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fied for Lictors to Procruftes, when he con-
verted refractory members with therack, Ina
word, I can only repeat to you what, I think,
I have formerly faid ; th:lt I as little fear God
will damn a man who has Charity, as I hope
that any Prieft can fave him without it,

Iam, &ec,

LE . TE R Vi,

March 20, 1712-16.

-

E ‘ind that a real concern is not only a hin-
drance to ipcahnw but to w riting too : the
more time we give ourfelves to thum over one’s

own or a friend’s unhampincf‘"; the more un-
able we grow to exprefs the grief that proceeds
from it It is as 1';atur;11 to delay a Ic;ttu‘p at
fuch a feafon as this, as to retard a melancholv

vifit to a perfon one cannot relieve.  One is
athamed in that circumfia ance, to pretend t
entertain people with trifling, ir::.z;_*-;:-*?"imﬂt af-
fectations of forrow on thf., one hand, or un-
feafonable and ﬂ)ucd galeties on the other,
"Tis a kind of plo.--,-.ns-_uo:] uf things facred,
to treat {o folemn a matter as a generous vo-

H
9,

lunffu'y fuffering, with compliments, or he-
roIC gallantries, Such a mind as your’s has no

st =}

need of bej ng {pirited up into hone our, like

C a weak
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a weak woman, praifed into an opiﬂion of its
own virtue. ’Tis enough to do and fuffer
what we ought ; and men fhould know

—.|

, tnat
the noble power of {uffering bravely is as far
above that of :‘;:Lcrpl'i-?:-pf'r greatly, asan unble-
mifth’d confcience and inflexible refolution are
above an accidental flow of {pirits, or a fudden
tide of blood. If the whole 1;—.1.510urs bufinefs
oi mankind be included in refignation to our
Maker, and charity to our fellow creatures,
there are now fome people who give us as ¢ good
an O“hpOli‘lII‘lt} of pm&lﬁ*‘ﬁ the one, as them-

{elves have given an inftance of the violation uf
the other. Whoever is really brave, has al-
ways this comfort when he is opprefs’d, that he

knows himfelf to. be fuperior to thofe who in-

jure him : for the grc&teﬁ power on earth can

no fooner do him that injury, but the brave
man can make himfelf greater by forgiving it.

If it were generous to feck for allevi 1ating con-
folations.in a calamity of fo much 01@11’ one
might fay, that to be ruin’d thus in the grofs,
with a whole people, is but like per ithing in
the ‘gknmm conﬂaamtmn where 110Lhmﬂr we
can value is left hmd us.

Methinks, thc—: moft heroic thing we are left
capable of doing, is to endeavour to lighten
each other’s load, and {or.:p;*:fa’d as.we are) to
fuccour fch as are yet more opprefs’d. If there
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are foo many who cannot be affifted but by
] t =B &l 8 | P ":T"i 1 et % & A f-"\_r-."_x ATA gTak
wihat we cannot give, our money ; tiere are yet
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others who may be relieved by our counfel, by

our countenance, and even by our chearfulnefs

1i%l s

The misfortun

o

s of private families, the mifun-
derftandings of people whom diftreffes make
fufpicious, the coldnefles of relations whom
change of religion may difunite, or the neeeffi-
ties of half-ruin’d eftates render unkind to each
other ; thefi

B

efe at leaft may be foftened in fome
gree, by a general well-managed humanity
ong ourfelves ; if all thofe who have your
principles of belicf, had alfo" your fenfe and
condu@. But indeed moft of thém have given
lamentable proofs of the contrary ; and ’tis to be
apprehended that they who want fenfe, are
only religions through weaknefs, and oood-na-
tared thro’ thame. Thefe are narrow-minded
creatures that never deal in eflentials, their faith
never looks beyond ceremonials, nor their cha-
rity beyond rela

tions. -~ As poor as I am, I
would gladly relieve any diftreffed, confcien-
trous French refugee at this inftant : what muft
my concern then be, when I perceive fo many
anxieties now tearing thofe hearts, which I have
defired a place in, and clouds of melancholy
rifing on thofe.faces, which I have long look’d
upon with affection ? 1 begin already to feel
both what fome apptehend, and what othets

2 aIc
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are yet too ftupid to apprehend. I grieve with
the old il.-h {o many cfﬁiu onal jmum“cmencicc

and ¢ *,ng;rirts, more than their {fmall remain of
life feemed deftined to undergo; and with the
young, for {fo many of thofe g'uc..ifss and plea-
fures (the portion oi" '\,ouﬂ ) which they will
by this means be deprived of. This brings in-
to-my mind one or other of thofe I love beft,
and among them the widow and fatherlefs, late
of —. As I am certain no people living had an
earlier and truer fenfe of others misfortunes, or
a more generous refignation as to what might
be their own, fo I earneftly with that whatever
part they muft bear, may be render’d as fup-
pertable to them, as it is in the power of any
friend to make it.

But I know you have prevented me in this
thought, as you always will in any thing that is
good, or generous: I find by a letter of y ou
lady’s (which I have feen) t that their eafe nd
tranquillity is part of your care. I believe thcrc 8
fome fatality in it, that you fhould always
from time to time, be doing thofe particular
things that make me enamour’d of you.

I write this from W indﬁ}rw}?m'tf{ of which
I am come to take my laft look. We here bid
our neighbours adieu, much as thofe who go
to be h'mf“ d do their fellow-prifoners, who

condemn d to follow them a few weeks af-
fcr,
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ter. I parted from honeft Mr. D* with ten-
dernefs ; and from old Sir William T'rumbull
as from a venerable prophet, foretelling with
lifted hands the miferies to come, from which
he is juft going to be remov’d himfelf.

Perhaps, now I have learnt fo far as
Nos dulcia linquimus arva,
my next leflon may be

MNos Patriam fugimus.

Let that, and all elfe be as Heaven pleafes!
I have provided juft enough to keep me a man
of honour. I believe you and I fhall never be
afthamed of each other. I know I with my
Country well, and, if it undoes me, it fhall not
make me with it otherwife.

L08R RVl E
From Mr. BLounT.

March 24, 1715-16.
5? OUR letters give me a gleam of fatif-
fa&tion, in the midft of a very dark and
cloudy fituation of thoughts, which it would
be more than human to be exempt from at this

time, when our homes muft either be left, or
€3 be
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