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a month longer. 'Whenever I go from hence,
one of the fu.— reafons to make me regret my
home will be, that I fhall not have the plc.h
fure of faying to yo

Hic tamen banc mecum poteris requiefcere noltem,

which would have render’d this place more
agreeabl \,, than ever it elfe could be to me; for
I proteft, it is with the utmoft fincerity t that I
aflure you, I am entirely,
Dear Sir,
Y our, &c.

Lok T E R Vi,

June 22, 1717.

F a regard both to public and private affairs

may plead a lawful excufe in behalf of a
negligent correfpondent, I have really a very
good title to it. I cannot fay whether *tis a fe-
licity or unhappinefs, that Iam obliged at this
time to give my whole application to Homer ;
when without that employment, my thoughts
muft turn upon what is lefs agreeable, the vio-
lence, madnefs, and refentment of modernWar-
makers ®, which are likely to prove (to fome

s This was written in the year of the affair of Prefton. P.

C 4 people
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pe Lp ¢ at leaft) more fatal, than the fame qua-
lities in Achilles did to his unfortunate coun-
try-men,
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one {3-'? t
be called a notable period in {o inconfiderable
a hiftory ; yet you can fcarce i;nagiuc any hero
to another, with

m much trarqt lity, {o eafy a tranfition, and
fo landable a behaviour. I am become {o tru-

I afil m from one ftage of life
1l

ly a citizen of the world (according to Plato’s
¢ v}.r:‘jiim} that I look with equal indifference
on what I have left, and on what I have gain-
p'u times and amufements paft are not
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me, than th _:fr_ which are
prefent ; 1 hr; in a 1‘c:'=f"rc-u:mg kind of inac-
tion, and have one comfort at lealt from ob-
fcurity, that the darknefs helps me to {leep the
better. I now and then refleé upon the cnjuy-
ment of my friends, whom, I fanq, remen

ber much as feparate {pirits do us, at tender in-
tervals, neither intern ipting their own employ-
ments, nor altogether carelefs of ours, I-b” in

general conftantly R‘.iﬂlf..“ us well, and home
1.

to have us one dav in their company.

To grow indifferent to the world 1S tO grow

philofophical, or religious (which foever of
thofe turns we chance to take) and indeed the

world
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world is fuch a thing, as one that thinks pretty
much, mutft either laugh at; or be angry with :
but if we laugh at it, they fay we are proud;
and if we are angry with it, they fay we are
1ll-natur’d.  So the moft politic way is to
{eem always better pleas’d than one can be,
greater admirers, greatér lovers, and in fhort
greater fools, than we really are: fo fhall we
live comfortably with our families, quietly with
our neighbours, favoured by our mafters, and
happy with our miftrefles. I have filled my
paper, and {o adieu.

e B T -E R B

Sept. 8, 1717
Think your leaving England was like a good
man’s leaving the world, with the bleffed
confcience of having alted well in it;- and I
hope you have received your reward, in being
happy where you are, 1 believe, in the reli-
gious country you inhabit, youw'll be better
picafed to find I confider you in this light, than
if I compared you to thofe Greeks and Ro.
mans, whofe conftancy in fuffering pain, and
whofe refolution in purfuit of a generous end,
you would rather imitate than boaft of
But I had a melancholy hint the other day,
as if you were yet a martyr to the fatigue your
virtoe




	Seite 23
	Seite 24
	Seite 25

