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TO AND FROM

EDWARD BLOUNT, Efq.

Fromy Ity o -1725,

o
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Mr. Pore to Epwarp BrounT, Efq.

Auguft 27, 1714.

F Hatever{tudies on the one hand,
amufements on the other, it fhall
be my fortune to fall into, I fhall
be equally incapable of forncttm:; you in any
of them. The taflk I undertook?, though of
weight enough in itfelf, has had a voluntary
increafe by the inlarging my defign of - the
Notes®; and the neceflity of confulting a num-

®The Tranflation of Ho- | OQdyfi fley were Dr. Broome’s.
mer’s Iliad, 3 | —But they fpeak their re-
b The notes on the Iliad ‘ {pective Authors.
were his own : Thofe on the |
B 2 ber
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r of books has carry’d me to Oxford : but; T
f ar, thro” my Lord Harcourt’s and Dr, (JIEH‘.!{(: s
means, | thall be more converfant with the
pleafures and company of the place, than with
the books and manufecripts of it

P
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I find {ill more reafon to cump]ain of the
1-::<D ligence of the Geographers in their Maps of
old Greece, fince I look’d upon two or three
more noted names in the l;ublic: libraries here.
But withall the care Iam capable of] I have fome
caufe to fear hl.. engraver will prejudice me in «

few fituations. I have been forced to write to
him in o hi"I 12 {tyle, that,were my (‘i'}li“” inter-

=

13 it would raife no fiall : xdmiration in an

L}
ordinary man. There is {carce an order in it
of h,i  importance, than to remove fuch and fuch
mountains, alter the courfe of fuch and fuch
i Varsa ATOFE o -~ s -

rivers, place a large city on fuch a coaft, and
raze another in another country. I have fet
bounds to the fea, and {aid to the land, Thus far
fhalt thou advance, and no further®, In the
mean time, I, who talk and command at this
rate, am 1n danger of lofing my horfe, and
it 1115. in fome fear of a umntry Jufticed, To

I-(

difarm me indeed may L., but prudential, con-

F 'v'r_' ] !

i B 1tes o the “"“L} | “;“;‘ﬂ]C of L“C_.lu‘ “ﬁ"u’l..lt
ofanc lent C J....\-'“; laid d owIl at this I”“‘:a pur in \J“-L 4"
by eur Author in his obfer- gainft ¢ ifts

ya«..-_;.,),
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idering what Armies I have at prefent on
a hundred thoutand

1“

and in my fervice ;
cians are no contemptible body; for all that I
can tell, they may be as formidable as four thou-
fand Priefts; and they feem proper forces to
fend againft thofe in Barcelona. That fiege de=
ferves as fine a poem as the Iliad, and the ma-
chining part of poetry would. be the jufter in
it, as, they fay, the inhabitants expe&t Angels
from heaven to their affiftance. May I venture
to fay who am a Pap;i and {ay to you who
are a Papift, that nothing is more aftonithing
to me, than that people fo greatly warm’d with
a fenfe of Liberty, fhould be capable of har-
bouring  fuch weak fuperftition ®, and that fo
much bravery and {fo much folly can inhabit the
fame breafts?

I could not but take a trip to Lond
eath of the Queen, mov’d by the common

T

curmnty of mankind, who leave their own bu-

finefs to be looki: ng upon other mens, I thank

sod, that, as for myfelf, I am below all the ac-
{:uimta of ftate-chan 'cs‘ b my circum{tances,

y
and above them b}f my p 1ilof pr;., Common
cha arity of man to man, and univerfal good-will

¢ Were not the old Ro- | which he fe es falling a prey
mans as warm’'dand as weak? | to Tyranny, imao ine a caufe
And could a'man, t;lr!.tn'li;d more w nJLLl‘} the interpofi-
with the love of civil Liberty, | tion of Heaven ?

B 72 to
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to all, are the points I have moft at heart ; and,
I am fure, ]um, are not to be broken for the
'IJ: of any governors, or government. I am
willing to hop\, the bd’r, and what I more with
than my OwA or any particular man’s advance-
ment, is, that this turn may put an'end entire-
ly to the divifions of Whig and Tory ; that the
parties may love each other as well as I love
them both, or at leaft hurt each othm as little
as 1 would either: and that our own people
may live as quietly as we fhall certainly let

thurs that is to fay, that want of power itfelf

in us may not be a furer prevention of harm,
than want of will in them. I am fure, if all
Whigs and all Tories had the {pirit of one Ro-
man Cathelic that I know, it would be well
for all Roman Catholics ; and if all Roman
Catholics had always had that {pirit, it had
been well for all others - ; and we had never been
chat geu with fo wicked a {pirit as that of Per-
{ecution.

I agree with you in my fentiments of the
ftate of our nation fince this ch ange: I find
myfelf juft in the fame fitvation of mind you
defcribe as your own, heartily withing the good,
that is, the quiet (*fmv Country, and Lo} ng a
total end of all the unh appy divifions of man-
kind by pa uyufmut which at beft 1s but hc

nadnefs of many for the oaln of a few,

I am, &.C :
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1'“?t deal of pleafure I ee yous
letter, dear Sir, written in a ftyle that (hews
you full of he ﬂtl and in the midft of diver-
fions : I think thofe two things neceffary to 2
man who has fuch undertakings in hand as
Yours. All lovers of Homer are indebted to
you for taking iT:'_ much pains about the fitua
tion of his Heroes” kingdoms ; it will not on!;.,:
be of great ufe with zf_gmd to his works, but
to all that read any of the Greek hiftorians;
who generally are ill underftood thro’ the dif-
ference of the mapf‘ as to the places they treat
of, which makes one think one author con-

{}'J

LEn in .4 &, - 3 e .
8 bt 2 e L e e R
tre 'i...;l S aA1lot ’ e, ¥ 0y are¢ gomoe 1o 1ct 4 i

forn 1al pedants ; mld teach men to
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om-fuch authors, as you (with all your }h;-
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m ~n'tvl cannot with alive again to converfe
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tends to get to Heaven out of their form, drefs,
and diet. T would no more make 2 judgment
of an author’s genius from a damning critic,
than I would of 2 man’s religion from an un-
{aving zealot.

I could take great delight in affording you
the new glory of making a Barceloniad (if I
may venture to coin fuch a word:) I fancy you
would find a jufter parallel than it feems at firfk
fight; for the Trojans too had a great mixture
of folly with their bravery; and I am out of
countenance for them when I read the wife re-
fuit of their council, where, after 2 warm de-
bate between Antenor and Paris about reftoring
Helen, Priam fagely determines that they thall
go to {upper. And as for the Greeks, what
can equal their fuperitition in {acrificing an in-
nocent lady ?

Tantum Relligio potuir, &c.

I have a good opinion of my politics, fince
they agree with a man who always thinks fo.

juftly as you. I with it were in our power to
perfuade all the nation into as calm and fteddy
a difpofition of mind.

We have receiv'd the late melancholy news,
with the ufoal ceremony, of condoling in one
: :

breath for the lofs of a

+
1

1
another rejoicing for an illuftrious King. =My
o “

g

VIEWS
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views carry me no farther, than to with th
peace and welfare of my Country ; and my mo-
rals and politics teach me to leave all that to
be adjufted by our reprefentatives above, and
to divine providence. It is much at one to
you and me, who fit at the helm, provided
they will pc:mu us to fail quﬂlv in the great
fhip.  Ambition is a vice that is timely morti=
fy’d in us poor Papifts; we ought in recom-
pence to cultivate as man}; virtues in ourfelves
as we can, that we may be truly great. %moncr
my Ambitions, that Of being a imu,rt, friend is
one of the chief: yet I will confefs that I have
a fecret pleafure to have fome of my defcend-
ants know, that their Anceftor was great with
Mr. Pope.

I am, &c.

e e RS U ————

L-EE-F RE_R-_ILE
From Mr. BLroun T.

Nov. 11, 1715

T isan agreement of long date between you
and me, rI at you fhould do with my letters
juft as you pleafed, and anfwer them at your
lerfure; and that is as foon as I fhall think you
ought. I have {o true a tafte of the fubftantial
part
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part of your friendfhip, that I wave all cere=
monials ; and am fure to make you as many
vifits as I can, and leave you to return them
whenever you pleafe, affuring you they fhall at
all times be heartily welcome to me.

The many alarms we have from your parts,
have no effe upon the genius that reigns in
our country, which ishappily turn’d to preferve
peace and quiet, among us. What a difmal
fcene has there been opened in the North ?
what ruin have thofe unfortunate rath gentle-
men drawn upon themfelves and their mifera-
ble followers, and perchance upon many others
too, who upon no aceount would be their
followers ? However, it may look ungenerous
to reproach people in diftrefs. I don’t remem-
ber you and 1 ever ufed to trouble ourfelves
about politics, but when any matter h:-i_pa
pened to fall into our difcourfe, we us’d to
condemn all undertakings that tended towards
the difturbing the peace and quiet of cur Coun-
try, as contrary to the notions we had of mo-
rality and religion, which oblige us on no pre-
tence whatfoever to violate the laws of cha-
rity. How many lives have there been loft in
hot blood, and how many more are there like
to be taken off in cold ? If the broils of the na-
tion affect you, come down to me, and though
we are farmers, you know Eumeus made his

friends



rroM EDW.BLOUNT, Es Ii

friends welcome. You fhall here W’(}l‘ﬁlip the
Echo at your eafe ; indeed we are forced to do
fo, becaufe we can’t hear the firft report, and
therefore are obliged to liften to the fecond ;
which, for fecurity fake, I do not always believe
neither.

*Tis a great many years fince I fell in love
with the chara@er of Pomponius Atticus: I
long’d to imitate him a little, and have con-
triv’d hitherto, to be, like him, engaged in no
party, butto be a faithful friend to fome in
both : I find myfelf very well in this way hi-
therto, and live in a certain peace of mind by
it, which, I am perfuaded, bringsa man more
content than all the perquifites of wild ambi-
tion. I with pleafure join with you in wifhing,

. 1ot afhamed to {av | avine for it
nay I am not athamed to fay, in prayine for the
- o L o L=
|

welfare temporal and eternal of all mankir

How much more affectionately then fhall I do
fo for you, fince I am in a moft pﬂltlfﬂ.lll man-
ner, and with all fincerity, Your

‘J“

e e e e en -

‘} i I) ';" -) I‘
11 be {o intereftin:

as fome circumitances of

Know of nothing that wil
to you at prcia it,
the laft a& of that eminent comic poet, and
our

o
o

U
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our friend, Wycherley. He had often told me,
as I doubt not he did all his acquaintance, that
he would marry as foon as his life was defpair’d
of : Accordingly a few days before his death
he underwent the ceremony ; and join’d toge-
ther thofe two facraments which, wife men fay,
fhould be the laft we receive ; for, if you ob-
ferve, Matrimony is placed after Extreme unc-
tion 1n our Catechifm, asa kind of hint of the
order of time in which they are to be taken.
The old man then lay down, fatisfy’d in the
confcience of having by this one ac paid his
juft debts, obliged a woman, who (he was told)
had merit, and thewn an heroic refentment of
the 1ll ufage of his next heir. Some hundred
pounds which he had with the Lady, difcharg-
ed thofe debts; a jointure of four hundred a
year made her a recompence ; and the nephew
he left to comfort himfelf as well as he could,
with the miferable remains of a mortgaged
eftate. I faw our friend twice after this was
done, lefs peevith in his ficknefs than he ufed
to be in his health; neither much afraid of
dying, nor (which in him had been more like-
ly) much athamed of marrying. The even-
ing before he expired, he called his young wife
to the bedfide, and earneftly entreated her not
to deny him one requeft, the laft he fhould
make. Upon her affurances of confenting to

I it,
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15 only t n~ that
\: 23
again. i

cannot help remarking, that fic an 5, which of-

it; he told her, ¢ Mydear, it
‘ you will never marry an old nn
ten deftroys both wit (111\1 wifdom, vet feldom
has power to remove that talent which we call
humour : Mr. Wycherley thew’d his, even in
this laft compliment ; tho* I think his requeft
a little hard, for why fhould he bar her from
doubling her Jointure on the fame eafy terms?

So trivial as thefe circumitances are, I thould
not be difpleas’d myfelf to know fuch trifles,
when they concern or chara&erife any eminent
perfon, The wifeft and wittiet of men are
feldom wifer or wittier than others in thefe {o-
ber moments : At leaft, our friend ended much
in the chara&er he had lived in: and Horace’s
rule for a play, may as well be apply’d to him
as a play-wright,

Servetur ad imum
Rualis ab inceptu procefferit, et _fibi confiet.

I am, &c.

bl Dl Lo S D e
Feb. 10, 1715-16.
Am juft return’d from the country, whither

Ir. Rowe accompanied me, and pafs’d a
Wi °EL in the foret. I need not tell you how

much
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much a man of his turn entertain’d me; but
muft acquaint you there is a vivacity and gaie-
ty of difpofition almoft peculiar to him, whzch
make it impofiible to part from him without
that uneafinefs which ﬂencr*lly fucceeds all our
pleafures, I have been juft taking a {olitary
walk by moon-fhine, full of refletions on the
tranfitory nature of all human delights; 'mf""
giving my thoughts a loofe in the contempla

tion of thofe fatisfactions which probably we
may hereafter tafte in the company of feparate
{pirits, when we fhall range the walks above,
and perhaps gaze on this world at as vaft a di-
{tance as we now do on thofe worlds. The
pleafures we are to enjoy in that converfation
muft undoubtedly be of a nobler kind, and (not
unlikely) may proceed from the difcoveries each
ﬂmllcommumcme to another, of God and of
Nature; for the happinefs of minds can furely

e nothing but knowledge.

The higheft gratification we receive here
from company is Mirth, which at the beft is
but a fluttering u 1111i::t motion, that beats about
the breaft for a few moments, and after leaves
it void and e empt ty, Keeping good company,
even the beft, is but a lefs thameful art of lof-
ing time. What we here call {cience and ftu-
dy, are little better : the greater number of arts
to which we apply r::urfelx-cs are mere groping

in
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in the dark ; and even the fearch of our moft
important concerns in a future being, is but
a needlefs, anxious, and uncertain hafte to be
knowing, {ooner tfmn we can, what without
all this {olicitude we fhall know a little later.
We are but curious impertinents in the cafe of
futurity.  *Tis not our bumr':b to be guefling
what the ﬁatc of fouls fhall be, but to be doing

what may make our own ftate h""ll“,' ; We can-

%
xh ]

not be kno u-mg, but we can be virtuous.

If this be my notion of a great part of that
hif-rh {cience, Divinity, you \.ul]. I*“ {o civil as
to imagine I lay no mighty firefs upon the reft.
Evcn of my darli ing poetry I really make no o-
ther ufe, than horfes of the bf: s tlmt gingle
about their ears (tho” now and then they tofs
their heads as if they were proud of them) on-
Iy to ")g on, a little more merrily.

Your obfervations on the narrow conccPtlons
of mf‘nn'nﬂ in the point of Friendthip, confirm
me in what I was fo fortunate as at my firft
u*ochdgc of you to hope, and fince fo amply
to experience. Let me take {fo much decent
pride and dignity upon me, as to tell you, that
but for opinions like thefe which I difcover’d in
your mind, Ihad never made the trial I have
done ; which has fucceeded fo much to mine,
and, I believe, not lefs to your fatisfaction : for,
it I know you right, your pleafure is greater

in
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in obliging me, than I can feel on my part, tilf
it falls in my power to oblige you.

Your remark, that the variety of opinions in
politics or religion is often rather a gratification,
than an objection, to people who have fenfe
enough to confider the beautiful order of nature

in her variations ; makes me think you have
not conftrued Joannes Secundus wrong, in the
verfe which precedes that which you quote :
Bene nota Frdes, as 1 take it, does no way fig-
nify the Roman Catholic Religion, tho’ Se-

cundus was of it. I think it was a generous
thought, and one that flow’d from an exalted
mind, That it was not improbable but God

gEac _ .
might be delighted with the various methods
':r 11 5 } 1’1 = 1 ] . E I\.- 1-1 1
LJJ. Ol J_,LllDII]( ]1llJ 'i]l(l. (.el\ JL_.Ltl t*:'\: \-1,'._-5:-:

-]

world?. I am pretty {ure you and I thould no
more make good Inqmﬁtmb to the modern ty-

rants in faith, than we could have been quali-

* This was an opinion | mankind was purchafed by
taken up by the old Philo- | the death of Je f.‘, which is
fophers, as the Jaft fupport | the gofpel idea of his Reli-
of Paganifim againft C hrifbi- g:'iu'i Nor is there any need
anity : And the Miffionaries, | of this opinion to difcre edit
to both the i..mbj tell us, 1t | pu.hu‘t.cn For theini 1quity
is the firft anfwer modern | of that practice does not a-
barbarians give to the offer | rife from reftraining what
ma wde them of the Gofpel. | God permits or delights in,
B nr_'i_lunh._.p might fee that | but from ufurping a jurifdic- -
the notion is not only ;:J"h"—?'{r'— tion over (.O;]].Lm.‘]c;', which
bable, but .npoﬂl le to be l belongs only to his tribu-

rrae, if the redemption of | nal

e

4
1ea
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fied for Lictors to Procruftes, when he con-
verted refractory members with therack, Ina
word, I can only repeat to you what, I think,
I have formerly faid ; th:lt I as little fear God
will damn a man who has Charity, as I hope
that any Prieft can fave him without it,

Iam, &ec,

LE . TE R Vi,

March 20, 1712-16.

-

E ‘ind that a real concern is not only a hin-
drance to ipcahnw but to w riting too : the
more time we give ourfelves to thum over one’s

own or a friend’s unhampincf‘"; the more un-
able we grow to exprefs the grief that proceeds
from it It is as 1';atur;11 to delay a Ic;ttu‘p at
fuch a feafon as this, as to retard a melancholv

vifit to a perfon one cannot relieve.  One is
athamed in that circumfia ance, to pretend t
entertain people with trifling, ir::.z;_*-;:-*?"imﬂt af-
fectations of forrow on thf., one hand, or un-
feafonable and ﬂ)ucd galeties on the other,
"Tis a kind of plo.--,-.ns-_uo:] uf things facred,
to treat {o folemn a matter as a generous vo-

H
9,

lunffu'y fuffering, with compliments, or he-
roIC gallantries, Such a mind as your’s has no

st =}

need of bej ng {pirited up into hone our, like

C a weak
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a weak woman, praifed into an opiﬂion of its
own virtue. ’Tis enough to do and fuffer
what we ought ; and men fhould know

—.|

, tnat
the noble power of {uffering bravely is as far
above that of :‘;:Lcrpl'i-?:-pf'r greatly, asan unble-
mifth’d confcience and inflexible refolution are
above an accidental flow of {pirits, or a fudden
tide of blood. If the whole 1;—.1.510urs bufinefs
oi mankind be included in refignation to our
Maker, and charity to our fellow creatures,
there are now fome people who give us as ¢ good
an O“hpOli‘lII‘lt} of pm&lﬁ*‘ﬁ the one, as them-

{elves have given an inftance of the violation uf
the other. Whoever is really brave, has al-
ways this comfort when he is opprefs’d, that he

knows himfelf to. be fuperior to thofe who in-

jure him : for the grc&teﬁ power on earth can

no fooner do him that injury, but the brave
man can make himfelf greater by forgiving it.

If it were generous to feck for allevi 1ating con-
folations.in a calamity of fo much 01@11’ one
might fay, that to be ruin’d thus in the grofs,
with a whole people, is but like per ithing in
the ‘gknmm conﬂaamtmn where 110Lhmﬂr we
can value is left hmd us.

Methinks, thc—: moft heroic thing we are left
capable of doing, is to endeavour to lighten
each other’s load, and {or.:p;*:fa’d as.we are) to
fuccour fch as are yet more opprefs’d. If there
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are foo many who cannot be affifted but by
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wihat we cannot give, our money ; tiere are yet
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others who may be relieved by our counfel, by

our countenance, and even by our chearfulnefs

1i%l s

The misfortun

o

s of private families, the mifun-
derftandings of people whom diftreffes make
fufpicious, the coldnefles of relations whom
change of religion may difunite, or the neeeffi-
ties of half-ruin’d eftates render unkind to each
other ; thefi

B

efe at leaft may be foftened in fome
gree, by a general well-managed humanity
ong ourfelves ; if all thofe who have your
principles of belicf, had alfo" your fenfe and
condu@. But indeed moft of thém have given
lamentable proofs of the contrary ; and ’tis to be
apprehended that they who want fenfe, are
only religions through weaknefs, and oood-na-
tared thro’ thame. Thefe are narrow-minded
creatures that never deal in eflentials, their faith
never looks beyond ceremonials, nor their cha-
rity beyond rela

tions. -~ As poor as I am, I
would gladly relieve any diftreffed, confcien-
trous French refugee at this inftant : what muft
my concern then be, when I perceive fo many
anxieties now tearing thofe hearts, which I have
defired a place in, and clouds of melancholy
rifing on thofe.faces, which I have long look’d
upon with affection ? 1 begin already to feel
both what fome apptehend, and what othets

2 aIc
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are yet too ftupid to apprehend. I grieve with
the old il.-h {o many cfﬁiu onal jmum“cmencicc

and ¢ *,ng;rirts, more than their {fmall remain of
life feemed deftined to undergo; and with the
young, for {fo many of thofe g'uc..ifss and plea-
fures (the portion oi" '\,ouﬂ ) which they will
by this means be deprived of. This brings in-
to-my mind one or other of thofe I love beft,
and among them the widow and fatherlefs, late
of —. As I am certain no people living had an
earlier and truer fenfe of others misfortunes, or
a more generous refignation as to what might
be their own, fo I earneftly with that whatever
part they muft bear, may be render’d as fup-
pertable to them, as it is in the power of any
friend to make it.

But I know you have prevented me in this
thought, as you always will in any thing that is
good, or generous: I find by a letter of y ou
lady’s (which I have feen) t that their eafe nd
tranquillity is part of your care. I believe thcrc 8
fome fatality in it, that you fhould always
from time to time, be doing thofe particular
things that make me enamour’d of you.

I write this from W indﬁ}rw}?m'tf{ of which
I am come to take my laft look. We here bid
our neighbours adieu, much as thofe who go
to be h'mf“ d do their fellow-prifoners, who

condemn d to follow them a few weeks af-
fcr,
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ter. I parted from honeft Mr. D* with ten-
dernefs ; and from old Sir William T'rumbull
as from a venerable prophet, foretelling with
lifted hands the miferies to come, from which
he is juft going to be remov’d himfelf.

Perhaps, now I have learnt fo far as
Nos dulcia linquimus arva,
my next leflon may be

MNos Patriam fugimus.

Let that, and all elfe be as Heaven pleafes!
I have provided juft enough to keep me a man
of honour. I believe you and I fhall never be
afthamed of each other. I know I with my
Country well, and, if it undoes me, it fhall not
make me with it otherwife.

L08R RVl E
From Mr. BLounT.

March 24, 1715-16.
5? OUR letters give me a gleam of fatif-
fa&tion, in the midft of a very dark and
cloudy fituation of thoughts, which it would
be more than human to be exempt from at this

time, when our homes muft either be left, or
€3 be
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n my o} yinion rather to congratulate you, fince

you havé the pleafure of the profpect whenever
you take it 1"1"(.‘1]1 your -fhelf, and at the {ame
time the folid ¢ afh you fold it for, of which
Virgil in his c-\.ilu knew nothing in thofe days,
and which will make every phr,c cafy to you,
I for my pv' am not {ol ‘”1 Py; MYy parva ru-
ra are faften’d to me, fo that I can’t exchange

b-.r
them, as you have, for more portable means of

1edl

Jut_;n;aii;mt_,a; and j t I hope to gather e:pcgfl
to make the Patriam fugimus fupportable to
me : ’tis what T am refolved on, with 1
Penate.  If therefore you afk me, to whom
you fhall complain ? T will exhort you. to leave
lazinefs and the elms of St, James’s Park, and
hoofe to join the other two propoih s

in
fafety and i’rim:dihip {tlz- leaft of which is 2

.

N Ty "'f*.(:r'a o -~y 1{ :l-n T o .

eood motive for moft th.;.g_f)s, as the other is

A f it R R i st G

for almoft every thing) "and go with me where
o (]

e ; et z SEAP S T 2
War will not reach us, nor paultry Confiables
r et
wmmon us to veltiries,

r-_‘:w J- rfggem ."\tn B TTMY1Y Pt o -r-xﬂ - l—-n 1 ".
1 e ruture Cl-lult you Iqu.tt I me witn, W lu

find me fill here, and I think { may be here
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a month longer. 'Whenever I go from hence,
one of the fu.— reafons to make me regret my
home will be, that I fhall not have the plc.h
fure of faying to yo

Hic tamen banc mecum poteris requiefcere noltem,

which would have render’d this place more
agreeabl \,, than ever it elfe could be to me; for
I proteft, it is with the utmoft fincerity t that I
aflure you, I am entirely,
Dear Sir,
Y our, &c.

Lok T E R Vi,

June 22, 1717.

F a regard both to public and private affairs

may plead a lawful excufe in behalf of a
negligent correfpondent, I have really a very
good title to it. I cannot fay whether *tis a fe-
licity or unhappinefs, that Iam obliged at this
time to give my whole application to Homer ;
when without that employment, my thoughts
muft turn upon what is lefs agreeable, the vio-
lence, madnefs, and refentment of modernWar-
makers ®, which are likely to prove (to fome

s This was written in the year of the affair of Prefton. P.

C 4 people
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pe Lp ¢ at leaft) more fatal, than the fame qua-
lities in Achilles did to his unfortunate coun-
try-men,

5
e

T}m’ *th-s (u.,., e of my fcene of life, from
tt 1de I'hames, be

—_
— -
o
o
I»-|

1 m
!
i
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one {3-'? t
be called a notable period in {o inconfiderable
a hiftory ; yet you can fcarce i;nagiuc any hero
to another, with

m much trarqt lity, {o eafy a tranfition, and
fo landable a behaviour. I am become {o tru-

I afil m from one ftage of life
1l

ly a citizen of the world (according to Plato’s
¢ v}.r:‘jiim} that I look with equal indifference
on what I have left, and on what I have gain-
p'u times and amufements paft are not

5

A g e
11101€E ll {Cca dream fo

me, than th _:fr_ which are
prefent ; 1 hr; in a 1‘c:'=f"rc-u:mg kind of inac-
tion, and have one comfort at lealt from ob-
fcurity, that the darknefs helps me to {leep the
better. I now and then refleé upon the cnjuy-
ment of my friends, whom, I fanq, remen

ber much as feparate {pirits do us, at tender in-
tervals, neither intern ipting their own employ-
ments, nor altogether carelefs of ours, I-b” in

general conftantly R‘.iﬂlf..“ us well, and home
1.

to have us one dav in their company.

To grow indifferent to the world 1S tO grow

philofophical, or religious (which foever of
thofe turns we chance to take) and indeed the

world
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world is fuch a thing, as one that thinks pretty
much, mutft either laugh at; or be angry with :
but if we laugh at it, they fay we are proud;
and if we are angry with it, they fay we are
1ll-natur’d.  So the moft politic way is to
{eem always better pleas’d than one can be,
greater admirers, greatér lovers, and in fhort
greater fools, than we really are: fo fhall we
live comfortably with our families, quietly with
our neighbours, favoured by our mafters, and
happy with our miftrefles. I have filled my
paper, and {o adieu.

e B T -E R B

Sept. 8, 1717
Think your leaving England was like a good
man’s leaving the world, with the bleffed
confcience of having alted well in it;- and I
hope you have received your reward, in being
happy where you are, 1 believe, in the reli-
gious country you inhabit, youw'll be better
picafed to find I confider you in this light, than
if I compared you to thofe Greeks and Ro.
mans, whofe conftancy in fuffering pain, and
whofe refolution in purfuit of a generous end,
you would rather imitate than boaft of
But I had a melancholy hint the other day,
as if you were yet a martyr to the fatigue your
virtoe
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virtue made you undergo on this fide the wa-
ter. ' I beg, if your health be reftored to you,
not to deny me the joy of knowing it. Your
endeavours of fervice and good advice to the
poor papifts, put me in mind of Noah’s preach-
ing forty years to thofe folks that were to be
drowned at laft. At the Wca"“ﬁ I hearti ly w vith

your Ark may find an Ararat, and the wife and
family. (the hopus of the good p:ltri:u'ch) land
fafely after the deluge, upon the fhore of Tot-
nefs.

If I durft mix prophane with facred hifto-
ry, Iwould chear you with the old tale of Bru-
tus the w.naﬂndumu I'rojan, who found on that
very coaft the happy end of his peregrinations
and adventures.

I have very lately read Jeffery of Monmouth
(to whom your Cornwall is not a little be-
holden) in the tranflation of a clergyman in my
neighbourhood. The poor man is highly con-
cerned to vindicate Jeffery’s veracity as an hifto-
rian ; and told me he was pufaulv aftonifhed,
we of the Roman communion could doubt of
the legends of his Giants, while we believe
thofe of our Saints. I am forced to make a fair
compofition with him ; and, by crediting fome
of the wonders of Corinzus and Gogmagog,
have brought him fo far already, that he fpeaks
refpe@fully of St. Chriftopher’s carrying Chrift,

and
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and the refufcitation of St. Nicholas Tolentine’s
chicken. . Thus we proceed apace in con-
verting each other from all manner of infide-

lity.

Ajax and He&or are no more to be com-
pared to Corinzus and Arthur, than the Guelphs
and Ghibellines are to the Mohocks of ever
dreadful memory. This amazing writer has
made me lay afide Homer for a week, and,when
I take him up again, I fhall be very well pre-
par’d to tranflate, with belief and reverence,
the {peech of Achilles’s Horle.

You'll excufe all this trifling, or any thing
elfe which prevents a fheet full of compliment :
and believe there is nothing more true (even
more true than any thing in jcfﬁ:ry 15 falfe)
than that T have a conftant affection for you,
and am, &c.

P. S, T know you will take part in rejoycing
for the victory of Prince Eugene over the Turks,
in the zeal you bear to the Chriftian intereft,
tho’ your Coufin of Oxford (with whom I
dined yefterday) fays, there is no other differ-
ence in the Chriftians beating the Turks, or the
Turks beating the (,hmfh;ms., than whether the
Emperor fhall firft declare war againft Spain,
or Spain declare it againft the Emperc :

L ET-95ER
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Nov. 27, 1717.
HE queftion you propofed to me is what
at prefent I am the moft unfit man in the

world to anfwer, by my lofs of one of the beft

of Fathers.

He had lived 1n fuch a courfe of Temper-
ance as was enough to make the longeft life a-
orecable to him, and in fuch a courfe of Piety
as fufficed to make the moft fudden death o
alfo. Sudden indeed it was: however, I hear-
tily beg of God to give me fuch an one, pro-
vided I can lead fuch a life. 1T leave him to the
nercy of God, and to the piety of a religion
that extends beyond the grave: S; qua eft ea
cura, &c.

He has left me to the ticklith management
of {o narrow a fortune, that any one falfe ftep
would be fatal. My mother is in that difpirited
{tate of "eﬁ:nm*mn, which 1s the effect of long
life, and the lofs of what is dear to us, We
are really each of us in want of a friend, of
fuch an humane turn as yourfelf, to make al-
moft any thing defirable to us, I feel your ab-
{fence more than ever, at the fame time I can
lefs c:;preifa my regards to you than ever; and
fhall make this, which is the moft fincere let-

ter
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ter I ever writ to you, the fhorteft and fainteft
perhaps of any you have received. *Tis enough
if you reflet, that barely to remember any per-
fon when one’s mind is taken up with a fenfible
forrow, is a great degree of friendfhip, I can
{ay no more but that I love you, and all that
are yours ; and that I wifh it may be very long
before any of yours fhall feel for you what I
now feel for my father, Adieu.

LoE-T: T -E B Xk

Rentcomb in Gloucefterfhire, O, 3, 1721.

O U R kind letter has overtaken me here,
for I have been in and about this country
ever fince your departure. Iam well pleas’d to
date this from a place fo well known to Mrs.
Blount, where I write as if I were diQated to
by her anceftors, whofe faces are all upon me.
I fear none fo much as Sir Chriftopher Guife,
who, being in his fhirt, feems as ready to com-
bate me, as her own Sir John was to demolifh
Duke Lancaftere. I dare fay your lady will re-
colleét his figure. Ilook’d upon the manfion,
walls, and terraces; the plantations, and ﬂones,
whlch nature has made to command a variety
of valleys and rifing woods ; with a veneration
mix’d
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mix'd withea pleafure, that reprefented her to
me in thofe .pu _;JL, amufe SMEnts, which en-

gaged her fo many years ago in this place. I
fancied I faw her iubu over a fanpler, or gay
over a jomnted baby. I dare fay fhe did one

[4¢ re-

th:nfr more; everr v thofe early times;

‘ member’d her Creator in the days of her

}-*Dutn.’

You defcribe fo well your hermitical ftate of
life, than none of the ancient anchorites could
go beyond you, for a cave in a rock, with a
fine {pring, or any of the accommodations that
befit a folitary. (JDIV I don’t remember to have
read, that any of thofe venerable and holy per-
fonages took with them alady, and begat {ons
and daughters. You muft modeftly be content
to be acu}unted a patriarch. But were you a
little younger, I fhould rather rank you with
Sir Amadis, and his fellows. If Piety be foro-
mantic, I thall'turn hermit in good earneft ; for,
I fee, one may go fo far as to be poctlcnl, and
hope to fave one’s foul at the fame time; Ireal-

ly: with myfelf fomething more, thatis, a pro-
phet ; for I with I were, as 11 abakkuk, to-be
taken by the hair of his head,  and vifit Daniel

in hisden. You are very U-bllﬂ'mu‘ in faying,
I. have now a whole family upon my hands to
whom to difcharge the part of a friend ; I affure
you, I like them all {o well; that T will never

L L )
quit
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quit my hereditary right to them ; you have
made me yours, and Confcqucntly them mine,
I ftill fee them walking on my green at Twick-
enham, and gratefully remember, not only their

en-gowns, but the inftruCtions they gave me
how to flide down and trip up the fteepeft
flopes of my mount

Pray think of me fo metimes, as 1 fhall of-
ten of youw ;. and know me for what I am,
that is,

Your, &c.

SRS DR D B D LGS £
Oct 21, 1921,

OUR very kind and obliging manner of

enquiring after me, among the firft con-
cerns of life, at your refufcitation, fhould have
been fooner anfwer’d and acknowledged. I
fincerely rejoice at your recovery froman illnefs
which gave me lefs pain than it did you, only
from my ignorance of it. I fhould have elfe
bee fc:no fly and deeply affliGted, in the
thought of your danger by a fever. I think
it a fine and a natural thou tht, which I iatci}r
read in a letter of Montaigne’s publifh’d by P.
Cofte, giving an account Uf the laft words of
an intimate friend of his : ¢ Adieu, my friend !

“.the
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““ the pain I feel will foon be over; but I grieve
“ for that you are to feel, which is to laft you
‘¢ for life.”

I join with your family in giving God thanks
for lending us a worthy man fomf,what longer.,
The comforts you receive from their attend-
ance, put me in mind of what old Fletcher of
Saltoune faid one day to me. ** Alas, I have

‘ nothing to do but to die; Iam a poor indivi-
“ dual ; no creature to with, or to fear, for
““ my life or death : *Tis the Ui“lf reafon I have
‘“ to repent being a fingle man ; now I grow

“old, I'am like a tree without a prop, and

‘ without young trees to grow round me, for
“ company and defence.”

I hope the gout will foon go after the fever,
and all evil things remove fld from you. Bat
pray tell me, when will you move towards us ?
If you had an interval to get hither, I care not
what fixes you aftery LLILE: except the gout,
Pray come, and never ftir from us again, Do

away your dirty acres, caft them to dir ty people,
fuch as in the Scripture-phrafe poffefs the land.

Shake off your earth like the noble animal in
Milton,

The tawny lyon, pawing fo get free

His binder parts, be [prings as broke from bonds,

And rampant [hakes bis brinded main ; the ounce,
f The
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The lizard, and the tiger,, as the mole
Rifing, the crumbled carth above them threw

In billocks !

But, I believe; Milton never thought thefe fine
verfes of his fhould be apply’d to a man felling
a parcel of dirty acres; tho’ in the main; I
think, it may have fome refemblance. For,
God knows ! this little fpace of ground nou-
rifhes, buries, and confines us, as that of Eden
did thofe creatures, till we can fhake it loofe, at
leaft in our affections and defires.

Believe, dear Sir, I truly love and value you s
let Mrs. Blount know that fhe is in the lift of
my Memento, Domine, famulorum famularum-
que’s; &c. My poor mother is far from well,
declining ; and I am watching over her, as we
watch an expiring taper, that even when it looks
brighteft, waftes fafteft. I am (as you will
fee from the whole air of this letter) not in
the gayeft nor cafieft humour, but always with
fincerity, Your, &c.

LB T R G

June 24, 1

Y OU may truly do me the juftice to think

no man 1s more your fincere well-wifher
than myflf, or more the fincere well-wither of

D my
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my whole family; with all which, I cannot
deny but T have a mixture of envy to you all,
for loving one another fo well; and for enjoy-
ing the {weets of that life, which can only be
tafted by people of good-will.

They from all fhades the darknefs can exclude,
And from a defart beniflo [olitude.

Torbay is a paradife, and a ftorm is but an
amufement to fuch people. I you drink Tea
upon 2 promontory that over-hangs the fea,’ it

is preferable to an Aflembly : and the whlihlnw
of the wind better mufic to contented and lov-
ing  minds, than the Opera to the {pleenful,
ambitious, difeas’d, dl.ﬂu ited, and diftra&ed
fouls which this world affords ; nay, this world
affords no other. Happy they, who are ba-
nifh’d from us! but happier they, who can
banifh them{elves ; or more properly banifh the
world from them T

Alas! I live at Twickenham !

I take that period to be very fublime, and to
include more than a hundred fentences that
might be writ to exprefs diftraction, hurry, mul-
tiplication of nothings, and all the fatiguing per-
petual bufinefs of having no bufinefs to do.
You'll wonder I reckon tranflating the Odyfiey
as nothing. But whenever I think {erioufly
and of late T have met with fo many oecafions

of
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of thinking ferioufly, that I begin never to think
otherwife) I cannot but think thele things very
idle ; as idle as if a beaft of burden fhould go
on gingling his bells, without bearing any thing
valuable about him, or ever ferving his mafter.

Life’s vain Amufements, amidft which we dwell;
Not weigh'd, or underflood, by the grim God of
Hell!

faid a heathen poet; as he is tranflated by a
chriftian Bifhop, who has, firft by his exhorta-
tions, and fince by his example, taught me to
think as becomes a reafonable creature — but
he 1s gone !

I remember I promis’d to write to you, as
{foon as I fthould hear you were got home. You
muft look on this as the firft day I've been my-
felf, and pafs over the mad interval un-imputed
to me. How punctual a correfpondent 1 fhall
hence-forward be able or not able to be, God
knows: but he knows, I fhall ever be a punc-
tual and grateful friend; and all the good wifhes

L

f1 F‘
of fuch an one will ever attend you.

D 2 L E TRl
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Twick’nam, June 2, 1

OU fhew yourfelf a juft man and a friend:

in thofe guefles and fuppofitions you make
at the poflible reafons of my filence ; every one
of which is a true one. As to forgetfulnefs of
you or yours, I affure you, the promifcuous
converfations of the town ferve only to put me
in mind of better, and more quiet, to be had
in a corner of the world (undifturb’d, inno-
cent, ferene; and {enfible) with fuch as you.
Let no accefs of any diftruft make you think of
me differently in a cloudy day from what you
do in the moft funfhiny weather. Letthe young
ladies be affured T make nothing new in my
gardens without withing to fee the print of their
fairy fteps in every past of them. I have put
the laft hand to my works of this kind, in hap-
pily finithing the fubterraneous way and grotto:
kthere found a fpring of the cleareft water,
which falls.in a perpetual rill; that echoes thro™
the cavern day and night. From the river
Thames, you fee thro’ my arch up a walk of
the wildernefs, to a kind of open Temple,
wholly compos’d of fhells in the ruftic man-
ner; and from that diftance under the temple
vou. look down thro’ a floping arcade of trees,

and:
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and fee the fails on the river paffing fuddenly
and vanifhing, as thro’ a perfpetive glafs.
When you thut the doors of this grotto, it be-
comes on the inftant, from a luminous room, a
Camera obfcura ; on the walls of which all the
objects of the river, hills, woods, and boats, are
forming a moving picture in their vifible radia-
tions : and when you have a mind to light it
up, it affords you a very different fcene ; it is
finithed with fhells interfperfed with pieces of
looking-glafs in angular forms ; and in the ciel-
ing is a ftar of the fame material, at which
when a lamp (of an orbicular figure of thin ala-
bafter) is hung in the middle, a thoufand point-
ed rays glitter, and are refleGted over the place.
There are conneéted to this grotto by a nar-
rower paflage two porches, one towards the ri-
ver of {mooth ftones full of light, and open ;
the other toward the Garden fhadow’d with
trees, rough with fhells, flints, and iron-ore.
The bottom is paved with fimple pebble, as is
alfo the adjoining walk up the wildernefs to the
temple, in the natural tafte, agreeing not ill
with the little dripping murmur, and the aqua-
tic idea of the whole place. It wants nothing
to complete it but a good ftatue with an in-
feription, like that beautiful antique one which
you know I am fo fond of,

D3 H yus
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Hujus Nympha loci, facri cuffodia_fontis,
Diermio, dum Mﬁmf’g&' entio Mmurmur aque.
> 1
Parce meum., qu mzs s wu, cava marmord,
3 f >

Sfommum

Rumpere 5 i bibas, five lavere, tace.

Nymphof the grot, thefe facred {prings I keep,
And to the murmur of thefe waters fleep ;
Ah {pare my flumbers, gently tread the cave!
And drink in filence, or in filence lave !

You'll think I have been very poetical in this
defcription, but it is p.cttv near the truthz, T
with you were here to bear teftimony how little

it owes to Art, either the place itfelf, or the

image I give of it. I am, &c.
L

hadia B P BoR < XV,
Sept. 135 1725 .

o

Should be atham’d to own the receipt of

psesd

a very kind of letter from you, two whole
n the date of this; if I were not

greatly inlarged | it one of the moft elegant

iproved this Grotto | and romantic - retirements
not long before bis death : | that was any where to be
and, by incrufting it about | feen. He has made it “the
with a v: ‘”L number of ores |- fu 'I|LL| of a very pretty poen
and minerals of the richeft | of a fingular caft and com-
and rareft kf;adsa had made pr._.i".!_--“

more
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more alhamed to tell a lye, or to make an ex-
cufe, which is worfe than a lye (for being built
upon fome probable circumftance, it makes ufe
of a degree of truth to falfify with, and is a lye
guarded.) Your letter has been in my pocket
in conftant wearing, till that, and the pocket,
and the fuit, are worn out; by which means I
have read it forty times, and I find by fo doing
that I have not enough confidered and reflected
upotr many others you have obliged me with ;
for true friendfhip, as they fay of good writing,
will bear reviewing a thoufand times, and ftill
difcover new beauties.

I have had a fever, a fhort one, but a vio-
lent: T am now well; fo it fhall take up mo
more of this paper.

I begin now to expect you in town to make
the winter to come more tolerable to us both,
The fummer is a kind of heaven, when we
wander in a paradifaical fcene among groves
and gardens ; but at this {eafon, we are, likeour
poor firft parents, turn’d out of that agreeable
though folitary life, and forced to look about
for more people to help to bear our labours, to
get into warmer houfes, and live together in
Cities.

I hope you are long fince perfe@ly reftor’d,
and rifen from your gout, happy in the delights
of a contented family, fmiling at ftorms, laugh-
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ing at greatnefs, merry over a chriftmas-fire,
and exercifing all the funtions of an old Patri-
arch in charity and hofpitality. I will not tell
Mrs, B* what I think the is doing ; for I con-
clude it is her opinion, that he only ought to
know it for whom it is done ; and the will al-
low herfelf to be far enough advanced above a
fine lady, not to defire to fhine before men.
Your daughters perhaps may have fome cother
thoughts, which even their mother muft ex-
cufe them for, becaufe the is a mother. I will
not however fuppofe thofe thoughts get the
better of their devotions, but rather excite
them and affift the warmth of them ; while
their prayer may be, that they may raife up
and breed as irreproachable a young family as
their parents have done. In a word, 1 fancy
you all well, eafy; and happy, juft as I wifh
you; and next to that, I with you all with

Next to God, is a good Man : next in dig-
nity, and next in value. Minuifli eum paullo mi-
nus ab angelis. If therefore I with well to the
good and the deferving, and defire they only
{hould be my companions and correfpondents,
1 muft very {oon and very much think of you.
I want your company, and your example. Pray

- make hafte to town, fo as not again to leaye
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as » difcharge the load of earth that lies on you,
like one of the mountains under which, the po-
ets fay, the giants (the men of the earth) -are
whelmed : leave earth, to the fons.of theearth,
your converfation is in heaven. Which that it
may be accomplifh’d in us all, is the prayer of
him who maketh this thort Sermon; value
(to you) three-pence. Adieu.

Mr. Blount died in London the following Year, 1726, ¥.

e e —————
*

T T EIES




	[Seite]
	[Seite]
	Letter I. Of the geography of Homer, a map done by the author. The State of the times: the siege of Barcelona, the Queen's death, the condition of the English Roman-Catholics: Wishes for the peace of the nation.
	[Seite]
	Seite 4
	Seite 5
	Seite 6

	II. From Mr. Blount. Answer to the former. His temper in religion and politics.


	Seite 7
	Seite 8
	Seite 9

	III. From Mr. Blount. His disposition to quiet; reflections on the affair of Preston: An invitation into the country.
	Seite 9
	Seite 10
	Seite 11

	IV. An account of the death of Mr. Wycherley.
	Seite 11
	Seite 12
	Seite 13

	V. Contemplations on the pleasures of separate spirits, on the narrow conceptions of men, the vanity of human knowledge, the variety of opinions in religions, and the great duty of charity.
	Seite 13
	Seite 14
	Seite 15
	Seite 16
	Seite 17

	VI. Consolations under persecution: The duty of mutual assistance: Universal Charity. The author leaving Windsor-Forest.
	Seite 17
	Seite 18
	Seite 19
	Seite 20
	Seite 21

	Letter VII. From Mr. Blount.
	Seite 21
	Seite 22
	Seite 23

	VIII. After the affair of Preston. The author's removal, change of life, and resignation to it.
	Seite 23
	Seite 24
	Seite 25

	IX. To Mr. Blount, after his retirement into Flanders. On the history of Jeffery of Monmouth, &c.
	Seite 25
	Seite 26
	Seite 27

	X. On the death of the author's father.
	Seite 28
	Seite 29

	XI. To Mr. Blount.
	Seite 29
	Seite 30
	Seite 31

	XII. On Mr. Blount's recovery from an illness: Advice to sell his estate.
	Seite 31
	Seite 32
	Seite 33

	XIII. Of his manner of life in the country, and of the author's near the town.
	Seite 33
	Seite 34
	Seite 35

	XIV. A description of a grotto.
	Seite 36
	Seite 37
	Seite 38

	XV. On the approach of winter, hospitality, and a cheerful family.
	Seite 38
	Seite 39
	Seite 40
	Seite 41


