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rRoM EDW.BLOUNT, Esq. 2%

world is fuch a thing, as one that thinks pretty
much, mutft either laugh at; or be angry with :
but if we laugh at it, they fay we are proud;
and if we are angry with it, they fay we are
1ll-natur’d.  So the moft politic way is to
{eem always better pleas’d than one can be,
greater admirers, greatér lovers, and in fhort
greater fools, than we really are: fo fhall we
live comfortably with our families, quietly with
our neighbours, favoured by our mafters, and
happy with our miftrefles. I have filled my
paper, and {o adieu.

e B T -E R B

Sept. 8, 1717
Think your leaving England was like a good
man’s leaving the world, with the bleffed
confcience of having alted well in it;- and I
hope you have received your reward, in being
happy where you are, 1 believe, in the reli-
gious country you inhabit, youw'll be better
picafed to find I confider you in this light, than
if I compared you to thofe Greeks and Ro.
mans, whofe conftancy in fuffering pain, and
whofe refolution in purfuit of a generous end,
you would rather imitate than boaft of
But I had a melancholy hint the other day,
as if you were yet a martyr to the fatigue your
virtoe
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virtue made you undergo on this fide the wa-
ter. ' I beg, if your health be reftored to you,
not to deny me the joy of knowing it. Your
endeavours of fervice and good advice to the
poor papifts, put me in mind of Noah’s preach-
ing forty years to thofe folks that were to be
drowned at laft. At the Wca"“ﬁ I hearti ly w vith

your Ark may find an Ararat, and the wife and
family. (the hopus of the good p:ltri:u'ch) land
fafely after the deluge, upon the fhore of Tot-
nefs.

If I durft mix prophane with facred hifto-
ry, Iwould chear you with the old tale of Bru-
tus the w.naﬂndumu I'rojan, who found on that
very coaft the happy end of his peregrinations
and adventures.

I have very lately read Jeffery of Monmouth
(to whom your Cornwall is not a little be-
holden) in the tranflation of a clergyman in my
neighbourhood. The poor man is highly con-
cerned to vindicate Jeffery’s veracity as an hifto-
rian ; and told me he was pufaulv aftonifhed,
we of the Roman communion could doubt of
the legends of his Giants, while we believe
thofe of our Saints. I am forced to make a fair
compofition with him ; and, by crediting fome
of the wonders of Corinzus and Gogmagog,
have brought him fo far already, that he fpeaks
refpe@fully of St. Chriftopher’s carrying Chrift,

and
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and the refufcitation of St. Nicholas Tolentine’s
chicken. . Thus we proceed apace in con-
verting each other from all manner of infide-

lity.

Ajax and He&or are no more to be com-
pared to Corinzus and Arthur, than the Guelphs
and Ghibellines are to the Mohocks of ever
dreadful memory. This amazing writer has
made me lay afide Homer for a week, and,when
I take him up again, I fhall be very well pre-
par’d to tranflate, with belief and reverence,
the {peech of Achilles’s Horle.

You'll excufe all this trifling, or any thing
elfe which prevents a fheet full of compliment :
and believe there is nothing more true (even
more true than any thing in jcfﬁ:ry 15 falfe)
than that T have a conftant affection for you,
and am, &c.

P. S, T know you will take part in rejoycing
for the victory of Prince Eugene over the Turks,
in the zeal you bear to the Chriftian intereft,
tho’ your Coufin of Oxford (with whom I
dined yefterday) fays, there is no other differ-
ence in the Chriftians beating the Turks, or the
Turks beating the (,hmfh;ms., than whether the
Emperor fhall firft declare war againft Spain,
or Spain declare it againft the Emperc :

L ET-95ER
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