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¥ou cin mdke to me, that I fhall not moft rea=
dily comply with. I wifh you health and hap-
pinefs of all forts, and would be glad to be in-
ftrumental in any degree towards helping you
to the leaft thdre of either. I am always, every
where, moft affeCtionately and faithfully

Your, &c.

L. E T TF B3
The Biﬂmp of RocHESTER to Mr, Pors,

Bromley; Nov. 8; 1717,

I Have nothing to fay to you on that melan-
choly fubje&t, with an account of which the
printed papers have furnith’d me, but what you
have already faid to yourfelf.

When you have paid the debt of tendernefs
you owe to the memory of a Father, I doubt
. ot but you will turn your thoughts towards
improving that accident to your own eafe and
happinefs. You have it now in your power, to
purfue that method of thinking and living which
you like beft. Give me leave, if I am not a
little too early in my applications of this kind,
to congratulate you upon it ; and to affure you
that there is no man living, who withes you

G 2 better,
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better, or would be more pleas’d to contribute
any ways to your fatisfa&tion or fervice.

I return you your Milton, which, upon col-
lation, I find to be revifed, and augmented, in
{feveral places, as the title page of my third edi-
tion pretends it to be. When I fee you next,
I will thew you the feveral paffages alter’d, and
added by the author, befide what you men-
tioned to me,

I proteft to you, this laft perufal of him has
given me fuch new degrees, I will not fay of
pleafure but of admiration and aftonithment,
that I look upon the {ublimity of Homer, and
the majefty of Virgil with fomewhat lefs reve-
rence than I ufed to do. 1 chalienge you, with
all your partiality, to fhew me in the firft of
thefe any thing equal to the Allegory of Sin and
Death, either as to the greatnefs and juftnefs
of the invention, or the height and beauty of
the colouring, 'What I look’d upon as a rant
of Barrow’s, I now begin to think a ferious
truth, and eould almoft venture to fet my hand
to it,

Hec quicunque legit, tantum ceciniffe putabit
Meeoniden Ranas, Virgilium Culices.

But more of this when we meet. When I left
the town the D. of Buckingham continued fo
ill that he receiv’d no meflages ; oblige me fo

I far
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far as to let me know how he does; at the
fame time I thall know how you do, and that
will be a double fatisfaction to

Your, &c.

R EoR LY
The Anfwer.,

My LoRrbp, Nov. 20, 1717.
Y Am truly obliged by your kind condolence

on my Father’s death, and the defire you
exprefs that I fhould improve this incident to
my advantage. I know your Lordfhip’s friend-
fhip to me is o extenfive, that you include in
that with both my fpiritual and my temporal
advantage; and it is what I owe to that friend-
thip, to open my mind unrefervedly to you on
this head. It is true, I have loft a parent for
whom no gains I could make would be any
equivalent. But that was not my only tye: I
thank God another ftill remains (and long may
it remain) of the fame tender nature: Genz-
trix eff mibi—and excufe me if I fay with Eu-
ryalus,

nequeam lacrymas perferre parentis.

A rigid divine may call it a carnal tye, but {ure
it is a virtuous one : at leaft I am more certain
G 3 that
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