UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEK
PADERBORN

®

The Works Of Alexander Pope Esq.

In Nine Volumes Complete. With His Last Corrections, Additions, And
Improvements; As they were delivered to the Editor a little before his
Death

Being The Second of his Letters

Pope, Alexander

London, 1751

XVII. On the season of Christmas: Customs of hospitality: Charity and good
works, where they are yet subsisting.

Nutzungsbedingungen

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-55314

Visual \\Llibrary


https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-55314

o

rrRom Mr. DIGBY. 7%

every good-humour’d man’s lot : nay, it is the
feafoning of life; and fopls (in one fenfc) are
the falt of the earth : a little 1s excellent, tho’
indeed 2 whole mouthful is juftly call’d the
Devil.

So much for your diverfions next winter, and
for mine. I envy you much more at prefent,
than I fhall then ; for if there be on earth an
image of paradife, it is in fuch perfect Union
and Society as you all poflefs. I would have
my innocent envies and wifthes of your ftate
known to you all ; which is far better than
making you compliments, for it is inward ap-=
probation and efteem.. My Lord Digby has in
me a fincere fervant, or would have, were there
any occafion for me to manifeft it.

L'E'T T ER BYIL

: Decemb. 28, 1724.

T is now the feafon to with you a good end
of one year, and a happy beginning of an-
other : but both thefe you know how to make
yourfelf, by only continuing fuch a life as you
have been long accuftomed to lead. As for
good works, they are things I dare not name,
either to thofe that do them, or to thofe that
do them not; the firft are too modeft, and the
latter




76 LETTERSTO axD

f
latter too felfith, to bear the mention of what
are become either too old-fathion’d, or too pri-
vate, to conftitute any part of the vanity or re-
putation of the prefent age. However, it were
to be wifh’d people would now and then
look upon good works as they do upon old
wardrobes, merely in cafe any of them fhould
by chance come into fathion again ; as ancient
fardingales revive in modern hoop’d petticoats,
(which may be properly compared to charities,
as they cover a multitude of fins.)

They tell me that at Colefhill certain anti
quated charities, and obfolete devotions are yet
{ubfifting : that a thing called Chriftian chear-

fulnefs (not incompatible with Chriftmas-pyes
and plum-broth) whereof frequent is the men-

tion in old fermons and almanacks, is re: lly
kept alive and in practice : that feeding the hun-
gry, and giving alms to the poor, do yet make
a part of good houfe-keeping, in a latitude not
more remote from London than fourfcore miles:
and laftly, that prayers and roaft-beef aGtually
make fome people as happy, as a whore and a
bottle. But here in town, I affure you, men,
women, and children have done with thefe
things, Charity not only begins; but ends, at
home. Inftead of the four cardinal virtues,
now reign four courtly ones: we have cun-
ning for prudence, rapine for juftice, time-
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ferving for fortitude, and luxury for temperance.
Whatever you may fancy where you live in 2
ftate of ignorance, and fee nothing but quiet,
religion, and good-humour, the cafe is juft as
I tell you where people underftand the world,
and know how to live with credit and glory.

I with that Heaven would open the eyes of
men, and make them fenfible which of thefe is
right ; whether, upon a due conviction, we are
to quit faction, and gaming, and high-feeding,
and all manner of luxury, and take to your
country way ¢ or you to leave prayers, and
almigiving, and reading, and exercife, and come
nto our meafures? I with (I fay) that this

‘matter were as clear to all men, asit is:.to

Your affe@ionate, &c.

EE-T T E K XVHE
DEAR S1R, April 21, 1726.

Have a great inclination to write to you, tho’

I cannot by writing, any more than I could

by words, exprefs what part I bear in your fuf-
ferings. Natureand Efteem in you are join’d to
aggravate your afHliction : the latter I have in a
Mr. Digby died in the | Dorfetfhire, with an Epi-

year 1726, and is buried in | taph written by the Author.
i 2 1 g
the church of Sherburne in | P,
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