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This Passion, implanted in Man as a Spur to Virtue, is generally perverted
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ESSAY ON SATIRE. vil
Haunts the proud City, and the lowly Shade,

4

And fways alike the Scepter and the Spade. 40

Thus Heav'n in Pity wakes the friendly Flame,
To urge Mankind on Deeds that merit Fame;:
But Man, vain Man, in folly only wife,

Rejects the Manna fent him from the Skies:
With rapture hears corrupted Paffion’s call, 435
Still proudly prone to mingle with the {tall.

As each deceitful fhadow tempts his view,

He for the 7mag’d Subftance quits the #rue;
Eager to catch the vifionary Prize,

In queft of Glory plunges deep in Vice; 50
Till madly zealous, impotently vain,

He forfeits ev’ry ;‘i‘-.-aiil: he pants to f-“hir],

Thus ftill imperious NAaTURrE plies her part ;
And ftill her Dic tlth vork in ev'ry heart.
Each Pow’r that fov’reign Nature bids enjoy, 5§
Man may corrupt, but Man can ne’er deftroy.
Like mighty rivers, with refiftle {s force
The Paffions rage, obftrued in their courfe;
Swell to new heights, forbidden paths explore,
And drown thofe Virtues which they fed before.
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