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76 LETTEZRS 10 AnD

e LT T E R XIV.

Twick’nam, June 2, 1

OU fhew yourfelf a juft man and a friend:

in thofe guefles and fuppofitions you make
at the poflible reafons of my filence ; every one
of which is a true one. As to forgetfulnefs of
you or yours, I affure you, the promifcuous
converfations of the town ferve only to put me
in mind of better, and more quiet, to be had
in a corner of the world (undifturb’d, inno-
cent, ferene; and {enfible) with fuch as you.
Let no accefs of any diftruft make you think of
me differently in a cloudy day from what you
do in the moft funfhiny weather. Letthe young
ladies be affured T make nothing new in my
gardens without withing to fee the print of their
fairy fteps in every past of them. I have put
the laft hand to my works of this kind, in hap-
pily finithing the fubterraneous way and grotto:
kthere found a fpring of the cleareft water,
which falls.in a perpetual rill; that echoes thro™
the cavern day and night. From the river
Thames, you fee thro’ my arch up a walk of
the wildernefs, to a kind of open Temple,
wholly compos’d of fhells in the ruftic man-
ner; and from that diftance under the temple
vou. look down thro’ a floping arcade of trees,

and:
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and fee the fails on the river paffing fuddenly
and vanifhing, as thro’ a perfpetive glafs.
When you thut the doors of this grotto, it be-
comes on the inftant, from a luminous room, a
Camera obfcura ; on the walls of which all the
objects of the river, hills, woods, and boats, are
forming a moving picture in their vifible radia-
tions : and when you have a mind to light it
up, it affords you a very different fcene ; it is
finithed with fhells interfperfed with pieces of
looking-glafs in angular forms ; and in the ciel-
ing is a ftar of the fame material, at which
when a lamp (of an orbicular figure of thin ala-
bafter) is hung in the middle, a thoufand point-
ed rays glitter, and are refleGted over the place.
There are conneéted to this grotto by a nar-
rower paflage two porches, one towards the ri-
ver of {mooth ftones full of light, and open ;
the other toward the Garden fhadow’d with
trees, rough with fhells, flints, and iron-ore.
The bottom is paved with fimple pebble, as is
alfo the adjoining walk up the wildernefs to the
temple, in the natural tafte, agreeing not ill
with the little dripping murmur, and the aqua-
tic idea of the whole place. It wants nothing
to complete it but a good ftatue with an in-
feription, like that beautiful antique one which
you know I am fo fond of,

D3 H yus
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Hujus Nympha loci, facri cuffodia_fontis,
Diermio, dum Mﬁmf’g&' entio Mmurmur aque.
> 1
Parce meum., qu mzs s wu, cava marmord,
3 f >

Sfommum

Rumpere 5 i bibas, five lavere, tace.

Nymphof the grot, thefe facred {prings I keep,
And to the murmur of thefe waters fleep ;
Ah {pare my flumbers, gently tread the cave!
And drink in filence, or in filence lave !

You'll think I have been very poetical in this
defcription, but it is p.cttv near the truthz, T
with you were here to bear teftimony how little

it owes to Art, either the place itfelf, or the

image I give of it. I am, &c.
L

hadia B P BoR < XV,
Sept. 135 1725 .

o

Should be atham’d to own the receipt of

psesd

a very kind of letter from you, two whole
n the date of this; if I were not

greatly inlarged | it one of the moft elegant

iproved this Grotto | and romantic - retirements
not long before bis death : | that was any where to be
and, by incrufting it about | feen. He has made it “the
with a v: ‘”L number of ores |- fu 'I|LL| of a very pretty poen
and minerals of the richeft | of a fingular caft and com-
and rareft kf;adsa had made pr._.i".!_--“
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