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that even pigeon-pyes and hogs-puddings are
thought dangerous by our governors ; for thofe
that have been fent to the Bithop of Rochefter
are open’d and prophanely pry’d into at the
‘Tower : Tis the firft time dead pigeons have
been fufpected of carrying intelligence. 'To be
ferious, you and Mr. Congreve and the Do&or
will be fenfible of my concern and furprize at
his commitment, whofe welfare is as much my
concern as any friend’s I have. I think myfelfa
moft unfortunate wretch : I nofooner love, and,
upon knowledge, fix my efteem to any man; but
he either dies, like Mr. Craggs, or isfent to im-
prifonment like the Bithop. God fend him as
well as I with him, manifeft him to be as inno-
cent as I believe him, and make all his enemies
know him as well as I do, that they may think
of him as well !

If you apprehend this period to be of any
danger in being addrefled to you, tell Mr. Con-
greve or the Doctor, it is writ to them. I am,

Your, &c.

bl Tl VL

July 13, 1722.
I Was very much pleas’d, not to fay obliged,
by your kind letter, which fufficiently

warm’d my heart to have anfwer’d it fooner,
had
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had I not been deceived (a way one often is
deceived) by hearkening to women; who
told me that both Lady Burlington and your-
{elf were immediately to return from Tun-
bridge, and that my Lord was gone to bring
you back. The world furnifhes us with too
many examples of what you complain of
in yours, and, I affure you, none of them
touch and grieve me {fo much as what re-
lates to you. I think your fentiments upon
it are the very fame I fhould entertain . I with
thofe we call great men had the fame notions,
but they are really the moft little creatures in
the world ; and the moft interefted, in all but
one point; which is, that they want judgment®
to know their greateft intereft, to encourage and
chufe honeft men for their friends.

I have not once feen the perfon you com-
plain of, whom I have of late thought to be,
as the Apoftle admonitheth, one fleth with his
wife.

Pray make my fincere compliments to Lord
Burlington, whom I have long known to have
a ftronger bent of mind to be all that is good
and honourable, than almoft any one of his
rank.

2 Inftead of — zhat they | have faid—ithere where they
quant judgment, propriety of | want judgment —
expreflion requires he fhould

I have
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I have not forgot yours to Lord Bolingbroke,
tho’ I hope to have {peedily a fuller opportu-
nity, he returning for Flanders and France next
month.

Mrs. Howard has writ you {fomething or
other in a letter, which, fhe fays, fhe repents.
She has as much good nature as if the had never
feen any ill pature, and had been bred among
lambs and turtle-doves, inftead of Princes and
court-ladies.

By the end of this week, Mr. Fortefcue will
pafs a few days with me: we fhall remember
you in our potations, and wifh you a fither
with us, on my grafs plat. In the mean time
we wifh you fuccefs as a fither of women at
theWells, a rejoycer of the comfortle(s and wi-
dow, and a play-fellow of the maiden. Iam

Your, &c.

sl -T R IX,

Sept. 11, 1422.

Think it obliging in you to defire an ac-
count of my health. The truth is, I have
never been in a worfe ftate in my life, and find
whatever I have try’d as a remed y {o ineffec-
tual, that I give myfelf entirely over. T with
your health may be fet perfectly right by the
waters,
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