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ferving for fortitude, and luxury for temperance.
Whatever you may fancy where you live in 2
ftate of ignorance, and fee nothing but quiet,
religion, and good-humour, the cafe is juft as
I tell you where people underftand the world,
and know how to live with credit and glory.

I with that Heaven would open the eyes of
men, and make them fenfible which of thefe is
right ; whether, upon a due conviction, we are
to quit faction, and gaming, and high-feeding,
and all manner of luxury, and take to your
country way ¢ or you to leave prayers, and
almigiving, and reading, and exercife, and come
nto our meafures? I with (I fay) that this

‘matter were as clear to all men, asit is:.to

Your affe@ionate, &c.

EE-T T E K XVHE
DEAR S1R, April 21, 1726.

Have a great inclination to write to you, tho’

I cannot by writing, any more than I could

by words, exprefs what part I bear in your fuf-
ferings. Natureand Efteem in you are join’d to
aggravate your afHliction : the latter I have in a
Mr. Digby died in the | Dorfetfhire, with an Epi-

year 1726, and is buried in | taph written by the Author.
i 2 1 g
the church of Sherburne in | P,
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degree equal even to yours, and a tye of friend-
fhip approaches near to the t(;l]dtlﬂ(:ib of na-
ture: yet, God knows, no manliving is lefs fit to
comfort you, as no man is more deeply fenfible
than myfelf of the greatnefs of the lofs. That very
virtue, which fecures his prefent ftate from all
the forrows incident to ours, does but aggran-
dife our fenfation of its being remov’d from our
fight, from our affection, and from our imita-
tion; for the friendthip and fociety of good
Men does not only make us happier, but it
makes us better. 'Their Death does but com-
plete their felicity before our own, who proba-
L-L_y are not yet arrived to that dcgree of perfec-
tion which merits an immediate reward. That
your dear brother and my dear friend was fo, 1
take his very removal to be a proof ; Providence
would certainly lend virtuous men to a world

that fo much wants them, as loncr as in its ju-
ftice to them it could fpare thcm tous. May
my foul be with th Uff‘ who have meant WcJ
nd have aGed well to that meaning! and, I
yubt not, if this prayer be granted, I fhall be
with him. Let us preferve his memory in the
ﬁray he would beft like, by recollecting what
his behaviour would have been, 1n every inci-
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dent of our lives to come, and doing in each
juft as we think he would have done ; fo we
{hall have him always before our eyes, and in

our



rrom Mr. DIGBY. 70

our minds, and (what is more) in our lives and
manners. 1 hope when we fhall meet him
next, we fhall be more of a piece with him,

and cowfequen tly not to be evermore feparated

from him. I will add but one word that re-
l tes to what remains of }romﬂ,lfand me, fince
{o valued a part of us is gone; 1t is to beg you
to dccept, as Sl by inheritance, of the va=
cancy he has left in a heart, which (while he
could fill it with fuch hopes, withes, and aftec-
tions for him as J'tEJ a mortal crc::u:‘c}‘ Nas
truly and warmly his ; and fhall (I affure you
in the fincerity of {forrow for my own lofs) be
faithfully at your {ervice while I continue to love
his memory, " that is; while T continue to be
myfelf,
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