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Dr ATTERBURY,
Bifhop of RocHEs TR,

From 1716 to 1723.

| i DRLE ius B POl 0SS S R
FheBlfhon of RocHESTER toMr.Porx.

Decemb. 1716.
Return your * Preface, which I have read
twice with pleafure. The modefty and good.
{enfe there is in it, muft picaia every one that
reads it: And fince there is nothing that can
offend, I fee not why you fhould balance 2
moment about printing it—always provided,
that there is nothing faid there which you
may have occafion to unfay hereafter : of which
* The General Preface to | printed 1717, the year af-
Mr. Pope’s Poems, firft | ter the date of this letter. P.
I you
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you yourfelf are the beft and the only judge.
This is my fincere opinion, which I give, be-
caufe you afk it : and which I would not give,
tho’ afk’d, but to 2 man I value as much as I
do you; being fenfible how improper it is,
on many accounts, for me to interpofe in
things of this nature ; which I never under=
ftood well, and now underftand fomewhat lefs
than ever I did. But I can deny you nothing;
efpecially fince you have had the goodnefs of=
ten, and patiently, to hear what I have faid a-
gainft rhyme, and in behalf of blank verfe ; with
little difcretion perhaps, but, I am fure, without
the leaft prejudice : being myfelf equally inca-
pable of writing well in either of thofe ways,
and leaning therefore to neither fide of the quef-
tion, but as the appearance of reafon inclines
me. Forgive me this error, if it be one; an er-
ror of above thirty years ftanding, and which
therefore I fhall be very loth to part with. In
other matters which relate to polite writing, T
fhall feldom differ from you : or, if I do, {hall,
I hope, have the prudence to conceal my opi-
nion. I am as much as I ought to be, that is,
as much as any man can be,

Your, &c.

G LETEER
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