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LcBHT ek R
From the Bifhop of RocHESTER.

March 26, 1721,

Y O U are not yourfelf gladder you are well,
than I am; efpecially fince I can pleafe
myfelf with the thought that when you had loft
your health elfewhere, you recovered it here.
May thefe lodgings never treat you worfe, nor
you at any time have lefs reafon to be fond of
them !

I thank you for the fight of your* Verfes,
and with the freedom of an honeft, tho’ per-
haps injudicious friend, muft tell you, that
tho’ I could like fome of them, if they were
any body’s elfe but yours, yet as they are yours
and to be own’d as fuch, I can f{carce like any
of them. Not but that the four firft lines are
good, efpecially the fecond couplet; and might,
if followed by four others as good, give reputa-~
tion to a writer of a lefs eftablithed fame: but
from you I expect fomething of a more perfect
kind, and which the oftener it is read, the
more it will be admired. 'When you barely
exceed other writers, you fall much beneath
yourfelf : ’tis your misfortune now to write

2 Epitaph on Mr. Harcourt. P.
H without
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rival,

without a and to be tempted by that
means to be more carelefs, than you would
otherwife be in your compofures.

Thus much I could not forbear faying, tho’
I have a motion of confequence in the Houfe
of Lords to day, and muft prepare for it, I
am even with you for your ill paper ; for I write
upon worfe, having no other at hand. I wifh
you the continuance of your health moft hear-
tily ; and am ever

Yours, &c.

I have fent Dr. Arbuthnot ® the Latin MS.
which I could not find when you left me ; and
I am fo angry at the writer for his defign, and
his manner of executing it, that I could hard-
Iy forbear fending him a line of Virgil along
with it, 'The chief Reafoner of that philofo-
phicfarce is a Gallo- Ligur, as he is cal’ d—what
that means in Englifh or French, I can’t fay —
but all he fays, is in fo loofe and flippery and

b Of Huetins, bifhop of
Avranches, left after his
death. He was a mean rea-
foner : he once attempted
it in a vailt colleétion of fan-

delivered [:!‘av the allowance
of all) in good latin. This not
ber rng received ‘for what he
would give it, he compofed
a treatife of the weakne[s af the

ciful and extravagant con-
jectures, which he called a
Demponfiration 3 mixed up
with much reading,which bis

friends called learning, and |

human .nmﬂﬂcmamg a poor
fyftem of fcepticifm; in-
deed little other than an abf-
tract from Sexrus Empiricus.

trickith
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trickith a way of reafoning, that I could not
forbear applying the paflage of Virgil to him,

Vane Ligur, fruftraque animis elate fuperdis !
Nequicquam patrias tentafts lubricus artes —

To be ferious, I hate to fee a book gravely
written, and in all the forms of argumentation,
which proves nothing, and which fays no-
thing; and endeaveurs only to put us into a
way of diftrufting our own faculties, and doubt-
ing whether the marks of truth and falfhood
can in any cafe be diftinguithed from each
other. Could that blefled point be made out
(as it is a contradiction in terms to fay it can)
we thould then be in the moft uncomfortable
and wretched ftate in the world ; and I would
in that cafe be glad to exchange my Reafon,
with a dog for his Inftin¢t, to-morrow.

BT R VI

L. ChancellorHarcourT toMr. Pork.

Decemb. 6, 1 A

I Cannot but fufpe& myfelf of being very un-
reafonable in begging you once more to re-
view theinclos’d. Your friendfhip draws this
trouble on you. I may freely own to you, that
H 2 my
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