UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEK
PADERBORN

®

The Works Of Alexander Pope Esq.

In Nine Volumes Complete. With His Last Corrections, Additions, And
Improvements; As they were delivered to the Editor a little before his
Death

Being The Second of his Letters

Pope, Alexander

London, 1751

XVII. From Mr. Gay, in the country. Thoughts of buying a farm, and about
the Dunciad.

Nutzungsbedingungen

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-55314

Visual \\Llibrary


https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-55314

172 L B:T2BE RS ovo and

who agreed to your doing it, in ref] pect to any
Decency you ought to obferve : for I take that
perfon to be a perfe& judge of decencies and
forms. Iam not without fears even on that per-
fon’s account : I think it a bad omen : but what
have I to do with Court-omens ? — Dear Gay,
adieu. I can only add a plain uncourtly {peech:
While you are no body’s fervant, you may be
any one’s friend ; and as fuch T embrace you,
in all conditions of life. While I have a {hil-
ling, you fhall have fix-pence, nay eight-pence,
if I can contrive to live upon a groat. I am

faithfully
Your, &c.

LETTER XVIIL

From Mr. Gav to Mr. Porg,

Aug. 2, 1728.

’T WAS two or three weeks ago that I
writ you a letter ; I might indeed have

done it fooner; I thought of you every poft-
day upon that account, and cvery other day
upon {fome account or other, I muft beg you
to give Mrs. B. my fincere thanks for her kind
way of thinking of me, which I have heard of
more than once from our friend at court, who
feem’d
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feem’d in the letter fhe writ to be in high health
and f{pirits, Confidering the multiplicity, of
pleafures and delights that one is over-run with
in thofe places, I wonder how any body hath
health and fpirits enough to fupport them: I
am heartily glad fhe has, and whenever I hear
{fo, I find it contributes to mine. You fee I
am not free from dependance, tho’ I have lefs
attendance than I had formerly ; for a great
deal of my own welfare {till depends upon hers,
Is the widow’s houfe to be difpos’d of yet? I
have not given up my pretenfions to the Dean ;
if it was to be parted with, I with one of us
had it; I hope you with {o too, and that Mrs,
Blount and Mrs, Howard with the fame, and
for the very famereafon that I with it, Al 1
could hear of you of late hath been by advertife-
ments in news-papers, by which one would
think the race of Curls was multiplied ; and, by
the indignation fuch fellows thow againft you,
that you have more merit than any body alive
could have. Homer himfelf hath not been
worfe us’d by the French. I am to tell you
that the Duchefs makes you her compliments,
and is always inclin’d to like any thing you do ;
that Mr. Congreve admires, with me, your for-
titude : and loves, not envies your performance,
for we are not Dunces. Adieu.
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