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ESSAYON SATIRE. 1X

Faith, Juftice, Heav’n itfelf now quit their hold,
When to falfe Fame the captiv’d heart is fold:
Hence, blind to truth, relentlefs Cafo dy’d ;
Nought could fubdue his Virtue, but his Pride.
Hence chafte Lucretia’s Innocence betrayd 83
Fell by that Honour which was meant its aid.
Thus Virtue finks beneath unnumber’d woes,

When Paffions, born her friends, revolt her foes.

Hence SATIRE's pow'r: “Tis her corrective part,
To calm the wild diforders of the heart. ole)
She points the arduous height where Glory lies,
And teaches mad Ambition to be wife :

In the dark bofom wakes the fair defire,

Draws cood from ill, a brichter flame from fire :
E_q ? o) >
Strips black Oppreffion of her gay difguife, g3

And bids the Hae in native horror rife:
> >

Strikes tow’ring Pride and lawlefs Rapine dead,

And pkmts the wreath on Virtue’s awful head.

Nor boafts the Mufe a vain imagin’d Powr,
T ho’ oft the mourn thofe ills the cannot cure. 100

IMmiTaTIONS,
Il aroit embrafler la Verité, qu'il woit ;
Mais de f[es faux Amis il craint la Raillerie,
Et ne brave ainfi Dieu gue par Poltromnerie.
Boireau, Ep. iii
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X ESSAY ONSATIRE.

The Worthy court her, and the Worthlefs fear;

Who thun her piercing eye, that eye revere.

Her awful voice the Vain and Vile obey,

And ev’ry foe to Wifdom feels her {way. 104

Smarts, Pedants, as {he {fmiles, no more are vain;

Defponding Fops refign the clouded cane :

Hufh’d at her voice, pert Folly’s felf 1s ftill,

And Dulnefs wonders while the drops her quill.

Like the arm’d Beg, with art moft fubtly true,

From poys’nous Vice {he draws a healing dew :

Weak are the ties that civil arts ean find, 1§ 8

To quell the ferment of the tainted mind:

Cunning evades, fecurely wrapt in wiles;

And force ftrong-finew’d rends th” unequal toils:

The ftream of vice impetuous drives along, 115

'T'oo deep for Policy, for Pow’r too ftrong.

Ev'n fair Religion, Native of the fkies,

Scorn’d by the Crowd, feeks refuge with theWife;

The Crowd with laughter {purns her awful train,

And Mercy courts, and Juftice frowns in vain, 120
3ut SATIRE’s fhaft can pierce the harden’d breaft ;

She plays a raling Paffion on the reft

ImiTATIONS
¥ |

VER. 110. From poys’nous Vice, etc.] Alluding to thefe Lines
of Mr. Pope; i
In the nice 1 Jee W n Art fo fubtly true

rhe avtracde a hpaling )
Ilt. Il poys nous H ierDs extracis a healng |1




ESSAY ON SATIRE. &
Undaunted ftorms the batt’ry of his pride,
And awes the Brave that Earth and Heav’'n defy'd.
When fell Corruption, by her vafials crown'd, 125
Derides fall'n Juftice proftrate on the ground;
Swift to redrefs an injur’d People’s groan,
Bold SaTirEe fhakes the Tyrant on her throne;
Pow'rful as Death, defies the fordid train,

And Slaves and Sycophants furround in vain, 139

But with the friends of Vice, the foes of SATIRE,

All truth is {pleen ; all juft reproof, Ill-nature,

Well may they dread the Mufe’s fatal {kill;
Well may they tremble when fhe draws her quill:
Her magic quill, that, like ITnuRIEL’s {pear, 135
Reveals the cloven hoof, or lengthen’d ear:

Bids Vice and Folly take their natural {hapes,
Turns Ducheffes to ftrumpets, Beaux to apes;
Drags the vile Whifp’rer from his dark abode,

Till all the Demon ftarts up from the toad. 140

O fordid maxim, form’d to fcreen the vile,
That true good-nature ftill muit wear a {fmile !
In frowns array’d her beauties {tronger rife,

When love of Virtue wakes her fcorn of Vice:
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