UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEK
PADERBORN

The Works Of Alexander Pope Esq.

In Nine Volumes Complete. With His Last Corrections, Additions, And
Improvements; As they were delivered to the Editor a little before his
Death

Being The Second of his Letters

Pope, Alexander

London, 1751

V. After the death of the author's father, and the sale of his estate. Mr.
Gay's poem to Mr. Lowndes, and his expectations at court.

Nutzungsbedingungen

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-55314

Visual \\Llibrary


https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-55314

“FroM MRr. G-AY, 151

L EE-T-ER -V,

-] 4 Y T S T bl
London, Nov. 8, 1717.

Am extremely glad to find by a Letter of

yours to Mr, Fortefcue, that you have re-
ceived one from me; and I beg you to keep as
the greate(t of curiofities, that letter of mine
which you received, and I pever writ.

But the truth is, that we were made here to
expect you in a fhort time, that I was upon
the ramble moft part of the Summer, and have
concluded the feafon in grief, for the death of
my poor father.

I fhall not enter into a detail of my concerns
and troubles, for two reafons ; becaufe I am
really afflicted and need no airs of grief, and be-
caufe they are not the concerns and troubles of
any but myfelf. But I think you (without too
great a compliment) enough my friend, to be
pleas’d to know he died eafily, without a groan,
or the ficknefs of two minutes; in a word, as
filently and peacefully as he lived.

et Y e e
Sic mib: confingat vivere, ficque mors !

1 am not in the humour to fay gay thing
ot 1n the affe&ation of avoiding them. 1can’t
pretend to entertain either Mr. Pulteney or you
as you have done both my Lord Burlington and

L 4 mc,
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me, by your letter to Mr. Lowndes®. I am
only forry you have no greater quarrel to Mr,
Lowndes, and wifh you paid fome hundreds a
year to the land-tax. . That gentleman s lately
become an inoffenfive perfon to me too ; fo that
we may join heartily in our addrefies to him,
and (like true patriots) rejoice in all that good
done to the nation and government, to which
we contribute nothing ourfelves.

I thould not forget to acknowledge your let-

ter fent from Aix ; you told me then that writ-
Ing was not good with the waters, and, I find
fince, you are of my opinion, that ’tis as bad
without the waters. But, I fancy, it is not
writing but thinking, that is {o bad with the
waters ; and then you might write without any
manner of prejudice, if you writ like our bro-
ther Poets of thefe days.

The Duchefs, Lord Warwick, Lord Stan-
hope, Mrs. Bellenden, Mrs, Liepell, and I can’t
tell who elfe, had your letters: Dr. Arbuthnot
and I expe&t to be treated like Friends. I
would fend my fervices to Mr. Pulteney, but
that he is out of favour at court ; and make
fome compliment to Mrs. Pulteney, if fhe were
not a Whig. My Lord Burlington tells me fhe

* A Poem intituled, 75

E:yrfg*fff celebrated fi'f'ﬂ.-"!ﬁ' m
my ingentous and wooriby friend

2 Folio, called the LAND-TAX
7, Lowndes, Efg. Author | Brry.

has
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has much out-thin'd all the French ladies, as
fhe did the Englith before: I am forry for it,
becaufe it will be detrimental to our holy reli-
gion, if heretical women fhould eclipfe thofe
Nuns and orthodox Beauties, in whofe eyes
alone lie all the hopes we can have, of gaining
fuch fine gentlemen as you to our church.
Your, &c.

I with you joy of the birth of the young
prince, becaufe he is the only prince we have,
from whom you have had no expectations and
no difappointments.

=P TR -VL
From Mr. Gay to Mr. F—.,

Stanton Harcourt, Aug. g, 1718.

THE only news that you can expe&t to
have from me here, 1s news from hea-
ven, for I am quite out of the world, and there
Is fcarce any thing can reach me except the
noife of thunder, which undoubtedly you have
heard too. We have read in old authors of
high towers levell’d by it to the ground, while
the humble valleys have efcap’d : the only thing
that is proof againft it is the laurel, which, how-

ever,
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