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rrRom EDW. BLOUNT, Esq. 29

ter I ever writ to you, the fhorteft and fainteft
perhaps of any you have received. *Tis enough
if you reflet, that barely to remember any per-
fon when one’s mind is taken up with a fenfible
forrow, is a great degree of friendfhip, I can
{ay no more but that I love you, and all that
are yours ; and that I wifh it may be very long
before any of yours fhall feel for you what I
now feel for my father, Adieu.

LoE-T: T -E B Xk

Rentcomb in Gloucefterfhire, O, 3, 1721.

O U R kind letter has overtaken me here,
for I have been in and about this country
ever fince your departure. Iam well pleas’d to
date this from a place fo well known to Mrs.
Blount, where I write as if I were diQated to
by her anceftors, whofe faces are all upon me.
I fear none fo much as Sir Chriftopher Guife,
who, being in his fhirt, feems as ready to com-
bate me, as her own Sir John was to demolifh
Duke Lancaftere. I dare fay your lady will re-
colleét his figure. Ilook’d upon the manfion,
walls, and terraces; the plantations, and ﬂones,
whlch nature has made to command a variety
of valleys and rifing woods ; with a veneration
mix’d
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mix'd withea pleafure, that reprefented her to
me in thofe .pu _;JL, amufe SMEnts, which en-

gaged her fo many years ago in this place. I
fancied I faw her iubu over a fanpler, or gay
over a jomnted baby. I dare fay fhe did one

[4¢ re-

th:nfr more; everr v thofe early times;

‘ member’d her Creator in the days of her

}-*Dutn.’

You defcribe fo well your hermitical ftate of
life, than none of the ancient anchorites could
go beyond you, for a cave in a rock, with a
fine {pring, or any of the accommodations that
befit a folitary. (JDIV I don’t remember to have
read, that any of thofe venerable and holy per-
fonages took with them alady, and begat {ons
and daughters. You muft modeftly be content
to be acu}unted a patriarch. But were you a
little younger, I fhould rather rank you with
Sir Amadis, and his fellows. If Piety be foro-
mantic, I thall'turn hermit in good earneft ; for,
I fee, one may go fo far as to be poctlcnl, and
hope to fave one’s foul at the fame time; Ireal-

ly: with myfelf fomething more, thatis, a pro-
phet ; for I with I were, as 11 abakkuk, to-be
taken by the hair of his head,  and vifit Daniel

in hisden. You are very U-bllﬂ'mu‘ in faying,
I. have now a whole family upon my hands to
whom to difcharge the part of a friend ; I affure
you, I like them all {o well; that T will never
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quit my hereditary right to them ; you have
made me yours, and Confcqucntly them mine,
I ftill fee them walking on my green at Twick-
enham, and gratefully remember, not only their

en-gowns, but the inftruCtions they gave me
how to flide down and trip up the fteepeft
flopes of my mount

Pray think of me fo metimes, as 1 fhall of-
ten of youw ;. and know me for what I am,
that is,

Your, &c.

SRS DR D B D LGS £
Oct 21, 1921,

OUR very kind and obliging manner of

enquiring after me, among the firft con-
cerns of life, at your refufcitation, fhould have
been fooner anfwer’d and acknowledged. I
fincerely rejoice at your recovery froman illnefs
which gave me lefs pain than it did you, only
from my ignorance of it. I fhould have elfe
bee fc:no fly and deeply affliGted, in the
thought of your danger by a fever. I think
it a fine and a natural thou tht, which I iatci}r
read in a letter of Montaigne’s publifh’d by P.
Cofte, giving an account Uf the laft words of
an intimate friend of his : ¢ Adieu, my friend !

“.the
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