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far as to let me know how he does; at the
fame time I thall know how you do, and that
will be a double fatisfaction to

Your, &c.

R EoR LY
The Anfwer.,

My LoRrbp, Nov. 20, 1717.
Y Am truly obliged by your kind condolence

on my Father’s death, and the defire you
exprefs that I fhould improve this incident to
my advantage. I know your Lordfhip’s friend-
fhip to me is o extenfive, that you include in
that with both my fpiritual and my temporal
advantage; and it is what I owe to that friend-
thip, to open my mind unrefervedly to you on
this head. It is true, I have loft a parent for
whom no gains I could make would be any
equivalent. But that was not my only tye: I
thank God another ftill remains (and long may
it remain) of the fame tender nature: Genz-
trix eff mibi—and excufe me if I fay with Eu-
ryalus,

nequeam lacrymas perferre parentis.

A rigid divine may call it a carnal tye, but {ure
it is a virtuous one : at leaft I am more certain
G 3 that




86 LETTERS #6 inn

that it is 2 duty of nature to preferve a good
parent’s life and happine(s, than I am of any
{pecylative point whatever.

Ignaram bujus gzma’cm;gza? pericli
Hanc ego, nunc, linguam ?

For the, my Lord, would think this feparation
more grievops than any other, and I, for my
patt, know as little as poor Euryalus did, of
the fuccefs of fuch an adventure, (for an Ad-
venture it is, and no fmall one, 1n fpite of the
moft pofitive divinity.) Whether the change
would be to my fpiritual advantage, God only
knows : this I know, that I mean as well in the
religion I now profefs, as I can poilibly ever
do in another. Can a man who thinks fo,
juftify a change, even if he thought both equal-
ly good ? To fuch an one, the part of Joyning
with any one body of Chriftians might perhaps
be eafy, but I think it would not be fo, to Re-
ncunce the other,

-
Lil

Your Lordfhip has formerly advis’d me to
read the beft controverfies between the Churches,
Shall I tell you a fecret? T did fo at fourteen
years old, (for I loved reading, and my father
had no other books) there was a colle&ion of
all that had been written on both fides in the
reign of King James the fecond : I warm’d my
head with them, and the confequence was, that

I found
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I found myfelf a Papitt and a Proteftant by
tarns, according to the laft book I read® 1
am afraid moft Seekers are in the fame cale,
and when they ftop, they are not fo properly
converted, as out-witted. You fee how little
glory you would gain by my converfion. And
after all, T verily believe your Lordthip and I

are both of the fame religion, if we were tho-

roughly underftood by one another, and that

a1l honeft and reafonable chriftians would be fo,
if they did but talk enough together every day ;
and had nothing to do. together, but to ferve
God, and live in peace with their neighbour.
As to the temporal fide of the queftion, I
can have no difpute with you ; it is certain, all
the beneficial circumftances of life, and all the
fhining ones, lic on the part you would 1nvite
me to. But if I could bring myfelf to fancy,
what I think you do but fancy, that I have any
talents for active life, I want health for it ; and
befides it is a real truth, I have lefs Inclination
(if poflible) than Ability. Contemplative life
is not only my fcene, butit is my habit too. 1
begun my life where moft people end theirs,
with a dilrelith of all that the world calls Am-

2 This is an admirablede- | prineiples on which a right
fcription of every Readerla- judgment of the points in
bouring in religious contro- queftion is to be regulated.
verly, without pofefling the

G 4 - bition 3
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me 1t always {feem’d to be rather Saoprng than

L';"f;-'rfu'.»‘;g. Ill tell you my politic and reli-
gious {entiments in a few words. In my poli-

-

tics, I think no further than how to preferve
the peace of my life, in any government un-
der which I live ; nor in my religion, than to
preferve the peace of my confcience, in any
church with which T communicate. I hope
all churches and all governments are fo far of
God, as they are rwhtl_{ underftood, and right-
ly dommlﬂrcd and where they are, or may be
wrong, I leave it to God alone to mend or re-
form them ; which whenever he does, it muft
be by greater inftruments than I am. 1 am
not a Papift, for I renounce the tem poral inva-
fions of the Papal power, and deteft their ar-
rogated authority over Princes and States. 1
am a Catholick in the ftriCleft fenfe of the word.
If I was born under an abfolute Prince, I would
be a quiet fubject ; but I thank God I was not,
I have a due icuﬁ, of the excellence of the Bri-
tith conuituuon In 2 word, the things I have
always wifthed to fee are not a Roman Catho-
£-0r 4 I rench Catholie, or a Spanith Ca-
rolic, but a true Catholic: and not a King of
Whigs, or a King of Tories, but a Iung of
England. Which God of hls mercy grant his
prefent t Majefty may be, and all iutme Ma-
' jefties ;
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jefties: You fee, my Lord, I end like 2
preacher : this is Sermo ad Clerum, not ad Po-
pulum. Believe me, with infinite obligation and

fincere thanks, ever
" Your, &ec.

e L T B RV,

Sept. 23, 1%720.

I Hope you have fome time ago receiv’d the
Sulphur, and the two volumes of Mr. Gay,

as inftances (how {mall ones foever) that I with
you both health and diverfion. What I now
{end for your perufal, I fhall fay nothing of;
not to foreftall by a fingle word what you pro-
mis’d to fay upon that fubjet. Your Lord-
fhip may criticife from Virgil to thefe Tales;
as‘Solomon wrote of every thing from the cedar
to the hyflop. 1 have fome caufe, fince I laft
waited on you at Bromley, to look upon you
as a prophet in that retreat, from whom
oracles are to be had, were mankind wife
enough to go thither to confult you : The fate
of the South-fea Scheme has, much fooner than
I expedted, verify’d what you told me. Moft
people thought the time would come, but no
man prepared for it ; no man confider’d it would
come /ike a Thief in the Night, exallly as it
happens
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