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TO AND FROM

Mr. G A Y.

From 1712 to 1732,

OU writ me a very kind Letter fome

months ago, and told me you were then
upon the point of taking a journey into Devon-
fhire. That hindered my anfwering you, and
I have fince feveral times inquired of you, with-
out any fatisfation ; for fo I call the know-
ledge of your welfare, or of any thing that con-
cerns you. * I paft two months in Suffex, and
fince my return have been again very ill. I
writ to Lintot in hopes of hearing of you, but
had no anfwer to that point. Our friend Mr.
Cromwell too has been filent all this year; I
believe he has been difpleafed at fome or other
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of my freedoms?, which I very innocently take,
and moft with thofe I think moft my friends.
But this I know nothing of ; perhaps he may
have opened to you: and if I know you right,
you are of a temper to cement friendfhips, and
not to divide them. I really much love Mr,
Cromwell, and havea true affe&tion for your-
felf, which, if I had any intereft in the world,
or power with thofe who have, I fhould not
be long without manifefting to you. I defire
you will not, either out of modefty, or a vici-
ous diftruft of another’s value for you (thofe
two eternal foes to merit) imagine that your
letters and converfation are not always welcome
to me. There is no man more intirely fond
of good-nature or ingenuity than myfelf, and
I have feen too much of thofe qualities in you
to be any thing lefs than

Your, &c.

* We fee by the lettersto | his two early friends, Crom~
Mr. Cromwell, that Mr. { well and Wycherly, by his
Pope was ufed to railly him | zeal to correét the bad poe=
on his turn for trifling and | try of the one, and the bad
pedantic criticifm, So heloft | tafte of the other.
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