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rrom Mr. DIGBY. 59

hier,  but cannot find a caufe. The man is
curfed that has a longer letter than this to write
- with asbad a pen, yet I can ufe it with pleafure
to fend my fervices to your good mother, and
to write myfelf ' ;
Your, &c.

-y

B TR K

Sept. 1, 1722.

Oc&tor Arbuthnot is going to Bath, and will

. ftay there a fortnight or more: perhaps
you would be comforted to have a fight of
him, - whether you need him or not. I think
him as good a Do¢tor as any man for one that is
ill; and abetter Doéor for one that is well. He
would do admirably for Mrs. Mary Digby : {he
needed only to follow his hints, to be in eternal
bufinefs and amufement of mind, and even as
active as fhe could defire. But indeed I fear
the would out-walk him; for (as Dean Swift
obferv’d to me the very firft time I {aw the Doc-
tor) “ He isa man that can do every thing but
““walk.” His brother, who is lately come in-
to England, goes alfo to the Bath; and is a
more extraordinary man than he, worth your
going thither on purpofe to know him, - The
fpirit of Philanthropy, fo long dead to our
world,
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world, is revivid in him: he is a philofopher
all of fire; {0 warmly, nay fo wildly in the
right, that he forces all others about himto be {6
too, and draws them into his own Vortex. He
is a ftar that looks as if it were all fire, but is all
benignity, all gentle and beneficial influence. If
there be other men in the world that would
{erve a friend, yet he is the only one, I believe,
that could make even an enemy ferve a friend.
As all human life is chequer’d and mixed
with acquifitions and loffes (tho’ the latter are
more certain and irremediable, than the former
lafting or fatisfaGory) fo at the time I have
gain'd the acquaintance of one worthy man I
have loft another, a very eafy, humane, and
gentlemanly neighbour, Mr. Stonor. *Tis cer-
tain the lofs of one of this chara&er puts us na-
turally upon fetting a greater value on the few
that are left, tho® the degree of our efteem may
be different. Nothing, fays Seneca, is fo me-
lancholy a circumftance in human life, or fo
foon reconciles us to the thought of our own
death, as the refle®ion and profpe& of one
friend after another dropping round us! Who
would ftand alone, the fole remaining ruin, the
laft tottering column of all the fabric of friend-
1hip; once {o large, feemingly fo ftrong, and
yet fo fuddenly funk and buried ?
I am, &ec.
Y EPT - EA
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