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I fhall fee you this winter with much
greater  pleafure than I could the laft; and,
I hope, as much of your time, as your at-
tendance on the Duchefs ® will allow you to
fpare to any friend, will not be thought loft
upon one who is as much fo as any man. I
muft alfo put you in mind, tho’ you are
now fecretary to this Lady, that vou are like-
wife fecretary to nine other Ladies, and are. to
write {ometimes for them too. He who is
forced to live wholly upon thofe Ladies favours
is indeed in as precarious a condition as any He
who does what Chaucer fays for fuftenance ;
but they are very agreeable companions, like
other Ladies, when a man only paffes a night
or fo with them at his leifure, and away. I
am, Your, &c.

L E_FE Rl
Aug. 235 1713,

-

erST as I receiv’d yours, I was fet down

to write to you, with fome thame that I
had fo long deferred it. But I can hardly re-
pent my neglect, when it gives me the know-
ledge how little you infift upon ceremony, and

* Duchefs of Monmouth, to whom he was juft then

Sede O :
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e In your memory 1

L
have, than I deferve. I have been near a week

s
&

how much a greater thar
leferve

in London, where I am like to remain, till I
become, by Mr. Jervas’s help, Elegans Forma-
rum Spectator. 1 begin to difcover beauties
that were till now imperceptible to me. Every
corner of an eye, or turn of a nofe or ear, the
{malleft degree of light or thade on a cheek, or
in a dimple, have charms to diftra me. Ino
longer look upon Lord Plaufible as ridiculous,
for admiring a Lady’s fine tip of an ear and
pretty elbow (asthe Plain-Dealer has it) but am
in fome danger even from the ugly and difagrec-
able, fince they may have their retired beau-
ties, In one trait or other about them. You
may guefs in how unealy a ftate I am, when
every day the performances of othersappear more
beautiful and excellent, and my own more de-
{picable. T havethrown away three Dr. Swifts,
each of which was once my vanity, two Lady
Bridgwaters, a Duchefs of Montague, befides
half a dozen Earls, and one knight of the gar-
ter. I have crucified Chrift over again in effi-
gie, and made a Madona as old as her mother
St. Anne. Nay, what is yet more miraculous,
I have rivall’d St. Luke himfelf in painting,
and as, ’tis faid, an angel came and finith’d his
piece, {o, you would fwear, a devil put the laft
hand to mine, ’tis fo begrim’d and fmutted.

Towever
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However I comfort myfelf with a Chriftian re-
fleion, that I have not broken the command-
ment, for my pictures are not the likenefs of
any thing in heaven above, or in earth below,
or in the water under the earth. Neither will
any body adore or worfhip them, except the
Indians fhould have a fight of them, who, they
tell us, worthip certain idols purely for theit
uglinefs.

I am very much recreated and refrefhed with
the news of the advancement of the Fan?,
which, I doubt not, will delight the eye and
fenfe of the fair, as long as that agreeable ma-
chine fhall play in the hands of pofterity. I
am glad your fan is mounted fo foon, but I
would have you varnith and glaze it at your
leifure, and polith the fticks as much as you
can, You may then caufe it to be borne in the
hands of both fexes, no lefs in Britain, than it
is in China ; where it is ordinary for a Man~
darine to fan himfelf cool after a debate, and a
Statefman to hide his face with it when he tells
a grave lie,

I am, &ec.

2 A Poem of Mr. Gay’s, fo intitled.
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