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Ll xi ESSAYONSATIRE.
Let clear-ey'd Reafon at the helm prefide, 233

' ‘ Bear to the wind, or ftem the furious tide;

il Then Mirth may urge, when Reafon can explore,

This point the way, tbat waft us glad to thore.

. Tho’ diftant Times may rife in SATIRE’s page,
i Yet chief ’tis Her’s to draw the prefent ﬁge: 240
} With Wifdom’s luftre, Folly’s thade contraft,
And judge the reigning Manners by the paft:

Bid Britain’s Heroes (awful Shades!) arife,

And ancient Honour beam on modern Vice:

Point back to minds ingenuous, actions fair, 24¢
Till the Sons bluth at what their Fathers were :
Ere yet 'twas beggary the great to truft;

Ere yet *twas quite a folly to be juft;

ith When lw-born Sharpers only dar’d a lie,

| Or falfify’d the card, or cogg’d the dye; 2¢0
Ere Lewdnefs the ftain’d garb of Honour wore,
Or Chaftity was carted for the Whore s

Vice flutter’d, in the plumes of Freedom drefs’d 3

1 | Or public Spirit was the public jeft.

Be ever, in a juft exprefiion, bold,

Yet ne’er degrade fair SATIRE to a Scold -
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Iet no unworthy mien her form deba
But let her {mile, and let her frown with grace:
In mirth be temp’rate, temp’rate in her {pleen;
Nor, while the preaches modefty, obfcene. 260
Deep let her wound, not rankle to a fore,

Nor call his Lordfhip —, her Grace a —:

The Mufe’s charms refiftlefs then affail,

When wrapt in Ireny’s tranfparent veil :

Her beauties half-conceal’d the more furprize; 265
And keener luftre fparkles in her eyes.

Then be your line with tharp encomiums grac’'d:

Style Clodius honourable, Bufa chafte.
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Deride not Viice: Abfurd the thought and vain,

To bind the Tyger in fo weak a chain.,

Nay more: when flagrant crimes your laughter
Move,

The Knave exults: to fmile is to approve,

"The Mufes labour then fuccels {hall crown, 273

When Folly feels her fmile, and Vice her frown.

Know next what Meafures toeach Theme belong, |
And {uit your thoughts and numbers to your {fong:
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