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My Lorbp, March 19, 1721-2.

Eﬂm extremely fenfible of the repeated fa-

vour of your kind letters, and your thoughts
of me in abfence, evenamong thoughts of much
nearer coneern to yourfelf on the one hand, and
of much more importance to the world on the
other, which cannot but engage you at this
junctare, I am very certain of your good will,
and of the warmth which is in you infeparable
from it.

Your remembrance of Twitenham is a frefh
inftance of that partiality. I hope the advance
of the fine feafon will fet you upon your legs,
enough to enable you to get into my garden,
where I will carry you up'a Mount, in a point
of view to thew you the glory of my little king-
dom. If you approve it, I thall be in danger
to boaft, like Nebuchadnezzar, of the things I
have made, and to be turn’d to converfe, not
with the beafls of the field, but with the birds
of the grove, which I fhall take to be no oreat
punifiment. For indeed I heartily defpife the

ways of the world, and moft of the great ones
of it.
Ob keep me innocent, make others great |
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{trengthen’d in this opinion, when.fuch as your
Lordfhip bear teftimony to its vanity and em-
ptinefs. Tinnit, inane ¢ff, with the piGure of
one ringing on the globe with his finger, is the

And you may judge how comfortably I ams

beft thing I have the luck to remember in that
great Poet Quarles (not that I forget the Devil
at bowls ; which I know to be your Lordfhip’s
favourite cut, as well as favourite diverfion.)

The fituation here is pleafant, and the view
rural enough, to humour the moft retired, and
agree' with the moft contemplative. Good air,
folitary groves, and fparing diet, fufficient to
make you fancy yourfelf (what you arein tem-
perance, tho” elevated into a greater figure by
your ftation) one of the Fathers of the Defert.
Here you may think (to ufe an author’s words,
whom you {0 juitly prefer to all his followers
that you’ll receive them kindly, tho’ taken from:
his worft work #)

That in Elial’s banquet you partake,
Or fit a gueft with Daniel, at bis Pulfe.

—

I am fincerely free with you, as youdefire I
thould, and approve of your not having your
coach here, for if you would fee Lord C* or

* The Paradife Regain’d, | ment to the Bifhop. Itcould
Iuppofe this was in compli- | hardly be his own opinion.

any
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any body elfe, I have another chariot, befides
that little one you laugh’d at when you com-
par’d me to Homer in a nut-fhell. But if you
would be entirely private, no body fhall know
any thing of the matter. Believe me (my Lord)
no man 1s'with more perfect acquiefcence; nay
with more willing acquiefcence (not even any
of your own Sons of the Church)
Y our obedient, &c:

LB R B -XVE
From the Biﬂmp of RocHESTER.

Aptil 6, 1722:

N DER all the leifure i the world, I
have no leifure, no ftomach to write to

you: The gradual approaches of death are be-
fore my eyes; I am convinced that it muft be
{0 ; and yet make a fhift to flatter myfelf fome-
times with the thought, that it may poffibly be
otherwife. And that very thought, tho” it is
directly contrary to my reafon, does for a few
moments make me eafy = however not eafy
enough in good earneft to think of any thing but
the melancholy object that employs them.
Therefore wonder not that I do not an{wer
your kind letter : I fhall an{wer it too foon, I
fear, by accepting your friendly invitation.
£ 4 What
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