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jefties: You fee, my Lord, I end like 2
preacher : this is Sermo ad Clerum, not ad Po-
pulum. Believe me, with infinite obligation and

fincere thanks, ever
" Your, &ec.

e L T B RV,

Sept. 23, 1%720.

I Hope you have fome time ago receiv’d the
Sulphur, and the two volumes of Mr. Gay,

as inftances (how {mall ones foever) that I with
you both health and diverfion. What I now
{end for your perufal, I fhall fay nothing of;
not to foreftall by a fingle word what you pro-
mis’d to fay upon that fubjet. Your Lord-
fhip may criticife from Virgil to thefe Tales;
as‘Solomon wrote of every thing from the cedar
to the hyflop. 1 have fome caufe, fince I laft
waited on you at Bromley, to look upon you
as a prophet in that retreat, from whom
oracles are to be had, were mankind wife
enough to go thither to confult you : The fate
of the South-fea Scheme has, much fooner than
I expedted, verify’d what you told me. Moft
people thought the time would come, but no
man prepared for it ; no man confider’d it would
come /ike a Thief in the Night, exallly as it
happens
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happens in the cafe of our death, Methinks
God has punifh’d the avaritious, as he often
punifbes {inners, in their own way, in the very
fin itfelf: the thirft of gain was their crime,
that thirft continued became their punithment
and ruin. . As for the few who have the good
fortune, to remain with half of what they ima-
gined they had (among whom is your hum-
ble fervant) I would have them fenfible of their
felicity, and convinced of the truth of old He-
fiod’s maxim, who, after half his eftate was
{wallowed by the Direéfors of thofe days, re-
foly’d, that balf to be more than the whole,

Daes not the fate of thefe people put you in
mind of two paflages, one in Job, the other
from the Pfalmift ?

Men fhall groan out of the C11TY, and bifsthem
out of their PLacE,

They bave dreamed out their dream, and awak-
ing bave found nothing in their bands.

Indeed the unme;.ul poverty, which is the
confequence of univerfal avarice, and which
will fall hardeft upon the guiltle fb and induf-
trious part of mankind, is truly lamentable.
‘The univerfal deluge of the S. Sea, contrary to
the old deluge, has drowned all except a few

Unrightecus men: but it is fome comfort to
me that I am not one of them, even tho’ I were
to furvive and rule the world by it. Iam much

pleas’d
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pleas’d with a thought of Dr. Arbuthnot’s; he
fays the Government and South-fea company
have only lock’d up the money of the peaple,
upon conviction of their Lunacy (as is ufual in
the cafe of Lunaticks) and intend to reftore them
as much as may be fit for fuch people, as falt
as they fhall fee them return to their fenfes.

The latter part of your letter does me fo
much honour, and thews me fo much kind-
pefs, that I muft both be proud and pleas’d,
In a great degree ;. but I aflure you, my Lord,
much more the laft than the firft. For I cer-
certainly know, and feel, from my own heart
which truly refpets you, that there may be
a ground for your partiality, one way; but I
find not the leaft fymptoms in my head, of
any foundation for the other. In a word, the
beft reafon I know for my being pleas’d, is,
that you continue your favour toward me; the
beft I know for being proud, would be that
you might cure me of it; for I have found you
to be fuch a phyfician as does not only repair,
but smprove. T am, with the fincereft efteem,
and moft grateful acknowledgment,

Your, &c.

LETTER
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