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LETTERS 1o aAND FrOM MINISTERS.

LUE D ThE R 1
To:rue: DUKE or NEWCASTLE.

MY LORD;

OME time ago Mr. Weft, by your graces order, treated with'me for the fale
of my place in the cuftom-houfe, which bringing in to ‘me at the lowelt
thirteen hundred per ann. with the contingence of roo per ann. motre onithe
death of Mrs. Leneve, befides other advantages which I fhall mention pre-
fently, was thought werth, by thofe who underftand, and whom I confulted
on, thefe fort of things, from fourteen to fifteen thoufand péunds, The affair,
as I underftood, went off by my brother, who has the reverfion after me, ex=
peQing much more for his fmall fhare and great reverfion, than was thought

reafonable,

This being a brief ftate of the cafe, T have now thought of a plan, by which
I believe I could accommodate your grace in a much eafier manner, and which
1 thall kere propofe to be accepted or rejected as your grace fhall think proper.

The poft of mafter of the mint, held at prefent by Mr. Chetwynd, is, I
think, reckoned at 12001. per ann. If it is lefs, even 1ocol-I will exchange
mine for it on the following terms. If your grace will give me the reverfion
of the mafter of the mint after Mr, Chetwynd, for my life, I will immedi-
ately on his death refign my fhare and profics of the place in the cuftom-
houfe to whomever your grace pleafes. ‘That is, T will give up fourteen
hundred a year, precarious, for 1200 or 1660 certaing on which your grace
‘will pleale to make thefe obfervations:  If my brother will'not part with his
contingency, whoever fhall’ have my fhare will ftill be a great gainer, ~For

Bbba inftance,
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inftance, the mafter of the mint mult be given to fomebody—if to me, I give i
licu my profits (I believe, greater than thofe), befides what Lhinted at above ; and:
in our place there are feven or eight places in mine and my brother’s gift alter-
nately; of which two at leaft are very good—1I fhall give up my nominations with
my place. If Mr, Chetwynd outlives me, as my profits would go to another,
not a farthing of money is thrown away, and when Mr. Chetwynd {hall drop,
his place will be in your grace’s difpofal, as it is at prefent. If my brother
dies before me and Mr, Chetwynd, the whole profit of the cuftom-houfe:
place will be in your grace’s difpofal, and I thall be to wait for Mr. Chetwynd’s
reverfion, or to die myfelf; neither of which will be of any confequence but
to myfelf. In fhort, my lord, infiead of paying me a large fum of meney as.
was before propofed, your grace will only have the trouble: of afking the king,
to confent to my exchange of my place, that your grace may have the very
fair pretence of afking at the fame time for one or two lives in:the cuftom-
houfe place, which on this.agreement with. me your grace weuld enfure to
your family (and would be a great provifion for a younger fon of my lord
Lincoln); and as I fhould be ready to refign mine (by much the largeft thare),
I fhould fuppofe his majefty would not refufe your grace a fuit fo advantage-
ous te you, and which then you would have fo reafonable foundation for
afking. And I own I have one pleafure in refle@ting how, different “from
moft reverfions; this would be rather a fervice than anyways offenfive to
Mr. Chetwynd..

There is one thing more I ought to mention. I don’t know the exad
value of Mr. Chetwynd’s place; it may be more than I have ftated it, and I
have no thoughts of making any clandeftine advantage. If it thould exceed
13 or 1400l per ann, L by no means defire to be a gainer in income, and
{hall readily agree to pay to whomever your grace pleafes as much as it {hall
exceed my prefent place; as on the other hand, if it falls fhort, 1 am centent
to be the fufferers

T have treated this exchange as very advantageous to your grace, and it cez-
tainly would be exceedingly fo; yet I.do not mean either to be artful for my
own profit, or to pretend to make any court by it. It would be below me
not to deal frankly with your grace: I have neither ambition nor avarice to
fatisfy ; I have as much from the government as I defire, or have any preten-
fions to; | want no more; but I do with to be fecure for my life, and to

5 e Keep
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keep nearly what I have. IfI can keep it honourably, as I fhould, by this
exchange, I fhould be glad: if I cannot, I {hall be content with much lefs, for I
would do nothing unworthy of me, to obtain any advantage. Your grace fent
to me in a very handfome manner before; I hope my compliance then, and
the much better propofal for your grace that I make now, mark my attention
and defire of obliging your grace, in which, without any difguife, I mean, my
lord, at once to pay a civility to you, and to fecure myfelf in a way which
leaves me nothing to be athamed of, and gives your grace fome reafon to be
fatisfied with my plain dealing—in a word, a way as creditable to you as it
will be little expenfive,
Iam, my lord,

Your grace’s, &c.
HOR. WALPOLE.

Nov. 12, 1758.

LETTEER .I

To. e R1. Hon, HENRY BILSON LEGGE,

S1R,

UPON hearing a motion yefterday in the houfe of commons for an account
of the produce of the tax on places, I fent for my deputy and afked what I
had paid. He told me that nothing had been demanded ; that he had been
ready to pay whatever {thould be required, as I had given him pofitive orders,
and to anfwer to the extent of the value of my place whenever it {hould be
enquired into. You will excufe my troubling. you with this now, fince on
ane hand I don’t know on what method the treafury have fixed for taxing the
places in the exchequer; and on the other, if I did, I would not fend my
affefliment ju/? now, left it thould look as if I had had any defign of evading the
tax, and only paid for fear of the enquiry. I muft appeal to you, fir, how
very groundlefs fuch a fufpicion would be. T can fcarce expect that any
thing I fay thould make an impreflion on any body, and yet I believe you
may recolle&, that when fuch a tax was firft talked of, I told you how far I
was from withing it thould not be impofed ; that I thought perfons who had a
good deal from the government ought to ‘pay towards carrying it on,:and
shat. we, in_¢mployments. could afford it better than many on whom the
weight
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weight of taxes'fell very heavily. - Iimuflt ‘bear ‘my brother witnefs that hé
entirely agreed with' me in‘thefe {fentiments.

Wihen this tax was to'be voted, T'again fpoke toyou upen it, fir, and:faid,
Though I was very ready-to pay myfelf;T hoped it would not be extended to
little ‘offices, where falarics were fmall, and the bulinefs great: and T mentioned
to you a difficulty that might, by inadvertence, be laid upon me, if'I 'was rated
accordihg to my bills, which, including all that'I' pay to the king’s workmen
and tradefmen, would, “if walued in that-manner, impofe a greater duty upon
me than my whole income would amount to. This you ‘told me could never
be the cafe; and I only mention it new, to thow that T no more conceal what
I faid for myfelf, than I {fought to avoid any incumbrance to which 1 ought
to be fubjed. You concluded the converfation with faying, that no method
of taxing places was yet fettled, and that it would be a very diflicult matter to
adjuft.

Do excufe my repeating all this detail, and be fo good as to keep this letter,
if it fhould be neceflary for my juftification. There is but one thing in the
world that I have any pretence to be proud of, and ‘that is, my difinterefted-
nefs; It would hurt me beyond meafure to have it for one moment called in
-queftion. My carclefinefs about money had made me quite forget the tax
fince laft year, or I fhould have again applied to you for direttions—but
1 do proteft I had rather give up the place than have one man in England
think that.I meant to avoid paying my. fhare. -

‘T am, fir,
“Your moft obedient humble fervant,
HOR. WALFPOLE.

Arlington-ftreet,
Feb. 3, 1759.

LETTER IHIL
To Mr. WALPOLE,

"Mr. PITT prefents his compliments to Mr. Walpole, and is extremely
“forry to have been-abroad when Mr, Walpole has twice dane him the honourt
1 to
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to call.  He is going out of town this morning, and will be very glad to re«
ceive any commands of Mr. Walpole next week, at the time he fhall pleafe to
name.

St James’s Square,
Nov. 17, 1759.

LELTTER.IV.

To rue Rt. Hon. WILLIAM PITT.
SIR,

ON my coming to town I did myfelf the honour of waiting on you and
Iady Hefther Pitt, and though I think myfelf extremely diftinguifhed by your
obliging note, I fhould be forry for having given you the trouble of writing
it, if it did not /end me a very pardonable opportunity of {aying what I much
wifhed to exprefs, but thought myfelf too private a perfon, and of too little
confequence te take the liberty to fay. In fhort,.fir, I was eager to con-
gratulate you on the lufire you have thrown on this country; I withed to
thank you for the fecurity you have fixed to me of enjoying the happinefs T
do enjoy. - You have placed England in a fituation in which it never faw it
felf—a tafk the more difficult, as you had not to improve, but recover. Ina
trifling -book written two or three years ago, I faid (Ipeaking of the name in
the world the moft venerable to me), ¢ Sixteen unfortunate and'inglorious
years {ince his removal have already written his eulogium®” It is but juftice
to you, fir, to add, that that period ended when your adminiftration began.
Sir, don’t take this for flattery ; there is nothing in your power to give that T
wiould accept—nay, there is nothing I could envy, but what T believe you
would {carce offer me, your glory.. This may found véry vain and infolent,
but. confider, fir, what a monarch is 2 man who wants nothing ; confider
how he looks down.on one who is only the moft illitfirious man-in Britain.—
But, fir, freedoms apart, infignificant as I am, probably it muft be fome fatif~
fa&ion to a great mind like yours, to receive incenfe when you are fure there
is no. flattery blended with it ;- and what muft any Englithman be that could
give you a minute’s fatisfadtion; and would hefitate !

Adieu, fir—I am unambitious, I'ant difintereftedbut I am'vain/ You have

3 Royal and Noble Authors, account of fir Robert Walpole.

by
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by your notice, uncanvafled, uncxpedted, and at the period when you certainly
could have the lealt temptation to ftoop down to me, flattered me in the moft
agreeable manner, If there could arrive the moment, when you could be
nobody aud I anybody, you cannot imagine how grateful I would be. In the
mean time permit me to be, as [ have been ever fince I had the honour of
knowing you,
SIR,
Your moft obedient humble fervant,

Nor. 79, 1759- HOR. WALPOLE.

LETTER V.

To. .t EARL or BUTE,

MY LORD,

HAVING heard that hi§ majefty was curious about his pi¢tures, I recol-
le@ed fome catalogues of the royal colle@ions which I had a fittle fhare in
publifhing a few years ago. I dare not prefume to offer them to his majefty
myfelf; but I take the liberty of fending them to your lordfhip, -that, if
you fhould think they may contribute to his majelty’s information or amufe-
ment, they may come to his hand more properly from your lordfhip than
they could do from me. I have added fome notes that illufirate a few par-
ticulars.

Having dabbled a good deal in this kind of things, if there is any point in
which I could be of ufe toyour lordfhip for his majefty’s fatisfacion, I fhould
be very ready and happy to employ my little knowledge or pains. And permit
me to {ay, my lord, your lordfhip cannct command any body who will execute
your orders more cheerfully or more difintereftedly, or that will trouble you
lefs with any folicitations : an explanation which even cfteem and fincerity are
forced to make to one in your lordfhip's fituation, The mere love of the arts,
and the joy of feeing on the throne a prince of tafte, are my only inducements
for offering my flender fervices. I know myfelf too well to think 1 can ever
be of any ufe but as a virtuofo and antiquarian ; a charadter I thould formerly
have called very infignificant; though now my pride, {ince his majefty vouch-

{afes
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fafes to patronize the arts, and your lordfhip has the honour to countenance
genius, a rank of which at moft I can be but an admirer.

I have the honour to be, &ec.

HOR. WALPOLE,

LETTER VL

To MR, WALPOLE,
81 R,

1 HAVE prefented the book fent me to his majefty, and mentioned the very
polite and refpectful manner you exprefled yourfelf -in with regard to him.
The catalogue came very opportunely, for the king had juft given orders to
the duke of Devonthire to make out exa& lifts of all the piGtures in the royal
palaces. His majefty’s great fondnefs for the arts will, I hope, {oon have a
ftriking effect in this country. I with gratitude acknowledge the afliftance
they have been of to me during many years of abfolute folitude : other mat-
ters much lefs agreeable now demand my whole attention ; depend upon it,
therefore, [ fhall prefume on your generofity, and ufe the freedom you give me,
without remorfe or hefitation ; fully fatisfied, that whatever you fhall pleafe
to undertake, will be executed in a much fuperior manner to any attempts of
mine, even in the days of liberty and quiet. I am forry before I finith this
fcrawl to be forced to enter my proteft againft an expreffion in yours. Men
of your charatter and ability are by no means confined to any one ftudy:
quick parts and fuperior talents become ufeful in every occupation they are
applied to; with thefe, according to marfhal Saxe, little things amaze, and
great ones do not furprife. .
I am, fir,

Your obedient humble fervant,

BUTE

Dec, 17, 1760,

Vo, 11,
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LEETFER VE

ToMr. WALPOLE

LORD BUTE prefents his compliments to Mr. Walpole, and returns him
a thoufand thanks for the very agreeable prefent he has made him. In look-
ing over it, lord Bute obferves Mr. Walpole has mixed feveral curious re-
marks on the cuftoms, &c. of the times he treats of ; a thing much wanted,
and that has never yet been executed; except in parts by Peck, &ec. Such a
general work would be not only very agreeable; but inftru@tive :—the French
have attempted it ; the Ruffians are about it ; and lord Bute has been informed,
Mr. Walpole is well furnifhed with materials, for fuch a noble work,

Saturday.

EETTER VII

To tue EARL ofF BUTE.
MY LORD,

I AM fenfible how little time your lordfhip can have to throw away on
reading idle letters or letters of compliment; yet as.it would be too great
want of refped to your lordfhip not to:make fome fort of reply to the note
you have done me the honour to fend me, I thought I could couch what L
have to fay in fewer words by writing, than in troubling you with a vifit,
which might come unfeafonably, and a letter you may read at any moment
when you are moft idle. I bave already, my lord, detained you too long by
fending you a book, which I could not flatter mylfelf you would turn over in
fuch a feafon of bufinefs: by the manner in which you have confidered it,
you have fhown me that your very minutes of amufement yowtry to turn to
the advantage of your country. It was this pleafing profped of patronage
to the arts that tempted me to offer you my pebble towards the new ftruc-
ture. 1 am Battered that you have taken notice of the only ambition I have:.
F thould be more fattered if I could contribute to the {malleft of your lords
{hip’s defigns for illuftrating Britain.

The hint your lordfhip is fo good as to give me for a work like Montfau~
con'’s:
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con’s Monuments de la Monarchie Francoife, has long been a fubjeét that I
have withed to fee executed, norin point of materials do I think it would be a
very difficult one. The chief impediment was the expence, too great for a
private fortune. The extravagant prices extorted by Englith artifts is a dif-
couragement to all public l‘mdcrtakings. Drawings from paintings, tombs,
&e. would be very dear. T'o have them engraved as they ought to be, would
exceed the compafs of a much ampler income than mine, which, though equal
to my largeft wifh, cannot meafure itfelf with the rapacity of our performers,

But, my lord, if his majefty was pleafed to command fuch a work, on fo
laudable an idea as your lordfhip’s, nobody would be more ready than myfelf
togive his aflilance. I own, I think I could be of ufeinit, in colle&ing or
pointing out materials, and I would readily take any trouble in aiding, fuper-
vifing, or dire@ing fuch a plan. Pardon me, my lord, if I offer no more; I
mean, that I do not undertake the part of compofition. I have already trefpalfed
too much upon the indulgence of the public ; I wifh not to difguft them with
hearing of me, and reading me. Itis time for me to have done; and when
I thall have completed, as I almeft have, the hiftory of the Arts on which I am
now engaged, I did not purpofe to tempt again the patience of mankind:
But the cafe is very different with regard to my trouble. My whole fortune
is from the bounty of the crown, and from the public ; it would ill become
me to {pare any pains for the king’s glory, or for the honour and fatisfaGtion
of my country ; and give me leave to add, my lord, it would be an ungrate-
ful return for the diftinc&tion with which your lordthip has condefcended to
honour me, if T withheld fuch trifling aid as mine, when it might in the leaft
tend to adorn your lordthip’s adminiftration. From me, my lord, permit me
to fay, thefe are not words of courfe, or of compliment, this is not the lan-
guage of flattery ; your lordthip knows I have no views, perhaps knows that,
infignificant as it is, my praife is never detached from my efteem: and when
you have raifed, as I truflt you will, real monuments of glory, the moft con-
temptible charaters in the infeription dedicated by your country, may not be
the teftimony of,

My lord,

Toutlordthip’s moft obedient humble {ervant,

HOR. WALPOLE.
Feb, 15, 1762.
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LETTER IX
To Tae EARL or BUTE.
MY LORD,

AS it is now near five months fince your lordfhip figned my orders, E
fhould be glad if your lordfhip would pleafe to dire& the payment of the
money.

I am, my lord,
Your lordfhip’s obedient humble fervant,

Arlington-fireet, HOR. WALPOLE,
March 14, 1763 o

LETTER. X

To tHE EARL of BUTE.
MY LORD,

I AM very fenfible of your fordfhip’s:obliging civility in immediately order=
ing my money on my application. It was by no means from want of refpeét to
your lordfhip that that application wasnot made fooner ; but for above twenty-
years that I have held the office, it has been the conftant praétice to write to
the firft fecretary to defire his letter, when the lords have figned the orders ;
and the payment has feldom been delayed above a fortnight after.

If your lordfhip thould approve of it, fhould much rather, as my bills be-
come due, apply to your lordfhip, than to any body elfe, unlefs your lord=
thip pleafe to give any other directions.

I am, my lord,
Your lordfhip’s moft obedient humble fervant,

March 16, 17634 HOR. WALPOLE.

LETTER XL

To Mr. BEDFORD.

DEAR SIR,
INQUIRING of your fon to-day why my new clerk was not more in-
frudted, he faid, there were circumftances which fome perfons of the treafury
would
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would not like to have communicated ; which much furprifing me, your fon
faid Mr. Rowe had had fome cloth, which he chofe to have entered as fome
other article. This notice did and could not but greatly aftonith me, who
have always told you in the moft pofitive manner that 1 never would connive
at the fmalleft collufion, nor upon any m:ccmnt‘receive the Teaft profit that was
not firi¢tly and juftly my'due. You know I have repeatedly declared to you
that I would not fuffer the benefits of my office to be raifed by any indireét
practices on my part; and you muft remember how ftrongly 1 reje@ed old
Palmer’s pretenfions, and was firm that I would lofe the perquifites due on
what he was entitled to take at the office, rather than enter into any bargain
with him.

When I talked to you laft at Brixton-caufeway, you defired me not to let any
body into the fecrets of my office. I replied with diffatisfaGion that 7 wwonid
bave no fecrets in my gffice, nor would receive a thilling from it that I was not
willing all the world fhould know—and I appeal to yourfelf if this has not
been my conflant rule. ;

Tam fenfible that you have done nothing but from zeal for me and regard
to my intereft—but my honour is infinitely more dear to me, and [ moft per-
emptorily charge you not to give into the leaft collufion with any body of
the treafury, in order either to ferve me by increafing my profits, or by gain-
ing them to my intereft. I will go fhares with no man living in any dirt. I
am aware that this may make thofe people my enemies, and may turn them
to prejudice me by pofiponing my accounts, by delaying my payments, or,
a8 your {on faid, by preventing their taking many articles from the office on
which I fhould bave a juft profit.  But I fcorn fuch traffic, and had rather
lofe the office itfelf, than blufh to held it by fuch means. In fhort, I prefer
being wronged to doing wrong. :

In the prefent’ cafe, Mr. Rowe is welcome to the cloth; but then T will
pay for it myfelf, and do abfolutely forbid you to charge it in any fhape to
the government. Should he ever make fuch another application to you, or
fhould any other perfon, you muft fay that you dare not yield to it, and that
I have pofitively forbidden it

Mz, Harris muft be inftructed thoroughly in all the duties of his place,lbpt
5 - Ido
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1 do not defire lie thould know this tranfa&ion, for fear he f{hould ever be
tempted to imitate it. I am fully perfuaded of your good intentions to me
in it, and that your prudence and fear of making me an enemy induced you
to comply. But I entreat you to remember, that as I have no worldly wif-
dom myfelf, I cannot let any man living ufe any for me contrary to right,
juftice, and the duty I owe to the public as a fervant of the government. 1
have held the place now above thirty years through many ftorms, and fome-
times under much oppreflion, but my conduét in it has been untainted ; and
as I have difdained to {ecure it by voting with minifters againft my confcience,
you ay depend upon it, I will not traffic for the favour of clerks by winking
at their corruption,
I am, dear fir,
Yours moft fincerely,

Arlington-ftreet, HOR. WALPOLE,

Feb. 27, 1571.

OB T R-R X

To Mri WALPOL E;

SR

YOU may be aflured of my perfect obedience to the commands T received
yelterday.

I am happy that you think I have ferved you with zeal—gratitude required
and obliged me to it—afleCtion is too familiar a word from me; and I do
moft folemnly affure you that my poor unfortunate fon has not been lefs
zealous, for he never thought your accounts high enough ; and yet you may
be quite eafy and fatisfied that nothing has been done that could bring the leaft
refle&tion upon your honour. Our defires have been to oblige every body,
and we have done it honeftly ; and if I knowing a gentleman to have an
allowed right to a particular perquifite of office, which he did not always
want in that thape, have gratified him with another thing in lien of it of equal
value, I did not perceive the injury to government, or think you would
have any objection to it: but if you will not foffer fuch indulgence to be
continued, and will be pleafed to inform me fo by my fon, I will thow the
fisiGelt regard to your commands.

There
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There has never been any thing charged in your accounts without a voucher
of its delivery, which would always juftify you ; and the perfon who ordered
it was to jultify himfelf if called upon.

Tam, fir,
Your molt obliged and obedient humble fervant,

Brixton-caufeway, GROSVENOR BEDFORIN

March 1, 15771,

3 Pl s i el D vl U

To Mr. WALPOLE.

STR,

I'AM dire@ed by lerd North te fend you a copy of the reprefentation
which the commiffioners of the cultoms have made to the board of treafury re-
lative to the difficulty which hath arofe in the management of the office, in
which you are {o much interefted, by the death of Mr. Mann. His lordfhip
orders me to fay that he is defirous of arranging this bufinefs in any way
that is practicable and moft agrecable to you, and to appoint (if it can be)
Mr, Suckling, or who you choofe, as temporary colle&or.

I fhall be at my houfe at Sicn-hill tomorrow morning, and fhall be gladito
receive your an{wer to that place ; or, if it is agrecable to you, I will wait on
you at Strawberry-hill to receive your commands. - I have the honour to be
with' great refped,

SIR,
Your moft cbedient fervant,

Trealury-chambers,

December 23, 1775. jOIIN ROBINSON.

To the Right Hon. the Lords Commiffioners of His Majelty’s Treafury.

Cuftom-houfe, London, December 22, 1775.

Memorial of the commiflioners for managing and caufing to be levied and
collected his majefty’s cuftoms, &e.
SHEWETH,
THAT his late majefty king George I. by his letters patent bearing date

the 28th of June 17716, did grant unto Robert Hare, efq. and Robert Mann,
gentleman,
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gentleman, the office of colle@or inwards of the cuftoms in. the port ‘of
London, and the members and creeks thereof, for and, during the natural
lives of Robert Walpole, jun. efq. and Edward Walpole, ¢fq. fons of the
right honourable Robert Walpole, efq. and during the life of the longelt liver
of them, with full powers to exccute the faid office by themfelves, or their
fufficient deputy or deputies.

That Mr. Suckling, the prefent deputy to the colle@tor inwards, acquainted
us, that Edward Louifa Mann, efg. the laft perfon admitted to that office, is
now dead, and that the fame devolves to fir Horace Mann, bart. his majefty’s
minifter at Florence, who not being in England cannot immediately attend
to take the oath of office.

We beg teave to reprefent the fame to your lordfhips; and as the: cafe is
upprecedented, we are at a lofs to know how and by whom the colleGion is
to be carried on during this interval, and in what manner and in whofe name
the money fo colleéted is to be paid into the hands of the recciver general,
in order to its being paid into the exchequer.

This being a matter of very great importance, as well as peculiar nicety
and difficulty in point of law and prudence, we think it neceffary to give
your lordfhips this early intimation of it, and pray to receive your lordfhips'
direQions herein. :

H. BANKES.
W. MUSGRAVE.
Cn. MORRIS.

Js. JEFFERYS,

L ET'T-ER XIV.

To JOHN ROBINSON, Esq,
S1R,

1 HAVE but this minute received the honour of your moft obliging Jetter,
and donot lofe a minute in anfwering it.

It/is impofiible to be more fenfible than I am of lord North’s goodnefs, and
I muft beg you, fir, to exprels my gratitude to his lordfhip, as I fhall have
the
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the honour of doing in perfon.. His lordihip’s condefcenfion to me is -as
tlattering as unmerited ; and the only way I can at all pretend to deferve it.is
by doing what I ought; that is; as far as the cafe regards myfelf] prefer the
public fervice to myfelf, and fubmit mylelf in the care of that intereft to his
lordthip’s wifdom : at the fame time having fo juft a fenfe of the duty of
gratitude, that I think myfelf equally obliged by a kind offer, whether accepted
or declined.

The colleorfhip of the cuftoms'is an office of fuch importance, that my
fumi]}’ or I, who have received fuch favours from the government, ought to
be the firflt to take care that the public f{uffers no detriment in an office in
which we are concerned. I, it is true, have a great, though a temporary, in-
tereft in that office, but it is my brother, fir Edward, in whom it is velted for
his life ; and therefore I flatter myfelf that both lord North and you, fir, will
confider my anfwer as only regarding myfelf; for though I am perfuaded
that my brother has the public fervice full as much at heart as I have, I muft
not take upon me to anfwer for.him about an office that virtually and ulti-
mately refts in him, For myfelf, T.am perfuaded that I cannot ferve the public
more cllentially than by waving my own interelt entirely, and referring the
whole difpofition of the prefent difficulty to lord North’s® difcretion, and fub-
mitting myfelf entirely to what he fhall dire&, The fituation of the office
by the abfence of fir Horace Mann is certainly extremely momentous, and
Oilgh{ not to remain precarious; therefore; I beg very refpectfully and grate~
fully too, that I may not be confidered for an inftant, but that his lordfhip, :
will give orders for the fecurity of the office in whatever manner he thinks
fit, till fir Horace can come over and accept it;.and whatever his lordthipe
thall determine will be cheerfully acquiefced in by,

SIR,
His lordfhip’s and your moft grateful

And moft obedient humble fervant,
Arlington-ftreet,

December 25y 1795: HORACE WALPOLFE!

POSTSCRIPT.
SIR,
I"was fo convinced that my brother fir Edward prefers thé fervice  of the
public to his own intereft, at lealt as much as I do, that I deferred {fending
Voor. II, Ddd my




386 LETTERS 1o anp rrom MINISTERS.

my immediate anfwer till I had communicated it to my brother ; .and he au- -
thorizes me to fay that he fubmits himfelf entirely to lord North’s arbitration
for the fafety of the office till fir Horace Mann can be admitted to it accord-
ing to the intention of the patent.

ESEBAT-E R XV

To JOHN ROBINSON, Esa.
SR,

MY deputy, Mr. Bedford, has acquainted me that you are defirous of
knowing the prices I pay for the feveral articles with which, as ufher of the
exchequer, I fupply the treafury ; and he told me that you added, that lord
North has a mind to make new regulations that may be ceconomic for the

. public. I have accordingly, fir, ordered Mr. Bedford to give you the moft
exact information on every particular. He told me too that lord North would
be fo juft as, I do not doubt, to make compenfations to any body that {fhould
fuffer by fuch alterations. Give me leave, fir, to fay that it is not on that
ground that I now trouble you. On the contrary, it is to beg you will be
fo good as to acquaint lord North, that he may not only command any infor-
mation from me on that fubje&, as far as I myfelf am concerned, and which
it is my duty to give, but that I thall cheerfully acquiefce in whatever new
regulations he fhall be pleafed to make for the benefit of the public. Norights
or intereft of mine fhall ftand in the way of fo good a purpofe; and when I
ufe the word #7gh#s, it is not to fupport, but to wave them for any national
benefit. I have received too great benefits and too long from the crown and
the public, not to owe any facility in my power, as far as {o inconfiderable a
perfon can do it, to eafe the burthens of both, and I {hall with great willing-
nefs accept whatever fhall be thought proper for me on any new plan of
public ceconomy. I fhould think myfelf of too little confequence to fay this,
were it not that the example of the moft private man may be of ule on fuch
an occafion, I am, fir, with great regard,

Your obedient humble fervant,

Arlington-ftrect, HORACE WALPOLE.

June 9, 1777+

did
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LT 3 E R XVE

To the Hon. HORACE WALPOLE, Uther of the Receipt of the Exchequer.
SIR,

I AM commanded by the lords commiffioners of his majefty’s treafury to
defire you will forthwith caufe to be made out and tranfmitted to me, for
their lordfhips’ information, an account-of the ordinary allowance of ftationary
delivered into this office in the year 1780 ; together with the prices of each
article, and the amount of the whole; an account of the extraordinary al-
lowance of ftationary, and all other neceflaries whatloever, delivered to the
lords, fecretaries, clerks, or any other perfon in this office, within the fame
time ; together with the prices of each article, and the amount of the whole,

I am, fir,
Your moft humble fervant,

Treafury-chambers, GEORGE ROSE.
Anguft 10, 1782.

L:ETTE R XVIL

To Mr. WALPOLE.
SIR,

1 WAS very much concerned to underftand yefterday, from Mr. Bedford,
that you had confidered my letter to him as leading towards an enquiry into
the conduét of your office; it was merely to know what the confumption of
ftationary at the treafury has been, which I could not learn with cor-
re@nefs there. This I begged Mr. Bedford would aflure you of in the firongeft
terms, to prevent a poflibility of your continuing under a miftake with refpect
to my intention in writing to him ; and when 1 mentioned the mifapprehen-
fion to lord Shelburne, he exprefled the utmoft anxiety to have it fet right,
and defired T would write to you myfelf for that purpofe, with aflurances
that it would give him very great pain to have occafioned the fmalleft uneafi-
nefs to you, which I hope you will admit as an apology for my having given
you this trouble. I have the honour to be,

SIR,
Your moft obedient and very humble fervant,

Duke-ftreet, Weftminfter, GEORGE ROSE,
Avgult 16, 1782,
Ddda
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1E T TER XVIL
To'GEORGE ROSE, Esq.

TTHOUGH 1 am very forry, fir, that you have had {o much trouble on
-my account, I cannot entirely lament it, both as it has procured me a moft
obliging letter from you, and as it gives me an opportunity of explaining my
expreflions by Mr. Bédford, which, if 1 had had the pleafure of being better
“known to you, would not have furprifed you.

As a very fubordinate officer of the cxchequer, I have always knowa it was
my duty to receive the commands of my fuperiors, the lords of the treafury,
with refpect and obedience, and to give them any information that they pleafe
to demand of me. I owe every thing I have to the crown and the public,
and certainly by no merit of my own; the fervants of the crown and the

_public are entitled to any lights that can fall to my province to furnifh:; and
fo far from having any fecrets in my office, I would not keep it an hour, by
any myftery, fubterfuge, or difguife, I once received an enquiry from Mr.
Robinfon fomething parallel, fir, to yours, and, as Mr. Bedford can tell you,
immediately complied with his requeft.

When the commiflioners of accounts {ent for Mr. Bedford, I gave him the
moft pofitive orders to lay before them the moft minute details of my office,
and anfwer their every gueflion circumftantially.

Forgive my troubling you, fir, with thefe particulars about myfelf : they
are only meant to fhew you that fo far from enterfaining any jealoufy about
my office, I think myfelf accountable for every part of it, and fhould blufh if
1 were not ready and willing to give it: perhaps that delicacy made me ex-

refs myfelfa little more eagerly than the cafe deferved,

With regard to lord Shelburne’s or your own defire of information, T beg
both will command me or Mr. Bedford on any occafion without ceremony.
1 feel extremely obliged to you, fir, for your readinels in ‘explaining your
orders ; and I mufl entreat you to prefent my moft refpeétful thanks to lord
Shelburne for his lordfhip's condefcenfion and attention, to which my infigni-

Aicance had no prctcnﬁons‘ but which muft increafe my gratitude. Iwoeuld
take
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take the liberty of thanking his lordfhip myfelf; but he cannot have time to
read complimentary letters. [ fear, fir, I have taken up but toe much of yours,
for which I beg your pardon, and have the honour to be with great regard,

SIR,

Your moft obedient and moft obliged humble fervant,

f;rn\"f}g‘"."{y hill, HOR ACE WALPOLE.

§ 5y Lot i 20 Tl L e 4 58
To WILLIAM SUCKLING, Esq
DEAR SIR,

THE more I refle@ on what you faid to me yefterday, the ftronger is my
opinion that the moft faithful and exa& account fhould be given of all the
fees and profits belonging to the office. There can be no right to any thing
that it is neceffary to conceal from thofe who have authority to afk an account:
and as this is my opinion, I muft beg you will-obferve it as far as T have any
title to interfere, and to keep it as a record of my fentiments, if they do not
prevail in other offices. I do sot pretend to judge for others, but I am very
{olicitous to preferve my own conduét uniform with what it has always been.
1 have no notion of holding a public office and not being ready to give an
account of it at a minute’s warning.

I am, dear fir,
Yours moft fincezely,

Berkeley-fquare, HOR. WALROLE.

January 31, 1783

L:E ET ER XX,
To Mr. WALPOLE,
‘DEAR STR, '

BE pleafed to accept my moft humble thanks for your fpeedy compliance
with my requeft in applying to the commander in chief for purchafing a
commiflion ; the young man I wifh to introduce into the fervice 4s my fon,
aged twenty, about five fect ten inches high.

Since T had the honour of waiting upon you, have received a letter from
Mr.,
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Mr. Adair’s office of a cornetey to be fold in lord Southampton’s regiment of
dragoons, which I am in treaty for. If any difficulty fhould arife in the bu-
finefs, your very kind offer of fpeaking again to the commander in chief fhalt
be embraced by me.

It gives me the fulleft fatisfadtion to find you more and more ftrerigthened
in your opinion as to the propriety of rendering the accounts called for, Sir
Edward entirely agreed therein, as he alfo did in the new arrangement of the
warehoufe cfficers. I have the honour to inform you that the duke of
Manchefter fees the neceflity of a compliance, and has ordered his deputies to
make fuitable returns to the accounts called for.

I am with great refpe@, dear fir,
Your moft obliged and humble fervant,
WILLIAM SUCKLING,

February 1, 1783.

LI ETITE R XXL

To e EARL or SHELBURNE.
MY LORD,

NOTHING but the dread of oftentation would have prevented me long
ago from taking the ftep [ am now going to take, and which obliges me to
give your lordihip this trouble, which I flatter myfelf you will excufe in pity
to the feelings of a man who has long fuffered in filence under the painful fen-
fation of being reckoned in any manner a burthen to the public.

From the moment that the neceffities of this country made reformation of
expence called for, I not only approved of fuch a defign, but was moft ready
to be an object of it. So far from any wifh of being exempted, I did every
thing that became me as a benefited fervant of the public to lay open my fitu-
ation to thofe delegated to enquire into the ftate of offices. I ordered my
deputy to give the moft minute account of my advantages, and to offer to the
commiffioners every light that it was poflible for me to give about my own
office. I can boldly fay, that every board of treafury that has been employed
Gince reformation was farted, muft bear me witnefs that publicly or privately
3 they

Pe.
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they never heard my name to any application for favour or mitigation of my
lot. I could go farther, if the tepugnance I have to faying any thing of my-
felf did not enjoin me filénce, as it has during a long period of very irkfome
reflections on my ftanding in the light of onte chargeable to the public, without
any merit on my part.

But, my lord, when I read in the papers on coming to town to-day that
my office of uther of the exchequer has not only been alleged in the houfe
of commons as an expenfive one; but as a bar to the corre@ion of great wafte,
I can no longer be filent, I muft {acrifice my averfion for parade to my duty;
and muft beg leave to fay to your lordfhip, that I entreat that my patent may
be no obftacle to any neceflary reformation. I am ready to confent to any
thing that parliament fhall think proper to do. The legiflature without my
confent may do what it pleafes, but it will have my perfe€ and cheerful ac-
quiefcence in whatever it thall pleafe to ordain about me and my office. Iam
ready to furrender my patent, and fhall be content with whatever fhall be
thought enough for me by a new regulation, I wifh my age of fixty-fix and
my infirmities did not reduce this tender to a very immeritorious one, for to
give up what I have very little time to enjoy is no very heroic effort.

But though I am little folicitous about myfelf, I do feel for my deputy and
clerk, who have long faithfully executed all the trouble of my office, and have
wives and families unprovided for, but during my life. I {hould hope to have
them confidered ; and though I have no merit to plead myfelf, I fatter myfelf
that this teftimonial to their integrity will have a little weight.

The greatconfidence I have in your lordfhip’s goodnels and honour makes
me take the liberty of addreffing this letter to you, for two reafons; one to
authorize your lord(hip to take what fep you pleale with regard to my office,
and the other, that you would not produce this letter unlefs neceflary to my
vindication. T had ftiil rather bear the vexation of what has been faid on my
place in public, than feem to affe@ any vainglorious felf-denial, It fhall
fuffice me to have depofited my juftification in fo honourable a bofom as your
lordthip’s, unlefs I fhould be called on to clear myfelf more publicly.

I'have the honour to be with the greateft refpec, my lord,
Your lordfhip’s moft obedient humble fervant,

Fene 19, 1783 HOR. WALPOLE,
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LoRrp JouN CAvENDIsH called on me on 22d ; faid, if I refigned, my place
muft go to Martin, He {aid he fhould, when he had time, bring in a bill for tak-
ing away exchequer places, but fhould give pofleffors the fame falaries as ftated
by the commiflioners of accounts. I faid I could not take mine at that rate; .
they had ftated mineat 4100l a year ; which I'thought hard 1" they had taken
avery high year when I had received more than a yearly payment (indeed thres
quarters) ; that I had not complained, becaufe L-wwould not feem to lower my.
place; yet, as I had thought myfelf ill-treated by its being overcharged, I
could not in confcience not tell him the truth ; and that{o far from- defiring
40001, a year, I fhould be content with half : that I had much rather have.
a provifion made for my deputy and clerk for their lives.




FRONTISPIECE,
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