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1'“?t deal of pleafure I ee yous
letter, dear Sir, written in a ftyle that (hews
you full of he ﬂtl and in the midft of diver-
fions : I think thofe two things neceffary to 2
man who has fuch undertakings in hand as
Yours. All lovers of Homer are indebted to
you for taking iT:'_ much pains about the fitua
tion of his Heroes” kingdoms ; it will not on!;.,:
be of great ufe with zf_gmd to his works, but
to all that read any of the Greek hiftorians;
who generally are ill underftood thro’ the dif-
ference of the mapf‘ as to the places they treat
of, which makes one think one author con-
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tends to get to Heaven out of their form, drefs,
and diet. T would no more make 2 judgment
of an author’s genius from a damning critic,
than I would of 2 man’s religion from an un-
{aving zealot.

I could take great delight in affording you
the new glory of making a Barceloniad (if I
may venture to coin fuch a word:) I fancy you
would find a jufter parallel than it feems at firfk
fight; for the Trojans too had a great mixture
of folly with their bravery; and I am out of
countenance for them when I read the wife re-
fuit of their council, where, after 2 warm de-
bate between Antenor and Paris about reftoring
Helen, Priam fagely determines that they thall
go to {upper. And as for the Greeks, what
can equal their fuperitition in {acrificing an in-
nocent lady ?

Tantum Relligio potuir, &c.

I have a good opinion of my politics, fince
they agree with a man who always thinks fo.

juftly as you. I with it were in our power to
perfuade all the nation into as calm and fteddy
a difpofition of mind.

We have receiv'd the late melancholy news,
with the ufoal ceremony, of condoling in one
: :

breath for the lofs of a
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another rejoicing for an illuftrious King. =My
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views carry me no farther, than to with th
peace and welfare of my Country ; and my mo-
rals and politics teach me to leave all that to
be adjufted by our reprefentatives above, and
to divine providence. It is much at one to
you and me, who fit at the helm, provided
they will pc:mu us to fail quﬂlv in the great
fhip.  Ambition is a vice that is timely morti=
fy’d in us poor Papifts; we ought in recom-
pence to cultivate as man}; virtues in ourfelves
as we can, that we may be truly great. %moncr
my Ambitions, that Of being a imu,rt, friend is
one of the chief: yet I will confefs that I have
a fecret pleafure to have fome of my defcend-
ants know, that their Anceftor was great with
Mr. Pope.

I am, &c.
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L-EE-F RE_R-_ILE
From Mr. BLroun T.

Nov. 11, 1715

T isan agreement of long date between you
and me, rI at you fhould do with my letters
juft as you pleafed, and anfwer them at your
lerfure; and that is as foon as I fhall think you
ought. I have {o true a tafte of the fubftantial
part
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