant, ¢2c.] 2. The next quality, for
dignity and ufe, 15 T ASTE, and but the next : For, as the poet
truly obferves, there 1s — [omething previous ev’n to Tafte—tis
Senfe ; and this; in the order of things: For Sen/t is a tafte and
true conception of Nature ; and Taffe is a fenfe or true concep-
tion of beautiful Nature; but we muft firft know the E [Jences

of things, before we can judge truly of their Qualitres.

The bu-

{inefs of Ta/fe; therefore, in the purfuit of Magnificence; is;: as
the poet fhews us (from y 46 to 65) 1. (to ¥ 51) To catchor
lay hold on Nature, where fhe appears moft in her charms.
2. (to ¢ 57) To adorn her, when taken, as beft fuits her dig-
nity and quality ; that is, to drefs her in the light and modett
habit of a virgin, not load her with the gaudy ormaments of a
proftitute. This ruleobferved, will preventa tranfgreflion in the
following, which is, not to let all its beauties be feen at once,
but in fucceflion 3 for that advantage is infeparable from a grace=
241 and well-drefled perfon. 3. (to ¥ 65) To take care that

NoTESs.

paid fory will need a very broad

bint indeeds efpecially when

followed by another as ftrange,
that there is

— fomething previous €v'n to Tafte—t:5 Senfe.

Yet as feverea fubject of bu-
miliation as all this is to the

Iy . = 1
Rich, it was but neceflary to

order ‘to work
that teach-
neceflary for

inculcate 1ty 1in
in them, if poifibl
ablenefs of mind

theit profiting by the following
inftruCtions.

VER. 46. Inigo Fones the
celebrated Archite¢t, and M.
Le Niire, the defigner of the
beft Gardens of France. P.
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"To fwell the Terras, or to fink the Grot ;

In all, let Nature never be forgot. 5@
‘But treat the Goddefs like 2 modeft fair,

Nor over-drefs, nor leave her wholly bare ;

Let not each beauty ev’ry where be {py’d,
Where half the {kill is decently to hide.

He gains all points, who pleafingly confounds, 33
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COMMENTARY.
the ornaments be well fuited to that par?, which it is your pur-
pofe to adorn; and, as in dreffing out a modeff Fair -:'which is
the poet’s own comparifon) the colours are proportioned to her
complexion; the fluff, to the enbonpoint of her perfon ; and the
fathion, to her air and thape; fo in ornamenting a villa, the
rife or fall of waters thould correfpond to its acclivities or decli-
vities ; the artificial bills or wales to its cover or expofure; and
the manner of calling in the country, to the difpofition of its a-
fpeft. But again, as in the illuftration, whatever be the variety
in colour, ftuff, or fafthion, they muft ftill be fo fuited with re-
fpect to one another, as to produce an agreement and harmony
in their aflemblage; fo woods, waters, mountains, vales, and
viftas muft, amidft all their diverfity, be fo difpofed with a re-
-Jation te each other, s to create a perfe& fymmetry refulting
from the whole ;-and this, the Genius of the place, when reli-

3 :

ENARS & D wriily, sl a g

NoTEs.

VER. 53. Let not each bean-
ty ev’ry where be fpy’'d,] For
when the fame beauty obtrudes
itfelf upon you over and over ;
when it meets you full at what-
ever place you flep, or to
whatever point you turn, then
Nature lofes her proper charms

£ b e s ik e
Of & madef? jair ; and veu be-
; J

gin to hate and naufeate her as
a proﬁiture.
VER. 54. ff?}c’?‘e :5(]1’.}“ .ﬂ{-'c'

Jkill is decently to hide.] Tf the

poet was right in comparing
the true drefs of Nature to that
of a medeft fair, it is a plain
confequence, that one half of
the defigner’s art muft be, de-
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Confult the Genius of the Place in all ;
That tells the Waters or to rife, or fall ;
Or helps th’ambitious Hill the heav’ns to {cale,
Or fcoops in circling theatres the Vale; 6o

Calls in the Country, catches op’ning glades,

Joins willing woods, and varies {hades from {hades
Now breaks or now direés, th’ intending Lines ;

1 o AC TTO 4 " e xr I
Paints as you plant, and, as you work, defigns.

R T
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y < ever fail to inform us of; who, 2s the
poet &
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NoTEs. l .
tly 1o ; as the other ball | 1 g
is, gracefully to difcover ti g
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ther deifying th

f the ph. gives uwc\:’nunn: Then he
s th’ ambitious bill, or is a
fellow-labourer : T en again
00ps the circlin ‘T{m.fu,
or works "=0rn,, or in chief.
fterwards, rifing faft in our

place, in order to be confulted
as an Oracle, has p"nJL'( ed one
of the nobleft and moft fublime
defcriptions of f.'?-_

e —
———

oety could exprel

l
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p 1 Al %
this  Genius, while | idea of dignity, he ealls in the {#
the work, is €o "r.‘.-*., ﬁlludln'r to the orders 1
little and ! princes in their progrefs, .
vancing from a fimpl w hul MCL.} omed t Uulip ay all bt
to a creator of al \ 3
of ed Nature, in a2 va- l %
of bold meta phors and al- l
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Still follow Senfe, of ev'ry Art the Soul, 63

Parts anfw’ring parts thall flide into a whole,

COMMENTARY.
VER. 65. Still follow Senfe, &c] But now when Good Senfe

has led us up to Ta/fe, our fondnefs for the ele gauc;tq of our new
miftrefs, oftentimes occafions us to neglet the plainnefs and
fimplicity of the old; we are but too apt to forfake our Guide, -
and to gwe ourﬁlvns up. folely to Zaffe. Our author’s next
rule thercfore 3. 15, Still to follow Senfe, and let it perpetually
accompany us thro’ all the works of Tg/fe.

Still follow Senfe, of ev’ry art the Soul.

*T'hat is, Good Senfe fhould never be 2 moment abfent from the
works of Ta/fe, any more than the Soul from the Body ; for juft
as the Soul animates and informs ev ery air and feature of a beau-
seous body, fo Senfe gives life and vigour to all the products of
Tff/-c.

VER. 66. Parts anfw’ring parts, &e¢.] The particular advan-
tages of the union of Senfe with Tafte he then (:\me.im (from
this verfe to 71) 1. That the beautiful parts which Ta/fe | has laid

NoTEs.

metaphor taken from the of-
fice of the priefthood, in the
adminiftration of one of its
holy rites 3 till at lengthy he

becomes a Divinity, and cre-
ates and prefides over the

Now -breakss or now divecls th’ intending lines,
Paints as you plant, andy as ysu work, (f’if"'iff

Much in the fame manner as
the plaftic Nature is fuppofed
to do, in the work of human
generation.

VER. 65, Stzll follow Senfe,
&Fc.] The not obfervin o this
,.Jl‘,, bewilder'd a late noble
writer (diftinguithed for his phi-
bofopby of Tajte) in the purfuit
of the Grand and Magnificent
"t moral life 3 who, when Gaod

Senfe had led him up to the
To xohw %, To wpiwor, Of ancient
renown, difcharged his Guide ;
and, ecaptivated with the de-
lichts of Tafle, refolved all in-
to the elegancies of that idea :
And now, Reafon, Morality,
Religion, and the truth of
things, were nothing clfe but
TastE ; which, [:tlm-. he
might not be thought altoge-
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Spontaneouns beauties all around advance,

Start ev’n from Difficulty, ftrike from Chance;
Nature fhall join you ; Time fhall make it grow

A Work to wonder at—perhaps 2 SToW. 70

COMMENTARY.
out and contrived, Senfe makes to anfwer oné another, and to
flide naturally, without vielence; nto @ whole, 2. That many
beauties will [pontanesufly offer themfelves, fugeefted from the
very neceflity which Senfe lays upon us, of conforming the parts
to the whole, that no eriginal invention of Tafte would have
fupplied. 3. A third advantage 1s, that you are then always fure
to have Nature on your fide,
Nature fhall join you ———

The expreflion is important, when we were bid to begin with
Senfe we were thewn how this would lead us to Taffe, in the
purfuit of Nature : but now that he bids us to go on with Sente,
or f#ill to follow it, after having arrived at ‘Y?i,r‘?s, he tells us,
that Nature will then join us of her own accord : This has a
great beauty, which arifes from the Philofophic Truth of the ob-
{ervation. For, as we obferved before,—S8enfe being a right
conception of Nature; and Ta/ffe a right conception of beautifil
Nature; when thefe are in conjunction, Nature can ftand out

NorTEs.
ther to have deferted his fage | a piece of mechaniim finifhed
conduélrefs) he fometimes dig- | by fome great mafter, where
nified with the name of the | all the parts are fo previoufly
moral fenfe : And he {ucceed- | fitted, as to be eafily put to-
ed, in the purfuit of Truth, ac- | gether by any ordinary work-
cordingly. man : and each part flides into
VER. 66. Parts anfw’ring | its place, as it were thro’ 2
parts fhall flide into a wholes] | groove ready made for that pur-
i. ¢. fhall not be farcedy but go | pofe.
of themfelves ; as if both the VER. 70. The feat and gar-
parts and whole were not of | densof the Lord Vifcount Cob=
yours, but of Natyre's making. | bam in Buckinghamthire. P.
‘The metaphor is taken from !
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Without it, proud Verfailles! thy glory falls;
And Nero’s Terraces defert their walls :

The vaft Parterres a thoufand hands fhall make,

Lo! Coruam comes, and floats them with.a Lake:

CoOMMENT AR Y.

no longer, but prefents herfelf to you without further pains or
fearch.

VER. 71. Without it, proud Verfailles | &°c.] To illuftrate this
doctrine, the poet next fhews us (from ¢ »0 to gq) that with-
out this (ommm.d fupport of Good C\c;j 5 ‘dun”:. even of the
higheft Taffe and utmoft Mag nificence, fuch as the Bt iildings of
Ver “failles, the Gardens of Villario, and the Groves of Sab; TSy
(muut are the inftances he gives) all, in a very little time, come
to nothing, and no wonder. For the exercife of 7a/fe wirHOUT
QENSE is, where fomething that is not beaut; tful }\r’ ure is mif-
l’lken fnrlt and ornamented as beautiful Nature fhould be : Thefe
ornaments, 1hcruforﬂ., being deftitute of all real fupport, muft be
continually fubjeltto CI'IELI]GL. Sometimes the owner himf{elf will
grow weary of them (as in the cafe of Villario) and find at laft,
that Nature is to be preferred before them,

Tir'd of the fcene }tlrterua and Fountains yzeld,
He finds at !ayf be better likes a Field,

NoTESs.
Vier. 72. And Nero's Ter- | ]‘llﬁ.‘tf]'n, and that foon ; there-

vaces defert their walls :] The J fore it is with great propriety,
expreflion is very fignificant, | he fays, that the Terraces de=
Had the #alls been faid to de- | jf;-r their walls, which implies
fert the Terraces, this. would | purpofe and violence in their
have given us the image of a | fubverfion.

(]...H.ILLLiiUH, effected lw time VER. 74. Lo! CopHAM
only 3 which bad been foreign | comes, and Sloats them with a
to the 'ou"a intention 3 \‘.hu i8 | -Lake :] An high compliment to
here itL tking of the punithment | the noble puion on whom itis
of unjupporie ’J'Ir_r//fﬁ', m the de- | beftowed, as making him the
figned fubveriion of it, either i Subflitute rfGam’Sr.-'s.{.;"é-'.—-—'I‘hIs
by gzod ok bad, asit happens; | office, in the original plan of
one of which 1s fure to do its l the poem, was given to an-
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[

Or cut ‘wide views thro’ Mountains tothe Plain, 735
You’ll with your hill or fhelter’d feat again,
Ev’n in an ornament its place remark,
Nor in an Hermitage fet Dr. Clarke.

Behold Villario’s ten-years toil compleat ;
His Quincunx darkens, his Efpaliers meet ; 8o
The Woad fupports the Plain, the parts unite,
And ftrength of Shade contends with ftrength .of

Light ;

COMMENTARY,

Sometime, again, the Heir (like Sabinus’s) will be changing
a bad Tafte for a worfe,

Orwe boundlefs green, or flourifh’d carpet views,

With all the mournful family of Yews.
So that mere Tafle ftanding expofed between the #rze and falfe,
like the decent man, bl..twr_cu the rigidly virtuous, and tho-
roughly profligate, hated and defpifed b}r both, can never long
fu almrt itfelf ; and with this the fir/? pars of the Epiftle concluc les.

NorTEs,
other Man of TasTE; who | wind upon his houfe and par-
not having the SENsE to fee | terre, which were before ad-
a compliment was intended | orned and defended by beau-

him, convinced the poetit did | tiful woods. P.

not belong to him. VER. 78, — et Dr. Glarke.]
VER. 755 76, Or cut wide | Dr. S, Clarke’s buflo placed by

wiewus thra’ Mountains :‘a the | the Queen in the Hermitage,

Plain, }'A-'.'f’.-'. wwifh your hill or-| while the Dr. duely ilLUu{,;lLLi

Jhelter’d feat again.] This was | the Court. B,

done in l“ rtf uu]}.HErc, by a VEer. 81, 82. The Weod

wealthy citizen, at the expence j:f“fmh the Plains the ':""'

of abeve 50 1. by which | uuate, And firength of

=l o

means |""1 rely to overlook a. | contendswith jz’:,::gfk of L
dead | ) he 15: in the north- | Theimagery is here taken 1

S 3
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Er, IV,

A waving Glow the bi{;omy beds difpla_y,

Bluthing in bright divcrﬁt_ics of day,

With filver-quiv’ring rills mzander’d o’er—

Enjoy them, you! Villario can no more ;

NoTES.

Painting in the judicious exe-
cution of the Pencil, and in
the happy. improvement of it
by fime. T'o underftand what
i5 meant by fupporting (which
is a term of art common both
to Planting and Painting) we
muft confider what things make
the natural defect or weaknefs
of a rude uncultivated Plain 4
and thefe are, the having a dif-
:afrrf:mbla.ﬁarmf, and the not
having a proper termination. But
a WWyed, rightly difpof‘cd takes
away the one, and gives what
15 wanting of the othar.

— The parts unite.

The utmoft which art can do,
when it does its full office; is
¢ give the work a confent of
parts 3 but it is 22me only. that
can make the wnion here fpoken
of; there being the fame dif-
ference between thefe, - as be-
tween a fimple Contradl, and
a Confummation. So in paint-
ing the fkill of the ma/fler can
go no further, in the chroma-
tic part, than to fet thofe co-
lours together, which have a
natural friendthip and fympa-
thy for eachother ; But nothing
4

but timte can unite and incor-
porate their tuts:

And firength of Shade contends

with firength of Light.
And now the work becomesa
wery picture 3 which the poet
informs us of, in the {ublime
way of poetical inftruction, by
fetting that picture before our
eyes ; and not merely a pic-
ture, but a perfeit picture, in
which the lights and fhades, not
only bear a proportion to one
another in their force (which is
implied in the word contends )
but are both at their beight,
(which the ‘word ffrangth fig-
nifies.) As the ufe of the fin-
oular number in the terms
Shade and Light, alludes to
another precept of the art, that
not only the fhades and lights
fhould be great and broad, “but
that the maffes of the Ll;lIl"-

obfcure, in"a groupe of objeéls,

i thould ln_io managed, by J.ﬁ.lb-

ordination of the groups to the
unity of defign, as that the
whole together may afford one
great fhade and light.

VER. 84. Blufbing in bright
diverfities of day,] i.¢. The
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MOR AL-ESSA¥XS. 370

Tir’d of the fcene Parterres and Fountains yield,
He finds at laft he better likes a Field.

Thro’ his young W oods how pleas’dSabinus ftray’d
Ot fat delighted in the thick’ning fhade, go
With annual joy the red’ning fhoots to greet,

Or fee the ftretching branches long to meet !

His Son’s fine Tafte an op’ner Vifta loves,

Foe to the Dryads of his Father’s groves;

One boundlefs Green, or flourifh’d Carpet views,
With all the mournful family of Yews ; g6
The thriving plants ignoble broomfticks made,
Now fweep thofe Alleys they were born to {hade.

NoTES.

feveral colours of the grove in
bloom, give feveral different
tints to the lights and fhades.
VER. Q4. Foe to the Dryads
of his Father's groves ; ;] Finely
intimating, by this {ublime
clafical image, -that the Fa-
ther’s tafte was enthufiaftical;
in which paffion there isalways

fomething great and noble ;
tho’ it be too apt, in its flights,

to leave ,fuf,/' behind it: and
this was th ie good man’s cafe.

But his Son’s was a poor  des

fpicable [uper/iition, hlow fom-
brous paffion, whofe perverlity
of Tafte could only gratify it=

ibll

Iith all the m;m?‘:!{ﬁ:f ﬁm-'."f-.' of Yews.

VEr.g5. The two extremes
in parterres, which are equally
\ult_ﬂ; s aboundlefs Green, large
and naked as a field, ora flon-
rifh’d Carpet, where the great-
m,l:. and noblenefs of the pl{:cc
is leffened by being divided in-

| to too many patts, with fcroll’d

works and beds, of which the
examples are frequent. >,
VER. gb. — mat wful fa-
mily of Yews ;] Touches upon
the ill tafte of thofe who arc
fo fond of Ever-greens (parti-
S 4
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280, MORAL ESSAYS. Ep. IV,

At Timon’s Villalet us pafs a day,
Where all cry out, “ What fums are thrown away !
So proud, {o grand; of that {ftupendous air, 101
Soft and Agreeable come never there.
Greatnefs, with Timon, dwells in {fuch a draught
As brings all Brobdignag before your thought.
"To compafs this, his building is 2 Town, 103

His pond an Qcean, his parterre 2 Down ;

CoMMENTARY.
11
VEr.qq. At Timor’s Villa, €&¢c.] As the firft part ended with
expofing the works of Taffe without Sng; , the fecond begins with
a defcription (from ¥ g8 to 173) of ;mfg ﬂﬁfaam‘raﬂm WITH=
OUT EITHER SENSE OR T As TE, in the L:lde!]%, buildings,
table furniture, library, and way of living of Lord Zimon ; w}m,
in none of thefe, could diftinguifh between greatnefs and vafi-
nefs, between regularity and form, between dignity and flate, or
between learning and pm’am‘;} But what then ? ﬂlt.s the poet,
here refuming the great principle of his Philofsphy (which thefs
moral prﬁles were written to illuftrate, and co-deqmut} on
which they are all regulated) tho’

Heav’'n vifits with a Tafle the wealthy Fool,
And reeds ne Rod

NoTEs.

cularly Yews, which are the | ed to comprize the principles
moft tonfile) as to deftroy the | of a falfe Tafte of Magnifi-
nobler Forefl-trees, to make | cence, and to exemplify what
way for fuch little ornaments | was faid before, that nothing
as Pv ramids ofcmrk-f“reen con- | but Good Senfe can attain it
nu,]lv repeated, not unlikea | P.
_Flmcril proceflion. P. VER. 104, — all Brobdig-
VER. 99. At Timon’s Vil | nag] A region of giants, in "1..,
ja] This defcription is intend- fatires of Gubliver.,

SR T ST R kel
= -
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MORAL ESSAYS, 281

Who but muft laugh, the Mafter when he fees,
A puny infe@, fhiv'ring at a breeze !

Lo, what huge heaps of littlenefs around !

The whole, a labour’d Quarry above ground. 110
Two Cupids fquirt before: 2 Lake behind
Improves the keennefs of the Northern wind.

His Gardens next your admiration call,

On ev’ry fide you look,

No pleafing Intricacies intervene,

behold the Wall!
11§

No artful wildnefs to perplex the {cene ;

Grove nods at

grove, each Alley has a brother,

And half the platform juft reflects the other.

CoOMMENTARY.,

Yet the punifhr

turned to the benefit of others:

nent is confined as it ought; and the evil is

For

—_bence the Poor are cloath’d, the Hungry fed 3
Health to bimfelf, and to bis Infants bread,
The Lab’rer bears ; what bis hard heart deniesy

KHi; charitable vanity fuppises.

NoTES.

VER. 10q. Lo ! what buge
beabs of littlene(s around, ] Gran-
dewr in building,-as in the hu-
man frame, takes not its de-
nomination from the body, but
the foul of the work : when
the foul therefore is loft or
incamber’d in its invelope, the
unanimated parts, how buge {o-
ever, are not members of gran-
deyr,but mere heaps of li tenefss

r

-

=7]

18, Grove nods
Alley has a bro=

ER. 11", T
ar FYoveé, 1":(_»'1'15 4 !
ther, And balf the platform
juft reflecls the other.] Thisis
exaltly the two puddings of the
citizen in the foregoing fable,
only ferved up 2 little more
magnificently : But both on the
{ame abfurd principle of wrong
tafte, viz. that one can never
| have too much of a good thing.

Oy




MORAL ESSAYS. Ee IV.

The {uff’ring eye-inverted Nature fees,

282
Trees cut to-Statues, Statues thick as trees ; 120
With here a Fountain, never tobe play’d ;
‘And there a Summer-houfe, that knows no fhade;
Here Amphitrite fails thro’ myrtle bow’rs 3
There Gladiators fight, or die in flow’rs ;
Un-water’d {ee the drooping fea-horfe mourn, 123
And fwallows rooft in Nilus’ dufty Urn.

My Lord advances with majeftic mien,
Smit with the mighty pleafure, to be feen :
But foft—Dby regular approach—not yet—
Fir{t thro’ the length of yon hot Terrace {weat; 130
And when up ten fteep flopes you've drag’d your

thighs,

Jutt at his Study-door he’ll blefs your eyes.

His Study ! with what Authors is it ftor’d ?
In Books, not Authors, curious is my Lord ;

NoTEs.

Ibid. Grove nods at grove,
&e.], The exquifite humour of
this expreflion 1::’&3 folely from
its fignificancy. Thele groves,
that have no mea ANINg, but very
near relation-thip, can exprefs
themfelves only like twin-ideots
by nods 3 which juft ferve to let
us undcrﬂand, that they know
one Juother,
nurfed,

as-hay

ving been |

one common parent.

VER. 124. Thé two Statues
of the Gladiator pugnans and
Gladiator moriens. P.

VER. 130. The Approaches
and Communication of houfe
with garden, or of one part
with another, ill judged, and
inconvenient. P.

VER. 133 I—I;;bz‘mjff:’ T

and brought up by ! The falfe Tafte in Books; a
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MORAL ESSAYS,

To all their dated Backs he turns you round :

- - L T

:283
13§

Thefe Aldus printed, thofe Du Suéil has bound.
Lo fome are Vellom, and the reft as good

For all his Lordfhip knows,

but they are Wood.

For Locke or Milton ’tis in vain to look,

Thefe thelves admit not any modern book.

And now the Chapel’s

140
filver bell you hear,

That fummons you to all the Pride of Pray’r :

Light quirks of Mufic, broken and uneven,

Make the foul dance upon 2 Jig to Heav’n,

On painted Cielings you devoutly flare,

145

Where {prawl the Saints of Verrio or Laguerre,

NoTES.

fatire on the vanity in collect- |

ing them, more frequent in
men of Fortune than the ftudy
to underftand them.
delight chiefly in the elegance
of the print, or of the “bind-
ing; fome have carried it fo
far, as to caufe the upper fhelves
to be filled with painted books
of wood ; others pique them-

felves fo mueh upon books |

in a language they do not un-

derftand, as te exclude the
moft ufeful 1y one they do.
B,

VER. 142. The falfe Tafte
in Maufic, improper to the fub-
jects, asof ll”i’lt airs in churches,
often practif (ed by the orga mﬁk

&%+ B

I\,[anv ':

VEr. 142. That fuwmam
you to all the Pride of Pray’r:
This abfurdity is very hxpprly
expreffed ; Pride, of all hu-
man follies, being the firft we

{ fhould leave behind us when

we approach the facred altar.
But he who could take Mean-
nefs for Magnificence, might
eafily msf’mkc Humility Tor
Meannefs.

VER. 145. —And in Paini-
ing (from which even Italy is
not hu:) of naked figures In
Churches, &¢. which Iw. ob-
liged fome Popes to put drape-=
ries on fome of thofe of the
beft mafters. P.

VER. 146, Where fprawl the
Saints of Perrio and Lagucrre,]

[T id T

=4 2 T
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284 MORAL

E&SAYS, EfPE

0; gilded clouds in fair expanfion lie,

And bring all Paradife before your eye.

NorTEs.

This was not only faid to deride
the indecency and aukward
pofition of the figures, but to
infihuate the want of dignity in
the fubjects. Raphael’s pagans,
as the devils in - Milton, act a
nobler part than the’ Gods and
Saints of ordinary poets and
painters.  The cartons at
Hampton-Court are talked of
by every body ; they have been
copied, engraved, and criti-
cifed ; and yet fo little fludied
or confidered, that in the nobleft
of them, of which more, too,
has been faid than of all the
reft, we are as much ftrangers
to St. Paul's audience in the
Areopagus, as to thofe he
preached before at Theflalo-
nica or Bercea,

The ftory from whence the
painter took his fubjet is this,
— ¢ 5t. Paul came to Athens,
*¢ was encountered by the Epi-
““ cureans and Stoics, taken up
¢ by them to the court of Areo-

“¢ pagus, before which he made.

*“ his apology ; and amongft his
*¢ converts at this time, were
¢ Dionyfius, the Areopagite,
‘¢ and 2 woman named Dama-
“ris,” On this fimple plan he
exercifes his invention, Paul is
placed on an eminence in the

round him in 2 circle 5 and 2
ftatue of Mars in the front of
his temple denotes the fcene of
Adtion.

The firft figure has been
taken notice of for the force of
it’s expreflion. We fee all the
marks of conviftion, and re-
fignation to the will of the di-
vine Meflenger.- But I do not
know, that it has been fufpect-
ed, that a particular charaéter
was here reprefented, And
yet the Platonic’ countenance,
and the female attendant, thew
plainly, that the painter defign-
ed Dronysius, whom Eccle-
fiattical ftory makes of this fect,
and to whom facred hiftory has
given this companion. For the
woman is DA M AR TS mention-
ed, with him, in the Aéts, asa
joint convert, Either the Ar-
tift miftook his text, and fup-
pofed her converted with him
at this audience ; or, what is
more likely, he purpofely com-
mitted the indecorum of bring-

“ng 2 woman into the Areopa-

gus, the better to mark out his
Diomyfius 5 a charaéter of great
fame in the Romith Church,
frem a voluminous myftic im.
poftor who has aflumed his ti-
tles, NexttothisPraTonisTt

act of fpeaking, the audience § of open vifage and extended
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Er. IV

To reft, the Cufhion

Who never mentions Hell to ears polite.

arms, -is a figure deeply col-
leted within himfelf,immerged
in thought, and ruminating on

what -he hears. LcJIJ.mnm\l

to his ftate, are his arms bu-
ried in his garment, and his
chin repofing on his bofom; n

a word, all hislineaments denote
the brort_; the fymbol of
which fect was, Ne fe quafiveris

extra. Adjoining to him is an
old man with a fqualid beard
habit, leaning on
crouch, and t:|"1‘-i'1::1 his ‘eyes
l','\”\"..l.LlL! on the Apoftle;
with 2 countenance fo four anc

1
ald

o

canine, that one cannot hefi-
tate a moment lu I"l\ 1104
him 2 Cynic. The next that
follows, by his elegance of
dui\, dnd placid air of raillery
and neglect, betrays the E Bi-
cUREAN : As the other which
ftands clofe by him, with his
finger on his lips denot n-’f ,f'-"—
I':rm, plainly marks out a !

lower of Py THAGORAS. H
ter thefe come a groupe of
figures caveling in all the rage
of difputation, and criticiling

cine
neil o]

the divine Speaker. I'hefe
plainly defign the AcADE-
MICs, the genius of \.’“L,_

{chool was to debate de quoli-
et ente, and never come to.2

MORAL E

and foft

1

e — s

' g 'rr'r.'] The fine image here

} I‘E'.l.'!» !;.\l.'“.'.{_ ..

(]
i

(e
K

Dean invite,

150

determination. . Without the
Circle, :aml behind the princi-
pal-fig number of
\L,Lm“;m-:. T..ulwr}u the fcho-
lars and difciples of the feve-
ral fe&s. Thefe are all before
the apoftle. Behind him are
other Figures: One ré-
carding - the :'_I)flii.i""' ation,
face turned upwards ;

res, 4re’” 2

tWo

with his
in which the pafficns

of mali-

cious zeal apd difappeinted
S %

rage are {o ftrongly. marked

that we needed not the 7ed

bonnet to fee he was a Jewith

Rabbi.. The other is a pagan
prieft full of anxiety for the
danger of the eftablifhed Re-

ligion.
Thus has t]‘.I~‘ great f\-Tn;-’;cr,
in order to he 1 rhten the

of his 1m-mt, b u.ngh: in the
heads of every felt of }IIOLU‘

phy and nhrfun whic 11 were
moft averfe to the pn mlpu

and moft oppofed to the fuc-
cefs of the Gofpel ; fo that one
may truly efteem this carton
as the ‘“'Il..att.it cffort of his di=

vine gmma.
g 4 Ao e |
" ER. I_—.‘..f}. b Ere J}JI:] Wi
the Saints of Verrioy or Le-

J-Lii-]'.'l =
10-.

giyen in a J.'H'i‘l't.. “ui’d
unnatiiral
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Er. IV,

But hark ! the chiming Clocks to dinner call ;
A hundred footfteps ferape the marble Hall -
The rich Buffet well-colour’d Serpents grace,

And gaping Tritons {fpew to wath your face.

NorTEgs.

fition of the piCture, and the
too natural poftures of its fe-
male figures.

Ibid. Verrio or Laguerre. ]
Verrio (Antonio Jpainted many
cielings, &ec. at Windfor,
Hampton-court, &c. and La-
guerre at Blenheim-caftle, and
other places. P.

VER. 150. Who never men-
tions Hell to cars polite.] ‘This
15 a fa€t; a reverend Dean
preaching at Court, threatned
the finner with punithment in
“¢ a place which he thought it
¢ not decent to name in fo
€€ polite an aflembly.”” P,

VER. 153 Taxes the in-
congruity of Ornaments (tho’
fometimes prattifed by the an-
cients) where an open mouth
ejeéls the water into a foun-
tain, or where the fhocking
images of ferpents, &c. are
mtroduced in Grotto’s or Buf-
fets.. P.

VER. 153. The rich Buffet
well-colour’d Serpents grace, |
The circumftance of being wel/-
éolour’d fhews this ornament
not only to be very abfurd, but
very adious too 3 and has a pe-
culiar beauty, as, in one in-

ftance of falle Tafte, viz. an
mfudicious choice in imitation,
he gives (in the epithet em-
ploy’d) the fugeeltion of an*
other, which is an injudicious
manner of it - For thofe dif-
agreeable objects which, when
pamted, give pleafure; if co-
loured after nature, in relief,
become thocking, as a toad, or
dead carcafe in wax-work : yet
thefe things are the delight of
all people of bad Tafte. How-
ever, the Ornament itfelf pre-
tends to fcience, and would
Juftify its ufe by antiquity, tho’
it betrays the moft miferable
ignorance of it. The Serpent
amongft the ancients, was fa-
cred, and full of venerable my-
fteries. Now things do not
excite ideas fo much according
to their own natural impre(-
{ions, as by fictitious ones, ari-
fing from foreign and acciden-
tal combinations; confequent-
ly the view of thisanimal raifed
in them nothing -of that abhor-
rence which it is wont to do
inus; buty on the contrary,
very agreeable {enfations, cor-
refpondent to thofe foreign aflo-
ciations. Hence, and more ¢~
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Is this a dinner ? this a Genial room? 1

MORAL -ESSAYS.

)
o

"\.\J

Ly
L

No, ’tis a Temple, and a Heecatomb.

A folemn Sacrifice, perform’d in fate,

You drink by mealure, and to minutes eat.

So quick retires each flying courfe, you'd {wear

Sancho’s dread Do&or and his Wand were there,

NO

fpecially, becaufe the Serpent

was the peculiar -Symbol of |
t pled to employ it ; buty in its

health, it became an extreme
proper ornament to the gental
rosms of the ancients.  In the
mean time, we whoare ftrangers
to all this fupertition, yet make
ourfelves liable to one much
more abfurd, which is, idoliz-
ing the very fafbions that arofe
fromit. Butifthefe pretenders
to Tafte can fo widely miftake,
it is no wonder that thofe who
pretend to none, I mean the
verbal Critics, fhould a little
ballucinate in this matter. 1
remember, when the fhort La-
tin infcription on Shakefpear’s
monument was firft fetup, and
in the very ftyle of elegant and
fimple antiquity, the News.
papers were full of thefe fmall
critics 3 in which the only ob
{ervation that looked like learn-
ing, was founded in this igno-
rance of Tafte and Antiquity.
One of thefe Critics objeéted
to the word Jders (in the in-

'r
1
|
|
[
|
|
i

TR S¢

fcription) becaufe the Roman
writers of the pureft times {cru-

ftead, ufed an improper, that
i8, a figurative word, or other-
wife a circumlocution. But
had ke confidered that it was
their Superftition of Jucky and
anlucky wards which occafion’d
this delicacy, he muft have feen
that a  Chriftian writer, in a
Chriftian infcription, aéted with
great judgment in avoiding fo
fenfelefs an affeétation of, what
he mifealls, claflical exprefiion.

VER. 155. s thisa dinner,
¢7¢.7] ‘The proud Feftivals of
fome men are here fet forth te
ridicule, where pride deftroys
the eafe, and formal regularity
all the plcuﬁlr;thlc enjoyment
of the entertainment. P.

VER. 156. — @ Hecatoml )
Alluding to the hundred fos:/leps
before.

VER. 160. Sancho’s dread

Dostor] See Don Quixote,
chap. xlvii. D.




288 MORAL ESSAYS, Ep IV.

Between each A& the trembling falvers ring, 161
From foup to {fweet-wine, and God blefs the King,
In plenty ftarving, tantaliz’d in ftate,

And complaifantly help’d to all I hate,

Treated, carefs’d, and tir’d, I take my leave, 1635
Sick of his civil Pride from Morn to Eve ;

I curfe fuch lavith coft, and little fkill,

And {wear no Day was ever paft (o ill.

Yet hence the Poor are cloath’d, the Hungry fed;
Health to himfelf, and to his Infants bread 170
The Lab’rer bears: 'What his hard Heart denies,
His charitable Vanity fupplies.

Another age fhall fee the golden Ear
Imbrown the Slope, and nod on the Parterre,

COMMENTARY.

VER. 173. Another age, &5c] But now a difficulty fticks
with me, (anfwers an objetor) this load of evil ftill remains a
monument of folly to futare ages ; an incumbrance to the plain
on which it ftands; and a nuifance to the neighbourhood round
about, flling it

. Toith imitating fools,

NoTEs.

VER. 169. Yet hence the y pence more than a good one.
Poor &¢.] The Moral of the | ‘This recurs to what is laid
whole, where Provibence | down in Book i. Epift. II.
is juftified in giving Wealth | ¥ 230—7, and in the Epiftle
to thofe who fquander it in this | preceding this, ¥ 161, &c. P.
manner. Abad Tafteemploys |  VER. 173.  Austher age
more hands, and diffufes Ex- | &°c.] Hagd the Poet lived but
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Ed B  NMOR-AL ESSAYS 289
Deep Harvefts bury all his pride has plann’d; 173
And laughing Ceres re-aflume the land.

Who then fhall grace, or who improve the Soil ?

Who plants like BaTaURST, or who builds like
BoyLE.

CoOMMENTARY,

For men are apt to take the example next at hand; and apteft
of all to take a bad one. No fear of that, replies the poet,
(from ¥ 172 to 177.) Nothing abfurd or wrong is exempt from
the jurifdiction of T'ime, which is always fure to do full juftice
on it

Another age fhall [ee the golden Ear

Imbrown the Slope, and nod on the Parterre,

Decp Harvefts bury all bis pride has plann'd,

And laughing Ceres re-affume the land,
For the prerogative of

————Time fhall make it grow,

is only due to the defigns of #rue Ta/le joined to Ufe : And

*Tis Ufle alone that fanctifies Expence s
and nothing but the fanclity of that can arreft the juftice of
Time. And thus the fecond part concludes ; which confifting
of an example of falfe Tafte in every attempt to Magnificence,
is full of conccaled precepts for the true : As the firft part,
which contains precepts for frue Tafte, is full of exampies of the
jl;':f,f“é‘.

I11.
VER. 177, Who then jhall grace, £5¢.] We come now to the

third and laft part, (from y 176 to the end) and, as in the firft,
the poet had given examples of wrong judged Magnificence, in

NorTEs.
three Years longer, he had feen | great beauty of this line is an
this prophecy fulfilled. inftance of the art peculiar to
VER. 156. And langhing | our poet; by which he has fo
e

Ceres re-alffume the land.] Th difpofed 2 trite claffical figure,
T

i
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"Tis Ufe alone that fanifies Expence,

And Splendor borrows all her rays from Senfe. 180
His Father’s Acres who enjoys in peace,

Or makes his Neighbours glad, if he encreafe :

Whofe chearful Tenants blefs their yearly toil,

Yet to their Lord owe more than to the foil

COMMENTARY.

things of Taffe without Senfe ; and, in the fecond, an example
of others without either Senfe or Tafle; fo the third is employed
in two examples of Magnificence in Planting and Building ; where
both Senfe fmd’ Taffe highly prevail : The one in him, to whom
this Epiftle is “udlt,ilui and the other, in the truly noble
perfon whofe amiable Charaer bore fo confpicuous a part in
the foregoing.

Who then fhall grace, or who improve the Soil 2
Who plants lite BATHURST, or who builds life BoYLE.

Where in the fine defcription he gives of thefe two fpecies of
Magnificence, he artfully i:lﬂnuatee, that tho’, when executed in
a true Tafle, the great end and aim of both be the fame. viz.
the general good, in ufe or ornament ; yet that their progrefs
to this end is carried on in direCt contrary courfes; that, in

NoTEs:s,

as not only to make it do its
vulgar office, of reprefenting a
very pima’fu! harwvefl, but alfo
to ailume the fmage of Na-
ture, re-eftablifhing ]'lLI felf in
her ::thc;, and mocking the
vain’efforts of falfe m: _L_;niﬁ-
cence, which would keep her
out of them,

VER. 179, 180. *Tis Ufe
alme that fanttifies Expence,
And Spendor borrows all bher

4

rays from fenfz.] Here the poet,
to make the examples of good
Ta/?e the better underftood, in-
treduces them witha fummary
of his Precepts in thefe two
{ublime lines : for, the confult-

b ingUle is beginning with Senfe

and the making Splendor or
Tafte borrow all its rays from
thence, is gong on with Senfe,
after fhe has led usup to Za/fe.
The art of this can never be
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Whofe ample Lawns are not atham’d to feed 183
The milky heifer and deferving fteed ;

Whofe rifing Forefts, not for pride or thow,

But future Buildings, future Navies, grow :

Let his plantations ftretch from down to down,

Ficft thade a Country, and then raife a'Town. 190

COMMENTARY.

Planting, the private advantage of the neighbourhood is firft
promoted, till, by time, it rifes up to a public benefit :

Whofe ample Lawns are not afbam’d to feed
The milky beifer and deferving fleed s

Whofe rifing Forefls; not for pride or fhow,
Bt future Buildings, future Navies grow.

On the contrary, the wonders of Architeéture ought firft to be
beftowed on the public:

Bid Harbors opens public Ways extend,

Bid Templesy worthier of the Gody afeend ;
Bid the broad Arch the dang’rous flood contain;
The Mole projeited break the roaring main.

And when the public has been properly accommodated and adorn~
ed, then, and not till then; the works of private Magnificence
may take place. This was the order obferv’d by thofe two great
Empires, from whom we received all we have of this polite
art: We read not of any Magnificence in the private build-
ings of Greece or Rome, till the generofity of their public {pi-
tit had adorned the State with Temples, Emporiums, Council+
houfes, Common-Porticos, Baths, and Theatres.

KoTEs.

fufficiently admired. But the | deed, it is the idea under which
- ’ v

Fxoreffion is equal to the | it may be properly confidered :
225} o A e PLOPEEAN S 2
Thought. This fan&ifying of | For wezalth employed according

: JI7E : R ; 2
expence gives us the idea of | to the intention of Providence,
fomething confecrated and fet | is its true gonfecration; and
apart for faered ufes; and in- | the real ules of bumanity

™

A 2
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You too proceed ! make falling Arts your care,

Ere&t new wonders, and the old repair;

Jones and Palladio to themfelves reftore,

And be whate’er Vitruvius was before :

Till Kings call forth th’ Ideas of your mind, 193%

(Proud to accomplith what fuch hands defign’d, )

Bid Harbors open, public Ways extend,

Bid Temples, worthier of the God, afcend ;

Bid the broad Arch the dang’rous Flood contain,

The Mole projected break the roaring Main; 200

NorTtEs.

were certainly firfl in its in-
tention. .
VER. 195, 197, & *Till
Kings— Bid Harbors cpen,&e. |
The poet after baving touched
upon the proper objelts of Mag-
nificence and Expence, in the
private works of great men,
comes to thofe great and pub-
lick works which become a

prince. ‘This Poem was pub-
lithed in the year 1732, when
fome of the new-built churches,
by the act of Queen Anne,were
ready to fall, being founded in
boggy land (which is fatiri-
cally alluded to in our author’s
imitation of Horace, Lib. ii
Sat 7.

Shall half the new-built Churches round thee ﬁfﬂf}

others were vilely executed,
thro’ fraudulent cabals between
undertakers, officers, &c. Da-
genham-breach had done very
oreat mifchiefs 3 many of the
Highways throughout .En;'?_iami

Yo

were hardly pafiable ; and moft
of thofe which weresepaired by
Turnpikes were made jobs for

: 1 PATEE B Ll gl
private lucre, and infamoufly

executed, even to the en-
trances of London itfelf: The
propofal of building a Bridge
at Weftminfter had been peti-
tion’d againft and rejected ;
but in two years after the pub-
lication of this poem, an A&
for building a Bridge pafs’d thro’
both houfes. * After many de-=

=

bates in the committee, the
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Back to his bounds their fubje¢t Sea command,
And roll obedient Rivers thro’ the Land :

Thefe Honours, Peace to happy Britain brings,
Thefe are Imperial Works, and worthy Kings,

NoTEs.

execution was left to the car- | one; to which our author al-
penter above-mentioned, who ludes in thefe lines,
would have made it a wooden

IWhe builds a Bridge that never drove a pile ©

Should Ripley venture, all the world would fmie.

1
|5

See the notes on that place, P.
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g5 F LR
To Mr. AD D IS0 N,

Occafion’d by his Dialogues on Mepavrs,

EE the wild Wafte of all-devouring years !
How Rome her own fad Sepulchre appears, |
With nodding arches, broken temples fpread !

The very Tombs now vanifh’d like their dead !

NoTEs.

THIS was originally writ- ErisT. V.] As the third
ten 1n the year 1715, when | Epiftle treated of the extremes
Mr. Addifon intended to pub- | of Avarice and Prg’;g?m:; and
lifh his book of medals; it | the fourth took up one parti=
was fometime before he was | cular branch of the Iatter,
fecretary of State ; but not pub- | namely, the wanity of expence
lifhed till Mr. Tickell’s Edition | in people of wealth and quality,
of his works 3 at which time | and was therefore a corollary
the verfes on Mr. Craggs,which | to the third; fo this treats of
conclude the poem, were ad- | one circumftance of that Va-
ded, viz. in 1720, 3 l nity, as it appears in the com-

| mon colle@ors of old coins 3
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Imperial wonders rais’d on Nations fpoil’d, &

Where mix’d with Slaves the groaningMartyr toil’'d s

Huge Theatres, that now unpeopled Woods,

Now drain’d a diftant country of her Floods :

Fanes, which admiring Gods with pride {urvey,

Statues of Men, {carce lefs alive than they !

10

Some felt the filent ftroke of mould’ring age,

Some hoftile fury, fome religious rage.

Barbarian blindnefs, Chriftian zeal conipire,

And Papal piety, and Gothic fire.

NoTEs.

and is, therefore, a corollary

to the fourth.
VER. 6. Where mix’d with

laves the groaning Martyr toil'd]

wonder how this circumftance
came to find a place here. But
let him compare it with ¥ 13,
14, and he will fee the Rea-

The inattentive reader might i fon,

Barbarian blindnefs, Chriftian 2eal confpire,
And papal piety, and gothic fire,

For the 8/aves mentidned above
were of the fame nation with
the Barbarians here: and the
Chriftians here, the Succeflors
of the Martyrs there: Provi-
dence ordaining, that thefe
fhould ruin what 2hsfe were
{o injurioufly employed in rear-
ing : for the poet never lofeth
fight of his great principle.
VER. 9. Fanes, which ad-

miring Gods with pride furvey,]
Thefe Gods were the then Ty-
rants of Rome, to whom the
Empire raifed Temples. The
epithet, admiring, conveys a
ftrong ridicule ; that paffion,
in the opinion of Philofo-
phy, always conveying the
ideas of ignorance and mi-

fery :

Nil admirari prape res eff una, Numici,
Solaque que poffit facere & [ervare beatum.

Admiration implying our ignorance of other things; prige, our

ienorance of ourfelyes.
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296 MORAL ESSAYS., Ep V.

Perhaps, by its own ruins fav’d from flame, 13
Some bury’d marble half preferves a name ;
That Name the learn’d with fierce difputes purfue,
And give to Titus old Vefpafian’s due.

Ambition figh’d : ‘She found it vain to truft

The faithlefs Column and the crumbling Buft :

Huge moles, whofe thadow ftretch’d from fhore to
thore, 21

Their ruins perifh’d, and their place no more !

Convinc’d, the now contracts her vaft defign,

And all her Triumphs fhrink into a Coin.

A narrow orb each crouded conqueft keeps, 235

Beneath her Palm here fad Judza weeps.

Now fcantier limits the proud Arch confine,

And fcarce are feen the proftrate Nile or Rhine ;

A {mall Euphrates thro’ the piece is roll'd,

And little Eagles wave their wings in gold. 30

NoTES:

VER. 18. And give to Titus | each crowded Conquelt feeps,]
old Velpafian’s due.] A fine | A ridicule on the pompous title
infinuation of the entire want | of Orbis Romanus, which the
of Tafte in Antiquaries; whofe | Romans gave to their empire.
ignorance of Characters mil- VER. 27, — the proud Arch]
leadsthem, (fupported only by | i.e. The triumphal Arch,which
a name) againft Reafon and | wasgenerally an enormous mafs
Hiftory. of building.

VER. 25. A narrew Orb
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The Medal, faithful to its charge of fame,
Thro’ climes and ages bears each form and name:
In one fhort view
Gods, Emp’rors,
With fharpen’d fight pale Antiquaries pore,
Th’ infcription value, but the ruft adore.
This the blue varnifh, that the greem endears,
The facred ruft of twice ten hundred years!
To gain Pefcennius one employs his {chemes,
One grafps a Cecrops in ecftatic dreams.

Poor Vadius, long with learned fpleen devour’'d,

fubjected to our eye
Heroes, Sages, Beauties, lie.
35

40

Can tafte no pleafure fince his Shield was {cour’d :
And Curio,

Sighs for an

reftlefs by the Fair-one’s fide,
Otho, and neglects his bride.
Theirs is the Vanity, the Learning thine: 43
Touch’d by thy-hand, again Rome’s glories fhine;
Jer Gods, and god-like Heroes rife to view,

And all her faded garianda bloom a-new.

NoTES.
VER. 35. With fharpen’d VER. 37. This the blue var-
fight erb Autiquaries pore;] ;:fr' that the green endears|

Jw’m;jfmh ¢ glaffes, invented
by plnlaﬂ;phara to d {cover the
heauties in the minuter works
of nature, ridiculoufly applit..d
by Antiquaries, to detect the
cheats of counterfeit medals.

This a colleGor of filver;

lmt, of brafs coins.
VER.41. Poor Vadius] See
his  hiftery, and that of his

Shield, in the Memoirs of Scrib-
Jerus.
2.
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Nor blufh, thefe ftudies thy regard engage ;

Thefe pleas’d the Fathers of poetic rage ; 50

The verfe and {culpture bore an equal part,
And Art refle€ted images to Art.

Oh when fhall Britain, confcious of her claim,

Stand emulous of Greek and Roman fame?

In living medals {ee her wars enroll’d, 54

And vanquifh’d realms fupply recording gold ?

Here, rifing bold, the Patriot’s honeft face ;

"There Warriors frowning in hiftoric brafs :
Then future ages with delight fhall fee

Howr Plato’s, Bacon’s, Newton’s looks agree; 69

NoTEs.

VER. 49. Nor blufh, thefe
Studies thy regard engage;] A
fenfelefs affectation which fome
writers of eminence have be-
trayed ; who when fortune, or
their talents have raifed them
to a condition to do without
thofe arts; for which only
they gained our efteem, have
pretended to think letters below
their Charaé&ter. This falfe
fthame M. Voltaire has very
well, and with proper indig-
nation, expofed in his ac-
count of Mr. Congreve :
¢¢ He had one Defett, which
€ was, his entertaining too
<¢ mean an Idea of his firft
¢¢ Profeflion, (that of a Wri-
¢ ter) tho’ ’twas to this he

« ow’d his Fame and For-
¢ tune. He {poke of hisWorks
¢ asof T'rifles that were beneath
€ him ; and hinted to me in
¢ our firft Converfation, that
¢ I fhould vifit him upon ne
« other Foot than that of a
¢¢ (Gentleman, who led a Life
¢ of plainnefs and fimplicity.
¢¢ Tanfwer’d, that, had he been
¢ {fo unfortunate as to be a
¢ mere (Gentleman, I fhould
¢ never have come tof{ee him3
¢¢ and I was very much difguft-
¢¢ ed at {fo unfeafonablea piece
¢ of vanity. Letters concern=
ing the Enghfh Nation, Xix.
VER. 53. Ob when fball Bri=
tain, &c,] A compliment to
one of Mr, Addifon’s papers iz
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Or in fair feries laurell’d Bards be thown,
A Virgil there, and here an Addifon.
Then thall thy Craccs (and let me call him mine})

On the caft ore, another Pollio, fhine;
With afpeé open, fhall erect his head, 65

And round the orb in lafting notes be read,

< Statefman, yet friend to Truth ! of {oul fincere;

P

&

-

In a&ion faithful, and in honour clear ;

<« Who broke no promife, ferv’d no private end,

«« Who gain’d no title, and who loft no friend;

4

"~

Ennobled by himfelf, by all approv’d,

¢« And prais’d, unenvy’d, by the Mufe he lov’d.

NoTEgs.

the Spe@ator on this fubject.
VER. 67. ¢ Statcfman, yet
friend totruth, &ec.] It {hould
“be remembered that this poem
was written to be printed be-
fore Mr. Addifon’s difcourfe on
Mezdals, in which there is the
the following cenfure of long
Jegends upon coins: ¢¢ The frft
¢ fault 1 find with a modern
<< legend is its diffufivenefs.
¢« You have fometimes the
¢ whole fide of a medal over-
<¢ ruyn with it. One would
¢¢ fancy the Author had a De-
s¢ fign of being Ciceronian—
c¢ hut it is not only the tedi-
< oufnefs of thefe inferiptions

e |

¢¢ that I find fault with; fup-
¢¢ pofing them of a moderate
<¢ length, why muft they be in
We fhould be fur-
¢ prized to fee the title of 2
¢¢ {erious book in rhime, —
Dial. iit.

VEer. ult. And prais’d un-
envy’d by the Mufe be lsv’d.] It
was not likely that men acting
in fo different fpheres as were
thofe of Mr. Craggs and Mr.
Pope, fhould have their friend-
fhip difturbed by Envy. We
muft fuppofe then that fome
circumftances in the friendfhip
of Mr. Pope and Mr. Addifon

are hinted at in this place.

¢ yerfe ?

10,
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