UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEK
PADERBORN

The Works Of Alexander Pope Esq.

In Nine Volumes Complete. With His Last Corrections, Additions, And
Improvements; As they were delivered to the Editor a little before his
Death

Being The Second of his Letters

Pope, Alexander

London, 1751

XIX. The Duke of Marlborough's funeral. The author's resolution to keep
clear of flattery.

Nutzungsbedingungen

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-55314

Visual \\Llibrary


https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-55314

rroMm DRRATTERBURY. 121

I long to fee the original MS. of Milton :
but don’t know how to come at it, without
your repeated affiftance.

I hope you won’t utterly forget what pafs'd
in the coach about Samfon Agoniftes. I fhall
not prefs you as to time, but fome time or other,
I with you would review, and polith that picce.
If upon a new perufal of it (which I defireyou
to make) you think as I do, that it is written
in the very fpirit of the Ancients ; it deferves
your care, and is capable of being im proved,
with little trouble, into a perfect model and
ftandard of Tragic poetry —always allowing
for its being a ftory taken out of the Bible;
which is an objection that at this time of day,
I know, is not to be got over.

I am, &e.

B
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July 27,
Have been as conftantly at Twitenham as
your Lordfhip has at Bromley, ever fince
you faw Lord Bathurft. At the time of the
Duke of Marlborough’s funeral, Iintend to lie
at the Deanry, and moralize one evening with
you on the vanity of human Glory. —

The
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The Duchefs’s * letter concerns me nearly,
and you know it, who know all my thoughts
without difguife : I muft keep clear of Flattery;
{ will : and as this is an honeft refolution, I
dare hope, your Lordthip will not be fo uncon-
cern’d for my keeping it, as not to affift me in
fo doing. I beg therefore you would reprefent
thus much at leaft to her Grace, that as to the
fear the feems touch’d with, [ That the Duke’s
memory fhould have no advantage but what he
mutft give himtelf, without being beholden to
any one friend] your Lordfhip may certainly,
and agreeably to your character, both of rigid
honour and Chriftian plainnefs, tell her, thatno
man can have any other advantage : and that all
offerings of friendsin fuch a cafe pafs for nothing.
Be but fo good as to confirm what I've repre-
fented to her, that an infcription in the antient
way, plain, pompous, yet modeft, . will be
the moft uncommon, and therefore the moft
diftinguithing manner of doing it. And fo, I
hope, the will be fatisfied, the Duke’s honour
be preferv’d, and my integrity alfo : which is
too facred athing to be forfeited, in confideration
of any little (or what people of quality may call
great) Honour or diftin&ion whatever, which
thofe of their rank can beftow on one of mine;
and which indeed they are apt to over-rate, but

* The Duchefs of Buckingham,
never
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never fo much, as when they imagine us under
any obligation to {ay one untrue word in their
favour. .

I can only thank you, my Lord, for the
kind tranfition you make from common bufi-
nefs, to that which is the only real bufinefs of
every reafonable creature, Indeed I think more
of it than you imagine, tho’ not fo much as I
ought. I am pleas’d with thofe Latin verfes
extremely, which ‘are fo very good that I
thought them yours, ’till you call’d them an
Horatian Cento, and then I recollected the dz/-
Jecti membra pocte. I won’t pretend I am fo
totally in thofe fentiments which you compli-
ment me with, as I yet hope to be: You tell
me I have them, as the civilleft method to put
me in mind how much it fits me to have them.
I ought, firft, to prepare my mind by a better
knowledge even of good prophane writers, efpe-
cially the Moralifts, &c. before I can be wor-
thy of tafting that fupreme of books, and {fub-
lime of all writings. In which, as in all the
intermediate ones,: you may (if your friend-
thip and charity toward me continue {0 far) be
the beft guide to

Your, &c.
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