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rroM DR:ATTERBURY. 109

not {uffer that talent to lic unemploy’d. For
my part, I fhould be fo glad to fec you finifh
{fomething of that kind, that I could be con-
tent to be a little fneer’d at in a line or fo, for
the fake of the pleafure I fhould have in read-
ing the reft. I have talk’d my fenfe of this
matter to you once or twice, and now I put it
under my hand, that you may fee it is my de-
liberate opinion., What weight that may have
with you I cannot fay: but it pleafes me to
have an opportunity of thewing you how well
I with you, and how true a friend I am to your
fame, which I defire may grow every day, and
in every kind of writing, to which you fhall
pleafe to turn your pen. Not but that I have
fome little intereft in the propofal, as I fhall
be known to have been acquainted with 2 man
that was capable of excelling in fuch different
manners, and did {uch honour to his country
and language ; and yet was not difpleas’d fome-
times to read what was written by his humble
{ervant.

e

LET T E R XL

March 14, 1721-2.

Was difappointed (much more than thofe
who commonly ufe that phrafe on {fuch oc-
cafions)
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cafions) in miffing you at the Deanry, where
I lay folitary two nights. Indeed I truly par-
take in any degree of concern th affes you,
and I wifh every thing may muu,d as you dc-
fire in your own family y, and in that which,
think, you no lefs account your c:-wn)' and 1s no
lefs your family, the whole world : for I take
vou to be one of the true Friends of it, and to
your power: it Inotuim Tho’ the noife and
dauy buftle for the public be now over, I dare
fay, a good nan 1s {iill tendring its Wt:ll'arf_ as
t]m Sun in the winter, when feeming to I'LtlI'C
from the world, is preparing lru,cdmhons and
warmth for a better feafon. No man wifhes
your Lordfhip more quiet, more tranquillity,
than I, who knew you thould underftand the
value of it : but I don’t with you a jot lefs con-
cern’d or lefs attive than you are, in all fincere,
and therefore warm, defires of public good.
I beg the kindnefs (and ’tis for that chiefly
I trouble you with this letter) to favour me
with notice as foon as you return to London,
that I may come and make you a proper vifit
of a day or two: for hitherto I have not been
your Vifiter, but your Lodger, and I accufe my-
felf of it. I have now no carthly thing to ob-
lige my being in town (a point of no fmall fa-
tisfaCtion to me) but the beft reafon, the fee-

mg a iriend.  Aslong, my Lord, as you will
let
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let me call you fo (and I dare fay you will,
till I forfeit what, I think, I never fhall, my ve-
racity and integrity) I fhall efteem myfelf for-
tunate, in {pite of the South-{ea, Poetry, Popery,
and Poverty.

I can’t tell you how forry I am, you thould
be troubled a-new by any fort of people. 1
heartily with, Quod fupereft, ut tibi vivas—
that you may teach me how to do the fame:
who, without any real impediment to acting and
living rightly, do act and live as foolifhly as if I
were a Great man.

I am, &ec.

o i i s i 7

From the Biﬂmp of RocHESTER,

March 16, 1721-2.

A S a vifitant, a lodger, a friend (or under
what other denomination foever) you are
always welcome to me ; and will be more fo, I
hope, every day that we live: for, to tell you
the truth, I like you as I like myfelf, beft when
we have both of us leaft bufinefs. It has been
my fate to be engaged in it much and often, by
the ftations in which I was placed : but God,
that knows my heart, knows, I never lov’d it:
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