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rroM EDW.BLOUNT, Es Ii

friends welcome. You fhall here W’(}l‘ﬁlip the
Echo at your eafe ; indeed we are forced to do
fo, becaufe we can’t hear the firft report, and
therefore are obliged to liften to the fecond ;
which, for fecurity fake, I do not always believe
neither.

*Tis a great many years fince I fell in love
with the chara@er of Pomponius Atticus: I
long’d to imitate him a little, and have con-
triv’d hitherto, to be, like him, engaged in no
party, butto be a faithful friend to fome in
both : I find myfelf very well in this way hi-
therto, and live in a certain peace of mind by
it, which, I am perfuaded, bringsa man more
content than all the perquifites of wild ambi-
tion. I with pleafure join with you in wifhing,

. 1ot afhamed to {av | avine for it
nay I am not athamed to fay, in prayine for the
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welfare temporal and eternal of all mankir

How much more affectionately then fhall I do
fo for you, fince I am in a moft pﬂltlfﬂ.lll man-
ner, and with all fincerity, Your
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as fome circumitances of

Know of nothing that wil
to you at prcia it,
the laft a& of that eminent comic poet, and
our
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our friend, Wycherley. He had often told me,
as I doubt not he did all his acquaintance, that
he would marry as foon as his life was defpair’d
of : Accordingly a few days before his death
he underwent the ceremony ; and join’d toge-
ther thofe two facraments which, wife men fay,
fhould be the laft we receive ; for, if you ob-
ferve, Matrimony is placed after Extreme unc-
tion 1n our Catechifm, asa kind of hint of the
order of time in which they are to be taken.
The old man then lay down, fatisfy’d in the
confcience of having by this one ac paid his
juft debts, obliged a woman, who (he was told)
had merit, and thewn an heroic refentment of
the 1ll ufage of his next heir. Some hundred
pounds which he had with the Lady, difcharg-
ed thofe debts; a jointure of four hundred a
year made her a recompence ; and the nephew
he left to comfort himfelf as well as he could,
with the miferable remains of a mortgaged
eftate. I faw our friend twice after this was
done, lefs peevith in his ficknefs than he ufed
to be in his health; neither much afraid of
dying, nor (which in him had been more like-
ly) much athamed of marrying. The even-
ing before he expired, he called his young wife
to the bedfide, and earneftly entreated her not
to deny him one requeft, the laft he fhould
make. Upon her affurances of confenting to
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cannot help remarking, that fic an 5, which of-

it; he told her, ¢ Mydear, it
‘ you will never marry an old nn
ten deftroys both wit (111\1 wifdom, vet feldom
has power to remove that talent which we call
humour : Mr. Wycherley thew’d his, even in
this laft compliment ; tho* I think his requeft
a little hard, for why fhould he bar her from
doubling her Jointure on the fame eafy terms?

So trivial as thefe circumitances are, I thould
not be difpleas’d myfelf to know fuch trifles,
when they concern or chara&erife any eminent
perfon, The wifeft and wittiet of men are
feldom wifer or wittier than others in thefe {o-
ber moments : At leaft, our friend ended much
in the chara&er he had lived in: and Horace’s
rule for a play, may as well be apply’d to him
as a play-wright,

Servetur ad imum
Rualis ab inceptu procefferit, et _fibi confiet.

I am, &c.

bl Dl Lo S D e
Feb. 10, 1715-16.
Am juft return’d from the country, whither

Ir. Rowe accompanied me, and pafs’d a
Wi °EL in the foret. I need not tell you how

much
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