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E faithfully affure you, in the midft of that
melanchely with which I have been {o long
encompafled, in ar Louu_‘,- expectation almo ;ﬁ
of my Mother’s death ; there was no circum-
{tance that render’d it more infupportable to me,
than that I could not leave her to fee yotr. Your
own prefent efcape from fo Imminent danger,
I pray God may prove lefs precarious than my
poor Mother’s can be ; whofe life at beft can
be but a fhort 161['311\,‘»?\,, or a loenger dying. But
I fear, even that is more than God w zll pleafe
to grant me; for, thefe two days paft, her moft
:

dangerous {ymptoms are returned upon her ;

o

ﬁnd, unlefs there be a fudden change, I muftin
a few days, if not in a few hours, be depriv'd
of her. In the afflicting profpect before me,
I know nothing that can fo much alleviate itas
the view now given me (Heaven grant it may
encreafe !) of your recovery. In the fincerity of
my Heart, I am exceffively concern’d, not to
be able to pay you, dear Gay, any partof the
debt, I very gratefully remember, I oweyou on
a like fad occafion, when you was here comfort-
ing me in her laft great Illnefs. May your health
augment as faft as, I fear, hers muft decline: I
believe that would be very faft — may the Life
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that is added to you be paft in good fortune
and tranquillity, rather of your own giving to
yourfelf, than from any expectations or truft in
others. May you and I live together, without
withing more felicity or acquifitions than
Friendfthip can give and receive without obli-
gations to Greatnefs. God keep you, and three
or four more of thofe I have known as long,
that I may have fomething worth the furviving
my Mother, Adieu, dear Gay, and believe me
(while you live and while I live)

Your, &c.

As I told you in my laft letter, I repeat it
in this : Do not think of writing to me. The
Doctor, Mrs. Howard, and Mrs. Blount give
me daily accounts of you.

L-E T 3 E-RthE
Sunday Night.

E'?:‘ui}r rejoyced to fee your hand-writing,
though I fear’d the trouble it might give
you. I with I had not known that you are
ftill fo exceffively weak. Every day for a week
paft I had hopes of being able in a day or two
more to fee you. But my Mother advances
not at all, gains no ftrength, and feems but
M 2 upon
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