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LATELY DESCONEWNEL

DEAR WILL.

HOUGH people in the country are enough difpofed to believe won-
ders, yet are they prudently apt to fufpend giving credit to all that
are fent from London, except of a political caft. You good folks ftill be-
lieve in an uninterrupted generation of patriots; and though they feldom
come to years of maturity, you truft in them as faft as they are produced in
faint Stephen’s chapel. For other monftrous births, you are fonder of them,
the farther they come. Ghofts and witches are entirely of your own growth.
Excepting the famous ghoft of a found irn Cock-lane, from which the Me-
thodifts expected fuch a rich harveft (for what might not a rifing church
promife itfelf from fuch well-imagined nonfenfe as the apparition of a noife?)
I think many, many years have elapfed, fince the capital could boaft of hav-
ing regenerated a {pirit. Your fagacity will therefore incline you to doubt
the marvellous account I am going to give you of a new-difcovered race of
glants.
Perhaps
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Perhaps you will take the relation for fome political alT\-?pjm')', or think it
a new-vamped edition of Swift's Brebdignags. My good friend, it is neither
the one nor the other ; though I muft own a politic a won=
derful one too, for it is really kept a fecret.—The very crew of the fhip, who
faw five hundred of thefe lofty perfonages, did not utter a W ord of the mat-
ter for a whole year; and even now, that a general idea has taken wind, can
fcarce be brought to give any particulars to their moft intimate friends.

All that the public can yet learh is, that captain Byron and his men have
feen on the coaft of Patagonia five hundred giants on horfeback. Giants!
you will cry ; what do you call giants i Why, my friend, not men of fifty
or an hundred feet high, yet flill very perfonable giants, and much taller
than any individual ever exhibited at Charing-crofs. Come, what do you
think of nine or ten feet high ? and what do you think of five hundred fuch?
Will Mrs, cry, © Pifh ! that is no giant, it is only a well-made man.”

I am told, for I am no reader of travels, that this gigantic nation was
known to exift as early as the difcovery of that continent: that fir John Nar-
borough mentions them ; and of late years Maupertuis. The Spaniards affert
that they have long been acquainted with their exiftence—{o #hey, you fee, -
can keep a fecret too. But the reafons given why we know fo little of the
matter are, that few fhips ever touch on that coaft, ftanding more out to fea
in order to double the Cape ; and that thefe giants are a roving nation, and
feldom come down to the coaft ; and then I fuppofe only fo bob for whales.

You will be eager to know a great deal more than I can tell you ; but thus
much I think is allowed : That captain Byron, being on that coaft, faw a
body of men at a diftance on very fmall horfes: as he approached, he per-
ceived that the horfes were common-fized horfes; but that the riders were
enormoufly tall, though I do not hear that their legs trailled much on the
ground. 'This was fine game for a man fent on difcoveries. The captain
and. part of his crew immediately landed, on which meflieurs the giants as
quickly retreated. Whether this timidity was owing to the terror which the
Englifh arms have ftruck into all parts of the known and, I conclude, un=
known world ; whether they took captain Byron for Mr. Pitt; whether they

took
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took our men for Spaniards, whofe name muft be an horror to all Americans;
or whether they had any apprehenfions of fire-arms; I cannot tell: DBe that
as it may, the more the captain and his men advanced, the fafter the giants
kept trotting off. Sceing this, the captain took a bold and fenfible refolu-
tion : he ordered his men to lay down their arms and remain ftock ftill,
himfelf alone advancing. I doubt much whether Homer would have cared
to venture his Jupiter alone againft five hundred Titans.

e e s e i :
Captain Byron’s Titans had more of the ffavoir vivre, and, fecing him ad-
-e alone, ftopped. H v with them, and addreflfed them i
vance alone, ftopped. e came up with them, and addrefled them in all
the languages he knew, and that they did not. They replied in the giant-
FUag : ) £
tongue, which [ am told a very reverend critic, upon the ftrength of one

nbered, affirms is plainly Pheenician.  The

fyllable which the captain remer

captain, not being mafter of that exceedingly ufeful and obfolete language,
had the misfortune of not comprehending a word they faid. FHad he been a
deep Icholar, he would undoubtedly have had recourfe to hieroglyphics,
which the Learnéd tell us w:s the firft way of conveying inftruction : but I
muft beg leave to obferve, that it was very lucky the captain had not {fo much
erudition. I do not ‘know whether he can draw or not, but moft probablv,
if he can, he had not his implements with him ; at moft, perhaps, a black-
fead penf:il, or a pen and ink, and the cover of a letter. He could not with
fuch tools have afked many queftions; and as the giants are probably not
better painters than the Egyptians, he would have underftood their anfwers
as little as the Learned do the figures on obelitks. Thus he would have loft
his time, and got no information ; or, what is worfe, to every mian but a cri-
tic, have made a thoufand abfurd guclles. The captain having a great deal
more {énfe, and the favages fome, they naturally fell:into that fuccedaneum to
language, figns. Yet I do not hear that cither fide gained ‘much information.

The firlt thing, or rather firft fign, he faid to them in this dilemma was,
Sit down ; which-he explained by fitting down on the ground himfelf. The
poor good giants underftocd’ him, difmonnted and fat-down too.. It is faid,
but far be it from me to affirm it, that, when the c:iptain (who I am told is
upwards of fix feet) rofc again, the nearef! giantto him, though fitting, was
taller than he..

An
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: : T Sabpieaday =5
An hour or two was ipent 1n fruitlefsly endeavouring to unde d one an-

other : all I hear the captain comprehended was, that the giants invited him
very civilly to go with them into the woods, where I {uppofe Gigantopolis
ftands, and their king refides, who, no doubt, is at leaft two feet taller than
the talle® of his gl‘cmdiers. The captain declined the offer ; at which thefe
polite favages exprefled much concern, but never once, as any {till more po-
lite people would have done, attempted to force him,

When he took his leave, they remained motionlefs, and continued fo, as
he obferved by his glaffes, till the thip was out of their {ight.

Very few other particulars are come to my knowledge, except that they
were clothed in fkins of beafts, and had their eyes painted of different co-
lours; that they had no weapons, but {pears pointed with fith-bones ; that
they devour fith raw, and that they fhowed great repugnance to tafte any
liquids offered to them by the captain ; and that though they were too polite
abfolutely to refufe his toaft, they fpit the liquor out of their mouths again;
whether from apprehenfion of intoxication or poifon, is not certain: hows
ever, it looks as if they had fome notion of fuch European arts. ~What is
more remarkable ; the weather being very fevere at that f{eafon, the whole
coloflal troop feemed as fenfible of the cold, and fhivered like us little deli-
.cate mortals of fix feet high, They had a few giantefles with them; but as
the captain did not furvey them with the fmall end of his {pying-glals, I do
not hear that he was much ftruck with their charms,

This, my dear friend, is all the fatisfa&tion I can give you. However, |
am proud to be the fislt who has communicated this important difcovery to
Europe.

The fpeculations it has already occafioned, and will occafion, are infinites
The wolf of the Gevaudan, that terror of the French monarchy, is already
forgotten.  Naturalifts, politicians, divines, and writers, of . romance, have
a uew ficld opened to them. The fcale of being. afcends ; we mount from
the pigmies of Lapland, to the giants of Patagonia.

5

You
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You will afk, but I cannot anfwer you, Whether the fcale of the country
is in proportion to fuch inhabitants ? Whether their oaks are half as lofty
again as the Britith? And fuch is your zeal for England, you will already
figure a fleet built of their timber. How large is the grain of their corn ?
Of what fize their theep, cows, and poultry? Do not go and compute by
Gulliver’s meafures, and tell me, that a populous nation of fuch dimenfions
would devour the products of fuch a country as Great Tartary in half a year.
Giants there are ; but what proportionable food they have, except elephants
and leviathans, is more than I can tell. They probably do not live upon

Bantam-chickens.

As you are ftill more of a politician than a naturalift, you will be impa-
tient to know if captain Byron took poffeffion of the country for the erown of |
Enpland, and to have his majelty’s ftyle run, George the third, by the grace
of God, king of Great-Britain, France, Ireland, and the Giants! You will
afk why fome of their women were not brought away to mend our breed,

and whether there is any gold or diamonds in the country ? Mr. Whitfield
wants to know the {ame thing, and it is {aid intends a vifit for the converfion
of thefe poor blinded favages.

As foon as they are properly civilized, that is, enllaved, due care will un-
doubtedly be taken to fpecify in their charter that thefe giants thall be fubje&t
to the parliament of Great-Britain, -and fhall not wear a fheep’s {kin that is
amped, A riot of giants would be very unpleafant to an infant

not legally *
colony. But experience, I hope, will teach us, that the invaluable liberties
of Englithmen are not to be wantonly feastered all over che globe.  Let us
enjoy them ourfelves, but they are too facred to be communicated. If giants
once get an idea of freedom, they will foon be our mafters inftead of our
flaves.  But what pretenfions can they have to freedom ? They are as diftin&
from the common fpecies as blacks, and, by being larger, may be more ufe-
ful. I'would advife our prudent merchants to: employ them in the fugar-
trade: they are capable of more labour ; but even then they muft be worfe
treated, if poffible, than our black flaves : they muft be lamed and maimed,
and have their fpirits well broken, or they may become dangerous. This

# This was written during the contefts on the famous ftamp-act.

Vor. 11, Q too
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too will give a little refpite to Africa, where we have half exhaufted the hu-
man, T mean the black breed, by that wife maxim of our planters, that if a
flave lives four years he has earned his purchafe-money, confeqmnt]y you
may afford to work him to death in that time,

The mother-country is not only the firft, but ought to be the fole obje&
of our political confiderations. If we once begin to extend the idea of the
love of aur country, it will embrace the univerfe, and confequently annihi-
late all notion of our country., The Romans, fo much the obje& of modern
admiration, were with difficulty perfuaded to admit even the reft of Italy to
be their countrymen. The true patriots never regarded any thing without
the walls of Rome, except their own villas, as their country. Every thing
was done for immoertal Rome, and it was immortal Rome that did every
thing. Conquered nations, which to them anfwered to difcovered nations
with us, for they conquered as faft as they difcovered, were always treated
accordingly ; and it is remarkable, that two men equally famous for their elo-
quence have been the only two that ever had the weaknefs to think that con-
quered countries were entitled to all the bleflings of the mother-country.
Cicero treated Sicily and Cilicia as tenderly as the diftri& of Arpinum, andl
doubt it was the folly of that example that mifled his too exa® * imitator on
a late occafion. However, the giants muft be imprefled with other ideas:
Blefs us! if, like that pigmy old Oliver, they fhould come to think the
Speaker’s mace a bawble !

What have we to do with America, but to conquer, enflave, and make it
tend to the advantage of our commerce ? Shall the nobleft rivers in the world
roll for favages ? Shall mines teem with gold for the natives of the foil ? And
fhall the world produce any thing but for England, France, and Spain? Itis
enough that the overflowings of riches in thofe three countries are every ten
years walted in Germany.

Still, my political friend, T am not for occupying Patagonia, as we did
Virginia, Carolina, &ec. Such might be the politics of queen Elizabeth’s
days : but modern improvements are wifer.
malfters of a rich and Rourithing
their majefties, a Weft-Indian ¢

If the giants in queftion are
empire, I think they ought to be put under
ompany ; the dire@ors of which may retail

* Alluding to Mr. Pie's fpeeches againft the ftamp-a&.
5 out
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out a {mall portion of their imperial revenues to the proprietors, under the
name of a dividend. This is an exccllent {cheme of government, totally un-
known to the ancients. I can but think how poor Livy or Tacitus would
have been hampered in giving an account of fuch an imperinm in imperio.
* Caflimirus Alius Caunus (for they latinized every proper name, inftead of
delivering it as uncouthly pronounced by their {oldiers and failors) would
have founded well enough: but dividends, difcounts, India bonds, &e. were
not made for the majefty of hiftory. But I am wandering from my fubjeét ;
though, while I am talking of the ftocks and funds, I could chalk out a very
pretty new South-fea fcheme, a propos to the Patagonians. It would not
ruin above half the nation, and would make the fortunes of fuch induftrious
gentlemen, as during the want of a war in Germany cannot turn com-
miffaries,

Command is the object of every man’s ambition ; but by the impolitic af-
fent of ages and nations to hereditary monarchy, you muft be begotten on a
queen, or are for ever excluded from wearing a diadem ; except in a very
few inftances; as in Poland, where the throne is ele@ive ; in Corfica, where
they will not acknowledge hereditary right in the republic of Genoa ; in
+ Ruffia, where a foldier’s trull fucceeded her hufband the czar, and where
there are other ways of fucceeding a hufband ; in Peru, where they are rired
of exchanging their gold for tyrants ; and in Paragnay, where the I outoafts
of the earth, and the inventors of the oath of obedience, have thrown off
all fubmiffion to their prince, and, having mounted the throne, will probably
renounce the cath of chaflity too. But it is to England that perfons of the
loweft birth are indebted for the invention and facility of witlding at leaft
part of a {ceptre. Buy but an India bond, and you have a property in the
kingdom of Bengal. Rife to be a dire@or, and the Mogul has not more
power of appointing and difplacing nabobs. Indian fovereigns: may now be
born in Threadneedle-fireet..

What the government means by pocketing a whole nation of giants, is not
to be conceived. It ought again to draw down the vengeance of their anta-
gonifts on the prefent § minifters, I am fure they have done nothing worfe.

* Caflim Ali Caun. 1 The jefuits.
+ Alluding to the czarinas, Catherine 1ft § T his was written before the change of the
and 2d. miniftry in July.

Oz Who
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Who knows but at this in

tendernefs of the con-
fednefs, their attention to the

thoufand giants upon us? Their
ftitution, their lenity, mildnef:
merchants, in fhort, all their virtues may be affected, and only calculated to
Jull us aflecep until the fatal blow is flruck. T own my apprehenfions are
loomy ; yet, thank God, we have a pretty tall oppofition, who will not

o
o

fuffer us to be enflaved by any thing higher than themfelves.

Tn the mean time, till we know fomething of the matter, it is to be hoped

, who are fo kind as to govern and reform the

of the newlfpapers, will turn their thoughts te

scuiative a

1
the
hi 11 it new-acquired, becaufe

it, is from that inftant en-

red country., 1

plans for fettling

3 ; .

whoever finds a country, though nebedy has I
o

, or his fovereign. Europe has no

on of it for him

titled to take pofied]
other title to America, except force and murder, which are rather the exe-

cutive parts of govérnment than a rig Though Spain pretends a know-
ledee of our giants, the has forfeited all pretenfions to their allegiance, by

o =] L i =] 4
concealing the difcovery ; as is plain from the decifion of the canon law, 7,

De novis regionibus non abfeondendis,

The firft thought that will occur to every good chriftian is, that this race
of giants ought to be exterminated, and their country colonized; but I have
already mentioned the great utility that may be drawn from them in the light
rate importation might be tolerated
for the fake of mending our breed ; but I would by no means come intoa

of flaves. I have alfo faid, that a mod

proje& I have heard dropped, and in which propagation would not be con-
cerned: I mean the fcheme of bringing over a number of giants for fecond
hufbands to dowagers. Ireland is already kept in a ftate of humiliation. We
check their trade, and do not allow them to avail themielves of the beft fitu-
ated harbours in the world. Matrimony is their only branch of commerce
unreftricted, and it would be a moft crying injuftice to clog that too.

In truth, we are not fufficiently acquainted with thefe Goliahs to decide
peremptorily on their properties. No account of them has been vet tranf-
mitted to the Royal Society: but it would be exceedingly advifable, that a
Jury of matrons thould be fent in the next embarkation to make a report ;

* The Grenvilles.

and
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and old women for old women, I would truft to the analyfis of the matrons
in preference to that of the philofophers.

I will now, my friend, drop the political part of this difeuflion, and in-
form you what effe& this phznomenon has had on another fet of men. It
has farted an obvious and very perplexing queftion, viz. whether thefe giants
are aborigines; if they are not, from which of the fons of Noah they are

defcended, and in that cafe how we fhall account for this extraordinary in~

creafe of flature?

The modern philefophers are peremptory that thefe giants are aborigines ;
that is, that their country has been inhabited by giants: from the creation of
the world., 'The feriptures, [ay thofe gentlemen, mention giants, but never
pofterior to the flood ; whence we ought to believe that they perifhed in the
general deluge.  Neither, add they, are we told that any {fon of Noah was
of ftature fupereminent to his brethren. Yet we will fuppofe, fay they, that
fome of their defcendants might have fhot up to an extraordinary height,
without notice being taken of it in facred writ. Nay, they allow that this
increafe of ftature might not have appeared till after the date of holy writ.
Yet, is it credible, fay they, that a race of giants fhould have been formed,
and remain unknown to all ages, all nations, all hitory ? Did thefe monfers
pals unobferved from the moft eaftern part of the continent (the fuppofed
communication by which America was peopled) to the northern parts of the
other world, and migrate down that whole continent to the moft fouthern
point of it, without leaving any trace, even by tradition, in the memory of
mankind 2 Or are we to believe, that tribes of giants failed from Africa to
America? What veflels wafted them ? Was navigation fo perfeéted in the in-
fant-ages of the world, that fleets enormoully larger than' any now exifting
were conftructed for a race of Polyphemes? Or, to come to the third point,
is it the climate that has ripened them, as Jamaica fwells oranges to thadocks,
to this ftupendous volume ? But north and fouth of them are men of the
ordinary fize; por have the fame latitudes produced any thing fimilar,
Natural philofophers cannot account for it, therecfore divines certainly can ;
and when this people fhall be better known, I do not doubt but the myftery
will be cleared up; for, as thefe giants have indubitably remained unmixed
longer than any other people, we thall probably difcover fironger traces of
their Jewith origin, Their cult is in all likelihood lefs corrupted from that

o

o1
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of the fons of Noah, than is to be found elfewhere ; their language poflibly
the genuine Hebrew, not Pheenician 3 and, if 1 might h‘fil&éil‘d a conjedture,
thefe giants are probably the defcendants of the ten tribes fo long loft, and fo
fruitlefsly fonght by the learned ; and having deviated lefs from the trué re-
ligion of their forefathers, may have been reftored to, or preferved in, their

primitive ftature and vigour. Ioffer this opinion with much modefty, though
1 think it more reafonable than any bypothefis I have yet heard on the fubjed,

Whatever their religion fhall appear to be, it will be matter of great curis
ofity. We fcarce know of any people, except the Hottentots, or the heroes
who lived in the days of Fingal, among whom no traces of any religious
notions or worfhip have been difcovered.

If they are not Jews, but idolaters, the ftatues of their divinities, their
facrificing inftruments, or whatever are the trinkets of their devotion, will
be great raritics, and worthy of a place in any mufeum.

Their poetry will be another obje& of enquiry, and, if their minds are at all
in proportion to their bodies, muft abound in the moft lofty images, in the
true fublime. Oh! if we could come at an heroic poem penned by a giant !
‘We fhould fee other images than our puny writers of romance have con-
ceived ; and a little different from the cold * tale of a late notable author, who
did not know better what to do with his giant than to make him grow till he:
fhook his own caftle about his own ears,

In fhort, my good friend, here is ample room for fpeculation : but I hope
we fhall go calmly and fyftematically to work : that we fhall not exterminate
thefe poor monfters till we are fully acquainted with their hiftory, laws;,
opinions, police, &c. that we fhall not convert them to chriftianity, only
to cut their throats afterwards; that nobody will beg a million of acres of
giant-land, till we have determined what to do with the prefent occupiers ;
and that we fhall not throw away fifteen or twenty thoufand men in con=
quering their country, as we did at the Havannah, only to reftore it to the
Spaniards,

ol e Yours,

S, T.

* The Caftle of Otrante,
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