UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEK
PADERBORN

®

The Works Of Alexander Pope Esq.

In Nine Volumes Complete. With His Last Corrections, Additions, And
Improvements; As they were delivered to the Editor a little before his
Death

Being The Second of his Letters

Pope, Alexander

London, 1751

VIIl. From the Lord Chancellor Harcourt, on the epitaph of his son.

Nutzungsbedingungen

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-55314

Visual \\Llibrary


https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-55314

rroM DRRATTERBURY. 99

trickith a way of reafoning, that I could not
forbear applying the paflage of Virgil to him,

Vane Ligur, fruftraque animis elate fuperdis !
Nequicquam patrias tentafts lubricus artes —

To be ferious, I hate to fee a book gravely
written, and in all the forms of argumentation,
which proves nothing, and which fays no-
thing; and endeaveurs only to put us into a
way of diftrufting our own faculties, and doubt-
ing whether the marks of truth and falfhood
can in any cafe be diftinguithed from each
other. Could that blefled point be made out
(as it is a contradiction in terms to fay it can)
we thould then be in the moft uncomfortable
and wretched ftate in the world ; and I would
in that cafe be glad to exchange my Reafon,
with a dog for his Inftin¢t, to-morrow.

BT R VI

L. ChancellorHarcourT toMr. Pork.

Decemb. 6, 1 A

I Cannot but fufpe& myfelf of being very un-
reafonable in begging you once more to re-
view theinclos’d. Your friendfhip draws this
trouble on you. I may freely own to you, that
H 2 my
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my tendernefs makes me exceeding hard to be
fatisfied with any thing which can be faid on
fuch an unhappy fubjet. I caus’d the Latin
Epitaph to be as often alter’d before I could
approve 1t. ?

When once your Epitaph is fet up, there
can be no alteration of it, it will remain a per-
petual monument of your friendfhip, and, I af-
{ure myfelf, you will {o fettle it, that it thall be
worthy of you. I doubt whether the word,
deny’d, in the third line, will juftly admit of
that conftruction which it ought to bear (viz.)
renounced, deferted, &c. deny’d is capable, in
my opinion, of having an ill {fenfe put upon it,
as too great uneafinefs, or more good-nature,
than a wife man ought to have, I very well
remember you told me, you could {carce mend
thofe two lines, and therefore I can f{carce ex-
pect your forgivenefs for my defiring you to re-
confider them.

Harcourt flands dumb, and Pope is fore d fo [peak.

I can’t perfeCly, at leaft without further dif-
courfing you, reconcile myfelf to the firft part
of that line ; and, the word forc’d (which was
my own, and, I perfuade myfelf, for that rea-
fon only fubmitted to by you) feems to carry
too doubtful a conftrution for an Epitaph,
which, as I apprehend, ought as eafily to be

underftood
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underftood as read. I fhall acknowledge it as
a very particular favour, if at your beft lei-
fure you will perufe the inclofed and vary it, if
you think it capable of being amended, and let

me fee you any morning next week.

I am, &c.
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The Biﬁmp of RocHESTER to Mr. Porek.
Sept. 27, 1521.

I Am now confin’d to my bed-chamber; and
to the matted room, wherein I am writing,
feldom venturing to be carried down even into
the parlour to dinner unlefs when company to
whom I cannot excufe myfelf, comes, which
I am not ill pleas’d to find is now very feldom.
This is my cafe in the funny part of the yeat :
what muft I expect, when
nverfum contrifiat Aquarius annum 2
“ If thefe things be done in the green tree, what
“ fhall be done in the dry ? Excufe me for
employing a fentence of Scripture on this occa-
fion ; I apply it very ferioufly. One thing re-
lieves me a little under the ill profpe& I have of
fpending my time at the Deanry this winter ;
that I fhall have the opportunity of fceing you
oftener ; tho’, I am afraid, you will have little
H 3 pleafure
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