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44 LETTERS T0 AnD
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Dec. 24. 1721.
T has been my good fortune within this
month paft, to hear more things that have
pleas’d me than (I think) almoft in all my time
befide, ~But nothing upon my word has been
fo home-felt a fatisfaction as the news you tell
me of yourfelf: and you are not in the leaft
miftaken, when you congratulate me upon your
own good fuccefs: for I have more people out
of whom to be happy, than any ill-natur’d man
can boaft of. I may with honefty affirm to
you, that, notwithftanding the many inconveni-
ences and difadvantages they commonly talk of
in the Res angufla domi, 1 have never found any
other, than the inability of giving people of
merit the only certain proof of our value for
them, in doing them fome real fervice. For
after all, if we could but think a little, felf-love
might make us philofophers, and convince us
quantult indiget Natura! Ourfelves are eafily
provided for ; ’tis nothing “but the circumftan-
tials, and the Apparatus or equipage of human
life, that cofts fo much the furnithing. Only
what a luxurious man wants for horfes, and
footmen, a good-natur’d man wants for his
friends, orthe indigent.
I fhall
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I fhall fee you this winter with much
greater  pleafure than I could the laft; and,
I hope, as much of your time, as your at-
tendance on the Duchefs ® will allow you to
fpare to any friend, will not be thought loft
upon one who is as much fo as any man. I
muft alfo put you in mind, tho’ you are
now fecretary to this Lady, that vou are like-
wife fecretary to nine other Ladies, and are. to
write {ometimes for them too. He who is
forced to live wholly upon thofe Ladies favours
is indeed in as precarious a condition as any He
who does what Chaucer fays for fuftenance ;
but they are very agreeable companions, like
other Ladies, when a man only paffes a night
or fo with them at his leifure, and away. I
am, Your, &c.
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Aug. 235 1713,
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erST as I receiv’d yours, I was fet down

to write to you, with fome thame that I
had fo long deferred it. But I can hardly re-
pent my neglect, when it gives me the know-
ledge how little you infift upon ceremony, and

* Duchefs of Monmouth, to whom he was juft then
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