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ON

MODERN GARDENING.

“ARDENING was probably one of the firft arts that fucceeded to that
of building houfes, and naturally attended property and individual pof+
feflion. Culinary and afterwards medicinal herbs were the objets of every
head of a family: it became convenient to have them within reach, without
{ecking them at random in woods, in meadows, and on mountains, as often
as they were wanted. When the earth ceafed to furnith fpontaneouily al
thefe primitive luxuries, and culture became requilite, feparate enclofures for
rearing herbs grew expedient. Fruits were in the {fame predicament, and
thole moft in ule, or that démand attention, muft have entered inte and ex=
tended the domeftic enclofure. The good man Noah, we are told; planted a
vineyard, drank of the wine, and was drunken, and every body knows the
confequences. Thus we acquired kitchen-gardens, orchards, and vineyards.
I am apprized that the prototype of all thefe forts was the garden of Eden;
but as that Paradife was a good deal larger than any we read of afterwards,
being enclofed by the rivers Pifon, Gilion, Hiddekel, and Euphrates, as every
tree that was pleafant to the fight and good for food grew in it, and as twe
other trees were likewife found there, of which not a flip or fucker remains,
it does not belong to the prefent difcuflion. After the fall, no man living
was fuffered to enter into the garden; and the poverty and neceflities of our
firlt anceftors hardly allowed them time fo make improvements on their eflates
in imitation of it, fuppofing any plah had been preferved. A cottage and a

flip of ground for a cabbage and a goofeberry-buth, fuch as we fec by
== fide

the




520 ON MODERN GARDENING.

{ide of a common, were in all probability the earlieft feats and gardens: a
well and bucket fucceeded to the Pifon and Euphrates. As fettlements in-
creafed, the orchard and the vineyard followed; and the earlieft princes of
tribes poflefled juft the necellaries of a modern farmer,

Matters, we may well belicve, remained long in this fituation ; and though
the generality of mankind form their ideas from the import of words in their
own age, we have no reafon to think that for many centuries the term garden
implied more than a kitchen-garden or orchard. When a Frenchman reads
of the garden of Eden, I do not doubt but he concludes it was fomething ap-
proaching to that of Verfailles, with clipt hedges, berceaus, and trellis-work.
If his devotion humbles him fo far as to allow that, confidering who defigned
it, there might be a lahyrinth full of AEfop’s fables, yet he does not conceive
that four of the largeft rivers in the world were half fo magnificent as an
hundred fountains full of ftatues by Girardon. It is thus that the word garden
has at all times paffed for whatever was underftood by that term in different
countries. But that it meant no more than a kitchen-garden or orchard for
{everal centuries, is evident from thofe few defcriptions that are preflerved of
the moft famous gardens of antiquity.

That of Alcinous, in the Odyfley, is the moft renowned in the heroic
times. Is there an admirer of Homer who can read his defcription without
rapture; or who does not form to his imagination a fcene of delights more
piGurefque than the lardfcapes of Tinian or Juan Fernandez?  Yet what was
that boafted Paradife with which

the gods erdain’d.
To grace Alcinous and his happy land ? Popre.

‘Why, divefted of harmonious Greek and bewitching poetry, it was a fmall
orchard and vineyard, with fome beds of herbs and two fountains that watered
thiem, enclofed within a quickfet hedge. The whole compafs of this pompous
garden enclofed—four acres.

Four acres was th’ allotted {pace of ground,
Fenc’d with a green enclofure all around.

7 The

i
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Tthe trees were apples, figs, pomegranates, pears, olives, and vines.

‘Tall thriving trees confefs’d the fruitful mould;
The redd’ning apple ripens into gold,

Here the blue fig with lufcious juice o’erflows,
‘With deeper red the full pomegranate glows,
The branch here bends beneath the weighty pear,
And verdant olives flourith round the year.

Beds of all various herbs, for ever green,

In beauteous order terminate the fcene.

Alcinous’s garden was planted by the poet, enriched by him with tl
gift of eternal fummer, and no doubt an effort of imagination furpaf

e fairy
ng any
thing he had ever feen.  As he has beftowed on the fame happy prince a pa-
lace with brazen walls and columns of filver, he certainly intended that the
garden fhould be proportionably magnificent. We are fure therefore, that as
late as Homer’s age an enclofure of four acres, comprehending orchard, vine-
yard, and kitchen~garden, was a ftretch of luxury the world at that time had
never beheld.

The hanging gardens of Babylon were a fiill greater prodigy.  We are not
acquainted with their difpofition or contents ; but as they are fuppofed to have
been formed on terrafles and the walls of the palace, whither {oil was conveyed
on purpofe, we are very certain of what they were not ; I mean they muft
have been trifling, of no extent, and a wanton inftance of expence and labour,
In other words, they were what fumptuous gardens have been in all ages till
the prefent, unnatural, enriched by art, poflibly with fountains, ftatues, baluf-
trades, and fummer-houfes, and were any thing but verdant and rural.

From the days of Homer to thofe of Pliny, we have no traces to lead our
guefs to what were the gardens of the intervening ages.© When Rt‘:mnn au-
thors, whofe climate inftilled a wifh for cool retreats, fpeak of their enjoyments
in that kind, they figh for grottos, caves, and the refrefhing hollows of moun-
tains, near irriguous and fhady founts ; or boaft of their porticos, walks of
planes, canals, baths, and breczes from the {fea. Their gardens are never men-
tioned as affording thade and fHelter from the rage of the dog-ftar. Pliny has

left us deferiptions of two of his villas. As he pfed his Laurentine villa for
Vor. IL Axx hie
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his winter retreat, it is not furp
All he fays
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part of the account,
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g that the gar
ut it is,

G.

makes no

rden c-wﬁh‘cr*

that the geftatio or place of exere

which furrounded the garden (the ]Mm confequently not being very lar _je],
was bounded by a hedge of box,and; where that was perifthed, with rofemary ;

that there was a walk of vines,

and that moft of the

trees were fig and mul-

berry, the foil not being proper for any other forts.

On his Tufc:
f the d

pa irt of 11.1'

oround? E:
years ago ;
the mafter and the artificer.

and what was the pnnuml beauty
xactly nh.lt was the admiration of this country about thi
box-trees cut into monfters, animals, lette
In an age when architeGure difplayed all its

1

n villa he is more diffufe, the garden makes a confiderable

LC=

of that pleaf

re
rs, and the names rf

gnndu‘.r, all it purity, and a 1 its talte ; when arofe Velpafian’s amphitheatre,

the temple of Peace, Trajan’s
ruins and veftiges of “hu.x {g.
Roman conful, a polithed emperor ’s §

and tafte, del 1vhtc! in what the mob now fcarce admire in a colleg
All the 1]’1’*!’(?(‘16!‘1{‘: of Pliny’s correfponded exadtly with th
London and Wife on Dutch principles.
trimmed,

wildernels, thrubs methodically

riend, and a man of elegan

rum, Domitian’s baths, and Adrian’s villa, the

e our afltonifhment ;-.‘}d curiofity ; a
t literature

e-gardern,

laid out by

He tal

a marble balon®,

of

pipes fpout

water, a cafcade falling into the bafon, b'ty -trees alternately planted with
planes, a and a ftraight walk, from whence iffued others parted off by hedges of

box, and apple-trees, with obelitks placed between every two.
1 p ¥

There wants

nothing but the embroidery of a p'\rtc.re to make a garden in the reign of

Trajan ferve for a defcription of one in that of king William .
paflage above, Pliny {cems to have conceived that natural irregulari

* The Englith gardens deferibed by Hentzner
in the reign of Elizabeth are exact copies of
thofe of Pliny. In that at Whitehall was a fun-
dial and a jet-d’eau, which on turning a cock
fpurted out water and fprinkled the fpeclators.
In lord Burleigh’s at Theobald’s were obelifks,
pyramids, and circular porticos, with cifterns of
lcad for bathing.
walls were covered with rofemary; a cuftom, he
fays, very common in England. At Theobald’s
was a labyrinth alfo; an ingenuity I fhall men-
prefently to have been frequent in that

At Hampton-conrt the garden
T 8

tion

9

In one

might

+ Dr. Plot, in his Natural hiftory of Oxford-
{hire, p. 380, {eems to have been agreata
into mL moft heterog
forms, which he calls #
one Laurembergius for {ay
are as expert as moft
feulpture ; for which

of trees carved

qworks, and q

-court w r-
ticularly remarkable. he doftor then nar
other gardens that flo mhhcd with animals md
caftles, formed 2 topiarid, and above all a2
wren’s neit that was capacious enough to receive
2 man to fit on a feat made within it for that
purpofe.

be
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Something like

fition. But the idea foon vanifhed,

{light fcene, and names and inferiptions in box again fucceeded
3

im‘ the introduétion of natur

daring

a rural view was contrived ami
lineal
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he, fubita velut illati ruris imitatio.
dft fo much polithed compo-
oped the
o compenfate

valks immediately

In the paintings found at Herculaneum are a few traces of gardens, as may

be {een in the fecond volume of the prini‘.

They are fmall {quare enclofures

formed by trellis-work, and c{‘l‘.ai*hl +, and regularly ornamented with valfes,

fountains and careatides, eleg
fpaces allotted to the

not banifh thofe

neat trellis, which preferves its wooden verdure better than natural' g

ges in the

pofed to dult.  Thofe treilla
lightf

Boulevard, have a gay and de

+f

o
tran{picuous arbours through which the fun-beams play
that marry with their gaudy hotels, and

fet off the ftatues, vafes and flowers,

* But fhiuﬂh ]“]m' '".11)1' l’_‘lL'.ﬂ’I"t an idc:.ﬂ

l::Ld dLCOr..lIU[], yet ElAUL lmd l)('u] a ‘prince,
1t 'g.l hu. wilduefs of extravagant ex-
aults) had difcovered
vered two men of

nd

genius sle of executing his

n 10& (ﬂlltl" ideas: a

rles of mode

grout ni laid ‘cut with 2il the free-
How ‘will my readers be fur-
1at Nero himfelf was the 1'.1';nuc

dom of nature.
prifed to h

in qu» eftion !

terum Nero ukus eft patriz ruinis, extruxitque

3 Mr.

Xxx 2

garden of a houfe in a capital city.
> playful waters that refrefh a fultry m dllllOl‘ in to

] efeét
Tul effect.

antly fymmetrical, and proper for the narrow

From fuch I would
vi, nor the
reens ex-
at Paris, pu ticularly on the
They form light corri dor*s, and
and chcq;;cr the {hade,

ga rde

1de gemmee

mum, in qua haud j et aurum
ita 1\1'-dcm et luxu vulgata;

miraculo effent, fol
quam arva, et {tagna, et; in modum folitudinum,
hinc filvee, inde patia, et profpectus
Magift et macl
quibus ingenium et audacia erat etiam quz na-

aperta ]
atoribus Severo et Celere,

tura denegarifiet per artem tentare.

¢ Befides, Nero availed himfelf of the
his country, and built a houfe in which gems and
gold f(' mmon luxury,
fields and

ruins of

ufual and cc

‘]l'}‘l"

i

paces and. profj
figners being Severus and

'|' At W cient fuit of

in “1 >xaltly refem-

Pinkerton.

{uit
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fuit the gallant and idle {ociety who paiat the walks between the
and realize the fantaftic fcenes of Watteau and D’U rfey.

s how naturally and infenfib]

From what 1 have faid, it appe
a kitchen-garden flid into that which has for fo many ages been

termed a garden, and by our anceftors in this country dmm'
parted
off in early ages for the ufe of the family : to exclude cattle, and alcertain the
property, it was {eparated from the fields by a hedge. As pride and defire of
privacy increafed, the enclofure was (hgmlu.d by walls ; and in climes where
fruits were not lavithed by the ripening glow of I-‘lll.llL, and foil, fruoit-trees
were aflifted and ﬁ1e1tcxed from mtloundmg winds by the like expedient;
for the inundation of luxuries which have fwelled into general neceflitics,

have almoft all taken their fource from the fimple fountain of reafon.

name of a pleafure-garden. A fquare piece of ground was rrn._g"em..;

When the cuftom of making fquare gardens enclofed with walls was thus
eftablifhed, to the exclufion of nature :nd profpect*, pomp and folitude com-
bined to call for fomething that might enrich and enliven the infipid and un-
animated partition. Fountains, firft invented for wfe, which grandeur loves
to (111‘__'11113 and throw out of the queftion, received embellithments from coftly
marbles, and at laft, to contradi@ utility, toffed their wafte of waters into air
in fpouting columns. Art, in the hands of rude man, had at firft been made
a {uccedaneum to nature; in the hands of oftentatious wealth, it became the
means of oppofing nature; and the more it traverfed the march of the lattery
the more nobility thought its power was demonftrated. Canals meafured by
the line were introduced in lieu of meandering flreams, and terrafles were
hoifted aloft in oppofition to the facile flopes that imperceptibly unite the valley
to the hill. Baluftrades defended thefe precipitate and dangerous elevations,
and flights of {teps rejoined them to the fubjacent flat from which the terrafs
had been dug. Vafes and fculpture were added to thefe unneceffary balconies,
and ftatues finithed the lifelefs fpot with mimic reprefentations of rhc excluded
fons of men. Thus difficulty and expence were the conftituent parts of thofe
fumptuous and felfith folitudes; and every improvement that was made, was
but a ftep farther from nature, The tricks of water-works to wet the unwary,

* It was not uncommon, after the circumad- to recover it by raifing large mounts of carth to
jacent country had been thut out, to endeavour peep over the walls of the garden.

2 not
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not to refreth the panting fpe@ator, and parterres embroidered in ' patterns
like a petticoat, were but the childifh endeavours of fafhion and novelty to
reconcile greatnels to what it had furfeited on. To crown thefe impotent dif-
plays of falfe tafte, the fheers were applied to the lovely wildnefs of form with
which nature has diftinguifhed each various fpecies of tree and fhrub. The
venerable oak, the romantic beech, the ufeful elm, even the afpiring circuit of
the lime, the regular round of the chefnut, and the almoft moulded orange-
tree, were correfted by fuch fantaftic admirers of fymmetry. The compafs
and fquare were of more ufe in plantations than the nurferyman. The mea-
{ured walk, the quincunx, and the etoile impofed their unfatisfying famenefs
on every royal and noble garden. Trees were headed, and their fides pared
away ; many French groves feem green chefts fet upon poles. Seats of marble,
arbours and {ummer-houfes, terminated every vifto; and {ymmetry, even
where the {pace was too large to permit its being remarked at one view, was
fo ellential, that, as Pope obferved,

each alley has a brother,
And half the garden jult refle@s the other.

Knots of flowers were more defenfibly fubjected to the fame regularity. Lei-
fure, as Milton exprefled it,

In trim gardens took his pleafure.

In the garden of marfhal de Biron at Paris, confifting of fourteen acres, -every
walk is buttoned on each fide by lines of flower-pots, which fucceed in their
feafons. When I faw it, there were nine thoufand pots of afters, or la reine
Marguerite.

We do not precifely know what our anceftors meant by a bower: it was
probably an arbour; fometimes it meant the whole frittered enclofure, and in
one inftance it certainly included a labyrinth. Rofamond’s bower was indif~
putably of that kind, though whether compofed of walls or hedges we cannot
determine®, A fquare and a round labyrinth were fo capital ingredients of a

* Drayton, in a note to his Epiltle of Rofa= authority for that affertion. Vide Pref. to 2d edit.
mond, fays, her labyrinth was built of vaults un- of Britith Topography, p. X, Such‘nults
der ground, arched and walled with brick and might remain to Drayton’s time, but did not
ftone—but, as Mr. Gough obferves, he gives no prove that there had been no l'uperﬂ:m&ure!.

garsen
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garden formerly, that in Du Cerceau’s architeture, who lived in the time of
Charles 1X. and Henry I1L there is fcarce a ground-plot without one of each,
The enchantment of antique appellations has confecrated a pleafing idea of a

royal refidence, of which we now regret the extin@ion. Havering in the

=]

Bower, the jointure of many dowager queens, conveys to us the notion of a

romantic fcene.

-~
ts oL O no

In Kip's vie

vity.,  Every houfe is approached by two or t

(=

of a gravel-walk and two grafs-plats, o bor

haps

s above the other by two or three fteps, and as many walls

and terr ; and fo many iron pates, that we recollect thofe ancient ro-
mances, in which every entr
lady Orford’s at Piddletown in Dorfetthire, there was, whea my brother mar-
ried, a double enclofure of thirteen gardens, each 1 fuppofe not much above an
hundred yards fquare, with an enfilade of correfpondent gates; and before
row gut between two ftone terrafles, that

ce was guarded by nymphs or dragons. At

you arrived at thefe, you pafled a nar >
rofe above your head, and which were crowned by a line of pyramidal yews
A bowling-green was all the lawn admitted in thofe times, a circular lake the

extent of magnificence,

This, like other filly fathions, which, begun without meaning, are frequentl

continued with as little, lafted down to the reign of king William, and fell in

with the mechanic tafte of the Dutch, There was a maze in lord Arlington’s
garden, on the fite where is now the queen’s houfe in St. James’s park, thus ce-
lebras-d in Latin verfe by Charles Dryden in a volume of his father's Mifcel-
Janies, Vide Horti Arlingtoniani, vol. i. part ii. p. 2

73+ 270.
Nee te prateream, tencbris que dives opacis
Sylva vires, vento motis peramabilis umbris !

Hic magnus labor ille et inextricabilis error,

Per quem mille viis errantem Thefea duxit

Ah nimis infelix per fila fequentia virgo !

Securi hic tenero ludunt in gramine amantes,
Nec reperire viam curant, ubi lumina Velper
Deficiente die accendit; fed Jongius ipfam

Hic fecum placidé cupiunt confumere noftera;

Dum
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Dum fuper arborecs modulans lufcinia ramos
Dulce melos iterat, tenerofque invitat amc

res.

In the royal garden at Hampton-court, plaated in William’s reign, there
yal g I 5 50
fiill exifts, to the delight of fchool-boys and to the admiration of country
vilitors, a fpecimen of thofe infipid ingenuities.

Yet though thefe and fuch prepofterous inconveniencies prevailed from age
to age, pood fenfe in this country had perceived the want of fomething at
once more grand and more natural. Thefe refle@ion

the w:

and the bounds fet to

te made by royal fpoilers, gave ori

into parks. They were contraéted

forefls, and extended gardens. zner fays, that according to Rous of

Warwick the firft park was that at Woodftack, If fo, it might be the foun-

ation of a legend that Henry II. fecured his miftrefs in a labyrinth : it v
bt more difficult to f k than in a palace, when the intric: c3
of the woods and various lodges buried in covert might coneeal her aCtual ha-
bitation.

1 her in a pa

It is more extraordinary, that having fo long ago ftumbled on the principle
of modern gardening, we {hould have perfifted in retaining its reverfe, fymme-
trical and unnatural gardens. That parks were rare in other countries

iy
Hentzner, who travelled over great part of Europe, leads us to fuppofe, by
obferving that they were common in England. In France they retain the

name, but nothing is more different both in compafs and difpofition. Their
ally fquare or obleng enclofures, regularly planted with walks of

parks are uf]
chefnuts or limes, and generally every large town has one for its public re-
hey are exactly like Burton’s court at Chelfea college, and rarely

creation.

larger.
£

One man, one great man we had, on whom nor educationr nor cufton:
could impofe their prejudices; who, on evil days though Jallen, and with
darknefs and folitude compaffed round, judged that the miftaken and fantaftic
ornaments he had feen in gardens, were unworthy of the almighty hand thag
planted the delights of Paradif; He feems with the prophetic eye of tafte
[as I have heard tafte well * defined] to have conceived, to have forefeen
modern gardening ; as lord Bacon announced the dilcoveries fince made by

* By the great lord C
by his own villas in Enfiel

m, who had a'good tafle himfelf in modern gardening, as he fhowed
Chace and at Hayes,

experi-
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T

experimental philofophy. The defeription of Eden is a warmer and more
{1+

|
juft picture of the prefent ftyle than Claud Lorrain could have painted from
Hagley or Stourhead, The ficft lines I fhall quote exhibit Staurhead on

more :nﬁgni:':ccnt feale.

€T en went a river large,
ar 5 I z 3 SR
Nor.chang’d his courfe, but thro’ the thaggy hill

d 3 for God 'had throws
en-mound, high rais’d

ath ingulp

That mountain as his gar

Upen the rapid carrent

Hagley feems pictured in what follows,

which thro® veins
OF porous earth with kindly thirft updrawn,
Rofe a frefh fountain, and with many a rill
Water’d the garden——

WWhat colouring, what freedom of pencil, what landfeape in thefe lines,

———from that fapphire fount the crifped brooks,
Rolling on orient pearl and fands of gold,

With mazy error under pendent fhades

Ran ncdar, vifiting each plant, and fed

Flow'rs worthy of Paradife, which not nice ari
In beds and curious knots, but nafure boon
Pour'd forth profufe on hill and dale and plain,
Both where the morning fun firft warmly fmote
The open field, and where the unpierc’d fhade
Imbrown’d the noon-tide bow’rs.——T s was this place
A happy rural feat of various view

Read this tranfporting defcription, paint to your mind the fcenes that follow,
contralt them with the favage but refpedable terror with which the poet
guards the bounds of his Paradife, fenced

———with the champain head
Of a fleep wildernefs, whole hairy fides
With thicket overgrown, grotefque and wild,
Accefs
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Accefs denied ; and over head upgrew
Infuperable height of loftieft thade,

Cedar and pine, and fir; and branching palm,
A fylvan fcene, and, as the ranks afcend,
Shade above fhade, a woody theatre

Of ftatelieft view

and then recolleét that. the author of this fublime vifion ‘had never feen a
glimpfe of any thing like what:he has imagined; that his favourite ancients
had dropped not a hintof fuch divine feenery 3 and that the conceits in Ttalian
gardens; and Theobald’s-and Nonfuch, ‘were the brighteft originals that his
memory could furnith. His' intelle@ual eye faw a nobler plan, fo little did
he fuffer by the lofs of fight., It fufficed him to have feen the materials with
which he could work.  The vigour of a'boundlefs imagination told him how
a-plan might be difpofed, that would embellith nature, and 'reftore art to its
proper office; the jult improvement or imitation 'of it¥,

It is neceflary that the coneurrent teftimony of the age fhould fiwear to
pofterity that the defcription above quoted was written above half'a century
before the introduttion of modern gardening, or our incredulous defcend-
ants will ‘defraud the poet of half his glory, by being perfuaded that he
copied fome garden’or gardens he had {feen—fo minutely do his ideas corre-
fpond with the prefent ftandard. © But what fhall we fay for that intervening
half- century 'who could read that plan and never attempt to put it in exe-
eution ? g

Now: let us turn to an admired writer, pofterior to Milton, and fee how
eald, how inﬁpid, how taftelefs is his account of what he pronm.mce‘:i a pcric:;:ft
carden. 1 {peak not of his ftyle, which it was not'neceflary for him to ani-
mate with the colouring and glow of poetry. It is his want of ideas, of
imagination; of tafte, that I cenfure, -when hc‘u:&atc.d‘ on a fubje& that is
capablé of ‘all the graces that a knowledge of I:.C‘ILHU{U.I nattllrc can beftow:
Sir William ' Temple was an excellent man ;. Milton, ‘a genius of the firlk

arder:

: Tl e til and sroprels of the Drelent tal
above was written, I have found . called The rife and progrefs of the prefent tafte

and fir William ‘Temple cen= in planting, printed in 1767,
{ame. foundations,.in @ poem

ri Wa
&1 We

* Since tl

Milton pra
fured, on

Vol.
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We cannot wonder that fix William declares in favour of parterres, foun-
tains and Ratues, as neceffary to break the famenefs of large grafs-plats, which
he thinks have an ill effec upon the eye, when he acknowledges that he dil-
covers fancy in the gardens of Alcinous, Milton ftudied the ancients with
equal enthufiafm, but no bigotry, and bad judgment to diftinguifh between
the want of invention and the beauties of poetry. Compare his Paradife with
Homer’s garden, both afcribed to a celeftial defign. For fir William, it is juft
to obferve, that his ideas centred in a fruit-garden. He had the honour
of giving to his country many delicate fruits, and he thought of little elfe than
difpofing them to the beft advantage. Here is the paflage I propofed to
quote ; it is long, but I need not make an apology to the reader for entertain-
ing him with any other words inftead of my own.

“ The beflt figure of a garden is cither a fquare or an oblong, and either
upon a flat or a defcent : they have all their beauties, but the beft I efteem
an oblong upon a defcent. The beauty, the air, the view makes amends for
the expence, which is very great in finifhing and fupporting the terrafs-walks,
in levelling the parterres, and in the ftone-ftairs that are neceflary from one
to the other.

o)

“ The perfedelt figure of a garden I ever faw, either at home or abroad,
was that of Moor-park in Hertfordfhire, when I knew it about thirty years
ago. It was made by the countefs of Bedford, efteemed among the greateft
wits of her time, and celebrated by doQor Donne; and with very great care,
excellent contrivance, and much coft ; but greater fums may be thrown away.
without effect or honour, if there want fenfe in proportion to money, or 7
natire be not follozeed, which I take to be the great rule in this, and perhaps
in every thing elfe, as far as the conduct not only of our lives, but our go=
vernments,” [ We fhall fee how natural that admired garden was. ]

¢ Becaufe [ take® the garden I bave named to have been in all kinds the
moft beautiful and perfed, at leaft-in the figure and difpofition, that I have
ever feen, I will defcribe it for a. modclto thofe that meet with fuch a fitua-
tion, and are above the regards of common expence. It lies on the fide of a
hill, upon which the houfe ftands, but not very fteep. The length of the

* This garden {cems to have been made after effay; to which, that I may not multiply quota~
the plan laid down by lord Bacon in his geth tions, I will refer the reader.
houfe,
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hioufe, where the beft rooms and of moft ufe or pleafure are, lies upon the
breadth of the garden ; the great parlour opens into the middle of a terrafs
gravel-walk that lies even with it, and which may lie, as I remember, about
three hundred paces long, and broad in proportion ; the border fet with
ftandard laurels and at large diftances, which have the beauty of orange-trees
out of flower and fruit. TFrom this walk are three defcents by many ftone
fteps, in the middle and at each end, into a very lirge parterre.  This s di-
vided into quarters by gravel-walks, and adorned with two fountains and
eight Ratues in the feveral quarters. At the end of the terrafs-walk are two
fummer-houfes, and the fides of the parterre are ranged with two large cloif-
ters open to the garden, upon arches of fione, and ending with two other
fummer-houfes even with the cloifters, which are paved with ftone, and de-
{igned for walks of fhade, there being none other in the whole parterre. Over
thefe two cloifters are two terraffes covered with lead and fenced with baluf-
ters; and the paflage into thefe airy walks is out of the two {ummer-houfes
at the end of the firft terrafs-walk. The cloifter facing the fouth is covered
with vines, and would have been proper for an orange-houfe, and the other
for myrtles or other more common greens, and had, I doubt not, been calt for
that purpofe, if this piece of gardening had been then in as much vogue as
it is now.

¢ Trom the middle of this parterre is a defcent by many fteps flying on
each fide of a grotto that lies between them, covered with lead and flat, into
the lower garden, which is all fruit-trees ranged about the feveral quarters of a
wildernefs which is very fhady ; the walks here are all green, the grotto embel-
lithed with figures of fhell rock-work, fountains, and water-works. If the
hill had not ended with the lower garden, and the wall were not bounded by
a common way that goes through the park, they might have added a third
quarter of all greens but this want is fupplied by a garden on the other fide
the houfe, which is all of that fort, very wild, fhady, and adorned with
rough rock-work and fountains. '

¢ This was Moor-park, when I was acquainted with it, and the fwecteft
place, I think, that I have feen in my life, either before or fince, at home or

abroad.”

T will make no-farther rematks on this defcription. A_ny man might de-
Yyvyy 2 fign
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§ wil
! b
ve more beauty than!any of the others: but

muft owe it to {ome ex dinary. dilpolitions-of nature in the feat, o fouie

greatrace of fi ent in'.the contiivance, which may reduce
difagrecing parts fufo fome figure, which thall yet, upon the whole, be Very
agreeable. = Something of this I have feen in {ome places, but heard .more of
it from others, who have lived much among the Chinefe, a pcople whofe way
of thinking feems to lie as wide of ours in. Europe, as their cc g

Their greateft reach of imagination is-employed in contriving f
the beauty fhall be great and ftrike the eye, but without any order or dif]

fition of parts that fhall be commonly or eafily obferv And the

do

we
have hardly any notion of this fort of beauty, yet they have a particular werd
to exprefs it; and where they find it hit their eye at firt fight, they fay 'the

tharawadgi is fine or is admirable, or any fuch exprefion of efteem—but. I

thould hardly a

e any of thefe attempts in the figure of gardens-among us;
they are adventures of too hard, achievement for any common hands: and
hough there may be. more honour if they fucceed welly yet there is more
dithonour if they fail, and it is twenty to: one-they will ; whereas in regulax
figures it is hard to make any great and remarkable faults.””

Fortunately Kent and a few others were not quite {o timid, or we

might
fiill be going up and down flairs in the open air.

(=]

It is true, we have heard much lately, as fir William Temple did, of irre-
gularity and imitations of nature in the gardens or grounds of the Chinefe.
The former is certainly true; they are as whimfically irregular as European
gardens are formally uniform and unvaried—but with regard to nature, it

3 {eems
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feems as much avoided agin the {quares and oblongs and ftraight lines of our
N, - » -
anceftors. ~‘An artificial perpendicular rock {t: utmg out of a flat plain, and

conneéted with noth

often ‘pierced through in  various places  with oval
hollows, has no more pretenfion to:be deemed natural than a lineal terrafs or
a parterre. The late Mr. ‘]ull h Spence, who had both tafte and zeal for the
prefent ftyle, was {o perfuaded of the Clinefe emperor’s pleafure-ground!
being laid ont on principles refembling ours, that he tranflated and publithed,
under the name of fir Harry Beaumont, a particilar account of that encl
fure from the colle@ion: of the letters of the Jefnits, T have looked it oy
and, except.-a determined irregnl

-

rity, can'find nothing in it that gives me any
idea of attention being pald to natdre. It is of valt cncumfcrcncc, and con~
ains 200 palaces; belic F e
:md varnifhed,: There a

lakes, and'one of ‘the latte

guous for the eunuchs, all gilt, painted
.d hills from 206 to 6o feet high, fireams and
ive miles round, Thefe waters are pﬁi?‘cd b‘jr
br]al: , but even their bridges muft not be firai igcht—they ferpentife as much as
_the rivulets, and are {ometimes {o long as io be furnithed with 1cﬂmg~phccs,
and begin and.end with triumphal arches. Methinks a firaight canal is as ra-
tional at leaft as'a meandering’ bridge. T'};c c::!mmn(_-e% undulate in the fame
manner. = In fhort, this pretty gandy fcene is the work of caprice and whim,
and, when we reflect on their buildinggs, prefents no image but that of un-
fubftantial tawdrinefs. Nor is this all. - Within this faﬂmﬁu_ paradife is a
fn]u;u‘c town, each fide a mile long. Here the eunuchs of the court, to enter~
tain his imperial majefty with the 'buftle and bufinefs of the capital in which
he refides, but w hich it i not of his.dignity ever to fee, a&t merchants and all
forts of trades, and even defignedly exercife for his royal amufement every
art of knavery that is pra&ifed under his :mip cious' government. = Methinks
this is the childith folace and repofe of grandeur, not a retirement from affiirs
to the delights of rural life. H-;‘l too his majefty plays at agriculture ; there
is.a quarter. et apart for that purpole; the eunuchs fow, reap, and carry in

their harveft in the il‘]pcr'n‘l prefence; andshis majefly returns to:Pekin per-
fuaded that he has been in the couruy *
Haying

* The French have of late years adopted our  nefe, and by calling.our taltein gardening le golt
_{E}-I(g in gardens; but choofing to be fundamental- Anglo-Chinois. - I think I have.fhown that this
ly obliged to more remote rivals, they deny us is a-blunder, and that the Chinefe have: pafled
half the merit, or rather the originality of the in-  to one extremity of abfurdity, as the French and
wention, by afcribing the difcovery to the Chi- all.antiguity had advanced to the other, both be

ing
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Having thus cleared my way by afcertaining what have been the ideas on

3

534

gardening in all ages, as far as we have materials to judge by, it remains to
ihow to what degree Mr. Kent invented the new ftyle, and what hints he had
received to fuggelt and condud his undertaking.

We have feen what Moor-park was, when pronounced a ftandard. But as no
fucceeding generation in an opulent and luxurious country contents itfelf with
the perfetion eftablithed by its anceftors, more perfe&t perfe@ion was ftill
fought; and improvements had gone on, till London and Wife had ftocked our
gardens with giants, animals, monfters # coats of arms and mottos, in yew,
box and holly. Abfurdity could go no farther, and the tide turned. Bridgman,

ing equally remote from nature : regular forma-
lity is the oppolite point to fantaftic tharawadgis.
The French, indeed, during the falhionable pa-
roxylm of philofophy, have furpafled us, at lealt
in meditation on the art. Thave perufed a grave
treatife of recent date, in which the author, ex-
tendinghis views beyond mere luxury and amufe-
ment, hasendeavoured to infpire hiscountrymen,
even in the gratification of their expenfive plea-
fures, with benevolent projects. He propofes to
thém to combine gardening with charity, and to
make every fep of their walks an aét of genero-
fity and a leflon of morality. Inftead of adorn-
ing favourite points with a heathen temple, a
Chinele pagoda, a Gothic tower, or fittitions
bridgey he propofes to them, at the firft refting-
place to erect a fehool; a little farther to found
an academy 3 at a third diftance, a manufadture ;
and at the termination of the park to endow an
hofpital. Thus, fays he, the proprietor would
be led to meditate, as he faunters, on the different
{tages of human life ; and both his expence and
thoughts would march in a progreflion of pa-
tiiotic acts and refleétions. When he was laying
out {o magnificent, charitable, and philofophic
an Utopian villa, it would have coft no more to
have added « foundling-hofpital, a fenate-houfe,
and a burying-ground.—If I fmile 4t fuch vifions,
ftill one mult beglad that in the whirl of fathions
beneficenice thould have its turn in vogpue ; and
though the French -treat the virtues Tike every

thing elfe, but as an ohject of mode, it is to be
hoped that they too will, every now and then,
come into fathion again. The author L have
been mentioning reminds me of a French gen-
tfleman, who {ome years ago made me a vifit at
Strawberry-hill. He was fo complaifant as to
commend the place, and to approve our tafte in
gardens—but in the fame ftyle of thinking with
the above-cited author, he {aid, “I do not like
your imaginary temples and fiftitious termi-
nations of views: I would have real points of
view with moving obje€ls: for inftance, here I
would have—(1 forget what)—and there a wa-
tering-place.” ¢ L'hat is not fo eafy,” I replied 5
% one cannot oblige others to affemble at fuch or
fuch a fpot for one’sam ufement:—however,l am
glad you would like 2 watering-place, for there
happens to be one; in that ereek of the Thames
the inhabitants of the village do actually water
their horfes : but I doubt whether, if it were
not convenient to them to do fo, they would fre-
quent the fpot only to enliven my profpect.’—
Svch Gallo-Chincis gardens, I apprehend, will
rarcly be executed.

* On the piers of a garden-gate not far from
Paris I obferved two very coquet fphinxes. Thefe
lady monftershad ftraw hats gracefully finart on
one fide of their heads, and filken eloaks half
veiling their necks ; all executed in ftone.

2 the
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the next fathionable defigner of gardens, was far more chafte ; and, whether
from good fenfe, or that the nation had been firuck and reformed by the ad-
mirable paperin the Guardian, N°® 173, he banithed verdant fculpture, and did
niot even revert to the {quare precifion of the foregoing age. Heenlarged his
plans, difdained to make every divifion tally to its oppofite ; and though he
ftill adhered much to fraight walks with high clipped hedges, they were only
his great lines ; the reft he diverfified by wildernefs, and: with loofe groves of
oak, though ftill within {furrounding hedges. I have obferved in the garden*
at Gubbins in Hertfordthire many detached thoughts that firongly indicate
the dawn of modern tafte. As his reformation gained footing, he ventured
farther, and in the royal garden at Richmond dared to introduce culivated
fields, and even morfels of a foreft appearance, by the fides of thofe endlefs
and tirefome walks, that firetched out of one into another without inter-
miffion. Butthis was not till other innovators had broken loofe toc from rigid
{ymmetry.

But the capital firoke, the leading ftep to all that has followed, was (I believe
the firft thought was Bridgman’s) the deftruction of walls for boundaries, and
the invention of foflés—an attempt then deemed fo aftonithing, that the
common people called them Ha! Ha's! to exprefs their furprife at finding
a fudden and unperceived check to their walk.

One of the firft gardens planted in this fimple though {till formal ftyle, was
my father’s at Houghton. It was laid out by Mr. Eyre, an imitator of Bridg-
man. It contains three-and-twenty acres, then reckoned a confiderable
portion.

I call a funk fence the leading ftep, for thefe reafons: No fooner was this
fimple enchantment made, than levelling, mowing and rolling, followed. The
contiguous ground of the park without the funk fence was to be harmonifed
with the lawn within ; and the garden in its turn was to be fet free from its
prim regularity, that it might affort with the wilder country without, The
funk fence aflcertained the fpecific garden ; but that it might not draw too ob-

# The feat of the late fir Jeremy Sambroke. the execution of fir Thomas, though not her
It had formerly belonged to lady More, mother- fon, and though her jointure from a former
in-law of fir "homas More, and had been tyran-  hufband.
nically wrenched from her by Henry VIIL, on :

Vious
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vious aline of diftin&ion between the neat and the rude, the'contiguous out-
lying parts came to be included in a kind of genéral defign¥ and when nature
was taken into the plan, under improvements, ‘every ftep that was made,
pointed out new beauties and infpiréd new ideas.” At that moment appeared
Kent, painter-enough totafte the charms of landfcape, bold and opinionative
enough to dare and to dictate, and botn with a genius to {trike out a grear{yl-
tem from the twilight of imperfeét effays.  He leaped the fence,and faw that
all nature was a garden. He felt the delicious contraft of hill'and valley chan-
ging imperceptibly into each other, tafted the beauty of the gentle fwell, or con-
cave {coopy -and remarked how loofe groves crowned an‘ealy eminence with
happy ornament, and, while they called in the diftant view between their grace-
ful ftems, removed and extended the perfpedtive by delulive comparifon.

Thus the pencil of his imagination beftowed all the arts of landfcape on the
fcenes he handled. The great principles on which he worked were perfpec-
tive, and light and fhade. Groupes of trees broke too uniform or too extenfive
alawn; evergreens and woods were oppoled to the glare of the champain ;
and where the view was lefs fortunate; or fo much expofed as to be beheld at
once, he blotted out fome parts by thick (hades, to divide it into variety, or to
make the richeft {cene more enchanting by referving it to a farther advance of
the fpc&utor’s ftep. Thus {ele@ing favourite objeéts, and veiling deformities
by fcreens of plantation, fometimes allowing the rudeft wafte to add its foil
to the richeft theatre, he realiféd the compofitions of the greateft mafters in
painting. Where objeéls were wanting to animate his horizon, his tafte as an
architect could beflow immediate termination. His buildings, his feats,. his
temples, were more the works of his pencil than of his compafles. We owe
the reftoration of Greece and the diffufion of architeGure to his fkill in
landfeape.

But of all the beauties he added to the face of this beautiful country, none
furpafled his management of water. *Adieu to canals, circular bafons, and cafs
cades tumbling down marble {teps, that laft abfurd magnificence of Itilian and
French wvillas. The forced elevation of catara@s was no more. The gentle
ftream was taught to ferpentife fccmiugf}' at its pleafure; and where difcon-
tinued by different levels, its courfe appeared to be concealed by thickets pro-
perly interfperfed, and glittered again at a diftance where it m'l;:hi be ﬁii?i}i}ﬁ;‘il
paturally to arrive. Its borders were fmoothed, but preferved their wavi

=]

irregularity.
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framed the diftant 'pu:.‘.lt of light under which it was luiu, as it turned afide to

either hand of the blue horizon.

in none bat the colours of nature, and catching its moft fa-

tures, men {aw a new creation opening bdon their eyes. The

c

living landfeape was chaftened or polifhied, not transformed. Freedom was

given to the forms of trees ; they extended their bran ches unreftricted ; and
where any eminent cak, or mafter beech, had efcaped maiming, and furvived
l 1 re removed, and all its ! onours were re

Where the united plumage (\.!‘ an ancie

ored

e forelt, bufh and
to dl linguith and m 1
wood :..\;L(::h_ud wide 1
nefs, Kent thinned the foremoft ranks, and left but fo many det

1

ts .;m.l;mmg canopy, and ftood venerable i

feattered trees, as foftened the approach of gloom, and blended
light with the thus lengthened fhadows of the remaining columns,

Succeeding artifts have added new mafter-ftrokes to thefe touches ; PC‘IH“%
improved or brought to pcrfc&lon {fome that I have named. The introdu&ion
of foreign trees and 1‘-'-5"&'*. which we owe principally to Ar d duke of
Argyle, contributed effentially to the richnefs of L,U]ommg io p CL 11111 to our
modern 1.1[1«1&:1{30. '1 he mixture of various greens, the contraft of forms be=
tween our forelt-trees and the northern and Weft-Indian firs and pines, are
improvements more recent than Kent, or but little known to him. The
weeping-willow and every florid fhrub, each tree of delicate or bold leaf, are
new tints in the compolition of our gardens, The laft century was certainly
> plants we now admire. The Weymouth

|:with mauny of thele rare
I heen naturalifed heres the patriarch plant flill exifts at Long-
leat, 'The light and r*'.';ncc'ful acacia was known as early ; witnefs thofe an-
clent flems in the court of Bedford=houfe in Bloomfbury-{quare ; and in the

t Fulham are many exoties of very ancient date,
the difficulty of preferving them in a clime fo fo-
general 5
led {o well

acq

pine has lor

bifhop of London’s garden
1 doubt therefore whether
irn totheir nature did not convince our anceftors of their inutility 1
unlefs the thapelinefs of the lime and hotfe-chefnut, which accor

:ml 1mula|n\, and which thence and from their uO\L.u.\’ grew in

with eft:
_“[111011 did not occafion the neglect of the more > curious plants,
Yoz, 11, LT But
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But juft as the encomiums are that I have beftowed on Kent's difcoveries,
he was neither without aflilftanice nor faults, Mr. Pope undoubtedly contributed
to form his tafte. The defign of the prince of Wales’s garden at Carlton-
houfe was evidently borrowed from the poet’s at Twickenham. There was
a little of affe@ed modefty in the latter, when he faid, of all his works he was
moft proud of his garden. And yet it was a fingular effort of art and tafte
to imprefs fo much variety and fcenery on a fpot of five acres. The paffing
through the gloom from the grotto to the opening day, the retiring and again

alfembling fhades, the dufky groves, the larger lawn, and the {olemnity of the
termination at the cyprefles that lead up to his mother’s tomh, are managed
with exquifite judgment : and though lord Peterborough affifted him

To form his quincunx and to rank his vines,
thofe were not the moft pleafing ingredients of his little perfpective.

I do not know whether the difpofition of the garden at Roufham, laid out
for general Dormer, and in my opinion the moft engaging of all Kent’s works,
was not planned on the model of Mr. Pope’s, at leaft in the opening and re-
tiring fhades of Venus's vale. The whole is as elegant and antique as if the
emperor Julian had fele€ted the moft pleafing folitude about Daphne to enjoy
a philofophic retirement.

That Kent’s ideas were but rarely great, was in fome meafure owing to the
novelty of his art. It would have been difficult to have tranfported the ftyle
of gardening at once from a few acres to tumbling of forefts: and though
new fafhions like new religions (which are new fathions) often lead men to
the moft oppofite excefles, it could not be the cafe in gardening, where the
experiments would have been fo expenfive. Yet it is true too that the fea-
tures in Kent’s landfcapes were feldom majeftic.  His clumps were puny ; he
aimied at immediate effe@, and planted not for futurity. One fees no large
waoods fketched out by his direétion. Nor are we yet entirely rifen above a
too great frequency of fmall clumps, efpecially in the elbows of {ferpentine
rivers. How common to fee three or four beeches, then as many larches, a
third knot of cyprefies, and a revolution of all three! Kent’s lalt defigns were
in a higher ftyle, as his ideas opened on fuccefs. The north terrafs at Clare-
mont was much fuperior to the reft of the garden.

A return
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A return of fome particular thoughts was commen to him with other
painters, and made his band known, A fmall lake edged by a winding bank
with fcattered trees that led to a feat at the head of the pond, was common
to Claremont, Efher, and others of his defigns. At Efher,

Where Kent and nature vied for Pelham’s love,

the profpelts more than aided the painter’s genius—they marked out the
points where his art was neceflary or not; but thence left his judgment in
poflcilion of all its glory.

Having routed profeffed art, for the modern gardener exerts his talents to
conceal his art, Kent, like other reformers, knew not how to ftop at the juft
limits. He had followed nature, and imitated her {fo happily, that he began
to think all her works were equally proper for imitation. In Kenfington-
garden he planted dead trees, to give a greater air of truth to the fcene—but
he was foon laughed out of this excefs. His ruling principle was, that zature
abbors a firaight line—His mimics, for every genius has his apes, feemed to
think that fhe could love nothing but what was crocked. Yet fo many men
of tafte of all ranks devoted themfelves to the new improvements, that it is
{urprifing how much beauty has been ftruck out, with how few abfurdities,
Still in fome lights the reformation feems to me to have been pufhed too far.
Though an avenue crofling a park or feparating a lawn, and intercepting
views from the feat to which it leads, are capital faults ; yet a great avenue ¥
cut through woods, perhaps before entering a park, has a noble air, and,

Like footmen running before coaches
To tell the inn what lord approaches,

announces the habitation of fome man of diftin&tion. In other places, the
total banithment of all particular neatnefs immediately about a houfe, which
is frequently left gazing by itfelf in the middle of a park, is a defect.
# OF this kind one of the moft noble is that fize, particularly when you ftand in the portico
of Stanite the feat of the earl of Halifax, of the temple and {urvey the landfcape that
s an ancient wood for two miles and waftes itfelf in rivers of broken fea, recall fuch
bounded by t The very extenlive lawns exaét pictures of Claud Lorrain, that it is difficult
at that 1}-_-.[1 richly enclofed by venerable beech to conceive that he did not paint them from

woods, and chequered by fingle beeches of vafl  this very [pot.
Zizzz2 Sheltered

3
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] and even clofe walks, in fo very uncertain a ch
ill ‘exchanged for the few pictut

jue days that we «

pf r 01' a warm 1m1 L.cn

1ave with great reafon been banifhed
r have not been allottec
-eat houfes, as proj
d as works of ;;.‘m-‘lulr in themfelves.
admit the utmoft invention ; and when the waters are thrown up to di
'Ta{*Ca, and tumble over Lhul bordér, nothing has a more impefing or a mo

efrething found. A - palace demands its external graces and ‘.tumutu, as
much as a garden. Fountains and cyprefles peculiarly become buildings ; and
no man can have been at Rome, and {een the valt bafons of marble dafthed
t retaining an idea

1 o 2 Athon
with perpetual cafcades in the area of St. Peter's, withou
of tafte andi{plendour, Thofe in the piazza Navona ar

5. fublimely:
conceived.

Cirottos in this climate are recefles only to be looked at tranfiently, When
they are rcf\“ulany i.‘on‘l})uF d within of fymmetry and architeCture nlt ‘[v
they are only fplendid 1r1mmtnm1f5. The n"ork judicioufly, indeed n
fortunately placed grotto is that at Stourbead, where the river burfts from,
the urn of its god, and pafles on its courfe through the cave.

But it is not my bufinefs to In.y down rules for gard but to give the
hiftory of them. A fyftem of rules puthed to a grerit degrce of refinement,
and colle@ed from the belt examples and pmi‘tlh, has been lately "i\.'cn in a
book entitled Obfervations on modern Gardening The ‘work: is very ingeni-
oufly and carefully executed, and in pointof utility rather exceeds 11...11 umiis
any neceflary direftions. The author will excufe me if I think it a little ex-
cefs, when l.c examines that rude and unappropriated feene of Matlock-bath,
and criticifes nature for having beftowed on the rapid river Derwent too mar ny
cafcades. How can this cenfure be brought home to gardening? The manage-~
ment of rocks is a province can fall to few direCtors of gardens ; fill in our-
diftant provinces fuch a guide may be neceflary.
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ON MODERN GARDENING
The author divides his fubjeét into gardens, parks, farms, and ridings. I do
not mean to find fault with this divifion. Directions are requifite to each
kind, and each has its department at many of the great feenes from whence
he drew his obfervations.  In the Kiftoric light, Idiftinguith them into the
garden ‘that conne@s itfelf with a park, into the ornamented farm, and into
the foreft or favage garden. Kent, as I have fhown, invented or eftablifhed
the firft fort. Mr, Philip Southcote founded the fecond, or ferme ornde *
of which is a very juft -.lc..k.nptlon in mc author [ have be en quoting.. The
third T think he has not enough diftinguithed, I ‘mean that kind of al-
pine fcene, compofed almoft who}]y of ‘pin¢s and firs, a few birch, and fuch
sr ilate with a favage and mountainous country. - Mr. Charles Ha-
milton, at Pain’s-hill, in my opinion has given a perfe@ example of this
mode in the utmofl boundary of hi

a0

e ol
€8 as all

garden. All is great and foreign and
rude; the walks feem not defigned, but cut through the wood of pines; and
the ftyle of the whole is fo-grand, and conduéied with fo ferious an air of
wild and uncultivated extent, that, when you look down on this {eeming fo-
reft, you are amazed to ﬁnd it contain a Very few acres. In general, except
as a fcreen to conceal {fome deformity, or as a fhielter in ‘winter, I am not fond
of total plantations of ever-greens. = Firs in pasticular form a very ungraceful
fummit, all broken into angles.

Sir Henry Englefield was one of the firft improvers on the new fiyle, and
fele@ed with ﬁ{]“llnli tafte that chief beauty of all galdcrs, profpect and for-
tunate points Df view : we tire of all the ‘painter’s art when it:wants thefe
%mmm“ touches,  T'he faireft fcenes, that depend on themftlves a alone, weary
when oiun feen. The Doric portico, the Palladizn bridge, the Gothic ruin,
the Chinefe }l'wcda, that furprife the ftranger, foon lofe Lhcu charms to their
{urfeited mafter.. The lake that floats the valley is. ftill more lifelefs, “nd its
lord feldom enjoys his expence but when he fhow

s it to a vilitor. But the or-
5 the hermitage, or feene ;Ldaptod to con-
templation. It is almoft comic to fet afide a quarter ‘of one’s garden to be
melancholy in, Profpe&, animated profped, is the theatre that will always

be the moft frequented. Profpet

nament whofe merit fooneflt fades, is

s formerly were facrificed to convenience

and warmth. Thus Burleigh ftands behind a Inli from the top of which it

would command Stamford, Our anceftors, who refided the greateft part of the

year at their feats, as others did two years to;;cu,u or,more, had an eye to
* At-Wobourn-farm-in Surry.

g comfort

-
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comfort firft, before expence. Their vaft manfions received and harbotired
all the younger branches, the dowagers and ancient maiden aunts of the fami-
lies 5 and other families vifited them for a month together. The method of
living is now totally changed ; and yet the fame fuperb palaces are flill created,
becoming a pompous {olitude to the owner, and a tranfient entertainment to
a few travellers.

If any incident abolithes or reftrains the modern ftyle of gardering, it will
be this circumftance of folitarinels. The greater the {cene, the more diftant it
is probably from the capital ; in the neighbourhood of which land is too dear
to admit confiderable extent of property. Men tire of expence that is obvious
to few fpeQators. Still there is a more imminent danger that threatens the
prefeat, as it has ever done all tafte. I mean the purfuit of variety. A mo-
dern French writer has in a very affeGed phrafe given a jult account of this,
I will call it, diftemper. He fays, ['ennui du bean amene le. godit dn fingulicr.
The noble fimplicity of the Auguftan age was driven out by falfe tafte. The
gigantic, the puerile, the quaint, and at laft the barbarous and the monkifh,
had each their {ucceflive admirers. Maufic has been improved, till it is a fcience
of tricks and flight of hand. The fober greatnefs of Titian is loft, and paint-
ing fince Carlo Maratti has little more relief than Indian paper. Borromini

“twifted and curled architecture ¥, as if it was fubjed to the change of fathions
like 2 head of hair. If we once lofe fight of the propriety of landfcape in
our gardens, we fhall wander into all the fantaftic tharawadgis of the Chinefe.
We have difcovered the point of perfe@ion. ~We have given the true model
of gardening to the world; let other countries mimic or corrupt our tafte ;
but let it reign here on its verdant throne, original by its elegant fimplicity,
and proud of no other art than that of foftening nature’s harfhneffes and
copying her graceful touch.

The ingenious author of the Obfervations on modern Gardening is, T
think, too rigid when he condemns fome deceptions becaufe they have been
often ufed. If thofe deceptions, as a feigned fteeple of 2 diftant church, or
an unreal bridge to difguife the termination of water, were intended only to
furprife, they were indeed tricks that would not bear repetition ; but, being
intended to improve the landfcape, are no more to be condemned becaufe

# In particular, he inverted the volutes of the Ionic order.
common,
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common, than they would be if employed by a painter in the compofition of
a piture. Ought one man’s garden to be deprived of a happy objed, be-
caufe that object has been employed by another 2 The more we exa& novelty,
the fooner our tafte will be vitiated. Situations are every where fo various,
that there never can be a famenefs, while the difpofition of the ground is
ftudied and followed, and every incident of view turned to advantage.

In the mean time how rich, how gay, how “piGurefque the face of the
country ! The demolition of walls laying open each improvement, every
journey is made through a fucceffion of pitures; and even where tafte is
wanting in the fpot improved, the general view is embellifhed by variety. If
no relapfe to barbarifm, formality, and feclufion, is made, what landfcapes will
dignify every quarter of our ifland, when the daily plantations that are mak-
ing have attained venerable maturity ! A fpecimen of what our gardens will
be, may be feen at Petworth, where the porticn of the park neareft the houfe
has been allotted to the modern ftyle. Itis a garden of oaks two hundred
years old. If there is a fault in fo auguft a fragment of improved natare, it is,
that the fize of the trees is out of all proportion to the fhrubs and accom-
paniments.  In truth, fhrubs fhoutd not only be referved for particular fpots
and home delight, but are paft their beauty in lefs than twenty years.

Enough has been done to eftablifh fuch a fchool of landfcape as cannot be
found on the reft of the globe. If we have the feeds of a Claud or a Gaipar
amongft us, he muft come forth. If wood, water, groves, valleys, glades, can
infpire poet or painter, this is the country, or this is the age to preduce them.
The flocks, the herds, that now are admitted into, now graze on the borders
of our cultivated plains, are ready before the painter’s eyes, and groupe them~
felves to animate his pi€ture. One misfortune in truth there is that throws
a difficulty on the artift. A principal beauty in our gardens is the lawn and
fmoothnefs of turf: in a picture it becomes a dead and uniform fpot, incapa-
ble of chiare fcuro, and to be broken infipidly by children, dogs, and other
unmeaning figures.

Since we have been familiarized to the fludy of landfcape, we hear lefs of
what delighted our fportimen-anceftors, 2 fine open country.  Wiltihire, Dorfet-
thire, and fuch ocean-like extents were formerly preferred to the rich blue
profpedts of Kent, to the Thames-watered views in Berkihire, and to the

magnificent
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magnificent {cale te in Yorkfhire. « An open country is but a canvafls

= might be defigned.
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lie country and Mr. Kent, that he was fucceeded by a
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did liviz i3 come within my plan, I {hould be
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Mt. Brown: but he may be a gainer, by being referved
? 4 o > J (=]

for {fome abler pen.

In general it is probably true, that the pofleflor, if he has any tafte, muft be
the beft defigner of his own improvements. He fees his fituation in all fea=

fons of the year, at all time of the day. He knows where beauty will not
clafh with convenience, and obferves in
thoufand hints that muft efcape a perfon who in a few days fketches out a

pretty picture, but has not had leifure to examine the details and relations of

filent walks or accidental rides a

CVETY pm't.

Truth, which, after the oppofition given to moft revolations, preponderates
at laft, will probably not carry our ftyle of garden into general ufe on the con~
tinent. The expence is only fuited to the opulence of a free country, where

emulation reigns among many independent particulars. . The keeping of our
orounds is an obftacle, as well as the coft of the firft formation. A flat coun-
try, like Holland, is incapable of landfcape. - In France and Italy the nobility
do not refide much, and make fmall expence, at'their villas. I fhould think
the little princes of Germany, who fpare no profufion on their palaces and
country-houfes, moft likely to be our imitators; efpecially as their country
and climate bear in many parts relemblance to ours. In France, and ftill lefs
in Italy, they could with difficulty attai
our clime beftows as the groundwork of our improvements. As greatan ob-
facle in France is the embargo laid on the growth of their trees, As aftera
certain age, when they would rife to bulk, they are liable to be marked by
the crown’s furveyors as royal timber, it is a curiofity to fee an old tree. A
landfcape and a crown-furveyor are incompatible.

that verdure which the humidity of

1 have thus brought down to the conclufion of the laft reign (the period 1
#1ad marked to this work) the hiftory of our arts and artifts, from the carlieft
1 cither. . Though there have been only

ra in which we can be faid to have hac
gleams of light and flathes of genius, rather than progreflive improvements, or
flourithing
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flourifhing fchools ; the inequality and infufficience of the execution have
flowed more from my own defe€s than from thofe of tl t e fubjet, T 1 e
merits of the work, if it has a*iy, are owing to the indef ble induftry o
Mr, Vertue in 2 rm.ﬂ‘ng all poffible materials. As my tafk is s finith ed, it will,
I hope, at leaft excite others to collect and preferve notices :uul anecdotes for
fome future continuator. The zra promifes to furnifh a nobler harveft. Qur
ibitions, and the inftitution of a royal academy, mf]nl\. the artifts with
on, diffufe their reputation, and recommend them to employment. Tl
public examines and reafons on their works, and fpectators by tleglecs become
Judges. Nor are perfons of the firlt rank mere patrons. Lord * Harcourt’s
etchings are {uperior in boldnefs and freedom of ftroke to any thing we have
feen from eftablifhed artifts, Gardening and archite@ure owe as much to the
nobility and to men of fortune as to the profeflors. I need but name gen
Conway’s ruftic bridge at Park-place, of which every ftone was placed by his
own direction, in one of the moft beautiful {cenes in nature ; and the theatric
ftair-cafe defigned and juft ere@ed by Mr. Chute 1 at his feat of the Vine in
Hampfhire. If a model is fought of the moft perfect tafte in archite@ure,
where grace foftens dignity, and lightnefs attempers magnificence ; where
proportion removes every part from peculiar obfervation, and delicacy of exe-
cution recalls every part to notice ; where the polition is the moft happy, and
even the colour of the ftone the moft harmonious ; the virtuofo fhould be di-
rected to the new I front of Wentworth-caftle : the refult of the fame elegant
judgment that had before diftributed fo many beauties over that domain, and
called from wood, water, hills, profpcﬂs and buildings, a compendium of pic~
turefque nature, improved by the chaflity of art.  Such an @ra will demand a
better hiftorian, With pleafure therefore I refign my pen; prefuming to re-
commend nothing to my fuccellor, but to obferve as firict impartiality.

* George Simon, fecond earl of Harcourt. 4+ The old front, flill extant, wase

T jol:n Chute, laft male-heir of that family, 'J'.homas Wentworth late eari of Str
defcended from Chaloner Chute, fpeaker to Ri- new one was entirely defigned by
ear] William himfelf.

chard Cromwell’s parliament.

Vour. 1, 4 A
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