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LETTERS

To and from the

Hon. ROBERT DIGBRY.

From 1717 to 1724.
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To the Hon, RoeserT Digayv,
June 2, 1417.

I Had pleas’d myfelf fooner in writing to you,
B but that T have been your fucceffor in a fit
of ficknefs, and am not yet fo much recover-
ed, but that I have thoughts of ufing your * phy-
ficians. They are as grave perfons as any of
the faculty, and (like the ancients) carry their
own medicaments ‘about with them. But in-
deed the moderns are fuch lovers of raillery,
that nothing is grave enough to efcape them.,
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T.et them laugh; but people will ftill have their
opinions : as they think our Do&ors afles to
them, we'll think them affes to our Doctors.

I am glad you are fo much in a better ftate
of health, as to allow me to jeft aboutit. My
concern, when I heard of your danger, was {o
very ferious, that Talmoft take it ill Dr. Evans
{hould tell you of it, or you mention-it. I tell
you fairly, if you and 2 few more-fuch people
were to leave the world, I would not give fix-
pence to ftay In it.

I am not fo much concerned as to the point
whether you are to live fat or lean : moft - men
of wit or honefty are ufually decreed to live very
lean, fo I am inclined to the opinion that-’tis
decreed you fhall ; however be comforted, and
refle@, that you’ll make the better Bufto for it.

*Tis fomething particular in you, not to be
fatisfied with fending me your own books, but
to make your acquaintance continue the frolic.
Mr. Wharton forced me to take Gorboduc,
which has fince done me great credit with fe-
veral people, as it has done Dryden and Old-
ham fome dif-kindnefs, in fthewing there is as
much difference between their Gorboduc and
this, as between Queen Anne, and King George.
It is truly a fcandal, that men fhould write

with contempt of a piece which they never once
B
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{aw, as thofe two Poets did, who weie igno-
rant
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rant even of the fex, as well as fenfe, of Gor-
boduc ®.

Adieu ! I.am going to forget you : this mi-
nute you took up all my mind ; the next I fhall
think of nothing but the reconciliation with A-
gamemnon, and the recovery of Brifeis. I fhall
be Achilles’s humble fervant thefe two months
(with the good leave of all my friends.) I have
no ambition fo ftrong at prefent, as that noble
ene of Sir Salathiel Lovel, recorder of London,
to furnifh out a decent and plentiful execution,
of Greeks and Trojans. It is not be exprefs’d
how heartily I with the death of all Homer’s
heroes, one after another. The Lord preferve
me in the day of battle, which is juft approach-
ing ! join in your prayers for me, and know
me to be always

Your, &c.

L BT F B il
London, March 31, 1418.

O convince you how little pain I give
myfelf in correfponding with men of good
nature and good underftanding, you fee I omit
to an{wer your letters till a time, when another

b There is a corre& edi- | colle&ion of old Plays pub-
tion of it in that valuable | lifhed by Dodfley.
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