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THE
LIFE or MR, THOMAS BAKER.

HE deep or extenfive learning of a man of letters is but a barren field for
biography. His notions are {peculation ; his adventures, enquiry. If
his fludies fermented or confolidated into compofitions, the hiftory of his life
commonly proves but a regifter of the {quabbles occafioned by his works, of
the patrons he flattered, of the preferments he obtained or miffed. The dates
of his publications and their editions form the outlines of his fiory ; and
frequently the plans or projeé&s of works he meditated are taken to aid the
account; the day of his death is fcrupuloufly afcertained :—and thus, to com-
pole the life of a man who did very little, his biographer acquaints us with
what he did not do, and when he ceafed to do any thing.

Nor are authors fuch benefadors to the world, that the trifling incidents of
their lives deferve to be recorded. The moft thining of the clafs have not
been the moft ufeful members of the community. If Newton unravelled fome
arcana of nature, and exalted our ideas of the Divinity by the invefligation of
his works; what benefactions has Homer .or Virgil conferred on mankind but
afund of harmonious amufement ? Barren literati, who produce nothing, are
innocent drones, whom the world has been fo kind as to agree to relpect for
baving entertained ‘themfelves gravely in the manner moft agreeable to their
tafte. 'When they have devoured libraries, they are fuppofed to be prodigies
of knowledge, though they are but walking or temporary dictionaries. Yet
the republic of letters, confining its own honours to its own corporation,
fondly decrees the diftinction of biography to moft of its a&tive, and to {fome
of its mute members.

Comprehenfive as his ftudies were, his learning or his works were not my
incentives to recording memorials of Mr. Thomas Baker. His publications

were very few, and his long-protradted life was marked by as few events as
6 could
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could well be fprinkled through fo extended a fpace, and in a period fo me-
morable for a revelution that left no man an uninterefted fpectator. Yet,
though his abilities refcued his name from oblivion, and though he fhone asa
confeflor for his principles; his fingular modefty fo little fought the double
portion of fame he merited, that, though an accurate and indefatigable recorder
of the actions of others, he feems to have humbly declined all care of regif-
tering any memoranda of his own ftory.

That modefty, and that unaffected courage of confcience, with other virtues,
particularly one that'feldom coalefces with martyrdom for conicience, I mean,
impartiality—thefe were themes that I thought deferved to be tranfmitted to
pofterity ; not only for the fake of the actor, but for the inftrudtion and imi~
“tation of mankind, The example of a virtuous man refigning his fortune
rather than violate his oath, preferving charity for his'antagonifts, and con-
tra@ting neither virulence nor pride from his fufferings, was an inftance too
fingular not to merit feleGtion. One fuch action, executed with intrepidity
yet without oftentation, could dignify a whole life; and ought to rank the
fufferer with his more exalted companions in the fame caufe. If they facris
ficed mitres to their integrity, be gave his @//; and on the altar of confcience
the firftling of a flock, we know, is as acceptable as a hecatomb of bulls,

Simplicity, the grace that flows from and moft becomes good fenfe, and
which naturally ought to accompany the purfuit of wifdom and the command
of our paffions, has in all ages been forgotten in the ceremonial of philofophers.
In faé, their very pretenfions exclude fo humble an attribute.  The Grecian
fages announced their own claims: their apes, the moderns, have not relin-
quithed any demands on any part of the fucceflion, Hence the modeft Mr.
Baker, who was patient, humble, temperate; who fought neither fame nor
tviches; who was content with the poverty he embraced from duty; who
fearched after truth, rather than wifdom; never attained the title of philsfopher:
the inference whence is not unfair, that it is a title oftener aflumed by the
wearers than conferred. Mr. Baker was what his piety enjoined him to be,
and what prohibits all affumption of merit—a chriftian philcfopher,

Born with parts and induftry, glowing with virtue, and fortified with refo-
lution to adhere to the diftates of his judgment and confcience, the eatlieft
bloffom of his talents was dedicated to the fame caufe which the uniform

2 tenour
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tenour of his life maintained. Smitten with the love of improving his mind,
he waded early into fcience : yet, though he faw its beauties, he difcerned its
defects, and haflened to difclofe the delufions of the fyren, while he difcavered
that he had tafted of her moft valuable favours. In the ardour of youth, and
enamoured of knowledge, he anticipated experience ; and his firlt production
proclaimed what maturity of years alone inculcates into others, that all is va-
nity but religion. To lower learning and difplay it, has not been a rare effort
of the love of paradox, which is the love of fame, Mr, Baker defpifed the
dexterity of the former, nor afpired to the latter: he gave his book without
his name. It was a tribute to his convi@ion, and a caution fo the proud of
knowledge. He meant not to check enquiry, but to point out its proper goal.

With the fame affection to truth he could turn his mind from the enchant-
ing worlds of inveftigation to the dry colle@ion of little fats. With {hining
parts he could condefcend to be an antiquary. From a companion of New-
ton he could ftoop to affociate with Antony Wood and Thomas Hearne.
Gratitude, as well as fituation, feems to have given this complexion to his
ftudies. Attached to a fociety that reje@ed him from its bofom, and yet har=
boured him in its arms, he dedicated many days and hours to the hiftory of
St. John’s college. Though a fincere proteftant, the tender efufions of his
gratitude made him almoft a devotee of a female faint. The pious foundrefs,
Margaret of Richmond, owes more to this Lutheran fon than to all that have
rifen from her alms to epifcopal thrones in either church—But I am anticic
pating his charaéter, which will dart more confpicuoufly from his condué,
It was a ftar that feemed to occupy one only little point; but it was a fixed
flar; and when we examine it through the glafs of truth, we find it magnificd
without exaggeration.

[ have warned the reader that it has been with difficulty that any parti-
eulars of the life of this good man have been recovered. The higheft quality he
ever affumed himfelf was that of /focius ejedus, which he fometimes fubferibed.
The induftry of a * gentleman, who refembles Mr, Baker in his primitive fim- °
plicity and attachment to the univetfity, has retrieved the few notices that I
am able to impart—hut genealogy and circumftances are but adventitious orna-
ments to a chara@er that was fimple, confiftent and heroie. Yet Mr. Baker,

* The Rev. My, William Cole, formerly of Clare-hall and King’s college, and now retor of
Burnham in Buckinghamihire,

though

Ly
o
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though he voluntarily defcended to poverty, did not fpring from neceflitous
or ignoble parents. It was not returning to his natural condition, when he
abandoned the good things of this world. Sordid natures are more capable of
reverting to a mean ftate, than men of gentle birth of embracing the de-
privation of comforts. His continuance among thofe who firipped him of
enjoyments was the nobleft emanation of a mind incapable of envy or refent-
ment. He quitted what he proved he loved, by remaining on a foil that no
longer yielded him any thing but a ftone for his pillow.

Thomas Baker, a younger fon of fir George Baker of Crooke-hall * Lan-
cafter in the county of Durham, was born September 14, 1656. With his
elder brother George he was admitted penfioner of St. ]ohlfs college in Cam-
bridge June 13, 1674 ; and Thomas was received as {cholar of the fame col-
Jege in November 1676; and as perpetual fellow of the fame fociety in
March 1680. In the books of the college is mention of a Thomas Baker as
eleced librarian in 1699, and Hebrew readerin 1700: but as our Mr: Thomas
Baker was then fellow only by connivance, and was adually deprived of his
fellowfhip in 1717; the gentleman who communicated this intelligence rea-
fonably concludes that the fociety did not heap additional favours on one
whom they only tolerated amongft them: and he confirms this conjefture by
obferving, that, on Mr. Baker’s expulfion, he is ftyled fenior Baker for
diftinction.

At what age Mr. Baker dedicated himfelf to the church, does not appear.
That it was the profeflion he voluntarily embraced, cannot be doubted from
the unvaried colour of his life and ftudies, and from his having adhered to a
monaftic life, when divefted of the privilege of exercifing his miniftry.  Bora
under a tempeft of contending {edts, his reafon no fooner began to develop
itfelf than he heard nothing but the confli of the like warring elements.
The jealoufy of popery, that had alarmed the ftauncheft proteftants under a
devout king, blazed with reafon under his profligate fon, who was influenced
by a brother, whole underftanding he defpifed, in the point that moft demands
the exercife of one’s own judgment. The controverly was managed, at lealt
on the fide of the church of England, with the higheft abilities; yet when

# By his admiflion in the College regifteritap- The name of the place is Lanchefter, and it is
pears that his father was then only an efquire, fo {pelt in the will,
and I do not belicve he was afterwards knighted.

Mr.
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Mr. Baker confecrated his fervices to that church, though it was the predo-
minant, it neither enjoyed the partiality of the crown, nor promifed a life of eafe
and tranquillity, at leaft to one who fathomed every duty, nor difpenfed with
himfelf in the performance of the moft difficult. This is not mere conjecture,
nor drawn from the tenor of his delicate confcience. Mr, Baker catly and
boldly bore teftimony to his religious fentiments,  Here are the proofs:

In the library of St. John’s college is a colleGion of the London gazettes.
That of July 5, 1688, contains thole emanations of loyalty that attend a/l
princes in pofleflion (and had not been wanting to Richard Cromwell), and
an account of the rejoicings made on the birth of king James’s fuppofed fon,
in particular of thole celebrated at Durham, under the aufpices of bithop
Crewe, to whom Mr. Baker feems to have been chaplin. On the margin of
that gazette Mr. Baker has written thefe words: ¢ This account was drawn
up by the bifhop, as his fecretary Mr. Peters told me. I was prefent at the
folemnity. If I did not rejoice as I ought, pardon me, O God, that fin!”’

What delicacy of confcience! The good man trembled for his religion, yet
doubted whether theOmnipotent did not expect that he thould exult in what-
ever good luck befell his vicegerent—But, of what religion were they who in-
vented {uch principles ? If the Ruler of the univerfe vifits a finful world with
peftilence, ecan he require us to rejoice at the calamity? In other words, can
Almighty Wifdom exa& our feeling contradictory fenfations? Though a
pious perfon fays he rejoices, does he rejoice? Such do&ors enjoin lip-
worlhip, as if the All-fecing could be impoled on by a formulary of words.
This is abfurd cafuiftry, devifed by bigots, and recommended by knaves.
Nor could Mr. Baker's good fenfe have {wallowed fuch nonfenfe, if the ten-
dernefs of his piety had not been alarmed by what he had been told was his
duty. He thought it fafer to truft to his confcience than his judgment.
Nor had paffive obedience ever a fincerer vi&im, or did good fenfe ever lofe a
worthier fon mifled by authority. Bifhop Crewe proved lefs fincere, orlefs
firm, :

In the fame gazette is an account from Whitehall of July 6, of the removal
of the Judges, (aclear indication that the king was adling againft law) and of
the alteration of thofe appointed to hold the fummer affizes on the northern
circuit. . There too Mr, Baker has attefted his own cendu®, with the fame

Vor, I Yy dubitation
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dubitation whether he had not tranfgreflfed his duty in obeying the diftates of
his confcience. It is ftill more remakable, that he wept his want of devotion
to his worldly mafter affer king James was divefted of power, There can
be no doubt but fuch contrition would not have been felt, if king James had
been fuccefsful.  Mr. Baker’s feruples never led him to facrifice his religion
to his prince, while in pofleffion. Had James triumphed, we may juftly con-
clude that Mr. Baker would have laid down his life for his faith. The relin~
quifhment of fortune is nearer to the ftake, than to a time-ferving compliance.
It was generous to bewail his own want of blind zeal for an unfortunate
prince. - He would have feen James's folly in its true light, if reduced to the
option of emolument or the crofs. The death of Charles I. has won him
many hearts, that would have abhorred his tyranny if it had been fuccefsful.

« A¢ Durham,” fays Mr, Baker, I preached before the judges (three
of the ecclefiaftic commifiioners being then prefent). I could eafily obferve
the fermon gave offence (and indeed juftly); and yet it pafled without cen-
fure. I have fince burnt it, as I did the reft.”

Here good nature paufes to lament thofe confeflors who refifted king
James, and thought it their duty to become viétims to their oaths. Indignation
takes their part, and condemns oaths that are not mutual, and that are fup-
pofed to bind but one fide. 'What foundation can there be for fubjects de-
voting themfelves to their prince, if heis bound by no reciprocal ties? If
they are his chattels, his herd, his property, oaths are frivolous. He has
power to punifh them if they revolt, whether they are {fworn to him or not.
To fwear to a king, without reciprocity from him, is fubjecting our fouls to
him as well as our bodies. 'We are to be damned to all eternity if he makes
his tyranny intolerable, Proclaim him God at once. God alone can be
triifted with power over our minds + God alone can judge how much we
can endure.  Shall one of ourfelves be emperor of the mind —No, faid M=
Baker—ryet repented that he had faid fo.!—And we muft admire the beauty
of that integrity, which, inftead of recurring to the refinements of cafuiftry te
difcover a falvo that would confole it, bowed to arguments againft itfelf, and:
diftrufted its own reafon more than its {cruples.

A conteft fo nice ought to make us, who ftand at a diftance, view the com~
batants with impartiality. Sancroft, who preferred his oath to his mitre, and
Tillotfon,
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Tillotfon, who, in acéepting it, adhered to the prineiples that he had avowed
when perfecution, not emolument, was the probable confequence of his refift-
ance, deferve to be efteemed honeft men. James, who had violated his coro-
nation oath, and yet expefted that the minifters of religion fhould prefer
their oaths to their religion, was guilty, if either Sancroft or Tillotfon was
in the wrong. The chief magiftrate of any country, who is a rock of offence
to the confciences of his fubjeéts, deferves no commiferation, The profufion
of ‘advantages that are fhowered on kings to enforce the authority of magil-
tracy, and to reward them for their {uperintendency of the whole community,
enhances their guilt when they fet an example of trampling on the laws
which it is both their duty and their intereft to preferve inviolate—and none
but womanifh minds will pity them, when they provoke their fubjedts to
throw off allegiance, and incur the penalty of their crimes. 'The blindelt
bigot to the memory of Charles I. or James IL cannot deny, that both were
the original aggreffors.  Had they both a@ed conformably to the conflitution
and laws, no man living can think that any part of the nation would have re-
volted. - Did not fhip-money and difufe of parliaments precede the rebellion,
or were the caufes of it? Did not James in the dawn of bis reign hoift the
banner of popery? Had not Sancroft and the fix bifhops been imprifoned for
withftanding the difpenfing power? If Sancroft was a fincere proteflant,
could he believe that his oath bound him to an idolatrous king, who had per-
jured himfelf by promoting idolatry ? Might not Tillotfon think that the king’s
perjury abfolved his fubje@s from their oaths? Sancroft, I verily believe,
was {o weak as'to be of the contrary opinion. ” He was deluded by the con-
dud of the primitive Chriftians, ‘who fubmitted to the higher powers—DBut
how wide was the difference! The pagan emperors of Rome had never fworn
to maintain pure chriftianity—and the early Chriftians themfelves (if not the
firft, who had no opportunity of refiftance) were not very paflive, as foon ds
their numbers enabled them to ufe temporal weapons for the defence of their
religion. Mr. Baker, of a more enlightened underftanding than Sancroft’s,
yet acted the fame difinterefted part. But what fevere refle@ions does the
purity of their conduét call forth on a fet of men who in the fame caufe
a8ed and have aled the counterpart to thofe confeffors '—I mean thofe

Jacobites, who did take the oaths to king William and the fucceeding princes

down to the prefent reign, and yet conftantly promoted the interefts of a

family they had fo folemnly abjured! Let their condu be tried by the

: Y y 2 frandard
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ftandard of their own Sancroft, and let us hear by what cafuiftry they will be
abfolved from guilt and contempt !

The three ecclefiaftic commiffioners alluded to by Mr. Baker in his preced-
ing note, were, probably, Crewe, bithop of Durham, and two of the new

judges.

Thofe commiffioners ordered an account to be returned to them of the
names of all fuch of the clergy as refufed to read his Majefty’s Declaration of

April 7, for liberty of confcience.

On the margin of the Gazette tor Auguft 23, 1688, Mr. Baker has written
this note: 1 was ordered by the bithop of Durham [a commiffioner] to
attend the archdeacon, Dr. Granville, for the execatien of this order ; which
1 readily did, knowing it to be enjoined me as a penance for my former dif-
obedience, having refufed to read the Declaration in his chapel, and forbid my
curate to read it at my living *.  The good man’s anfwer was, that he would
cbey the king and the bifhop, and the firlt man he returned fhould be the
archdeacon, his curates not having read it in his abfence ; but had he been
prefent, he would have read it himfelf. Not long after he and I were both of
us deprived for difobedience of another kind, and the commanding bithop
faved himfelf by his ufual compliance.”

Here Mr. Baker’s underftanding and confcience appear in their full luftre,
He faw it was not his duty to obey the king againft his religion. He dif-
obeyed. Yet when James had defervedly loft his crown, Mr. Baker faerificed
his fortune rather than take an oath to another. Dr. Denis Granville, dean
and archdeacon of Durham, aéted the fame part, though with lefs merit, hav-
ing been ready to humour the king in his injun&ions. His bifhopric was
the religion of bithop Crewe, and he was ready for the toleration of popery or
for fuppreffion of it, according to the humour of the king on the throne.
But when bithops fit fo loofe to both religions, one may be very fure they
are not fincere in either, but would be Mahometans if the archiepifcopal

* This fhows that Mr. Baker loft a living as  will that it was the parifh of Long-Newton in
well as his fellowhip ; and it appears from his the bifhopric of Durham.
4 mitre
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mitre were turned into a turban, They have not been fo pliable towards any
reformed church of Chriftians who do not admit of an opulent clergy. The
whole tenour and fpirit of the gofpel inculeate poverty, charity, and felf-denial.
It is not {o eafly to prove from the New Teftament that archbifhoprics and
bithoprics, in the modern fenfe, are of divine inflitution. St. Peter and St.
Paul would have ftared at being faluted by the titles of your grace and your
lordfhip ; and on what text are founded deaneries, prebends, chapters, and
ecclefiaftical courts, thofe popifh excrefcencies of a fimple religion, we are yet
to feck. Tranflations from one fee to another are no doubt authorifed by
the fame chapter of one of the four evangelifts, though I know not of which,
wherein prelates are enjoined to vote always with the prime minifter for the
time being ; as the Swifs fight for the prince, whatever his religion is; who
takes them into his pay.

Thefe notes on the gazette that I have cited, and the firmnefs of his fuble-
quent conduét, prove that Mr. Baker was prepared to meet every ftorm that
could fall on him in the caufe of his religion. It was the ftamp of a mind fill
more difinterefted, that he was not equally ready to triumph with his religion,
when it was victorious. He had not forefeen the fall of the tyrant, nor had

_confidered royalty on the great fcale of the interefts of the public, and asan
office only held by the pofleflor for the benefit of the people. The fufferings
of Charles I. whofe crimes were not of the magnitude of his fon’s, had raifed
a fpirit of enthufiafm in his partifans, and conjured up in their minds a pro-
fane idolatry of kings, that was inconfiftent both with true religion and com-
mon fenfe ; and had been extended even to genealogic fucceflion—as if being
born of a certain race could entitle any family to a right of violating with
impunity all laws, both divine and human, Mr, Baker had unhappily imbibed
thofe prejudices; but, as his virtue correéted the errors of his underftanding,
himfelf was the only perfon whom he attempted to facrifice to his miftaken
loyalty, He was never fufpetted of caballing againft the new eftablithed
government ; and, while his own order and both univerfities, Oxford in par-
ticular, fwarmed with factious priells, and engendered fome whofe zeal dipped
them even in plots of affaflination againft the deliverer of the proteflant religion,,
the meek Mr. Baker was content with the crofs he had embraced, and never
profaned his piety by rebellious intrigues. He even lived in charity, in com-
munion, in friendfhip with churchmen of the moft oppofite principles, He

aflifted the ftudies and publications of archbifhop Wake and bithop Kennet :
and
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and while turbulent incendiaries and Jacobite priefts, who had taken,the ocaths
to king William, poured deluges of filth-and malevolence on the head of bithop
Burnet, for having, like an honeft man, ventured his life in the caule of his
religion, and for having (his greateft crime) recorded the crimes of the Stu-
arts and their minifters and creatures, Mr. Baker did juftice to the charaer
of the man, and contributed to his Hiftory of the reformation of that church
to which they both adhered, and which other proteftant divines have endea-
voured to fubjed again to a Roman catholic fovercign. Mr. Baker's condu&:
is the moft {fevere an{wer to all fuch libellers and renegades.

That prejudice and obftinacy were not the fole arbiters of this good man’s
confcience, appeared from his being difpofed to take the oaths to the new go-
vernment, as foon as his old mafter king James was no more; whofe tam-
pering, in concert with that other royal faint, Louis XIV. in the aflaflination-
plot, and from which their memories will never be walhed *, had {haken the
allegiance of many of his warmeft devotees. But the impofition of an cath of
abjuration difpelled all thoughts in Mr. Baker of conformity: perhaps not
from mere tendernefs. He was too confeientious to take an oath to king Wil-
liam with any intention of tranfgrefling it, like fo many others, on a good

* The marfhal duke of Berwick, fon of king
James, in his own Memoirs written by himfelf,
has thefe words : * Pendant mon fejour a Lon-
dres, ayant eté informé qu’il s’y tramoit une con-
{piration contre Ia perfonne du prince d'Orange,
jecrus que, maprincipale miflion etant finie, je ne
devois pas perdre le tems 2 regagner la France
pout ne point me trouver confondu avec les con-
jurés, dont le deflein me paroifivic difficile a
executer.” Vol. i, p. 145. Not a word of ab-
horrence of fo atrocious a defign s it was the
difficulty of the execution that ftaggered the
good duke, and made him confult his fafety.
In the next page he is fill more explicit; he
owns that, Louis and James being apprifed
of the confpiracy, James waited on the fea-
coaft for the event of the plot. It is true, the
duke pretends that the confpirators aimed only
at feizing king William : but the words quelgue
evenement imply that any event of the confpiracy
wonld not be unwelcome. It was proved thatthe

confpirators actually intended to fhoot the king;
and lord Portland remonftrated to Louis himfelf
at Verfailles againlt the appearance of the duke
of Berwick there, as privy to the plot of affaflina-
tion. Lord Portland tells king William fo in his
letters:—and who can doubt it; when he himfelf
acknowledges fo much ? Had the confpirators
been able to feize the perfon of William, would
they have hefitated at murder if he or his guards
had refifted ? William had James in his power,
and facilitated his efcape from Rochefler. ‘A
man who had the meannefs to fze, and triumph
over, the duke of Monmouth, and then put him
to death, would, no doubt, have been tender of
William’s life, if the confpirators had had fo
little zeal, after fucceeding in carrying off the
king, as not to have faved James the trouble of
figning the warrant for his death! After own-
ing the plot, it is folly to endeavour to palliate
it, and as great folly to believe the palliation !

opportunity ;
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opportunity ; but having fallen into fuch difficulties by his religious obferv-
ance of the ocath he had taken, he was probably averfe to entangling himfelf
in more fnares, And fince the experience of feveral reigns has demonftrated
how little binding oaths are but to the moft virtuous of mankind, it were to
be wifhed that they were adminiftered with great circumfpeéion. The per-
juries at the Cuftom-houfe, and in the cafe of ele@ions, call for the abro-
gation of a {facrament that has loft all fan@ity.

Mr. Baker retained his fellowthip to the death of queen Anne, by the con-
nivance of Dr. Jenkin the mafter, who at firft had been himfelf a non-juror,
but on taking the oaths had been eleted head of the college. The acceflion
of a new family of foreigners, who were not lineal heirs, and whofe relation to
the crown was too remote not to offend the prejudices of the vulgar, incited
the vigilance of government to be firit in impofing the oath of fidelity. " It
was tendered to and refufed by Mr, Baker. In hislife in the Biographia Bri-
tannica, it 'is allerted, that he had hoped to continue to be fereened by the
mafter, and was offended at that indulgence being withdrawn ; but the proof’
of that aflertion is very inadequate to the inference. He wrote himfelf in the
blank leaves of all the books he afterwards gave to the college focius ejecus.
If, when a confcientious man facrifices his fortune to his integrity, it is de=
manded that he fhould have no fenfe of the facrifice ; the demand would not
only be abfurd, but would deftroy half the beauty of the a&ion. What merit
is there in conquering paflions to which we are infenfible 2 Is it not rather a
contradiétion in terms ! How remote too is indignation and a lively fenfe of
our lofs, from patience? Or can any words convey lefs refentment than facius.
¢jeitus ? Me, Fown, they firike as humble and refigned ; and were I to fearch.
for an invidious interpretation, the utmoft I could difcover in the words_fcius
¢jeitus would be a teftimonial borne by the vittim to his own virtuous deed.
If, after all, Mr. Baker retained a lively fenfe of his deprivation, the long re-
mainder of his days was a conftant triumph over his anger; for he remained:
in the college, under the jurifdi@tion of the mafter who had expelled him, in.
charity with his late colleagues, and dedicated many- of his hours to the illuf=
tration of the hiftory of his college. His meek, modelt, inoffenfive behaviour-
never varied. Avarice, the prepofterous paffion that often inereafes with our
decay, never ftained Mr. Baker's fimplicity. He had little, but thought it
enough ; and had the greatnefs of mind to decline offers of what weuld have
been wealth in his circumfances.

I
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It is indeed afferted in the new edition of the Biographia Britannica, that
Mr. Prior ceded to Mr. Baker the profits of his fellow/hip after his expulfion,
If he did, the generous act was worthy of {o honeft and amiable 2 man as
Mr. Prior; and it is not to detra& from the generofity of one whofe foul
glowed with friend(hip and good-nature, and whofe poetry owed not one of
its graceful and genteel beauties to afperity, that I am obliged, on the remarks
of the gentleman to whom this tratis chiefly indebted, to doubt of the reality
of the gift. Though Mr. Baker could have enjoyed the benefit of the ceffion
but very few years, he being ejected in 1717,'and Mr. Prior dying in 1721;
the generofity was complete, Mr. Prior not being able to cede his fellowfhip
but while he enjoyed it. But on the authority above mentioned, I muft
queftion the faé; not from the want of humanity in Mr. Prior, but from his
own circumftances, which could ill allow him to be fo munificent. Mr,
Prior bequeathed books to the value of 200l (together with the portraits of
himfelf and the eatl of Jerfey) to St. John’s college, in acknowledgment for
having held the fellowthip during his life. It is no proof, though perhaps a
prefumption, that he would not have been fo fenfible of the obligation, if he
had ceded it to another; but in faé Mr, Prior’s own fortune was fo far from
{fplendid, that he was little enabled to be a patron.  He had had the intrinfic
merit of having raifed himfef by his abilities from obfcurity to fhining emi-
nence both in poetry and in the ftate—and yet there is no trace of his having
been greedy of wealth. He left a very inconfiderable fortune, and at the
very moment of Mr. Baker’s facrifice Mr. Prior’s own friends were fallen
into fudden difgrace, one of his patrons# was in the Tower, and the other
in exile, and he himfelf under profecution by parliament. It appears from
his friend Dr. Swift, that Mr. Prior had prepared no pecuniary thelter againft
the ftorm. # Our friend Prior,” fays he, * not having had the viciflitude of
human things before his eyes, is likely to end his days in as forlorn a ftate as
any other poet has done before him, if his friends do not take more care of
him than he did of himfelf.” Swift's Letters from 1703 to 1740, publifhed
by Dr. Hawkfworth in 1766, in 3 vols. o&tavo, p, 50. Accordingly the Dean,
with Mr. Pope, Dr. Arbuthnot, and Mr. Gay, with a zeal that will for ever
illuftrate that friendly fociety of men of the firlt genius, who never fuffered
either jealoufy or even party to interfere with their efteem for congenial merit,
fet on foot, promoted, and carried into execution a fubfcription for the publi-

* Robert Harley earl of Oxford.
cation
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cation of Mr. Prior’s works.—~MTr. Prior, with his other virtues, was a man of
no- oftentation 3 would he have accepted a fubfcription for himfelf, while
geding an independent, though fmall; income to another? Yet the aflertion is
pofitive. It is not decent to contradict a pentleman of unimpeached chara&er
on what he affirms; yetit may be prefumed, that, being a matter of tradition,
at the diftance of necar fixty years the original reporter may have been
miftaken.

There is flill lefs foundation for believing what is afferted in a marginal
note in the firft edition of the Biographia Britannica, p. 3726, that bithop
Burnet allowed Mr. Baker an annuity. = That they had literary connections
is well known, probably commenced by Mr. Baker’s fending the prelate many
corrections of his Hiftory of the Reformation, which his lordfhip mentions with
great gratitude and efteem, in the introdu@ion to his third volume, where he
has alfo printed Mr. Baker’s obfervations. But the terms ‘employed by the
bithop are far from implying either familiarity or patronage; and as that was
his laft publication, being dedicated to George I. and as Burnet died in March
1715, near two years before Mr. Baker loft his fellowfhip, it is not probable
that the bifhop would have felected a nonjuror for the objed of his bounty,
and lefs probable that Mr. Baker would have accepted it ; he, who, when re-
duced to much narrower circumftances, would not ftoop to accept emolu-
ments from the head of the triumphant church. ' Having affifted archbithop
Wake in his work on the ftate of the church, his grace offered to Mr. Baker
the nomination of any friend he would recommend to a living of 200/ a
year, fince he could not accept it himf{elf, This generous gratitude Mr. Baker
declined, and defired that his grace’s favour might be confined to a prefent of
the book in queftion. Nor can it ealily be believed, that a man who never
boafted of the diftin@ions he received, would have been filent on obligations:
Mr. Baker certainly did receive ‘pecuniary prefents from Edward Harley the
fecond earl of Oxford, and it isfaid they were' an ‘annuity-of 60/ a years
Mr. Buker ever gratefully acknowledged the patronage of the noble Mwcenas,
to whofe houfe at Wimple he was always a welcome gueft.: More of their
conne@ion will appear, when we come to fpeak of the difpofition of Mr,
Baker’s works,

Excluded from the church, in whofe fervice he had intended to ‘exert his
activity and plous labours, he was reduced to the exercife of his private
Yo, IL Zz virtues,
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virtues, and at liberty; if ‘ever man was, to indulge’ his paflion for ftudy. ke
was the occupation of the reft of his life ; and from the =ra of his deprivation
there is no trace of ‘events in his long courfe but fuch as were literary. I
{hall therefore confine what I have farther to fay of Mr. Baker to the chapter
of ‘his writings'; and-even check the pleafure I have in doing juftice to his
wvirtues, tnlefs where they break out indirectly from circumftances that at-
tended his own compofitions, or the communications with which he aflifted
other authors.

Mr. Baker’s firft publication was his Refletions on Learning, publifhed ia
oftavo, 16yg, without his name. It is a work full of learning, wit, and in-
genuity, and defervedly raifed the authot’s reputation ; yet as much as I ad~
mire it, it would be the partiality of a biographer to his hero, not to allow
shat-it has, confiderable. defes.  The editors of the new Biographia have
juftly reprehended Mr. Baker’s ftyle, which is far from poflefling modern
elegance, and from being formed by a good: ear. It is not fo univerfally
replete - with  coarfe 'and vulgar language, as the ftyles of Dr. Echard,
Dr, Bentley, and Dr. Wootton; men whom however I rather mention with
Wir. Baker as luminaries of fcience and,wit, than to cenfure the harthnefs-and
want of purity in their di€tion. ~But Mr. Baker’s book had a more confider-
able fault than the defect of clegance, It wanted a logical conclufion: |, The
title. of his work explains his fcape.. “ Refle€tions upon L.earning ; wherein
is (hewn the infufficiency: thereof in its feveral particulars, in order to evince
the ulefulnefs and neceflity of. Revelation.”

The fathers who decried human learning in order to enforce the one thing
neceflary, religion, argued confequentially, {fuppofing God implanted a pro-
penfity to arts and fciences in the heart of ‘man, and yet did not intend that
he fhould make any ufe of the powers beftowed. The fathers too, who held
that abfurd docrine, had at leaft the excufe of apprehending that the end of
the world was at hand: #But feventcen hundred years have pretty well ex-
ploded that vifion ; and. therefore we muft be the more furprifed to hear an
ingenious man argue like enthufiafis of the fecond ot third century.

“hat human induftry has not perfected, probably cannot perfe&, every
fetence, is a felf-evident truth, but perhaps’ not a melancholy one.. The

inveftigation is delightful ; and fo exquifite is the goodnefs of the creator, that
he
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he has taught us to ftrike’ out numerous enjoyments even from imperfe&
knowledge,  Where he has not given wus fpecifics, he has beftowed fuc-
ums. Ifi the pyi

amids ‘were raifed by flender kill in mechanics,

1icy might be ere@ed in lefs time now , yet would
not laft’ longer. - The u atives of Crtaheite could carve vuthmt iron, A
Grecian or Roman could execute works in cameo or intaglia without micro-~

by great labour,

feopic glafles, which we cannot imitate with fuperior advantages. - But how
does revelation fupply the defeéls of '\170‘\.\04‘, except in what it was given

to reveal ? 1 will mention a few of Mr.

s, to which revelation
pt morality, I fee not what
or could improve. If it
even has not improved morality, it is not the fault of revelation, but of thofe
to whom it has been difpenfed.

f -CITIS & VETy ni‘dliu‘ul e {1 l“phmenf In

revelation was intended to improve, has improv

But, fays Mr. Baker, language, grammar, hiftory, chronology, geography,
civil law, canon law, phyfic, oriental and fcholaftic learning, are ftill im-

perfet.

In his preface he declares he does not mean wholly to diferedit the ufe of
human learning; yet as in one place he apprehends that the thirkt of learning
will fubRitute natural to revealed religion, we might infer that he fears Lnow-
ledge is no great friend to rcvcmtwn-—bx.t at leaft the whole fcope of his book
and the avowed declaration of the conclufion is, that no complete fatisfaction
is to be had but from revelation. - If he meant, that no complete happinels
can flow.but from religion, it is an undeniable truth, and the defects of
knowledge are by no means the greateft evils againft which we need that
confolatory cordial. But when he runs through the defe@s of hiftory, phyfic,
and canon law, &c.. and fends us to revelation, one fhould fuppofe that in
revelation were to be found the difcoveries not yet made in any of thofe
fciences. Otherwile his diflertation 1s a nugatory declamation, and a vain
parade of his own examination of {o many branche® of knowledge. 1 fhould
trifle if I replied, that I cannot fee how revelation can improve phylic, or
fupply its place, fince the power of curing difeafes has nor been tranfimitted
from the apoftles to their fucceflors. Or Jf I applied revelation to the canon
law, which is, or is pretended to be, drawn from the gofpel.  Or if, inftead of
believing that revelation could amend fcholaftic learning, T fhould affert that

Ziza ' nothing
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nothing can improve nonfenfe and abfurdity; and that the learning of the
{chools was fo far from being learning, that it barred all knowledge, and that
the world never recovered its fenfes till it exploded the {chools,

But reafonable picty will never confound things that have no coherence.
The gofpel was intended to correct our paflions, and preach purer morality
than had been difcovered by the force of human reafon. Ten thoufand!
inventicns, fyflems, and doQrines have been built upon it, to which it gave
no foundation. The precepts of Chrift were plain and fimple. He enjoined;
he forbad, nothing but what he expreffed. He came not to inffruct us in chro-
nology, nor to teach us to write hiftory. His own difciples indeed did not
always underfland him, or conjeftured more from his words than they im-
plied. ‘T'he mere their fuccelors have fancied themfelves illuminated, the
farther they have wandered in the dark ; and good Mr. Baker has not been the
moft free from error, if he really thought, as his argument leads us 1o fuppole,
that the gofpel could fupply any other confolation to the imperfection of {ci-
ence, than refignation to the divine will. All human knowledge, except mo=
rality, might have made all the progrefs it has made, had revelation never been:
difpenfed : and it would puzzle Mr. Baker himfelf to fhow, that any other
{cience has been improved by lights drawn from the gofpel s and if in near two
thoufand years it has contributed nothing to {cience, it probably never wiil. Mr.
Baker was cautioufly in the right not to refer us to the older teftament for
improving the fciences, as it was remarkably unfortunate in fome, particularly
in hiftory, geography, and aftronomy—defe&@s folved by the fuppofition that
God conformed himfelf to the ideas of men—a very irreligious folution : but
the old law being abrogated by the new, we have no bufinefs to uphold the
former ; nor could we without falling into contradictions; the {pirit of Jewifl
invafions and maffacre, and their want of charity for their neighbours, being
totally abhorrent from the fpirit of the meek Jefus..

Mr. Baker's Refle@ions on learning drew him into a controverly with
Le Clerc, a difpute detailed in the Biographia, and which therefore I fhall not
repeat, It feems to have been the only moment of his life in which he did
not preferve his temperate politenefs, but exchanged it, yet only to a mode=
rate degree, for that boifterous indelicacy of the literati of the preceding age,
the Scaligers, Scioppiufes, and Salmafiufes, who hurled Latin ordures at the

heads
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fieads of their foes, and were proud of being able to be as feurrilous as the
coblers * of old Rome and in the fame terms.

May I be allowed to think that a fault which a man commits but once in a
long life, is a beauty in his charaer; at leaft a foil, that heightens the reft
of his virtues, and implies a greater amendment? In Mr. Baker it was re-
deemed by communications even to men of the moft oppofite principles. He
knew to diftinguifh between the members of the republic of letters, and the
adherents to a party in the ftate from which he diffented.

His next, and fole other, publication was a new edition of biflhop Fifher’s
funeral fermon on Margaret countels of Richmond and Derby ; to which he
added an account of her charities, foundations, &c.

The reft of his life was pafled in the ftudy of antiquity and in laborious
colleCtions of antique papers, great numbers of which he tranfcribed with his
own hand, relating to our tranfadions both in the church and the flate.
From théfe frores, and his own indefatigable reading, he affited: many men of
congenial ftudies in their feveral publications ; and he was fuppofed to have
been engaged for many years in compiling for his own univerfity a work
fimilar to Wood’s Athenz Oxonienfes : but there is no {ufficient warrant for
believing that he ever meditated fuch a digeftion; and he certainly left nothing
beyond materials for it.

Of his own college he actually undertook and executed a very valuable
hiftory ; valuable fiill lefs for its accuracy and fidelity, than for its author’s
fingular impardality. It is the chef-d’ccuvre of temper in a martyr. It is
brightened too with rays of judgment and good fenfe that fhine unexpectedly
from fuch brute matter ; and though. too dry to charm without the walls of
its own college, it is fo honourable both to the {ociety and the author, that
it is rather furprifing a few copies at lealt have not been preferved by the
prefs : at leaft it would be a model to writers of that clals, if the fcribb[crs_ of
antiquities conld be taught to have tafte, and to abandon bigotry and preju-
dice, and ufelefs trifles, which have no value but that of exiltence.

The authors and editors his cotemporaries, whole ftudies were congenial

* Dr, Bentley faid of Jofhua Barnes, that he knew as much Greek as a Gregian cobler. i
with
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were gratefully fond of acknowledging their ob! to
o teftimony to.his exemplary virtues. Mr. Brown Willis,

{inus, Dr. Richardfon in his edition of Goc

1 his Life of
libus Angliz, Profeffor Ward in his Hiftory of Grefham Cc
s in his Life of Wolley, and Hearne in {feveral of his publications, all
I the fame language on the communicative humanity and other excellen-

cies of this primitive confefior.

More might be faid on this head; but where genuine virtues {hine fo con-
fpicuoully by their own light, they want no adventitious rays. The pre-
ceding age had leaned fo heavily on thofe collateral crutches, compliments
from cotemporaries, that panegyrics of that kind funk into total difufe. Mr
Pope’s juvenile works were L think the laft fo gilded, and his own effulgence
made all thofe lefier fiars

Hide their diminifh’d heads.

In thofe indefatigable refearches, in colle@tions, in benevolent and friendly
communications, and in the exercife of every duty and of every charity within
the limits of his contraéted fortune, Mr. Baker reached the eighty-fourth year
of his age, when his life terminated as mildly, though fuddenly, as it had been
paffed. On Saturday the 28th of June, 1740, in the afterncon, he was found
lying upon the floor of his chamber ; his face fo much convulfed that his
fpeech was almoft inarticulate ; a ftupor hung on his fenfes, and one fide was
dead. At times he feemed to difregard what was pafling around him ; at
others he knew thofe prefent, and recommended himfelf to their prayers for
an ealy death ; exprefling perfect refignation, as he pérceived, he faid, that
his time was come, and-thanking his friends for their kind offices. ” In this
ealy ftate of tranfition he lafted till the following Wednefday ; and being al-
moft incapable of fwallowing, he took little nourifhment and lefs of medicine,
accepting with uneafinefs any afliftance, but to change his linen, as he deemed
all remedy impoffible and but a delay of his departure ; fo that his friends
forbore to difturb him more than was requifite to mark that there was no
neglect.

This was the end he had often withed, preceded by a fhort illnefs, and
accompanied by little or no pain. He was interred in the anti-chapel of 5t
2 John's
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John’s college with every fincere mark of relpe@ and ceremony from the
{ociety, and an oration in his praife was pronounced over his grave by one of
the fellows.

The laft act of his life, his will, was confonant to the feries of his actions,
and. breathes the fame devotion, humility, charity, friendfhip, and candour,
that had adorned each period. It fhall be printed. here, as it indicates the
difpofition of his MSS. the contents of which are fpecified in the new edition
of the Biographia Britannica, and which fhow how ufeful a virtuous man may
be even when cut off from fociety : but one particularity of his laft teftament
is'too memorable not to be fingled from the reft of his legacies. One of them
is to Dr. Conyers Middleton, whofe principles in church and fate were not
only very different from thofe of Mr. Baker, but the doGor himfelf had loft
the friendfhip of their common patron, the earl of Oxford, by being convetted
from the narrow and bigoted creed of thofe who adhered to the monkifh
notions of royal and ecclefiaftic defpotifm, and who did not, like M. Baker,
allow any toleration, nor forgive Middleton for feeing with his own eyes.
Mr. Baker certainly intended no reproach to a fe@, which he never quitted ;
but the candour of his condud is the fevereft cenfure on' every patty that is
intolerant. - They alone who abhor toleration deferve little.  ‘They are ene-
mies to the freedom of religion, over which God alone can have any right of
empire. Mr. Baker lived and died in charity with all mankind, and" was
perhaps the fole inftance of a man who bequeathed his worldly goods to a
fociety that .had ejected him, and to the minifters of a church in which he had
loft preferment. = The following copy of his will attefts thefe merits, and fhall
clofe what T'have to fay of {fo uncommon and amiable a chara&er.

Mr. BAKER’s
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N the name of God, Amen, I Themas Baker, ejected fellow of St, John's
college in Cambridge, do make my laft will and teftament as follows :

Firft, T commend my foul into the hands of Almighty God (my gracious
and good God) my faithful creator, and merciful redeemer, and in all' my dan-
gers and difficuities a moft conflant prote@or. Blefled for ever be his holy
name’!

As tothe temporal goods it hath pleafed the fame good God to beflow on
me (fuch as all men might be content with, and are, T blefs God, neither
poverty nor riches), I difpofe of them in the following manner:

Whereas I have made a deed of gift (or fale for one guinea) of twenty-one
volumes in folio of my own hand writing, to the right honourable Edward earl
of Oxford, I confirm and ratify that gift by this my laft will, and I beg his lord-
thip’s acceptance of them, being fenfible they are of little ufe or value ; with
two other volumes in folie, markt vol. 19, 20. fince conveyed to him in like
manner. ;

To my dear coulin George Baker, efq. of Crook, I'leave The Life of Car-
dinal Wolfey, noted with my own hand, lord Clarendon’s Hiftory with cuts
and prints, and Winwood's Memorials in three volumes, in folio, with a five-
pound jacebus piece of gold, as a mark of refpe@ and affe@ion, fince he does
not want 1t,

To my coufin Ferd. Baker, my filver falver, as promifed.

Tomy worthy kinfiman and friend, Mr. George Smith, I leave Godwin De
preefulibus Angliz, Warzus De prefulibus Hyberniz, both noted with my own
hand.

To the reverend and learned Dr, Neweombe, mafter of St. Johu’s college,
I leave a ring of a guinea, with two tables of the mafters of St. John’s college,
5 in
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in frames, with my founder’s piGure (Dr. Hugh Afhton) for him{elf or college:
and to his excellent lady a ring of one guinea.

To my worthy friend Dr., Dickens, regius profeflor of law, T leave the firft
edition of Linwood’s Provincial, in a large folio and black ]

ctter, with a ring of
a guinea, and Dr. Corbet’s picture, for himfelf, or the col

lege.

To the worthy Mr. Burrough, fellow of Caius college, 1 leave bithop Cofin’s
picture for the college ; and my worthy friend Dr. Knight, archbifhop Par-
ker’s pi&ure, together with another piCure (near my bed) of Dr, Humphry
Tyndal, dean of Ely (as fuppofed, and the date and year agree exadtly).

All my other pictures and' prints undifpofed of, I leave to my worthy friend
Dr. Grey*®, LL. D. for the ornament of his houfe, with a ring of a guinea to
him, Dr. Middleton, Dr. Williams, Mrs. Burton of Ellamore, and my dear
niece and god-daughter Mrs. Margaret Shepperfon, and the rev. Mr. John
Bofwell, vicar of Taunton and prebendary of Wells,

To St.. John's college library I leave all fuch books, printed: or MSS. a5 1
have, and are wanting there ; excepting thofe I leave in truft to my worthy
friend Dr. Middleton, for the Univerfity library : viz. archbithop Wake’s State
of the Church, noted and improved under his own hand ; bifhop Burnet’s
Hiftory of the Reformation, in three volumes, noted in my hand ; and.bithop
Kennet’s Regifter and Chronicle (for the memory of which three great pre-
lates, my honoured friends, I muft always have a due regard). To thefe I
add Mr. Anftis’s Hiftory of the Garter, in 2 vols. folio ; Wood’s Athenz
Oxonienfes, and (Maunfel’s Catalogue) both noted in my own hand, and
Guaton’s and Patrick’s Hiftory of the Ghurch. of Peterborough, neted for
bifhop Kennet in my own hand ; with 15 volumes more or lefs, in. folio,
in mannfeript, all in my own hand ; and 3 volumes in quarto, part in my
own hand,

To the poor of thie parifh of Lanchefter, where (at Crook) I was born ;
and to the poor of the parifh of Longnewton, where I was ejeted; to each
parifh I leave ten pounds, and te the college fervants of St. John the Evan-

* Dr. Zacary Grey, either editor or author of Remarks upon Neale’s Hiftory of the Puritans,
and the laft edition of Hudibras.

Vor, II, Aaa gelift:
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gelift ten pounds (among fuch as {hall be willing to accept a fhare), and out
of that I leave five pounds to my bedmaker.

And whereas I have an hundred pounds in the Bank of England, under the
name of my worthy friend and kinfman Dr: William Bedford, M. D. I leave
him the profits of one year, and one year’s dividend next after my deceafe.

As to my funeral, I am not {o folicitous : I defire nothing more than chrif-
tian burial,  Chrift be merciful to me a finner !

Laftly, I conflitute and appoint my dear nephew, Richard Burton, efquire,
my fole executor ; to whom I leave every thing undifpofed of, which I hope
will be enough, to defray his trouble. May God Almighty blefs him, and
give him all the engaging qualities of his father, all the virtues of his mother,
and none of the fins or failings of his uncle; which (God knows) are great
and many, and humbly (O my God) I call for mercy.

In teftimony of this my will, I have hereunto fet my hand and feal this 15th
day of O&uober, 1739,
THOMAS BAKER.,

Signed, fealed, delivered and declared by the aforefaid Thomas Baker, the
teltator, as for his laft will and teftament, in the prefence of us,

WILLIAM CLAPHAM,

CHARLES RICHARDS.

And now, O my Gaod, into thy hands I contentedly refigh myfelf: whether
it be to life or death, thy will be done. Long life I have not defired, and
yet thou haft given it me. Give me, if it be thy good pleafure, an eafy and
an happy death: ‘or, if it fhall pleafe thee to vifit me feverely, as my fins have
deferved, give me patience to bear thy corre@ion, and let me always fay, even
with my dying breath, Thy will be done. Amen, Amen,

ACTCOUNT
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