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views carry me no farther, than to with th
peace and welfare of my Country ; and my mo-
rals and politics teach me to leave all that to
be adjufted by our reprefentatives above, and
to divine providence. It is much at one to
you and me, who fit at the helm, provided
they will pc:mu us to fail quﬂlv in the great
fhip.  Ambition is a vice that is timely morti=
fy’d in us poor Papifts; we ought in recom-
pence to cultivate as man}; virtues in ourfelves
as we can, that we may be truly great. %moncr
my Ambitions, that Of being a imu,rt, friend is
one of the chief: yet I will confefs that I have
a fecret pleafure to have fome of my defcend-
ants know, that their Anceftor was great with
Mr. Pope.

I am, &c.
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L-EE-F RE_R-_ILE
From Mr. BLroun T.

Nov. 11, 1715

T isan agreement of long date between you
and me, rI at you fhould do with my letters
juft as you pleafed, and anfwer them at your
lerfure; and that is as foon as I fhall think you
ought. I have {o true a tafte of the fubftantial
part
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part of your friendfhip, that I wave all cere=
monials ; and am fure to make you as many
vifits as I can, and leave you to return them
whenever you pleafe, affuring you they fhall at
all times be heartily welcome to me.

The many alarms we have from your parts,
have no effe upon the genius that reigns in
our country, which ishappily turn’d to preferve
peace and quiet, among us. What a difmal
fcene has there been opened in the North ?
what ruin have thofe unfortunate rath gentle-
men drawn upon themfelves and their mifera-
ble followers, and perchance upon many others
too, who upon no aceount would be their
followers ? However, it may look ungenerous
to reproach people in diftrefs. I don’t remem-
ber you and 1 ever ufed to trouble ourfelves
about politics, but when any matter h:-i_pa
pened to fall into our difcourfe, we us’d to
condemn all undertakings that tended towards
the difturbing the peace and quiet of cur Coun-
try, as contrary to the notions we had of mo-
rality and religion, which oblige us on no pre-
tence whatfoever to violate the laws of cha-
rity. How many lives have there been loft in
hot blood, and how many more are there like
to be taken off in cold ? If the broils of the na-
tion affect you, come down to me, and though
we are farmers, you know Eumeus made his

friends
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friends welcome. You fhall here W’(}l‘ﬁlip the
Echo at your eafe ; indeed we are forced to do
fo, becaufe we can’t hear the firft report, and
therefore are obliged to liften to the fecond ;
which, for fecurity fake, I do not always believe
neither.

*Tis a great many years fince I fell in love
with the chara@er of Pomponius Atticus: I
long’d to imitate him a little, and have con-
triv’d hitherto, to be, like him, engaged in no
party, butto be a faithful friend to fome in
both : I find myfelf very well in this way hi-
therto, and live in a certain peace of mind by
it, which, I am perfuaded, bringsa man more
content than all the perquifites of wild ambi-
tion. I with pleafure join with you in wifhing,

. 1ot afhamed to {av | avine for it
nay I am not athamed to fay, in prayine for the
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welfare temporal and eternal of all mankir

How much more affectionately then fhall I do
fo for you, fince I am in a moft pﬂltlfﬂ.lll man-
ner, and with all fincerity, Your
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11 be {o intereftin:

as fome circumitances of

Know of nothing that wil
to you at prcia it,
the laft a& of that eminent comic poet, and
our
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