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R
The lizard, and the tiger,, as the mole
Rifing, the crumbled carth above them threw

In billocks !

But, I believe; Milton never thought thefe fine
verfes of his fhould be apply’d to a man felling
a parcel of dirty acres; tho’ in the main; I
think, it may have fome refemblance. For,
God knows ! this little fpace of ground nou-
rifhes, buries, and confines us, as that of Eden
did thofe creatures, till we can fhake it loofe, at
leaft in our affections and defires.

Believe, dear Sir, I truly love and value you s
let Mrs. Blount know that fhe is in the lift of
my Memento, Domine, famulorum famularum-
que’s; &c. My poor mother is far from well,
declining ; and I am watching over her, as we
watch an expiring taper, that even when it looks
brighteft, waftes fafteft. I am (as you will
fee from the whole air of this letter) not in
the gayeft nor cafieft humour, but always with
fincerity, Your, &c.

LB T R G

June 24, 1

Y OU may truly do me the juftice to think

no man 1s more your fincere well-wifher
than myflf, or more the fincere well-wither of
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my whole family; with all which, I cannot
deny but T have a mixture of envy to you all,
for loving one another fo well; and for enjoy-
ing the {weets of that life, which can only be
tafted by people of good-will.

They from all fhades the darknefs can exclude,
And from a defart beniflo [olitude.

Torbay is a paradife, and a ftorm is but an
amufement to fuch people. I you drink Tea
upon 2 promontory that over-hangs the fea,’ it

is preferable to an Aflembly : and the whlihlnw
of the wind better mufic to contented and lov-
ing  minds, than the Opera to the {pleenful,
ambitious, difeas’d, dl.ﬂu ited, and diftra&ed
fouls which this world affords ; nay, this world
affords no other. Happy they, who are ba-
nifh’d from us! but happier they, who can
banifh them{elves ; or more properly banifh the
world from them T

Alas! I live at Twickenham !

I take that period to be very fublime, and to
include more than a hundred fentences that
might be writ to exprefs diftraction, hurry, mul-
tiplication of nothings, and all the fatiguing per-
petual bufinefs of having no bufinefs to do.
You'll wonder I reckon tranflating the Odyfiey
as nothing. But whenever I think {erioufly
and of late T have met with fo many oecafions

of
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of thinking ferioufly, that I begin never to think
otherwife) I cannot but think thele things very
idle ; as idle as if a beaft of burden fhould go
on gingling his bells, without bearing any thing
valuable about him, or ever ferving his mafter.

Life’s vain Amufements, amidft which we dwell;
Not weigh'd, or underflood, by the grim God of
Hell!

faid a heathen poet; as he is tranflated by a
chriftian Bifhop, who has, firft by his exhorta-
tions, and fince by his example, taught me to
think as becomes a reafonable creature — but
he 1s gone !

I remember I promis’d to write to you, as
{foon as I fthould hear you were got home. You
muft look on this as the firft day I've been my-
felf, and pafs over the mad interval un-imputed
to me. How punctual a correfpondent 1 fhall
hence-forward be able or not able to be, God
knows: but he knows, I fhall ever be a punc-
tual and grateful friend; and all the good wifhes

L
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of fuch an one will ever attend you.
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