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nifhed a Philofopher fo much as this does me.
I hope this will calm all Party-rage, and intro-
duce more humanity than has of late obtained
in converfation. All fcandal will fure be laid
afide, for there can be no fuch difeafe any more
as Spleen in this new golden age. Iam pleafed
with the thoughts of feeing nothing but a ge-
neral good humour when I come u p to town ;
I rejoice in the univerfal riches I hear of, in
the thought of their having this effeét. They
tell me you was foon content 5 and that you
cared not for fuch an increafe as others wifthed
you. By this account I judge you the richeit
man In the South-fea, and congratulate you ac-
cordingly. I can with you only an increafe
of health, for of riches and fame you have
enough, Your, &c.

LE T B R VIL

July 20, 1720,

OUR kind defire to know the flate of my
health had not been unfatisfied fo long, had

not that ill ftate been the impediment. Nor
fhould I have feem’d an unconcerned party in
the joys of your family, which I heard of from
lady Scudamore, whofe fhort Efchantillon of
a letter (of a quarter of 3 page) I valite as the
fhort
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fhort glympfe of a vifion afforded to fome de-
vout hermit; for it includes (as thofe revela-
tions do) a promife of a better life in the Ely-
fian groves of Cirencefter, whither, I could fay
almoﬁ in the ftyle of a fermon, the Lord bring
us all; &c. Thither may we tend, by various
ways, to one blifsful bower : thither may health,
peace, and good humour wait upon us as aflo-
ciates : thither may whole cargoes of neftar
(liquor of life and longaevity !) by mprtals call’d
{paw-water, be convey’d; and there (as Mil-
ton has it) may we, like the deities,

On flow’rsrepos d, andwith frefb garlands crown’d,
Ruaff immortality and joy.

When I fpeak of garlands, I thould not for-
get the green veftments and fcarfs which your
ﬁi’cers promis’d to make for this purpofe: i ex-
pect you too in green, with a hunting-horn by
your fide and a green hat, the m,)uel of which
you may take from Ofborne’s defcription of
King James the firft.

What words, what numbers, what oratory;
or what poetry, can fuffice, to exprefs how in-
finitely I efteem, value, love, and dtﬁre you all,
above all the great ones of this part of the
world ; above all the Jews, Jobb rs, bubblers,
fubfcribers, projeors, directors, governors, trea-
furers, &e, &c. &c. n Jeecula feculorum.

E 4 Turn
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Turn your eyes and attention from this mife-
rable mercenary period; and turn yourfelf, in
a juft contempt of thefe fons of Mammon, to
the contemplation of books, gardens, and mar-
tiage : in which I now leave you, and return
(wretch that I am!) to water-gruel and Pal-
ladio. I am, &ec.

et L E RV
From Mr. Dicey,

Sherburne, July 0.
E Congratulate you, dear Sir, on the return of
the Golden-age, for fure this muft be fuch,

in which money is fhower'd down in fuch
abundance upon us. I hope this overflowing
will produce great and good fruits, and bring
ack the figurative moral golden-age to us, I
have fome omens to induce me to believe it
may ; for when the Mufes delight to be near 4
Court, when I find you frequently with a Firft-
minifter, I can’t but expect from fuch an inti-
macy an encouragement and revival of the po-
lite arts. I know, you defire to bring them into
honour, above the golden Image which is fet
up and worthiped, and, if you cannot effect it,
adieu to all fuch hopes, You feem to intimate
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