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170 LETTERS mo anp

abroad. Mrs. Howard is fo concern’d about
you, and fo angry at me for not writing to you,
and at Mrs, Blount for not doing the fame, that
I am piqu’d with jealoufy and envy at you, and
hate you as much as if you had a great place at
court ; which you will confefs a proper caufe of
envy and hatred, in any Poet militant, or un-
penfion’d. But to fet matters even, I own I
love you ; and own, I am, as I ever was and juft

as I ever fhall be,
Your, &c.

L'E TV ER TXVE
DEAR Sir, Oct. 6, 1727.

I Have many years ago magnify’d in my own
mind, and repeated to you, a ninth Beati-
tude, added to the eighth in the Secripture ;
“ Blefled is he who expe&s nothing, for he
¢ fhall never be difappointed.” 1 could find
in my heart to congratulate you on this happy
difmiffion from all Court-dependance ; I dare
fay I fhall find you the better and the honefter
man for it, many years hence: very probably
the healthfuller, and the chearfuller into the
bargain. You are happily rid of many curfed
Ceremonies, as well as of many ill, and vici-

ous Habits, of which few or no men efcape
I the
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the infeGtion, who are hackney’d and tramel-
led in the ways of a court. Princes indeed,
and Peers (the lackies of Princes) and Ladies
(the fools of Peers) will {mile on you the lefs ;
but men of worth, and real friends will look
on you the better. There is-a thing, the only
thing which Kings and Queens cannot give you
(for they have it not to give) Liberty, and
which is worth all they have; which, as yet,
I thank God, Englithmen need not afk from
their hands. You will enjoy that, and your
own integrity, and the fatisfactory confcioufnefs
of having not merited fuch graces from courts
as are beftow’d only on the mean, fervile, flat-
tering, interefted, and undeferving. The only
fteps to the favour of the Great are'fuch com-
placencies, fuch compliances; fuch diftant de-
corums, as delude them in their vanities, or
engage them in their paflfions. He is their
greateft favourite, who is the falfeft : and when
a man, by fuch vile gradations, arrives at the
height of grandeur and power, he is then at
beft but in a circumitance to be hated, and in
a condition to be hanged, for {erving their ends:
S0 many a Minifter has found it !

I believe you did not want advice, in thelet-
ter you fent by my Lord Grantham; I pre-
fume you writ it not, without: and you could
not have better, if I guefs right at the perfon

who
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who agreed to your doing it, in ref] pect to any
Decency you ought to obferve : for I take that
perfon to be a perfe& judge of decencies and
forms. Iam not without fears even on that per-
fon’s account : I think it a bad omen : but what
have I to do with Court-omens ? — Dear Gay,
adieu. I can only add a plain uncourtly {peech:
While you are no body’s fervant, you may be
any one’s friend ; and as fuch T embrace you,
in all conditions of life. While I have a {hil-
ling, you fhall have fix-pence, nay eight-pence,
if I can contrive to live upon a groat. I am

faithfully
Your, &c.

LETTER XVIIL

From Mr. Gav to Mr. Porg,

Aug. 2, 1728.

’T WAS two or three weeks ago that I
writ you a letter ; I might indeed have

done it fooner; I thought of you every poft-
day upon that account, and cvery other day
upon {fome account or other, I muft beg you
to give Mrs. B. my fincere thanks for her kind
way of thinking of me, which I have heard of
more than once from our friend at court, who
feem’d
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