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at Petertham ; one Lord B. who admir'd the
Dauchefs before the grew a Godde(s; and a few
others,

To defcend now to tell you what are our
wants, our complaints, and our miferies here;
F mutt ferioufly fay, the lofs of any one good
woman is too great to be born eafily : and poor
Mors. Rollinfon, tho’ a private woman, was
fuch. Her huafband is gone into Oxfordfhire
very melancholy, and thence to the Bath, to

live on, for fuch is our fate, and duty. Adieu.

Write to me as often as you will, and (to en-
courage you) I will write as feldom as if you
did not. Believe me

Your, &c.

Bal Pl R XX,

DEARSIR, O¢ét. 1, 1930.
IAm fomething like the fun at this feafon,

thhdrawmg from the world, but meaning it
mighty well, and refolving to fhme whenever
I can again. But I fear the clouds of a long
winter will overcome me to fuch a degree, that
any body will take a farthing candle for a bet-
ter guide, and more ferviceable companion.
My friends may remember my brighter days,
but will think (like the Irithman) that the
moon
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moon is a better thing when once T am gone.
I don’tfay this with any allufion to my poetical
capacity as a fon of Apollo, but in my compa-
nionable one (if you’ll fuffer me to ufe a phrafe
of the Earl of Clarendon’s) for I fhall fee or be
feen of few of you this winter. I am grown
too faint to do any good, or to give any plea-
fure. I notonly, as Dryden finely fays, feel
my notes decay as a poet, but feel my {pirits
flag as a companion, and fhall return again to
where I firft began, my books. I have been
putting my library in order, and enlarging the
chimney in it, with equal intention to warm my
mind and body (if I can) to fome life. A
friend (a woman-friend, God help me!) with
whom I have fpent three or four hoursa day thefe
fifteen years, advifed me to pafs more time in
my ftudies : I refleted, fhe muft have found
fome reafon for this admonition, and conclud-
ed the would complete all her kindnefies to me
by returning me to the employment I am fit-
teft for ; converfation with the dead, the old,
and the worm-eaten.

Judge therefore if I might not treat you as a
beatify’d fpirit, comparing your life with my
ftupid ftate. For as to my living at Windfor
with the ladies, &c. 1t is all a dream; I was
there but two nights, and all the day out of that
company. I fhall certainly make as little court
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to others as thcy do to me; and that will be
none at all. © My Fair-weather friends of tf‘-m
{fummer are Sjmu.r away for London, and I fhal
fee them and the butterflies together, if I live uli

next year; which I would not defire to do, if

|_-

(

it were only for their fakes. But we that are
writers, ought to love }M“i!ﬁi‘it" a1t pofterity
may love us; and I would willingly live to fee
the.childien of the prefent race, merely in hope
they may be a little wifer than thc;r Parents.
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{ T s true that I write to you very feldom,
-E- and have no pretence of writing which fatif-
fies me, becaufe I have nothing to fay that can
oive you much pleafure: only merely that 'l
am 10 being, which in truth is of little confe-
quence to one from whofe converfation I am cut
oft by fuch -accidents or engagements as {epa-
rate us. I continue, and ever fhall, to wifh
you ali good and happinefs: I wifh that fome
lucky event might fet you in a flate of eafe and
independency all at once ! and that I might live
to {ee you as happy, as this filly world and for-
tune can make any one.. Are we never to live
together more, asonce we did ? 1 find my life
cbbing
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