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EE T EBRXIV.
From Mr. DicBy.

Sherburne, Aug. 14, 1723.

Can’t return from fo agreeable an entertain-

ment as yours in the country, without ac-
knowledging it. I thank you heartily for the
new agrecable idea of life you there gave me;
it will.remain long with me, for it is very ftrong~
ly imprefled upon my imagination. I repeat
the memory of it often, and fhall value that
faculty of the mind now more than ever, for
the power it gives me of being entertained in
vour villa, when abfent from it. As you are
pofiefled of all the pleafures of the country, and,
as I think, of a right mind, what can I wifh
you but health to enjoy them ? This I {o hear-
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¢ even glad to hear your
goud old mother might lofe all her prefent
pl*ea-f’urcq i@ her Ulﬂ‘.-’ﬁdllcd care of you; by
your better health convincing them it is unne-
Luﬂ 1»’

I am trou biﬂd and fhall be fo till I hear you
have received this letter : - for you gave me the
greateft ple mqu s imaginable 1130LG, and T am
Impatient to acknowledge it. If I any ways
deferve that fric :ndly warmth and affe@ion with
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of love and efteem for you : fo truly
ﬂ]ouhi lofe the greateft pleafure of my life if I
loft vour good opinion. It rejoices me very
mdvz,h to Lg reckoned by you in the clafs of ho-
nett men; for tho’ I am not troubled over-
much about the opinion moft may have of me,
yet, I own, it wou]d grieve me not to be thought
well of, by you and fome few others. I will
not doubt my own ftrength, yet I have this fur-
ther fc{,urlty to maintain my 1 inte ﬁlm, that I
cannot part with that, without forfeiting your
efteem with it.

Perpetual diforder and ill health have for

o

fome years fo difguifed me, that, I fometimes
fear I do not to my beft friends enough appe:

vhat I really am. Sicknefs is a great opprefi A‘-‘ r;
it does great injury to a zealous heart, ftifling
1ts warmth, and not fuffering it to break out in

action. But, I hope, I thall not make this com-

plaint much lonrrcr I have other ‘1'1}*-*'-9 that
leafe me too, lhu not fo well eroufid led ; thefe
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are, that you may yet make a jo urney uu’t
ward with L ord Bathurft; but of the D'-Oui—lbi'
lity of this I do not venture to reafon, becauf

I would not part with the pleafure of that '}.3-
lief. It grieves me to think how far I am re-

movcdhum you, and from that excellent Lord,
whom I love | Indeed I remember him, as one
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that has made ficknefs eafy to me, by bearing
with my infirmities in the fame manner tTmt
you have always done. I often too confider
him in other lxm ts that make him valuable to
me. With hlm I know not by what connec-
tion, you never fail to come into my mind, as
if you were infeparable. 1 have, as you guefs,
many philefophical reveries in he {hades of Sir
Walter Raleigh, of which you are a great part.
You generally enter there with me, and likea
good Genius, applaud and ftrengthen all my fen-
timents that have honour in them. This good
office which you have often done me unknow-
ingly, I muft acknowledge now, that my own
breaft may not reproach me with ingratitude,
and difquiet me when I would mufe again in
that folemn fcene. T have not room now left
to afk you many queftions I intended about the
Odyfley. I begI may know how far you have
carried Ulyfles on his journey, and how you
have been entertained with him on the way ? I
defire T may hear of your health, of Mis.
Pope’s, and of every thing elfe that.belongs to
you.

How thrive your garden plants ? how look
the trees ? how {pring the L;ocoh and the Fe-
nochio? hard names to {pell! how did the pop-
pies bloom ? and how is the great room ap-
proved P what parties have you had of plea-
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{ure ? what in the grotto? what upon the
Thames ? I would know how all your hours

pafs, all you fay, and all you do; of which I
$ 2
fthould queftion you yet farther, but my paper
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1s full and ip.,n_q yvou.
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